Overview
Mackenzie voted for a bill that would kick 17 million Americans off their health insurance, including nearly 12 million Americans off of Medicaid. Then he claimed the bill was an “unprecedented win for workers.” More than 26,000 Pennsylvanians in his district could lose their health coverage as a result of his vote.
Mackenzie, who has previously criticized Congress for failing to repeal and replace the Affordable Care Act (ACA), also hosted Speaker Mike Johnson at a campaign event, when Johnson pledged to get rid of the ACA.
Mackenzie Voted To Take Medicaid Coverage Away From Nearly 12 Million Americans
2025: Mackenzie Voted Three Times to Take Health Insurance Away from Pennsylvanians
July 2025: Mackenzie Voted For The Final Version Of The Republican Reconciliation Bill
July 2025: Mackenzie Voted For The Senate FY 2025 Budget Reconciliation Bill That Extended $4 Trillion In Expiring Tax Cuts, Added New Tax Breaks, Appropriated $448 Billion In Defense, Border, And Immigration Enforcement Funding, Increased The SALT Deduction To $40,000, And Cut Medicaid And Other Social Programs To Offset The Costs. In July 2025, Mackenzie voted for, according to Congressional Quarterly, the “motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill that would permanently extend nearly $4 trillion in expiring individual and business tax cuts, create several new tax breaks and fund border and immigration enforcement and air traffic control upgrades. It would cut Medicaid and other safety net programs to partly offset the cost. Among other provisions, it would raise the statutory debt ceiling by $5 trillion and appropriate more than $448 billion in mandatory funding for Trump administration priorities and other needs, including $153 billion for defense, $89 billion for immigration enforcement, and $89.5 billion for border control and security. It also would increase the state and local tax deduction cap to $40,000 annually for five years for households making up to $500,000 a year until 2030, when it would permanently revert to $10,000.” The House passed the bill by a vote of 218 to 214. [House Vote 190, 7/3/25; Congressional Quarterly, 7/3/25; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1]
· HEADLINE: "At Least 17 Million Americans Would Lose Insurance Under Trump Plan" [Washington Post, 7/1/25]
· The Congressional Budget Office Estimated That 11.8 Million People Would Become Uninsured As A Result Of The Medicaid Cuts In Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill. According to the Washington Post, "The bill, which narrowly passed the Senate on Tuesday and now heads back to the House, would effectively accomplish what Republicans have long failed to do: unwind many of the key components of the ACA, President Barack Obama’s signature domestic achievement, which dramatically increased the number of Americans with access to health insurance. To start, the Congressional Budget Office estimated that the Senate version of the bill would result in 11.8 million more uninsured in 2034, mostly because of Medicaid cuts, compared with 10.9 million if the House version became law." [Washington Post, 7/1/25]
May 2025: Mackenzie Voted In Favor Of House Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill, Which Would Kick More Than Eight Million Americans Off Medicaid
5/22/25: Mackenzie Voted For The FY 2025 Budget Reconciliation Bill That Included $3.8 Trillion In Tax Cuts Offset By $1.5 Trillion In Spending Reductions To Programs Like Medicaid And The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. In May 2025, Mackenzie voted for, according to Congressional Quarterly, “the bill that would provide for approximately $3.8 trillion in net tax cuts and $321 billion in military, border enforcement and judiciary spending, offset by $1.5 trillion in spending reductions, as instructed in the fiscal 2025 budget resolution. It would raise the statutory debt limit by $4 trillion and provide for increased spending on defense and border security, spending cuts on social safety net programs, such as Medicaid and the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. It also includes a mix of tax breaks for businesses and individuals; tax increases on universities and foundations; and a phase-down of clean energy tax credits. […] It would reduce federal spending on the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program by requiring states to shoulder more of the cost, expand work requirements for SNAP, extend programs authorized under the 2018 farm bill, and prohibit the U.S. Department of Agriculture from increasing the cost of the Thrifty Food Program. As amended, it would cap state and local tax deductions at $40,000 for households with incomes below $500,000.” The House passed the bill by a vote of 215 to 214. [House Vote 145, 5/22/25; Congressional Quarterly, 5/22/25; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1]
