Overview
· Tillis opposed the Affordable Care Act and voted 20 times to repeal parts or the entirety of the ACA.
· Tillis opposed the Inflation Reduction Act which would’ve lowered prescription drug costs.
· Tillis watered down a bill that was meant to crack down on Patent “thicketing.”
· Tillis voted for budgets that would’ve cut Medicare and supported cutting Medicaid.
Tillis Was Bad For Affordable Healthcare 
Tillis Supported Repealing The Affordable Care Act 
Tillis Opposed The Affordable Care Act 
[VIDEO] Tillis Lamented That He Wasn’t Able To Help Repeal Obamacare. “Tillis said, ‘I mean, just take a look at it. When President Trump came out in 2017, we tried to move quickly on reversing the damage that Obamacare was creating. We came up a vote short.’” [Fox News Sunday, 12/16/24]; 241215_BGO_4292_A
Voted 20 Times To Repeal, In Whole Or In Part, The Affordable Care Act
2018: Tillis Effectively Voted To Prohibit Washington, D.C. From Enforcing Its Own Individual Mandate Health Insurance Requirements. In August 2018, Tillis effectively voted for an amendment that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “prohibit[ed] the District of Columbia from using funds appropriated by the bill to enforce certain health insurance requirements.” The underlying bill was an FY 2019 Appropriations bill for Interior, Environment, Financial Services, Agriculture, Transportation, and HUD. The vote was on a motion to table the amendment. The Senate agreed to the motion, thereby effectively killing the amendment, by a vote of 54 to 44. [Senate Vote 179, 8/1/18; Congressional Quarterly, 8/1/18; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 3402; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 3399; Congressional Actions, H.R. 6147]
2018: Tillis Voted For A February 2018 Two-Year Budget Deal Which, Among Other Things, Increased Spending By $300 Billion, Suspended The Debt Ceiling, Reauthorized Community Health Centers For Two Years And Repealed The Independent Payment Advisory Board. In February 2018, Tillis voted for a two-year budget deal that re-opened the government after a brief shutdown. According to the New York Times, “With Mr. Trump’s signature, the government will reopen before many Americans were aware it had closed, with a deal that includes about $300 billion in additional funds over two years for military and nonmilitary programs, almost $90 billion in disaster relief in response to last year’s hurricanes and wildfires, and a higher statutory debt ceiling.” In addition, according to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation “would provide funding for federal government operations and services at current levels through March 23, 2018 […] [and] retroactively extends numerous tax breaks that expired at the end of 2016. It also extends the CHIP program for another four years (through FY 2027) and funds community health centers for another two years.” The vote was on a motion concur in the House Amendment to the Senate Amendment with an Amendment. The Senate agreed to the motion by a vote of 71 to 28, essentially passing the bill. The House later passed the legislation. President Trump later signed the bill into law. [Senate Vote 31, 2/9/18; New York Times, 2/8/18; Congressional Quarterly, 2/9/18; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1892]
· Legislation Repealed IPAB, Which Was Created By The ACA. According to Congressional Quarterly, “The agreement repeals the provisions of the 2010 health care law that created IPAB and it restores previous law to maintain the current Medicare spending review process, under which MedPAC makes non-binding recommendations. CBO estimates that repealing IPAB would increase direct spending by $17.5 billion over 10 years.” [Congressional Quarterly, 2/9/18]
2018: Tillis Effectively Voted For A February 2018 Two-Year Budget Deal Which, Among Other Things, Increased Spending By $300 Billion, Suspended The Debt Ceiling, Reauthorized Community Health Centers For Two Years And Repealed The Independent Payment Advisory Board. In February 2018, Tillis effectively voted for a two-year budget deal that re-opened the government after a brief shutdown. According to the New York Times, “With Mr. Trump’s signature, the government will reopen before many Americans were aware it had closed, with a deal that includes about $300 billion in additional funds over two years for military and nonmilitary programs, almost $90 billion in disaster relief in response to last year’s hurricanes and wildfires, and a higher statutory debt ceiling.” In addition, according to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation “would provide funding for federal government operations and services at current levels through March 23, 2018 […] [and] retroactively extends numerous tax breaks that expired at the end of 2016. It also extends the CHIP program for another four years (through FY 2027) and funds community health centers for another two years.” The vote was on a motion to invoke cloture. The Senate agreed to the motion by a vote of 73 to 26. The Senate later passed the legislation, as did the House. President Trump later signed the bill into law. [Senate Vote 30, 2/9/18; New York Times, 2/8/18; Congressional Quarterly, 2/9/18; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1892]
