Judicial Appointments and Reform
Summary
· Nick Begich has consistently opposed expanding the size of the U.S. Supreme Court, stating that nine justices are sufficient (Anchorage Daily News interview, Alaska Dispatch News).
· In public forums, Begich reaffirmed his commitment to upholding the U.S. Constitution and emphasized his belief in the Supreme Court’s responsibility to rule in accordance with constitutional principles (Peninsula Clarion, Juneau Empire).
· Begich expressed confidence that the Supreme Court will adequately review executive actions and uphold checks and balances between government branches.
· He indicated that as a member of Congress, he would exercise authority to safeguard constitutional governance and challenge potential executive overreach.
· No explicit vulnerabilities or contradictions are evident in Begich’s statements, as his positions have remained consistent across different sources and dates.
Approach to Federal Judiciary
Stance on Court Expansion
2022: Nick Begich Opposed Expanding The Size Of The Supreme Court In an interview with Anchorage Daily News, Nick Begich said, “No. Nine justices is sufficient to carry out the business of the court.” [Interview - Nick Begich with Anchorage Daily News, 5/29/22]
2022: Nick Begich Opposed Expanding the U.S. Supreme Court In an interview with Alaska Dispatch News, Nick Begich stated, “No. Nine justices is sufficient to carry out the business of the court.” [Interview - Nick Begich with Alaska Dispatch News, 5/1/22]
Views on Judicial Independence
February 2025: Nick Begich Affirmed Commitment To The Constitution And Expected Supreme Court Review Of Executive Actions According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich answered Joel’s unfinished question by saying he has sworn an oath and is a firm believer in the Constitution. He said he has faith the Supreme Court will rule in accordance with the Constitution and that in Congress, they will exercise authority when possible.” [Peninsula Clarion, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Addressed Court Challenges To Executive Authority And Affirmed Support For Constitution According to Juneau Empire, “Begich answered Joel’s unfinished question by saying he has sworn an oath and is a firm believer in the Constitution. He said he has faith the Supreme Court will rule in accordance with the Constitution and that in Congress, they will exercise authority when possible.” [Juneau Empire, 2/18/25]
