Connections with Political Parties and Groups
Summary
· LaLota has consistently aligned himself with the Republican and Conservative parties, receiving endorsements and official backing over numerous election cycles, which could be a liability with swing or independent voters (Suffolk Times, Massapequa Post).
· His public endorsement of Donald Trump in January 2024 and close association with the party’s right wing have drawn criticism, especially from opponents highlighting his alignment with Trump over bipartisan interests (East Hampton Star, New York Times).
· Despite touting a “common-sense conservative” and bipartisan image, LaLota votes with the Republican Party over 95% of the time, raising questions about the depth of his bipartisan credentials (Newsday, New York Times).
· Participation in both bipartisan caucuses and strongly conservative groups (e.g., Republican Study Committee, Problem Solvers Caucus) may lead to perceptions of inconsistency or opportunism in appealing to multiple constituencies (Wikipedia, City & State).
· Close involvement and leadership roles in local party organizations, such as the West End Republican Club and Babylon Republican Committee, could expose him to criticism if past local party maneuvers or controversies resurface (Amityville Record, Babylon Beacon).
Affiliation with Political Parties
Republican Party
2022: Nick LaLota Received Support From All 10 Republican Town Leaders And The Suffolk Conservative Party Leader According to Suffolk Times, “He says he has the backing of all 10 Republican town leaders, as well as the backing of the Suffolk County Conservative Party leader.” [Suffolk Times, 2/24/22]
2024: Nick LaLota Stated Party Affiliation As Republican, Conservative According to Patch, “Party affiliation: Republican, Conservative.” [Patch, 10/23/24]
January 2024: D.C.C.C. Criticized LaLota’s Alignment With Trump According to East Hampton Star, “The Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee issued a statement on Sunday in which a spokeswoman said that with his endorsement Mr. LaLota was ‘closing the loop on his dutiful and inevitable alignment with the most far-right members of the Republican Party.’” [East Hampton Star, 1/22/24]
2022: Nick LaLota Served As Chief Of Staff For Suffolk County Legislature And Received Republican And Conservative Party Endorsements According to City & State, “An ad for Nick LaLota, the chief of staff for the Suffolk County Legislature with the backing of both the Republican Party and the Conservative Party, calls him a ‘trusted Trump conservative.’” [City & State, 8/11/22]
March 2020: Nick LaLota Received Endorsements From Republican And Conservative Parties According to Massapequa Post, ‘LaLota has received the endorsements of the Nassau and Suffolk County Republican and Conservative parties.’ [Massapequa Post, 3/11/20]
July 2021: Nick LaLota Served As President Of West End Republican Club According to Babylon Beacon, ‘said Nick LaLota, president of the club. “This is the man that we can and will work hard to get seated,” he added, pointing to Tierney.’ [Babylon Beacon (New York), 7/15/21]
2021: Nick LaLota Served As President Of West End Republican Club And Vice Chair Of Babylon Town Republican Committee According to Amityville Record, “Nick LaLota, President of the West End Republican Club and vice chair of the Babylon Town Republican Committee.” [Amityville Record (New York), 11/10/21]
2021: Nick LaLota Attributed Republican Success In Suffolk To Public Opposition To Bail Reform And Government Overreach According to Amityville Record, ‘I think that the two big movements afoot in Suffolk County, dealing with bail reform and mandates and the over-reaching of government, led to a complete rejection of these policies at the polls,’ said Nick LaLota, President of the West End Republican Club and vice chair of the Babylon Town Republican Committee. ‘Some voters crossed over and many more Republicans went to the polls.’ [Amityville Record (New York), 11/10/21]
2023: LaLota Voted With Republican Party 95% Of The Time According to Newsday (New York), “D’Esposito and LaLota vote with the majority of the party 95% of the time and Garbarino 96% of the time, Voteview.com found.” [Newsday (New York), 7/25/23]
2023: LaLota Identified Himself As A “Common-Sense Conservative” According to Newsday (New York), ‘“We are common-sense conservatives,” LaLota said. “We don’t shy from a specifically fiscally conservative agenda, and we’re very strong on national defense and public safety.”’ [Newsday (New York), 7/25/23]
2023: Nick LaLota Identified Himself As A ‘Common-Sense Conservative’ Focused On Affordability And Border Security According to Newsday, “In response, LaLota criticized both Democrats and said he is ‘a common-sense conservative focused on making Long Island more affordable and the border more secure.’” [Newsday (New York), 10/5/23]