2017: Tillis Voted For The Final Version Of Trump’s Tax Reform Plan, Which Substantially Cut Taxes For Rich Americans And Corporations, And Repealed The Individual Mandate. In December 2017, Tillis voted for the Tax Cut and Jobs Act, also known as Trump’s tax reform bill. According to Congressional Quarterly, “This Conference Summary deals with the conference report on HR 1, Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which the House will consider Tuesday. The agreement significantly cuts corporate and individual taxes and seeks to simply the tax code, although most individual tax provisions would expire after 2025. It reduces the corporate tax from 35% to 21% and reduces taxation of so-called ‘pass-through’ businesses where profits are taxed at the individual rate. For corporate taxes it also establishes a ‘territorial’ tax system that exempts most overseas income from U.S. taxation. Most individual tax rate rates would be reduced, including by dropping the top rate from 39.6% to 37%, and it eliminates personal exemptions but nearly doubles the standard deduction so fewer taxpayers will itemize deductions.” The vote was on a motion to recede from the Senate version of the bill and agree concur with a further amendment, essentially on passage. The Senate passed the bill by a vote of 51 to 48. The House later agreed to the modified version of the bill. President Trump signed the bill into law. [Senate Vote 323, 12/20/17; Congressional Quarterly, 12/18/17; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1]
· Bill Would Repeal The Individual Mandate. According to the Congressional Budget Office, “Repealing the Individual Mandate. The bill’s most significant effects on outlays would occur as a result of the elimination, beginning in 2019, of the penalties associated with the individual mandate. CBO and JCT estimate the following effects of that provision:” [Congressional Budget Office, 11/26/17]
· 13 Million Fewer Americans Would Have Health Insurance As A Result Of Repealing The Individual Mandate. According to the Congressional Budget Office, “Repealing the Individual Mandate. The bill’s most significant effects on outlays would occur as a result of the elimination, beginning in 2019, of the penalties associated with the individual mandate. CBO and JCT estimate the following effects of that provision: […] The number of people with health insurance would decrease by 4 million in 2019 and 13 million in 2027.” [Congressional Budget Office, 11/26/17]
· Premiums Would Increase By About 10 Percent. According to the Congressional Budget Office, “Average premiums in the nongroup market would increase by about 10 percent in most years of the decade (with no changes in the ages of people purchasing insurance accounted for) relative to CBO’s baseline projections. In other words, premiums in both 2019 and 2027 would be about 10 percent higher than is projected in the baseline.” [Congressional Budget Office, 11/26/17]
· In 2027, 83 Percent Of The Total Tax Benefit Would Go To The Top One Percent. According to Tax Policy Center, “n 2027, the overall average tax cut would be $160, or 0.2 percent of after-tax income (table 3), largely because almost all individual income tax provisions would sunset after 2025. On average, taxes would be little changed for taxpayers in the bottom 95 percent of the income distribution. Taxpayers in the bottom two quintiles of the income distribution would face an average tax increase of 0.1 percent of after-tax income; taxpayers in the middle income quintile would see no material change on average; and taxpayers in the 95th to 99th income percentiles would receive an average tax cut of 0.2 percent of after-tax income. Taxpayers in the top 1 percent of the income distribution would receive an average tax cut of 0.9 percent of after-tax income, accounting for 83 percent of the total benefit for that year.” [Tax Policy Center, 12/18/17]
· In 2027, 86 Million Americans Would See A Tax Increase. According to ABC News, “The bill, which carries an estimated $1.5 trillion price tag over 10 years, is not expected to win any Democratic support. House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi points to a new analysis from the non-partisan Tax Policy Center that predicts 86 million people would see a tax increase compared to current law by 2027, while 83 percent of the anticipated benefits would be reaped by the wealthiest one percent of taxpayers.” [ABC News, 12/19/17]
2017: Tillis Voted For The Senate GOP’s Tax Reform Bill, Which Substantially Cut Taxes For Corporations And The Rich, And Repealed The Individual Mandate. In December 2017, Tillis voted for the Senate’s version of Trump’s tax reform bill. According to Congressional Quarterly, “Passage of the bill, as amended, that would revise the federal income tax system by lowering individual and corporate tax rates, repealing various deductions through 2025, specifically by eliminating the deduction for state and local income taxes through 2025, increasing the deduction for pass-through entities and raising the child tax credit through 2025. It would also open parts of the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge to oil and gas drilling.” The vote was on passage. The Senate passed the bill by a vote of 51 to 49. President Trump later signed an amended version of the bill into law. [Senate Vote 303, 12/2/17; Congressional Quarterly, 12/2/17; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1]
2017: Tillis Voted For Adding Reconciliation Instructions Allowing Repeal Of The Affordable Care Act To The Budget Resolution Setting Up Tax Reform. In October 2017, Tillis voted for an amendment that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “modif[ied] the Senate reconciliation instructions to require the Senate Health, Labor, and Pensions Committee, the Senate Judiciary Committee and the Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee to report legislation within each committee’s jurisdiction that would reduce the deficit by no less than $1 million from fiscal 2018 to fiscal 2027.” The underlying legislation was the FY 2018 Senate budget resolution that set up reconciliation instructions for tax reform.  The vote was on the amendment. The Senate rejected the amendment by a vote of 33 to 66. [Senate Vote 238, 10/19/17; Congressional Quarterly, 10/19/17; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 1277; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 1116; Congressional Actions, H. Con. Res. 71]
