Federal Funding, Infrastructure, and Economic Growth
Summary
· Nick LaLota has consistently prioritized securing federal funding for infrastructure projects in his district, including road repairs, airport improvements, and coastal protection (Newsday, Long Island Business News).
· In 2015, LaLota proposed $500,000 for targeted road repairs, demonstrating early commitment to local infrastructure needs (Newsday).
· He has actively advocated for increased returns from federal taxes paid by Long Islanders, emphasizing the need for fair infrastructure investment in the region (Long Island Business News).
· In 2024, LaLota secured over $5.3 million in federal grants for Long Island airports, supporting both Francis Gabreski Airport and Elizabeth Field (Long Island Business News).
· LaLota’s stated infrastructure priorities also include funding for Brookhaven National Laboratory, Northeast rail preservation, and flood protection initiatives, all with an eye toward economic growth and resiliency (Newsday Online).
· A potential vulnerability is Long Island’s historic pattern of sending more tax revenue to Washington than it receives in return, highlighting the ongoing challenge to secure adequate federal investment (Long Island Business News).
Securing Federal Funds for Constituents
Requests for infrastructure funding
2015: Nick LaLota Proposed $500,000 For Amityville Road Repairs According to Newsday (New York), “LaLota’s budget draft calls for $500,000 to be spent on road repairs, enough for two as-yet unidentified quarter-mile sections.” [Newsday (New York), 4/21/15]
February 2023: Nick LaLota Requested Infrastructure Funds For Suffolk County During Biden Interaction According to Newsday (New York), “As the chamber emptied, CD1 Rep. Nick LaLota moved from the GOP side to where Biden was holding court to shake his hand and make a request. LaLota said he hopes the infrastructure dollars Biden was highlighting in his speech make their way to Suffolk County, Long Island.” [Newsday (New York), 2/11/23]
2024: Nick LaLota Announced Over $5.3M In Federal Grants For LI Airports According to Long Island Business News, “Francis Gabreski Airport in Westhampton Beach and Elizabeth Field on Fishers Island would each receive federal funding as a part of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Airport Infrastructure Grant (AIG) program, funded by the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, according to U.S. Rep Nick Lalota.” [Long Island Business News, 2/16/24]
2024: Nick LaLota Emphasized Importance Of Infrastructure Returns For Long Islanders According to Long Island Business News, ‘Long Islanders have notoriously paid more in taxes to Washington than we get back,’ he added. ‘It is important we see an appropriate return in the form of infrastructure improvements.’ [Long Island Business News, 2/16/24]
2025: LaLota Prioritized Brookhaven Lab, Rail, Infrastructure, And Flood Protection According to Newsday Online (New York), “Other top priorities, he said, include funding for Brookhaven National Laboratory, which is in his district, and preserving funding for Northeast rail. He also mentioned investments in resiliency and infrastructure to protect his district’s thousand-mile coastline from flooding and erosion, and funding for the National Flood Insurance Program.” [Newsday Online (New York), 2/13/25]
2025: Nick LaLota Prioritized Funding For Brookhaven National Laboratory And Northeast Rail According to Newsday, “Other top priorities, he said, include funding for Brookhaven National Laboratory, which is in his district, and preserving funding for Northeast rail. He also mentioned investments in resiliency and infrastructure to protect his district’s thousand-mile coastline from flooding and erosion, and funding for the National Flood Insurance Program.” [Newsday (New York), 2/13/25]
Advocacy for local project support
2024: Nick LaLota Advocated For Airport Funding On Long Island According to Long Island Business News, ‘The more federal funding coming to Long Island, the better,’ LaLota, who had advocated for the funding to advance the projects, said in a written statement. [Long Island Business News, 2/16/24]