2024: New York Times Editorial Board Reported Nick LaLota Touted Bipartisan Credentials while Supporting Trump According to an editorial published in New York Times, “Mr. LaLota, the incumbent, has touted his bipartisan credentials even while supporting Donald Trump.” [Editorial - New York Times, 8/17/24]
2024: John Avlon Alleged Nick LaLota Opposed Lankford Immigration Bill in Deference to Trump According to an editorial published in New York Times, “Mr. Avlon said Mr. LaLota ‘took the knee’ in deference to Mr. Trump by opposing the Lankford bill.” [Editorial - New York Times, 8/17/24]
January 2024: LaLota Endorsed Donald Trump For President According to New York Times, “Mr. LaLota was more concerned with pleasing Mr. Trump, who he endorsed in January, than addressing the needs of his constituents.” [New York Times, 8/19/24]
August 2024: LaLota Claimed ‘Common-Sense Conservatives Like Me’ Have High Ground On Economic and Security Issues According to New York Times, “‘Common-sense conservatives like me have the high ground on economic and security issues,’ he added later.” [New York Times, 8/19/24]
2024: LaLota Endorsed Trump In January 2024 According to New York Times, “Mr. Avlon said that voters in the area were more concerned with the values and policy positions of their politicians and that Mr. LaLota was more concerned with pleasing Mr. Trump, who he endorsed in January, than addressing the needs of his constituents.” [New York Times, 8/20/24]
2024: LaLota Cited Himself As A Common-Sense Conservative With Economic Focus According to New York Times, ‘“Common-sense conservatives like me have the high ground on economic and security issues,” he added later.’ [New York Times, 8/20/24]
Participation in Caucuses or Congressional Groups
Centrist Groups (e.g., No Labels)
Nick LaLota Joined Republican Main Street Partnership, Problem Solvers Caucus, And Other Bipartisan Caucuses According to Wikipedia, “Republican Main Street Partnership … Republican Governance Group … Problem Solvers Caucus … SALT Caucus … For Country Caucus … Long Island Sound Caucus (co-chair) … Shellfish Caucus.” [Wikipedia, 6/2/24]
2023: Nick LaLota Joined Republican Study Committee In Congress According to City & State (New York), “Williams is also a member of the Republican Study Committee along with fellow freshman Rep. Nick LaLota of Long Island. The caucus consists of many conservative members of the House majority and is behind many of the most far-right policy pushes coming from the chamber since Republicans took control at the start of this year.” [City & State (New York), 7/24/23]
2023: LaLota Ranked As The 18th-Most Moderate House Republican By Voteview.com According to Newsday (New York), “LaLota stands as the 18th-most moderate [Republican].” [Newsday (New York), 7/25/23]
2023: LaLota Participated In Problem Solvers Caucus And Republican Governance Group According to Newsday (New York), “Garbarino, D’Esposito and LaLota embrace their ability to work with Democrats. They tout their membership in the bipartisan Problem Solvers Caucus and the moderate Republican Governance Group, and often recruit Democrats as co-sponsors to their bills.” [Newsday (New York), 7/25/23]
2024: LaLota Noted An Alliance Between Freedom Caucus And SALT Caucus Members On Tax Bill Opposition According to CBS - 3 WREG, Rep. Nick LaLota (R-N.Y.) said there was an ‘odd coalition that’s formed between Freedom Caucus members and the SALT Caucus members.’ [CBS - 3 WREG, 2/1/24]
Nick LaLota Belonged To The Bipartisan Problem Solvers Caucus As Of 2024 According to Long Island Press, “LaLota, a member of the bipartisan Problem Solvers Caucus, is running against former CNN anchor John Avlon (D-Sag Harbor).” [Long Island Press (New York), 8/6/24]
New York Republican Delegation
2024: Rep. Nick LaLota Included In Major GOP Joint Fundraising Committees According to City & State (New York), “The associated Protect the House New York also includes Reps. Nick LaLota, Andrew Garbarino and Nicole Malliotakis. Johnson’s Grow the Majority and the associated Grow the Majority NY is fundraising for over three dozen candidates, including all the same New Yorkers […]” [City & State (New York), 2/5/24]
Relationship with Local Political Organizations
Amityville First Party
2013: Nick LaLota Worked As Campaign Manager For Amityville First Party According to Amityville Record, “I came into this roughly a year ago as campaign manger for the Amityville First Party, working with Jim, Jessica Bernius and Pete Himmelman, and at that time we focused on stabilizing the Village’s finances and controlling taxes,” said LaLota. [Amityville Record (New York), 1/22/14]