· Sen. Rand Paul (R-KY): “My Amendment Will Provide Budget Reconciliation Instructions So Republican Senators Can Fulfill Their Promise; So They Can Actually Repeal Obamacare, Root And Branch, As They Promised.” According to a floor speech by Sen. Paul, “Mr. President, across the country, Republicans promised to repeal ObamaCare. They promised to repeal all of ObamaCare, root and branch. Not one Republican promised to keep and block grant ObamaCare. They promised to repeal ObamaCare. Tonight I present another chance. My amendment will provide budget reconciliation instructions so Republican Senators can fulfill their promise; so they can actually repeal ObamaCare, root and branch, as they promised.” [Congressional Record, 10/19/17]
2017: Tillis Voted For The So Called “Skinny Repeal” Version Of Trumpcare Which Among Other Things, Repealed The Individual Mandate, Repealed The Employer Mandate Through 2024 And Defunded Planned Parenthood For One Year. In July 2017, Tillis voted for the Health Care Freedom Act, also known as “skinny repeal.” According to Congressional Quarterly, the amendment would have “repeal[ed] the individual mandate, repeal[ed] the employer mandate through 2024, delay[ed] the implementation of the medical device tax through 2020, and block[ed], for one year, federal funding from going to certain medical providers that provide abortions. The amendment would [have] ease[d] the waiver process for states to opt out of the requirement that their health insurance providers include certain benefits on their health care plans. Additionally, the amendment would [have] increase[d] the maximum allowable contribution to health savings accounts and would defund the Prevention and Public Health Fund starting in 2019.” The vote was on the amendment. The Senate rejected the amendment by a vote of 49 to 51. [Senate Vote 179, 7/28/17; Congressional Quarterly, 7/28/17; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 667; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 267; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1628]
· Vox: “‘Skinny” Repeal Isn’t Skinny At All.” According to Vox, “‘Skinny’ repeal isn’t skinny at all. […] Here’s why: Skinny repeal isn’t really that skinny at all. Rolling back the individual mandate would cause an estimated 15 million to 16 million Americans to lose coverage, according to Congressional Budget Office analyses of that policy. The nonpartisan office expects that premiums would rise 20 percent in the individual market.” [Vox, 7/27/17]
2017: Tillis Voted For A “Repeal And Delay” Version Of Trumpcare That Would Have Repealed Significant Portions Of The Affordable Care Act, Such As Sunsetting The Medicaid Expansion, Repealing The Individual Mandate And Defunded Planned Parenthood. In July 2017, Tillis voted for the Obamacare Repeal Reconciliation Act of 2017. According to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation would have “sunset Medicaid expansion and certain taxes created under the 2010 health care overhaul, repeal[ed] the individual and employer mandates, would [have] exclude[d] health plans that cover abortion from certain tax credits and would [have] ban[ned] federal funding for abortion providers that receive at least $1 million in federal funding annually.” The underlying legislation was the reconciliation vehicle for Trumpcare. The Senate rejected the amendment by a vote of 45 to 55. [Senate Vote 169, 7/26/17; Congressional Quarterly, 7/25/17; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 271; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 267; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1628]
2017: Tillis Effectively Voted For The Better Care Reconciliation Act, Which Repealed Significant Portions Of The Affordable Care Act, Resulting In 22 Million Additional Americans Without Insurance. In July 2017, Tillis effectively voted for the Better Care Reconciliation Act. According to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation would have “repeal[ed] extensive provisions of the 2010 health care overhaul, including: the individual and employer mandates, the optional Medicaid expansion, subsidies given to individuals buying health insurance and some of the taxes that fund the law. It would [have] create[d] a health care tax credit based on income and age, and would [have] authorize[d] money to stabilize the health care market and for high-risk individuals.” The vote was on a motion to waive all applicable sections of the budget act with respect to a point of order, requiring 60 affirmative votes. The Senate rejected the motion, thereby defeating the legislation, by a vote of 43 to 57. [Senate Vote 168, 7/25/17; Congressional Quarterly, 7/25/17; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 270; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 267; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1628]
