Outcomes, Impacts, and Public Response
Summary
· Allegations of campaign finance violations, even though dismissed by the FEC, have brought negative attention and provided fodder for opponents’ attacks (Newsday, 5/21/24).
· LaLota and his team have repeatedly characterized investigations and complaints as politically motivated, which may undermine trust among some voters (East Hampton Star, 4/27/23).
· Past legal challenges about eligibility and attempts to appeal disqualifications highlight procedural vulnerabilities and raise questions about compliance with election laws (Newsday, 5/16/20).
· Open criticism from both Democratic and Republican local leaders reveals that LaLota has faced opposition not only from rivals but also within his own party (Newsday, 5/16/20).
· Public disputes over the handling of allegations and legal decisions may erode confidence in LaLota’s transparency and commitment to election integrity.
Political and Public Reactions
Media Coverage and Statements
LaLota’s Spokesman Dismissed Allegations As Politically Motivated In April 2023 According to East Hampton Star, “Will Kiley, a spokesman for Mr. LaLota, said yesterday that ‘the fact the first time we’re seeing this accusation is from the media, and not from the F.E.C. itself, demonstrates that the complaint is political and weak — a mere attention-grabbing move from a shady do-nothing progressive group that, unlike Congressman Nick LaLota, doesn’t actually care about delivering real results for Long Island families, protecting our environment, and supporting veterans.’” [East Hampton Star, 4/27/23]
2020: Suffolk And Nassau GOP Leaders Criticized Court Decision On LaLota According to Newsday, “Suffolk GOP Chairman Jesse Garcia and Nassau GOP Chairman Joseph Cairo disagreed with the court’s decision and are ‘considering all legal options,’ spokesman Mike Deery said.” [Newsday (New York), 5/16/20]
2020: Suffolk Democratic Chairman Stated Law Is Clear In LaLota Disqualification According to Newsday, “Suffolk Democratic Chairman Richard Schaffer said the ‘law is clear’ and LaLota’s leave of absence tactic ‘made no sense.’ ‘You can’t run for office and still be in charge of counting the votes of the office you’re running for,’ Schaffer said.” [Newsday (New York), 5/16/20]
Statements by Nick LaLota or Representatives
Nick LaLota Characterized Dismissed Complaint As Partisan Attack In 2024 According to Newsday, “‘This complaint was not newsworthy six months ago and its subsequent and predictable dismissal is not newsworthy today,’ LaLota said Monday. He added it is the first of ‘what will be many unserious and partisan attacks from liberal dark money groups.’” [Newsday (New York), 5/21/24]
Legal Outcomes and Resolutions
Pending Cases
2020: LaLota Pledged To Appeal Disqualification To New York’s Top Court According to Newsday, “he said Friday afternoon he will ask New York’s top court to hear his appeal.” [Newsday (New York), 5/16/20]
Dismissals and Withdrawals
2024: FEC Dismissed Campaign-Finance Complaint Against Nick LaLota According to Newsday, “The Federal Election Commission has dismissed a liberal group’s complaint of a campaign-finance law violation against Rep. Nick LaLota (R-Amityville) without addressing the merits of the case.” [Newsday (New York), 5/21/24]