2014: Nick LaLota Was Supported By Mayor James P. Wandell’s Amityville First Party According to Amityville Record, “Amityville candidates run on minor party lines such as the Mayor James P. Wandell’s Amityville First Party, which is supporting LaLota.” [Amityville Record (New York), 1/29/14]
2013: Nick LaLota Served As Amityville First Party Campaign Manager According to Amityville Record, “In that election, LaLota, who works for Sen. Phil Boyle, was the Amityville First Party’s campaign manager and is credited with that party’s success against a strong opponent who had major party support.” [Amityville Record (New York), 1/29/14]
Nick LaLota Held Official Role In Amityville First Party In 2018 According to Amityville Record (New York), “Officials for the Amityville First Party said the flyer was done independently and that Morin did not know about it. ‘We took pains to make sure he was not involved,’ said LaLota, who is a member and official of the Amityville First Party.” [Amityville Record (New York), 3/7/18]
Nick LaLota Compared Amityville First Party Mailers To Prior Political Opposition In 2018 According to Amityville Record (New York), “He added that the flyer parallels the Long Island Law Enforcement PAC’s opposition to his candidacy last year, ‘except that our mailings include well-referenced facts, which are relevant to the elected position sought,’ he said.” [Amityville Record (New York), 3/7/18]
Suffolk County Board of Elections
2016: Nick LaLota Provided Election Results For Suffolk Conservative Party Leadership Fight According to Newsday (New York), “he slate of party committee members backing insurgent Brookhaven Conservative co-chairman Kenneth Auerbach outnumber backers of current county chairman Frank Tinari by about 730 to 570, according to unofficial election results, said county Board of Elections Commissioner Nick LaLota, a Republican.” [Newsday (New York), 9/16/16]
2016: Nick LaLota Calculated Weighted Votes In Suffolk Conservative Party Contest According to Newsday (New York), “When tallies for committee candidates are weighted based on turnout in the last gubernatorial election, Auerbach leads Tinari 11,446 to 8,751, according to LaLota. The election is determined by weighted votes.” [Newsday (New York), 9/16/16]
Local Campaign Teams
2020: Nick LaLota Served As Interim President Of Newly Formed West End Republican Club In Babylon Town According to Amityville Record, “said Nick LaLota, who serves as interim president of the Club.” [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
2020: Nick LaLota Stated Club Intended To Rejuvenate Republicanism In Babylon Town According to Amityville Record, “The hope is to be able to rejuvenate a sense of Republicanism in these areas,” said Nick LaLota, who serves as interim president of the Club. [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
2020: Nick LaLota Outlined Club’s Mission To Promote Republicanism And Patriotism According to Amityville Record, ‘“The club’s mission is to foster loyalty and patriotism toward the United States of America, respect for its flag and to promote the principles of Republicanism within the areas it covers,” said LaLota.’ [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
2020: Nick LaLota Confirmed Officers Would Serve Until Club Elections Held Next Year According to Amityville Record, ‘“This is the initial start and next year we will hold election of officers to carry the club forward,” said LaLota. “That does not mean that the officers who are currently serving will not serve in the future; it is just that we want to make the process as open as possible.”’ [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
2020: Nick LaLota Emphasized Goal To Engage In National Election Debate And Support Law Enforcement According to Amityville Record, ‘“We want to give local voters a chance to know what the Republican Party stands for-in support of law enforcement and first responders; acknowledging that this country is great and that we all should be proud of the things that are great about it,” said LaLota.’ [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
2020: Nick LaLota Stated Club Would Support Local Republican Candidates According to Amityville Record, ‘“We will be working hard to get Republican candidates like Eugene Murray (who is running against NYS Assemblywoman Kimberly Jean-Pierre in the 11th District).”’ [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
2020: Nick LaLota Indicated Plans For Club Meetings And Social Media Presence According to Amityville Record, ‘Plans are also underway for an email account and Facebook page for the club.’ and ‘“We have no offices yet, so we will get together at various places,” said LaLota. “We want to be able to organize, but we also want to make it fun.”’ [Amityville Record (New York), 8/12/20]