· The BCRA Would Result In 22 Million Additional Uninsured Americans. According to the Washington Post, “The CBO also says that the most recent version would cause a slightly slower erosion of health coverage — with 15 million fewer Americans predicted to be insured in 2018, compared with current law. That would be 2 million fewer losing insurance next year than under an earlier form of the legislation. As of 2026, however, the predicted 22 million increase in the ranks of the uninsured would be the same as under the bill’s previous version, the CBO says.” [Washington Post, 7/20/17]
· BCRA Could Cause Deductibles To Rise To More Than $13,000 Per Year. According to CNBC, “Under the Senate's proposed health plan, the Better Care Reconciliation Act, deductibles will rise to new heights, according to the Congressional Budget Office. Deductibles are the amount you as a consumer must pay each year before your health insurance coverage kicks in for services you receive beyond a certain minimum set of medical services. And they're far more common than they used to be. Nowadays half of Americans have health insurance that comes with a deductible of at least $1,000. That’s steep. But should the Senate repeal the Affordable Care Act and pass its replacement plan, the CBO warns that, by 2026, or only nine years from now, your deductible, if you buy health coverage on the individual insurance plan market, could reach $13,000 a year — or more.” [CNBC, 7/25/17]
· The $13,000 Deductible Would Exceed The Incomes Of Some Americans. According to the CBO, “Because a deductible of $13,000 would be a large share of their income, many people with low income would not purchase any plan even if it had very low premiums—on net, after accounting for premium tax credits — CBO and JCT estimate. Under this legislation, in 2026, that deductible would exceed the annual income of $11,400 for someone with income at 75 percent of the FPL. For people whose income was at 175 percent of the FPL ($26,500) and 375 percent of the FPL ($56,800), the deductible would constitute about a half and a quarter of their income, respectively.” [CBO, 7/20/17]
2017: Tillis Voted To Proceed To Trumpcare, Where The Goal Would Be Repealing The Affordable Care Act. In July 2017, Tillis voted for a motion that would have proceeded to 20 hours of debate and a vote towards passing Trumpcare and repealing the portions of the ACA. The vote was on a motion to proceed. The Senate agreed to the motion by a vote of 50 to 50 with Vice President Pence casting the tie breaking vote in favor. The Senate was not able to agree to final legislation. [Senate Vote 167, 7/25/17; Congressional Quarterly, 7/25/17; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1628]
2017: Tillis Voted For A Budget Resolution Designed To Begin The Process Of Repealing The Affordable Care Act, Which Also Assumes A $9 Trillion Increase In The Federal Debt Over The Next Ten Years. In January 2017, Tillis voted for a budget resolution designed to begin reconciliation instructions to repeal the Affordable Care Act. According to Congressional Quarterly, “the proposed 10-year spending framework culminates in a $1 trillion annual deficit and adds about $9 trillion to the national debt.” The vote was on passage. The Senate passed the budget resolution by a vote of 51 to 48. The House later passed the resolution. [Senate Vote 26, 1/12/17; Congressional Quarterly, 1/4/17; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 3]
2017: Tillis Effectively Voted Against Requiring 60 Votes To Consider Legislation That Would Increase The Number Of Uninsured Americans. In January 2017, Tillis voted against waiving a point of order against an amendment that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “ban[ed] legislation from being considered in the Senate that the Congressional Budget Office certifies would increase the number of uninsured Americans, decrease Medicaid enrollment in states that expanded Medicaid, or increase the required state share of Medicaid spending. The ban would be waived by a three-fifths vote of the Senate.” The underlying legislation was an FY 2017 budget resolution designed to being the process of repealing the Affordable Care Act, which could be passed by a majority vote. The vote was on a motion to waive the budget act in relation to the amendment. The vote required a three-fifths vote for approval. The Senate rejected the amendment by a vote of 48 to 50. [Senate Vote 18, 1/11/17; Congressional Quarterly, 1/11/17; Vox, 1/3/07; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 83; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 3]
2017: Tillis Effectively Voted Against Requiring 60 Votes To Consider Legislation That Would Reduce Health Insurance Access Based On Occupations, Unless The New Legislation Offers Comparable Benefits. In January 2017, Tillis voted against waiving a point of order against an amendment that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “ban[ed] legislation from being considered in the Senate that would reduce health insurance access to individuals based on their occupations, unless legislation provides comparable benefits. The ban would be waived by a three-fifths vote of the Senate.” The underlying legislation was an FY 2017 budget resolution designed to being the process of repealing the Affordable Care Act, which could be passed by a majority vote. The vote was on a motion to waive the budget act in relation to the amendment. The vote required a three-fifths vote for approval. The Senate rejected the motion by a vote of 48 to 50. [Senate Vote 8, 1/11/17; Congressional Quarterly, 1/11/17; Vox, 1/3/07; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 60; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 3]
