Legislation and Voting Records on Labor Unions
Summary
· In 2015, Nick LaLota described Amityville Village’s proposed night differential for police as “relatively generous,” stating that it compared favorably to the Suffolk County PBA standard and highlighting the village’s efforts to be “as liberal as possible” in negotiations (Newsday, 6/15/15).
· LaLota criticized the Amityville PBA for asking for contract terms exceeding those of their Suffolk County counterparts, arguing that such requests did not take into account the village’s serious financial difficulties (Newsday, 6/15/15).
· From at least 2017, LaLota had a contentious relationship with the local police union, urging the union to reopen their contract and provide financial concessions to help address the village’s financial crisis (Amityville Record, 7/19/17).
· LaLota’s stances consistently emphasized fiscal responsibility, prioritizing the village’s financial health over union demands, which sometimes put him at odds with union leadership.
· Potential vulnerability: LaLota’s public disputes with the police union and calls for contract givebacks could be criticized by labor groups or union supporters as being unsupportive of organized labor.
Statements on Labor Policy Bills
Criticism of Proposed Union Laws
2015: Nick LaLota Characterized Amityville’s Night Differential Proposal As Generous Compared To Suffolk County PBA Standard According to Newsday, ‘Based on that interpretation, LaLota said, the village proposal is relatively generous. The village will not pursue clawbacks and gave union officials and lawyers ample notice of the change, he said. ’We wanted to be as liberal as possible,’ he said.’ [Newsday (New York), 6/15/15]
2015: Nick LaLota Criticized Amityville PBA For Requesting More Than Suffolk County Counterparts Amid Financial Strain According to Newsday, ‘That, he said, was in contrast to the PBA position. ’By asking for more than their Suffolk County counterparts, they fail to recognize the dire financial straits this village is in,’ he said.’ [Newsday (New York), 6/15/15]
Support and Opposition to Union-Related Legislation
2017: Nick Lalota Was At Odds With Police Union President Christian Mullin Over Police Contract According to Amityville Record, “Mullin is the president of the police officer’s union and the two have sparred, personally and publicly, since Lalota was elected to office. Lalota consistently pointed to the costs of police services in the Village and asked the union to open the contract and provide some financial givebacks to help the Village over its financial crisis.” [Amityville Record, 7/19/17]