· The House GOP Budget Bill Was Estimated To Increase The Uninsured Population By 8.6 Million By 2034. According to CNN, “The Medicaid and Affordable Care Act provisions in the package could result in 8.6 million more people being uninsured in 2034, according to an early CBO estimate released by Democratic lawmakers. That number is expected to grow with the latest changes.” [CNN, 5/28/25]
· HEADLINE: “House Republican Budget Takes Away Health Care, Food Aid To Pay For Expanded Tax Cuts For Wealthy” [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2/21/25]
· HEADLINE: “CBO: 7.6 Million Would Go Uninsured Under GOP Medicaid Bill” [Politico, 5/13/25]
February 2025: Mackenzie Voted For House Republicans’ Budget Framework, Which Set Up Future Cuts To Medicaid
2/25/25: Mackenzie Voted For The FY 2025 Budget Framework That Included $2 Trillion In Cuts, Raised The Statutory Debt Limit By $4 Trillion, And Required House Committees To Recommend Legislation That Would Implement Trump’s Agenda. In February 2025, Mackenzie voted for, according to Congressional Quarterly, “the concurrent resolution that would recommend a budget for fiscal 2025 and budget levels through fiscal 2034. The resolution would assume minimum savings of $1.5 trillion over 10 years and 2.6 percent economic growth over the same period. It also would require the statutory debt limit to be raised by $4 trillion. It also would authorize the House Ways and Means Committee to increase deficits by $4.5 trillion over 10 years to extend the 2017 tax cuts and implement new tax cuts proposed by the White House. It also would provide instructions for the budget reconciliation process through which separate legislation could be considered and passed in the Senate via a simple majority vote. The measure would deliver instructions to 11 House committees to report legislation that would implement President Donald Trump’s agenda, such as expanding tax cuts and bolstering border security and immigration enforcement. The committees would be required to report their legislative recommendations to the House Budget Committee by March 27, 2025. It also would set a $2 trillion target for the spending cuts to be submitted to the House Budget Committee. The resolution also would stipulate that if the committees don't reach that target, the Ways and Means’ reconciliation instructions to increase the deficit by a maximum of $4.5 trillion would be decreased by the amount the other committees come in below the target. Similarly, it would stipulate that Ways and Means could increase the deficit above the $4.5 trillion level by the amount of savings the committees achieve above the $2 trillion target.” The vote was on passage. The House passed the resolution by a vote of 217 to 215. [House Vote 50, 2/25/25; Congressional Quarterly, 2/25/25; Congressional Actions, H. Con. Res. 14]
· HEADLINE: "House Republican Budget Takes Away Health Care, Food Aid To Pay For Expanded Tax Cuts For Wealthy" [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 2/21/25]
· New York Times Reported The $880 Billion In Cuts Required By The Republican Budget Proposal Would Have To Come From Medicaid, Medicare, Or CHIP. According to the New York Times, "The budget resolution itself is silent on whether Congress cuts Medicaid, which provides health coverage to 72 million poor and disabled Americans. But it instructs the House Energy and Commerce Committee, which has jurisdiction over the program, to cut spending by $880 billion over the next decade. If the committee can’t save at least that much, the entire effort could be imperiled because of the special process Congress is using to avoid a Senate filibuster. Ten other committees have their own instructions to follow, though none have been assigned with cutting nearly as much.  It’s not so simple as finding the cuts elsewhere. The special process, known as budget reconciliation, means Republicans will have to find all $880 billion from within the Energy and Commerce Committee’s jurisdiction. That leaves them with fewer options than one might think. […] If Republicans want to avoid major cuts to Medicaid, the largest pot of available money is in the other big government health insurance program: Medicare. […] Even if the committee cuts everything that’s not health care to $0, it will still be more than $600 billion short.  