Higher Education and Military Training
Summary
· Inconsistencies in reported length of military service: Various sources list LaLota’s Navy service as seven, eight, or eleven years, creating confusion about his actual years served (Suffolk Times, PoliticsNY, Newsday)
· Multiple sources needed to clarify basic biography points—such as number of deployments, roles, and exact graduation years—suggest public narrative may be incomplete or inconsistent (Wikipedia, Suffolk Times)
· Discrepancies in reported academic credentials and degree completion timelines make it difficult to clearly verify educational background without further documentation (Patch, Newsday)
· Public scrutiny and defensive responses regarding his educational degrees (especially in response to criticism during the George Santos controversy) risk detracting from his message and fueling further doubts about his record (New York Post, City & State)
· Reports of balancing full-time employment and part-time law school using vacation and personal time could raise questions about the depth of commitment to each role (Newsday)
U.S. Naval Academy (Annapolis)
Military Training and Discipline
Nick LaLota Served In The U.S. Navy For Eight Years According to Suffolk Times, “He served in the U.S. Navy for eight years and most recently has been named the chief of staff for Suffolk County Legislature Presiding Officer Kevin McCarrick (R-Lindenhurst).” [Suffolk Times, 2/24/22]
LaLota Served 11 Years In The US Navy According to PoliticsNY, “Congressional candidate, Nick LaLota spent eleven years serving the country he loves within the US Navy and has now set his sights on Washington.” [PoliticsNY, 10/14/22]
Nick LaLota Graduated From The U.S. Naval Academy And Served As a Lieutenant According to Suffolk Times, “A graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, he rose to the rank of lieutenant while serving in the military.” [Suffolk Times, 10/21/24]
2000s: Nick LaLota Served Eight Years In The U.S. Navy With Three Overseas Deployments According to Wikipedia, “He served in the U.S. Navy for eight years, serving three overseas deployments.” [Wikipedia, 6/2/24]
Nick LaLota Served In The U.S. Navy Prior To Political Career According to TBR News Media, “Following his own service in the Navy, LaLota returned to Long Island to work in local government.” [TBR News Media, 10/31/24]
Nick LaLota Served As Surface Warfare Officer On USS Curts And USS Carl Vinson According to NickLaLota.com, “As a Surface Warfare Officer, Nick served as Assistant Operations Officer on the USS Curts and as a Tactical Action Officer on USS Carl Vinson, a nuclear powered Aircraft Carrier. For his service he was awarded a Joint Service Commendation Medal in support of the Global War on Terrorism.” [NickLaLota.com, 2/20/25]
Nick LaLota Served Seven Years In U.S. Navy Before Retiring As Lieutenant According to Newsday (New York), “LaLota graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy and served in the Navy for seven years before retiring as a lieutenant.” [Newsday (New York), 4/8/13]
Nick LaLota Served Seven Years In The Navy After His Graduation According to Massapequa Post, ‘After graduation and commissioning, he served seven years in the Navy, deploying overseas three times.’ [Massapequa Post, 3/11/20]
June 2022: Nick LaLota Was Reported To Be A U.S. Navy Veteran According to Newsday, “LaLota, a U.S. Navy veteran who reported $282,000 in campaign donations in the first quarter, said, ‘Congress is better served by members who will fight to protect the dollar rather than promoting an alternative to it.’” [Newsday (New York), 6/17/22]
Nick LaLota Graduated From The United States Naval Academy And Served As A Navy Lieutenant According to Suffolk County News, “Selected for academic record and leadership, LaLota attended and earned his degree from Annapolis. LaLota entered the Navy and attained the rank of lieutenant. Serving our nation in uniform, LaLota was sent overseas on three separate occasions, deploying to 20 countries. As a surface warfare officer, LaLota served as assistant operations officer on the USS Curts and as a tactical action officer on USS Carl Vinson, a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier.” [Suffolk County News, 8/4/22]
Nick LaLota Was Awarded A Joint Service Commendation Medal For Service In The Global War On Terrorism According to Suffolk County News, “For his service he was awarded a Joint Service Commendation Medal in support of the Global War on Terrorism.” [Suffolk County News, 8/4/22]
Nick LaLota Was A U.S. Navy Veteran According To 2022 Report According to Long Island Press, “The U.S. Navy veteran hopes to help flip the U.S. House of Representatives from its current Democratic majority.” [Long Island Press (New York), 10/13/22]
2023: LaLota Served In Navy For 11 Years According to Newsday (New York), ‘LaLota, citing his experience during 11 years of service in the Navy, said the diversity programs didn’t sync well with the military.’ [Newsday (New York), 7/25/23]