2017: Tillis Effectively Voted Against Creating A Senate Point Of Order Preventing Legislation From Being Considered If It Would Increase Health Care Premiums Or Out-Of-Pocket Costs. In January 2017, Tillis effectively voted against an amendment that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “prevent[ed] the Senate from taking up legislation that would raise health insurance premiums or out-of-pocket costs. ‘The purpose ... would be to create an order for the purpose of any legislation that would strip Americans of health insurance coverage, make health insurance more expensive or reduce the quality of health coverage,’ Sen. Tim Kaine said during a floor speech.” The underlying legislation was an FY 2017 budget resolution designed to being the process of repealing the Affordable Care Act. The vote was on a motion to waive the budget act with respect to the amendment. The Senate rejected the motion by a vote of 48 to 52. [Senate Vote 2, 1/5/17; Congressional Quarterly, 1/5/17; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 8; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 3]
2017: Tillis Effectively Voted For A Budget Resolution Designed To Begin The Process Of Repealing The Affordable Care Act. In January 2017, Tillis effectively voted for a budget resolution designed to begin reconciliation instructions to repeal the Affordable Care Act. According to Congressional Quarterly, “The Senate on Wednesday voted 51-48 to move ahead in debating a fiscal 2017 budget resolution that would include reconciliation instructions repealing the 2010 health care law (PL 111-148, PL 111-152).” The vote was on a motion to proceed. The Senate agreed to the motion by a vote of 51 to 48. The Senate later passed the resolution. The House also later agreed to the resolution. [Senate Vote 1, 1/4/17; Congressional Quarterly, 1/4/17; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 3]
2015: Tillis Voted For A Bill That Repealed Portions Of The Affordable Care Act, Including Eliminating The Act’s Medicaid Expansion In 2018. In December 2015, Tillis voted for a bill that according to Congressional Quarterly, would have “scrap[ed] in 2018 the law’s Medicaid expansion, as well as subsidies to help individuals buy coverage through the insurance exchanges.” Additionally, according to Congressional Quarterly the bill would have “repeal[ed] portions of the 2010 health care law and block[ed] federal funding for Planned Parenthood for one year. As amended, the bill would zero-out the law’s penalties for noncompliance with the law’s requirements for most individuals to obtain health coverage and employers to offer health insurance.” The vote was on passage of a reconciliation bill. The Senate approved the bill by a vote of 52 to 47. The bill was later passed by the full Congress, which the president then vetoed. The House was not able to override the veto. [Senate Vote 329, 12/3/15; Congressional Quarterly, 12/3/15; Real Clear Politics, 12/4/15 Congressional Actions, H.R. 3762]
2015: Tillis Effectively Voted To Repeal The Affordable Care Act. In July 2015, Tillis effectively voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act. According to Congressional Quarterly, the vote was on a “Motion to invoke cloture (thus limiting debate) on [the amendment] […] that would repeal the 2010 health care law.” The underlying bill was a three-year highway funding bill. The vote was on a motion to invoke cloture. The Senate rejected the motion 49 to 43; 60 Senators voting yes would have been required to invoke cloture. [Senate Vote 253, 7/26/15; Congressional Quarterly, 7/26/15; The Hill, 7/26/15; Congressional Actions, S. 2328; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 2327; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 2266; Congressional Actions, H.R. 22]
2015: Tillis Voted To Repeal The Affordable Care Act, As Part Of The FY 2016 Conference Report Budget Resolution. In May 2015, Tillis voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act as part of the FY 2016 Conference Report budget resolution. According to Congressional Quarterly, “Adoption of the conference report on the concurrent resolution that would reduce spending by $5.3 trillion over the next 10 years, including $2 trillion in reductions from repeal of the 2010 health care overhaul.” The vote was on the Conference Report; the Conference Report, which also passed the House, was passed by a vote of 51 to 48. [Senate Vote 171, 5/5/15; Congressional Quarterly, 5/5/15; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 11]
· Center For Budget And Policy Priorities: Budget Would Eliminate Health Coverage For Millions Of Americans. According to the Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, “The House-passed budget agreement that the Senate will consider next week would repeal health reform and cut Medicaid over the coming decade by roughly half a trillion dollars on top, making tens of millions more Americans uninsured.” [Center for Budget and Policy Priorities, 5/1/15]
2015: Tillis Voted To Repeal The Affordable Care Act’s Individual Mandate. In April 2015, Tillis voted for an amendment that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “ repeal[ed] the individual mandate under the 2010 healthcare overhaul.” The underlying legislation would have permanently fixed the ‘doc fix.’ The vote was on the amendment, which required 60 votes for passage. The Senate rejected the amendment by a vote of 54 to 45. [Senate Vote 137, 4/14/15; Congressional Quarterly, 4/14/15; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 1114; Congressional Actions, H.R. 2]