The committee could also save around $200 billion by eliminating the Children’s Health Insurance Program, but that option has not been raised by the budget committee or anyone in House leadership. […] Even if all of these cuts, revenues and rule cancellations from outside health care can pass muster, the committee will still be left with hundreds of billions of dollars to cut to hit its goal. Mathematically, the budget committee’s instructions mean the committee would need to make major cuts to either Medicare, Medicaid or both." [New York Times, 2/25/25]
Mackenzie Repeatedly Defended His Votes to Cut Medicaid
February 2025: Mackenzie Claimed The U.S. House Republican Budget Resolution “Makes No Mention Of Medicaid At All.” According to Lehigh Valley Live, "McClure criticized Mackenzie and House Republicans for voting to cut Medicaid in the first vote on a new budget. In the Lehigh Valley, 117,000 low-income people could lose free health care because of the proposed budget, he said. Asked for comment, Mackenzie said, ‘Mr. McClure is sadly starting his campaign with lies – the budget resolution makes no mention of Medicaid at all.’" [Lehigh Valley Live, 2/28/25]
Mackenzie Claimed The House Republican Reconciliation Bill’s Cuts To Medicaid Were “Common Sense.” According to a press release from Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, "Protecting Medicaid Integrity: The budget protects and strengthens Medicaid with common sense reforms — ending benefits for illegal immigrants, adding work requirements for able-bodied adults, and tightening eligibility rules. Medicaid spending will increase every year under this budget." [Press Release – Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, 5/22/25]
· HEADLINE: "‘Big, Beautiful Bill’: Ryan Mackenzie Says Tax Cuts Deliver ‘Commonsense Solutions’ As Opponents Criticize Medicaid, SNAP Cuts" [Morning Call, 5/22/25]
Mackenzie On House Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill: “There Are Some Really Positive Provisions In This Legislation.” According to the Lehigh Valley News, "Hours after casting an essential vote for the Republican Party's ‘big beautiful bill’ that would reallocate billions of federal dollars to fund tax breaks, U.S. Rep. Ryan Mackenzie hailed the legislation as a boon for Lehigh Valley residents and the American economy. ‘My focus from a tax perspective has been on working families and seniors. There are some really positive provisions in this legislation,’ the freshman Republican said in an interview with LehighValleyNews.com." [Lehigh Valley News, 5/25/25]
Mackenzie Claimed House Republicans’ Reconciliation Bill Delivered “Real Relief For Seniors And Working Families.” According to a press release from Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, "Today, Congressman Ryan Mackenzie, representing the Greater Lehigh Valley in Pennsylvania’s 7th Congressional District, voted to pass a comprehensive budget reconciliation bill that follows through on his promises to our communities and delivers major wins for working families, border security, and America’s fiscal future.  ‘This budget delivers real relief for seniors and working families, secures our border, and reins in reckless spending,’ said Congressman Mackenzie. ‘After years of wide-open borders, uncontrolled inflation, and government spending run amok, this budget finally addresses the needs of our community and our country. We’re delivering tax relief, boosting take-home pay, and improving the vitality and efficiency of critical programs. These are the commonsense solutions that people across the Greater Lehigh Valley are counting on.’" [Press Release – Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, 5/22/25]
Mackenzie Spokesperson: “The Commonsense Budget Passed By The House Will Save Working People And Seniors Thousands Of Dollars, Secure The Border Once And For All, And Protect Vital Services For Vulnerable Americans.” According to the Lehigh Valley News, "Mackenzie praised the bill for securing the border and raising the child tax credit. He also approved of how the bill would preserve Medicaid for children and seniors while cutting benefits to people illegally in the country.  In a prepared statement Monday, Mackenzie's staff cast the criticisms of the Medicaid vote as the cries of out-of-touch liberals. Mackenzie has previously noted that polling showed the American public broadly supports adding work requirements to federal benefits. ‘The commonsense budget passed by the House will save working people and seniors thousands of dollars, secure the border once and for all, and protect vital services for vulnerable Americans. Congressman Mackenzie will keep fighting to deliver on the things he has promised the people of the Greater Lehigh Valley,’ said Arnaud Armstrong, a spokesman." [Lehigh Valley News, 6/2/25]