Nick LaLota Attributed His Commitment To Public Service To His Military Background In 2024 According to Statesman: SUNY, Stony Brook, “He explained how his military background shaped his approach to public service and reinforced his commitment to being held accountable to his constituents.” [Statesman: SUNY, Stony Brook, 10/31/24]
LaLota Served As Navy Lieutenant And Deployed Overseas Three Times According to Long Island Advance, “LaLota entered the Navy and attained the rank of lieutenant. Serving the nation in uniform, LaLota was sent overseas on three separate occasions, deploying to 20 countries.” [Long Island Advance (Patchogue, New York), 8/25/22]
Admission and Selection
Nick LaLota Graduated From U.S. Naval Academy In 2000 And Served Overseas Until 2007 According to Suffolk Times, “Mr. LaLota, 43, grew up in Bay Shore and graduated from St. Anthony’s High School, and then graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy in 2000. He was commissioned as an officer and served overseas on three deployments before leaving the Navy in 2007.” [Suffolk Times, 2/24/22]
Nick LaLota Attended The U.S. Naval Academy And Served As Navy Lieutenant According to NRCC.org, “While a Senior in high school Nick applied to one of the few coveted spots at the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. Selected for academic record and leadership, Nick attended and earned his degree from Annapolis. Nick entered the Navy and attained the rank of Lieutenant. Serving our nation in uniform, Nick was sent overseas on three separate occasions, deploying to twenty countries.” [NRCC.org, 1/20/23]
Nick LaLota Attended United States Naval Academy And Served As Navy Officer According to NickLaLota.com, “Nick applied to one of the few coveted spots at the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. Selected for academic record and leadership, Nick attended and earned his degree from Annapolis. Nick entered the Navy and attained the rank of Lieutenant. Serving our nation in uniform, Nick was sent overseas on three separate occasions, deploying to twenty countries.” [NickLaLota.com, 2/20/25]
Nick LaLota Served Seven Years In The Navy After Graduating Annapolis In 2000 According to Amityville Record, “LaLota was born and raised on Long Island and is a class of 2000 graduate of the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. After graduation and commissioning, he served seven years in the Navy, deploying overseas three times.” [Amityville Record, 3/11/20]
Nick LaLota Was Born And Raised On Long Island And Graduated From U.S. Naval Academy In 2000 According to Massapequa Post, ‘LaLota was born and raised on Long Island and is a class of 2000 graduate of the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis.’ [Massapequa Post, 3/11/20]
LaLota Attended U.S. Naval Academy And Served As Navy Lieutenant According to Suffolk County News, “While a senior in high school, LaLota applied to one of the spots at the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. Selected for academic record and leadership, LaLota attended and earned his degree from Annapolis. LaLota entered the Navy and attained the rank of lieutenant.” [Suffolk County News (Sayville, New York), 8/25/22]
LaLota Attended And Graduated From United States Naval Academy According to Long Island Advance, “While a senior in high school, LaLota applied to one of the spots at the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis. Selected for academic record and leadership, LaLota attended and earned his degree from Annapolis.” [Long Island Advance (Patchogue, New York), 8/25/22]
Academic Studies
2000: Nick LaLota Graduated From United States Naval Academy According to Wikipedia, “He graduated from St. Anthony’s High School and, in 2000, from the United States Naval Academy.” [Wikipedia, 6/2/24]
Nick LaLota Reported Education at U.S. Naval Academy and Hofstra University According to Patch, “St. Anthony’s High School (℅ 1996), U.S. Naval Academy B.S. (℅ 2000), Hofstra University MBA (℅ 2012), Hofstra University JD (℅ 2020).” [Patch, 10/23/24]
Nick Lalota Graduated From Annapolis And Hofstra University According to Amityville Record, “Lalota is a graduate of Annapolis and a U.S. Navy veteran. He is a graduate of Hofstra University with a degree in business.” [Amityville Record (New York), 4/10/13]
2013: Nick Lalota Was A U.S. Navy Veteran With Family According to Amityville Record, “Lalota is a graduate of Annapolis and a U.S. Navy veteran. […] He and his wife Kaylie have two daughters.” [Amityville Record (New York), 4/10/13]
Nick LaLota Was A Graduate Of Annapolis And Hofstra University According to Amityville Record, “LaLota is a graduate of Annapolis and a U.S. Navy veteran. He is a graduate of Hofstra University with a degree in business and served on the staff of New York Sen. Phil Boyle and is now the Republican Commissioner of the Suffolk County Board of Elections. He is studying for a law degree at Hofstra.” [Amityville Record (New York), 1/16/19]
LaLota Attended and Graduated From US Naval Academy According to Islip Bulletin (New York), “LaLota attended and earned his degree from Annapolis.” [Islip Bulletin (New York), 8/4/22]