2015: Tillis Voted To Repeal The Affordable Care Act, As Part Of The Senate’s FY 2016 Budget Resolution. In March 2015, Tillis voted for the Senate’s FY 2016 budget resolution, which, according to the Senate Budget Committee, included provisions that “provide[] for the repeal of Obamacare and support[] legislation to replace Obamacare with reserve funds for legislation that strengthens the doctor-patient relationship, expands choice, and lowers health care costs.” The Senate adopted the budget resolution by a vote of 52 to 46. A final budget resolution included the policy. [Senate Vote 135, 3/27/15; Senate Budget Committee, 3/18/15; Congressional Quarterly, 4/30/15; S. Con. Res. 11, 4/7/15; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 11]
Tillis Opposed Lowering The Cost Of Prescription Drugs
Tillis Opposed The Inflation Reduction Act Which Would Have Lowered Drug Prices For Those On Medicare 
Tillis Voted Against The Inflation Reduction Act 
2022: Tillis Voted Against Requiring The Department Of Health And Human Services To Negotiate Fair Prices With Drug Manufacturers For Certain Medicare-Eligible, Brand-Name Drugs Without Generic Competition. In August 2022, according to Congressional Quarterly, Tillis voted against the Inflation Reduction Act, which would “require the Health and Human Services Department to negotiate a ‘maximum fair price’ with drug manufacturers for certain Medicare-eligible, brand-name drugs that do not have generic competition.” The vote was on passage. The Senate passed the bill by a vote of 50-50, with Vice President Kamala Harris casting the tie-breaking vote in favor of the bill. The bill was sent to the House for final concurrence. The House concurred with the Senate, sent the bill to President Biden for signage, and the bill became law. [Senate Vote 325, 8/7/22; Congressional Quarterly, 8/7/22; Congressional Actions, S.Amdt. 5194; Congressional Actions, H.R. 5376]
· The Inflation Reduction Act Fulfilled Democrats’ Promise To Lower Prescription Drug Costs For Seniors. According to The Washington Post, “The proposal also would make good on Democrats’ years-old pledge to reduce prescription drug costs for the elderly.” [The Washington Post, 8/7/22]
· The Bill’s Provisions Reforming Prescription Drug Pricing Included An Authorization For The Federal Government To Negotiate Prescription Prices For A Small List Of Medicines Starting In 2026. According to The Washington Post, “The prescription drug pricing reforms aim to help cut costs for seniors enrolled in Medicare. It caps their out-of-pocket costs at $2,000 annually, while allowing the U.S. government to negotiate the price of a small set of medicines beginning in 2026.” [The Washington Post, 8/7/22]
· The Prescription Drug Pricing Reforms Would Save Seniors Money And Save Billions In Savings For The Federal Government Over The Next Ten Years. According to The Washington Post, “The landmark proposal is expected to save elderly Americans money and achieve billions in savings for Washington over the next decade.” [The Washington Post, 8/7/22]
· The Bill’s Fair Negotiation Provision Will Take Effect Only For 10 Drugs Covered Under Medicare By 2026 And Will Increase To 20 Prescriptions In 2029. According to NPR, “The bill includes a historic measure that allows the federal health secretary to negotiate the prices of certain expensive drugs each year for Medicare. But this won’t impact every prescription drug or every patient, and it won’t take effect quickly. The negotiations will take effect for 10 drugs covered by Medicare in 2026, increasing to 20 drugs in 2029.” [NPR, 8/7/22]
2022: Tillis Voted Against Requiring Single-Source Drug Manufacturers To Grant Rebates For Prescription Drugs Under Medicare Parts B And D With Prices Higher Than Inflation. In August 2022, according to Congressional Quarterly, Tillis voted against the Inflation Reduction Act, which would “require single-source drug manufacturers to provide rebates to HHS for the price of drugs under Medicare Parts B and D for which price increases outpace inflation.” The vote was on passage. The Senate passed the bill by a vote of 50-50, with Vice President Kamala Harris casting the tie-breaking vote in favor of the bill. The bill was sent to the House for final concurrence. The House concurred with the Senate, sent the bill to President Biden for signage, and the bill became law. [Senate Vote 325, 8/7/22; Congressional Quarterly, 8/7/22; Congressional Actions, S.Amdt. 5194; Congressional Actions, H.R. 5376]
· The Inflation Reduction Act Required Pharmaceutical Companies To Pay Rebates To Health And Human Services If They Increase The Medicare Drug Prices Greater Than Inflation. According to The Washington Post, “Pharmaceutical giants, which forcefully opposed the bill, also would be required to pay ‘rebates’ to the federal government if they raise Medicare drug prices beyond the rate of inflation.” [The Washington Post, 8/7/22]
2022: Tillis Voted Against Capping The Annual Out-Of-Pocket Limit At $2,000 For Medicare Part D. In August 2022, according to Congressional Quarterly, Tillis voted against the Inflation Reduction Act, which “For Medicare Part D, it would cap the annual out-of-pocket limit at $2,000.” The vote was on passage. The Senate passed the bill by a vote of 50-50, with Vice President Kamala Harris casting the tie-breaking vote in favor of the bill. The bill was sent to the House for final concurrence. The House concurred with the Senate, sent the bill to President Biden for signage, and the bill became law. [Senate Vote 325, 8/7/22; Congressional Quarterly, 8/7/22; Congressional Actions, S.Amdt. 5194; Congressional Actions, H.R. 5376]