Mackenzie Called The Republican Reconciliation Bill An “Unprecedented Win For Workers.” According to a press release from Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, "Congressman Ryan Mackenzie, representing the Greater Lehigh Valley in Pennsylvania’s 7th Congressional District, visited two local businesses yesterday to highlight benefits from the One Big Beautiful Bill for small businesses, service employees, and working families. The visits, part of a districtwide effort to highlight key provisions of the One Big Beautiful Bill, included stops at Gentlemen’s Barbershop in Bethlehem and The Boatyard Restaurant in Lehighton. Congressman Mackenzie met with employees and customers to discuss how the new budget helps workers keep more of what they earn while empowering small businesses. ‘The One Big Beautiful Bill is an unprecedented win for workers and small businesses in the Greater Lehigh Valley,’ said Congressman Mackenzie. ‘By delivering tax relief on tips and overtime, supporting working families with an expanded Child Tax Credit, and making permanent the small business tax deduction, we're delivering real results for our region.’" [Press Release – Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, 8/1/25]
Mackenzie Faced Criticism for His Votes to Cut Medicaid
HEADLINE: "Outside Congressman's Office, Protesters Make Noise Over Potential Medicaid Cuts" [Lehigh Valley News, 2/19/25]
· 2/19/25: Staff At Mackenzie’s District Office Did Not Address The Crowd Of Protestors Urging Mackenzie To Stand Against Medicaid Cuts. According to Lehigh Valley News, "Bearing signs and chanting, ‘Stand up, fight back!,’ more than 100 protesters gathered outside U.S. Rep. Ryan Mackenzie's office Wednesday to urge him to stand against potential cuts to Medicaid. […] No one from Mackenzie's staff left the office to address the protestors, though organizers encouraged attendees to visit his office in small groups to express their concerns over potential Medicaid cuts." [Lehigh Valley News, 2/19/25]
HEADLINE: "Rep. Ryan Mackenzie Faces Criticism Over Support For Medicaid Cuts" [Lehigh Valley Public Radio, 3/21/25]
HEADLINE: "Protesters Sound Off On Rep. Ryan Mackenzie For 1st Time Since Medicaid Vote" [Lehigh Valley News, 6/2/25]
Local PA-07 Nursing Home Said Medicaid Covered 35 To 40-Percent Of Their Patients And Warned Against Changes In Coverage
Fellowship Community CEO Mary Kay McMahon Said Medicaid Covered 35 To 40-Percent Of The Cost Of Care For Their Nursing Home Patients And A Medicaid Cut Could Force Them To Sell The Service Or Eliminate Beds. According to the Associated Press, "‘It’s definitely a very hot topic for us right now, 100%,’ said Mary Kay McMahon, president and CEO of the nonprofit Fellowship Community, which operates a nursing home outside Allentown in Mackenzie’s district.  McMahon estimated that Medicaid covers about 35% to 40% of the cost to care for a skilled nursing patient, and a Medicaid cut might force Fellowship Community to sell the service or eliminate beds.  ‘There’s very few options left, to be honest, and I don’t know where these people are going to go for that care,’ McMahon said. ‘That’s what concerns me.’" [Associated Press, 3/1/25]
· McMahon: “There’s Very Few Options Left, To Be Honest, And I Don’t Know Where These People Are Going To Go For That Care.” According to the Associated Press, "‘It’s definitely a very hot topic for us right now, 100%,’ said Mary Kay McMahon, president and CEO of the nonprofit Fellowship Community, which operates a nursing home outside Allentown in Mackenzie’s district.  McMahon estimated that Medicaid covers about 35% to 40% of the cost to care for a skilled nursing patient, and a Medicaid cut might force Fellowship Community to sell the service or eliminate beds.  ‘There’s very few options left, to be honest, and I don’t know where these people are going to go for that care,’ McMahon said. ‘That’s what concerns me.’" [Associated Press, 3/1/25]
Mackenzie Has Previously Aligned Himself With Efforts To Repeal The Affordable Care Act