Nick LaLota Graduated From The U.S. Naval Academy According to Amityville Record, ‘I felt a lot like I did the day I graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy when my brother Dan put on my officer rank insignia,’ said LaLota, adding that in both instances he was stepping into a role that came with a great responsibility of service. [Amityville Record (New York), 1/18/23]
Nick LaLota Graduated From The U.S. Naval Academy According to Babylon Beacon, ‘I felt a lot like I did the day I graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy when my brother Dan put on my officer rank insignia,’ said LaLota, adding that in both instances he was stepping into a role that came with a great responsibility of service. [Babylon Beacon (New York), 1/19/23]
Studies at Hofstra University
Degree Programs
Nick LaLota Earned MBA And Juris Doctor From Hofstra University According to NRCC.org, “Nick is a cum laude graduate from Hofstra University’s Zarb School of Business with a Masters Degree in Business Administration (MBA). In addition, Nick holds a Juris Doctor from Hofstra University’s Maurice A. Dean School of Law.” [NRCC.org, 1/20/23]
Nick LaLota Earned MBA And JD Degrees From Hofstra University According to Wikipedia, “He earned a Master of Business Administration and a Juris Doctor from Hofstra University.” [Wikipedia, 6/2/24]
Nick LaLota Graduated Cum Laude From Hofstra University’s Zarb School Of Business And Earned MBA And JD According to NickLaLota.com, “Nick is a cum laude graduate from Hofstra University’s Zarb School of Business with a Masters Degree in Business Administration (MBA). In addition, Nick holds a Juris Doctor from Hofstra University’s Maurice A. Dean School of Law.” [NickLaLota.com, 2/20/25]
Nick LaLota Held MBA From Hofstra University And Graduated From U.S. Naval Academy According to Newsday (New York), “He has an MBA from Hofstra University. […] LaLota graduated from the U.S. Naval Academy and served in the Navy for seven years before retiring as a lieutenant.” [Newsday (New York), 4/8/13]
September 2017: Nick LaLota Started Part-Time Law School While Serving As Suffolk Republican Elections Commissioner According to Newsday (New York), “Suffolk’s Republican Elections Commissioner Nick LaLota last week started as a part-time student at Hofstra University Law School, but he vowed he would continue to work 70 hours every two weeks as required even though he has to take day classes in his first year.” [Newsday (New York), 9/4/17]
2017: Nick LaLota Stated He Could Manage Election Duties And Law School By Using Vacation And Supervisory Flexibility According to Newsday (New York), “LaLota, who is in a four-year program, added he also will use vacation and personal time, if necessary, to fulfill his work requirements.” [Newsday (New York), 9/4/17]
Nick LaLota Earned An MBA And A Law Degree Cum Laude From Hofstra University According to Suffolk County News, “LaLota is a cum laude graduate from Hofstra University’s Zarb School of Business with a master’s degree in business administration (MBA). In addition, LaLota holds a Juris Doctor from Hofstra University’s Maurice A. Dean School of Law.” [Suffolk County News, 8/4/22]
LaLota Held MBA And JD From Hofstra University According to Islip Bulletin (New York), “LaLota is a cum laude graduate from Hofstra University’s Zarb School of Business with a master’s degree in business administration (MBA). In addition, LaLota holds a Juris Doctor from Hofstra University’s Maurice A. Dean School of Law.” [Islip Bulletin (New York), 8/4/22]
Business Studies and Law
2018: Nick LaLota Was Serving As Amityville Village Trustee And Attending Hofstra Law According to Amityville Record, ‘I guess what we are seeing is the result of Nick’s going to law school,’ said Siry, laughing. LaLota is studying law at Hofstra University.” [Amityville Record, 2/7/18]
March 2018: Nick LaLota Cited Law School Assignments As Reason For Absence According to Amityville Record, “He added that he did not attend the social on March 4 because he was working on a five-page assignment regarding the Taxing and Spending Clause of the U.S. Constitution. LaLota is studying law at Hofstra.” [Amityville Record (New York), 4/4/18]
Continuing Education and Professional Development
Skills Acquired for Public Service
2017: Nick LaLota Commented On Criticism Over Balancing His Job And Law School According to Newsday (New York), “LaLota responded, ‘A party boss with three full-time jobs might want to pass the next time he’s asked to comment on a public employee who is using the GI Bill to attend part-time classes to better himself and his public service.’” [Newsday (New York), 9/4/17]
Graduate and Law Studies
December 2023: LaLota Spokesperson Responded To Santos’s Accusation About Degrees According to New York Post, “A rep for LaLota shot back, saying Santos was ‘just mad the congressman has three actual degrees while he lied about having one.’” [New York Post, 12/3/23]
2023: Nick LaLota Spokesperson Dismissed Santos’ Allegations About LaLota’s Education According to City & State (New York), “A spokesperson for LaLota dismissed the allegations Santos made as well. ‘George is just mad the congressman has three actual degrees while he lied about having one,’ Will Kiley said.” [City & State (New York), 12/4/23]
