Affordable Housing Initiatives
Summary
· In 2014, Nick LaLota advanced a tax abatement proposal to encourage downtown living and increase foot traffic in Amityville, focusing on the downtown area and potentially excluding projects like the Brunswick Hospital property (Newsday, 6/23/14).
· LaLota argued that Amityville’s police pay structure was financially unsustainable, referencing a New York State comptroller’s report and substantial municipal debt (Newsday, 7/22/14), suggesting fiscal constraints may impact housing initiatives.
· As a village trustee in 2016, LaLota proposed creating a transit-oriented district to replace industrial areas near the Amityville LIRR station with residential development, considering higher-density and taller buildings closer to transit, and promoting amenities for increased density (Newsday, 5/17/16).
· LaLota described shifting from industrial to high-end residential use near the train station as an “upgrade” for the village, emphasizing local priorities in redevelopment (Newsday, 5/17/16).
· In 2024, LaLota opposed federal and state intervention in local housing construction, stating that decisions should remain with local governments, while supporting local reuse of strip malls for housing and advocating first-time homebuyer tax credits (Newsday, 10/22/24; Editorial, Newsday, 10/24/24).
· Potential vulnerability: LaLota’s resistance to broader government involvement in affordable housing could limit access to additional funding or policy tools that may be available at the federal or state level.
Support for Mixed-Use Development
Advocacy for downtown revitalization
2014: Nick LaLota Explained Intent Of Amityville Tax Abatement Proposal According to Newsday, “‘The intent is to catalyze downtown living and thereby the foot traffic around our downtown,’ he wrote in an email, adding that the plan has been positively received by downtown landlords.” [Newsday (New York), 6/23/14]
2014: Nick LaLota Noted Tax Abatement Measure Would Focus On Downtown Amityville According to Newsday, “LaLota said the measure would focus on the downtown area. It was not clear if a possible mixed-use project at the Brunswick Hospital property to the north would be eligible.” [Newsday (New York), 6/23/14]
2014: LaLota Argued Police Pay Was Unsustainable For Amityville According to Newsday, “LaLota has argued for months that current police pay is unsustainable, citing a report on village finances from the New York State comptroller’s office and $10 million in debt.” [Newsday (New York), 7/22/14]
2016: Nick LaLota Proposed Transit-Oriented District For Residential Development Near Amityville LIRR Station According to Newsday, “Amityville Village trustee Nick LaLota is proposing a transit-oriented district to promote residential development in a mostly industrial area near the village’s Long Island Rail Road station.” [Newsday (New York), 5/17/16]
2016: Nick LaLota Circulated Draft Proposal For Higher And Denser Development Near Amityville LIRR Station According to Newsday, ‘Under a draft of the proposal that LaLota circulated last week, buildings could fill up to 80 percent of the lots they occupy. Amenities could be traded for density, with terms set by the board of trustees. The highest density would be reserved for buildings 300 feet or less from the platform, with limits set at four stories and 48 units per acre.’ [Newsday (New York), 5/17/16]
2024: LaLota Opposed Federal Involvement in Local Housing Decisions According to Newsday, “LaLota said the federal government should not be involved in that process. ‘If that’s the desire of a village mayor, a town supervisor or county executive, it’s their choice,’ LaLota said. ‘The fed shouldn’t step into nor should the state government. That’s not what Long Island needs whatsoever.’” [Newsday (New York), 10/22/24]
2024: Newsday Editorial Board Reported Nick LaLota Opposed Direct Federal Or State Role in Housing Construction According to an editorial published in Newsday, “LaLota says there is no direct role for the federal or state governments in building housing but he is not opposed to reusing strip malls if the local village mayor, town supervisor and county executive support it, and he does favor creating more first-time homebuyer tax credits.” [Editorial - Newsday (New York), 10/24/24]
Promotion of retail and residential integration
2016: Nick LaLota Indicated Residential Use Would Replace Industrial Use As An ‘Upgrade’ For Amityville According to Newsday, ‘“You’re trading industrial use for high-end residential use, and that is an upgrade for the village,” LaLota said. “I don’t know any residents who are begging to have a factory next to them.”’ [Newsday (New York), 5/17/16]