October 2024: At A Mackenzie Campaign Event, House Speaker Mike Johnson Said He Would Get Rid of The Affordable Care Act
October 2024: At A Campaign Event For Mackenzie, U.S. House Speaker Mike Johnson Said He Would Get Rid Of The Affordable Care Act. According to Salon, “If former President Donald Trump returns to the White House, Speaker of the House Mike Johnson, R-La., says he will take another swing at repealing the Affordable Care Act (ACA), legislation that was enacted by former President Barack Obama in 2010 to expand health care coverage to poorer and middle-class Americans. In its place, he proposed ‘massive reform,’ but did not offer details on what they would entail. ‘Health care reform’s going to be a big part of the agenda. When I say we’re going to have a very aggressive first 100 days agenda, we got a lot of things still on the table,’ Johnson said at a campaign event for GOP House candidate Ryan Mackenzie in Pennsylvania. ‘No Obamacare?’ an attendee asked Johnson, using the shorthand name for the ACA. ‘No Obamacare,’ Johnson responded, rolling his eyes. ‘The ACA is so deeply ingrained, we need massive reform to make this work, and we got a lot of ideas on how to do that.’” [Salon, 10/31/24]
Mackenzie Has Previously Criticized the Affordable Care Act and Faulted Congress for Failing to Repeal and Replace It
2017: Mackenzie Criticized Congress For Failing To Repeal And Replace The Affordable Care Act. According to the Guardian, "While no one seems to want to attack Trump, it's clearly open season on Congress, including for Republicans, whose party is currently in charge. ‘There is no doubt that the failure to repeal and replace Obamacare lies at the feet of Congress,’ said Mackenzie. ‘You can't frame it any other way.’" [The Guardian, 9/21/17]
2014: Mackenzie Criticized The Cost Of The Affordable Care Act And Encouraged The Governor To Rein In Spending And Emphasize “The Right Priorities.” According to a press release from Pennsylvania State Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, "Pennsylvania faces a projected budget deficit of nearly $1.4 billion. Pension costs are largely responsible, contributing $600 million to the shortfall. Another culprit is the Affordable Care Act, also known as ObamaCare, whose implementation is expected to cost the Commonwealth almost $220 million this year. 'Clearly, with a deficit of this magnitude, we must be careful not to overpromise on what we can deliver,' said Mackenzie. 'I am encouraged that the governor has proposed to address the issue by reining in spending and emphasizing the right priorities, not raising taxes.'" [Press Release – Pennsylvania State Rep. Ryan Mackenzie, 2/4/14]
The Affordable Care Act Allowed States To Expand Medicaid, Which Has Dramatically Lowered The Uninsured Rate Among Low-Income Workers
The Affordable Care Act Allowed States To Expand Medicaid And States That Did Had Dramatically Lowered The Number Of People Without Health Insurance. According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, "The Affordable Care Act (ACA) permits states to expand Medicaid coverage to adults with incomes up to 138 percent of the poverty level (about $20,780 annually for an individual or $35,630 for a family of three). States that have adopted the expansion have dramatically lowered their uninsured rates. Extensive research finds that the people who gained coverage have grown healthier and more financially secure, while long-standing racial inequities in health outcomes, coverage, and access to care have shrunk." [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 6/14/24]
· The Uninsured Rate Among Low-Income Workers Fell From 38 Percent In 2013 To 17 Percent In 2022, Which Coincided With Implementation Of Medicaid Expansion. According to the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, "Millions of workers have gained coverage through Medicaid expansion, including people working in industries that provide critical goods and services such as health care, transportation, grocery stores, food manufacturers, and child care. Many have no access to health coverage through their jobs. In expansion states, the uninsured rate among low-income workers fell from 38 percent in 2013 to 17 percent in 2022; this sharp decline coincided with a large increase in the share of low-income workers enrolled in Medicaid.[16] In non-expansion states, the uninsured rate among low-income workers fell much less, from 46 percent to 31 percent. (See Figure 3.)" [Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 6/14/24]