· The Bill’s Provisions Reforming Prescription Drug Pricing Included A Cap On Out-Of-Pocket Costs For Seniors Enrolled In Medicare At $2,000 Annually. According to The Washington Post, “The prescription drug pricing reforms aim to help cut costs for seniors enrolled in Medicare. It caps their out-of-pocket costs at $2,000 annually, while allowing the U.S. government to negotiate the price of a small set of medicines beginning in 2026.” [The Washington Post, 8/7/22]
· The Cap For Out-Of-Pocket Prescription Costs For Medicare Recipients Will Go Into Effect In 2025. According to NPR, “The bill puts a cap of $2,000 on out-of-pocket prescription drug costs for people on Medicare, effective in 2025.” [NPR, 8/7/22]
· The Bill Also Directed The Medicare Program To Offer Free Vaccines To Patients. According to Congressional Quarterly, “Additionally, the bill would cap annual out-of-pocket costs for Part D patients at $2,000, and offer free vaccines to seniors in the Medicare program.” [Congressional Quarterly, 8/7/22]
Tillis Wanted To “100%” Repeal The Negotiation Provisions Of the Inflation Reduction Act 
Tillis Wanted To “100%” Repeal The Negotiation Provisions Of the Inflation Reduction Act. According to Axios, “Sen. Thom Tillis (R-N.C.) said he ‘100%’ wants to repeal the negotiation provisions, while other drug pricing sections of the law would need to be evaluated based on whether they have ‘a positive impact on business.’” [Axios, 9/17/24]
Tillis Watered Down A Bill That Was Meant To Crack Down On Patent “Thicketing”
Cornyn Introduced A Bill To Crack Down On Patent “Thicketing” Which Was A Process In Which Drug Manufacturers Accumulate Patents To Prevent Generics. According to Stat News, “Cornyn introduced legislation soon after the skirmish to crack down on patent “thicketing,” a term for a drug company tactic to accumulate tens, if not hundreds, of patents to shield a drug from potential generic competition.” [Stat News, 7/16/19]
The Pharmaceutical Industry “Recruited” Tillis To Pressure Cornyn To Water Down The Bill And Prevent The FTC From Going After Patent Thicketing. According to Stat News, “Pharma sprung into action. They recruited congressional allies, including Tillis, to pressure Cornyn to significantly rework the bill, and they succeeded. The version of the bill that eventually cleared the Senate Judiciary Committee was stripped of language that would have empowered the Federal Trade Commission to go after patent thicketing. Instead, the bill limited how many patents a drug maker could assert in a patent lawsuit.” [Stat News, 7/16/19]
Tillis Supported Cutting Medicaid And Medicare 
Voted For GOP Budgets That Would Cut Medicare By Nearly $500 Billion
2017: Tillis Voted For The GOP FY 2018 Budget Resolution, Which Started The Process Towards Tax Reform And Called For Cutting Medicare By $473 Billion. In October 2017, Tillis voted for a budget resolution that would have, according to The Hill, “The spending blueprint is key to Republicans’ efforts to pass tax reform because it includes instructions that will allow the plan to avoid a Democratic filibuster. […] The budget, meant to outline spending for the fiscal year, was widely viewed as a mere vehicle for passing tax reform. […] The budget would allow the Senate GOP’s tax plan to add up to $1.5 trillion to the deficit over a decade, a proposal that has raised concerns with fiscal hawks in the GOP. Its instructions call for the Senate Finance Committee to report a tax bill by Nov. 13. Still, the document outlines the Senate GOP’s political vision. It maintains spending at 2017 levels for the year, but would then cut nondefense spending in subsequent years, leading to a $106 billion cut in 2027. It would also allow defense levels to continue rising at their current rates, reaching $684 billion at the end of a decade. The resolution also proposes $473 billion in cuts to Medicare’s baseline spending over a decade and about $1 trillion from Medicaid, though those provisions are not enforceable without additional legislation.” The vote was on passage. The Senate agreed to the budget by a vote of 51 to 49. The House later passed the budget resolution. [Senate Vote 245, 10/19/17; The Hill, 10/19/17; Congressional Actions, H. Con. Res. 71]
2017: Tillis Voted For $473 Billion In Medicare Cuts. In October 2017, Tillis voted against an amendment that would have eliminated the $473 billion in Medicare cuts found in the underlying budget resolution. According to a floor speech by Sen. Nelson (D-FL), “Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, before Medicare, one-half of senior citizens in this country did not have any healthcare, health insurance. Medicare changed that. So why in the world would we want to cut $473 billion from Medicare? It does not make sense. My amendment simply restores that cut and replaces it with eliminating a number of tax loopholes. It is a simple amendment. Save Medicare.” The underlying legislation was the FY 2018 Senate budget resolution that set up reconciliation instructions for tax reform.  The vote was on the amendment. The Senate rejected the amendment by a vote of 47 to 51. [Senate Vote 222, 10/18/17; Congressional Record, 10/18/17; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 1150; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 1116; Congressional Actions, H. Con. Res. 71]
2017: Tillis Effectively Voted For The GOP FY 2018 Budget Resolution, Which Started The Process Towards Tax Reform And Called For Cutting Medicare By $473 Billion. In October 2017, Tillis effectively voted for a budget resolution that would have, according to The Hill, “The spending blueprint is key to Republicans’ efforts to pass tax reform because it includes instructions that will allow the plan to avoid a Democratic filibuster. […] The budget, meant to outline spending for the fiscal year, was widely viewed as a mere vehicle for passing tax reform. […] The budget would allow the Senate GOP’s tax plan to add up to $1.5 trillion to the deficit over a decade, a proposal that has raised concerns with fiscal hawks in the GOP. Its instructions call for the Senate Finance Committee to report a tax bill by Nov. 13. Still, the document outlines the Senate GOP’s political vision. It maintains spending at 2017 levels for the year, but would then cut nondefense spending in subsequent years, leading to a $106 billion cut in 2027. It would also allow defense levels to continue rising at their current rates, reaching $684 billion at the end of a decade. The resolution also proposes $473 billion in cuts to Medicare’s baseline spending over a decade and about $1 trillion from Medicaid, though those provisions are not enforceable without additional legislation.” The vote was on a motion to invoke cloture on the House GOP budget resolution, setting up a vote on the Senate’s budget resolution. The Senate agreed to the motion by a vote of 50 to 47 The House and the Senate later passed a slightly different version of the budget resolution. [Senate Vote 219, 10/17/17; The Hill, 10/19/17; Congressional Actions, H. Con. Res. 71]
2015: Tillis Voted To Make $430 Billion In Unexplained Cuts To Medicare, As Part Of The FY 2016 Conference Report Budget Resolution. In May 2015, Tillis voted for the FY 2016 conference report budget resolution which, according to the Congressional Conference Report, “The agreement proposes the same amount of Medicare savings reflected in the Senate-passed fiscal year 2016 budget as a target to extend the life of the Hospital Insurance trust fund and tasks the committees of jurisdiction in the House and Senate with determining the specific Medicare reforms needed to bring spending levels under current law in line with the budget.” According to Bloomberg, the Senate’s original budget, “avoided a plan to partially privatize Medicare that the U.S. House of Representatives embraced in its budget [and] instead call[ed] for $430 billion in spending cuts without explaining where they would be made.” The vote was on the Conference Report; the Conference Report, which also passed the House, was passed by a vote of 51 to 48. [Senate Vote 171, 5/5/15; Conference Report, 4/29/15; Bloomberg, 3/27/15; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 11]
2015: Tillis Voted To Make $430 Billion In Unexplained Cuts To Medicare, As Part Of The Senate’s FY 2016 Budget Resolution. In March 2015, Tillis voted for the Senate’s FY 2016 budget resolution, which, according to Bloomberg, “avoided a plan to partially privatize Medicare that the U.S. House of Representatives embraced in its budget [and] instead call[ed] for $430 billion in spending cuts without explaining where they would be made.” The Senate adopted the budget resolution by a vote of 52 to 46. A final budget resolution included the same unspecified cuts to Medicare. [Senate Vote 135, 3/27/15; Bloomberg, 3/27/15; Congressional Quarterly, 4/30/15; S. Con. Res. 11, 4/7/15; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 11]
2015: Tillis Voted Against Restoring Roughly $430 Billion In Unexplained Medicare Cuts In Senate Republicans’ FY 2016 Budget. In March 2015, Tillis voted against an amendment to the Senate’s FY 2016 budget resolution that, according to Sen Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) in the Congressional Record, would have “reject[ed] the $435 billion in Medicare cuts that are in this budget resolution.” The amendment was rejected by a vote of 46 to 54. [Senate Vote 111, 3/26/15; Congressional Record, 3/26/15; Congressional Actions, S. Amdt. 1072; Congressional Actions, S. Con. Res. 11]
Tillis Supported Cutting Medicaid
Tillis Claimed That He Was Open To Medicaid Reform 
Tillis Claimed That He Was Open To Medicaid Reforms. According to Axios, “‘I'm very familiar with North Carolina's waivers and Medicaid program, so as long as I feel like it doesn't come into conflict with the legislative priorities for Medicaid in the state, I'd be open to it,’ he added. Pressed on whether there is a concern about people losing coverage, Tillis responded: ‘Well, that's the question. I have to be convinced that it comports with our strategy in North Carolina.’” [Axios, 1/22/25]
Tillis Claimed That Medicaid “Needs To Be Looked At More Systematically.” According to Reuters, “‘Medicaid needs to be looked at more systematically,’ said Tillis, who favors imposing work requirements on able-bodied adults.” [Reuters, 3/16/25]
· Tillis Claimed That People Who Say “Don’t Touch” Medicaid Were Creating A Financial Cliff And He Claimed That Medicaid Could Be Looked At Without “Doom And Gloom.” According to Reuters, “‘The concern that I have, that people say don't touch it, is they are literally creating a cliff for the beneficiaries who need it,’ the North Carolina Republican said. ‘It has to get on sound fiscal footing, and it can be done in a way that is not any of the doom and gloom that I've heard.’” [Reuters, 3/16/25]
Tillis Was Open To Cutting Medicaid To Fund Tax Cuts 
Tillis Claimed That The Senate Was Open To Changes To Medicaid And That It Would Put People Out Of Their Comfort Zones. According to the Hill, “Another major discussion members are set to have surrounds possible Medicaid cuts, which will almost certainly be needed to help fund the massive tax cut. ‘We’ve got to look into other areas where we’re not harming the beneficiaries of some of these safety net programs, but we are definitely open to changes, and I think that’s going to put some people out of their comfort zone. It’s going to be critical,’ Tillis said.” [Hill, 3/23/25]
