Affordable Housing Access and Development
Summary
· Proposing to open more federal land for development could face opposition from environmentalists and those concerned about land management (Anchorage Daily News, 10/11/24).
· Calling for the Federal Reserve to lower interest rates may be seen as unrealistic or outside the influence of a state politician (Anchorage Daily News, 10/11/24).
· Advocacy for large infrastructure projects, like the Gravina Island bridge, risks criticism as “pork-barrel” spending and for reviving controversial proposals (Alaska Dispatch News, 9/15/22).
· Criticism of canceling community projects like the bridge could backfire with voters still wary of past failed projects and their associated costs (Daily Sitka Sentinel, 9/16/22).
· Emphasizing federal land and massive infrastructure may neglect local, incremental solutions to the housing crisis, leading to accusations of overlooking practical improvements.
Federal Role in Alaska and Rural Housing
Support for Federal Funding in Rural Housing
October 2024: Begich Proposed More Federal Land For Housing To Address Alaska’s Crisis According to Anchorage Daily News, “To address Alaska’s housing crisis, Begich said more federal land in Alaska should be opened for development. He also said more pressure should be exerted on the U.S. Federal Reserve to drop interest rates.” [Anchorage Daily News, 10/11/24]
October 2024: Begich Proposed Opening Federal Land And Pressuring Fed On Interest Rates To Address Housing Crisis According to Anchorage Daily News, “To address Alaska s housing crisis, Begich said more federal land in Alaska should be opened for development. He also said more pressure should be exerted on the U.S. Federal Reserve to drop interest rates.” [Anchorage Daily News, 10/11/24]
Approach to Housing Supply and Construction
Support for Increased Housing Construction
September 2022: Begich Proposed Bridge To Gravina Island To Address Housing Shortage According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich got the loudest applause when he suggested that a bridge from Ketchikan to Gravina Island, home to the city’s airport, could help with a housing shortage.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/15/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Criticized Politicians For Canceling Community Projects Like The Gravina Island Bridge According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich brought applause in the city’s civic center when he reminded attendees of the bridge. ‘If we had a bridge in Ketchikan to Gravina Island, maybe we wouldn’t have such a problem with housing down here,’ Begich said. ‘I will tell you, you know, when you see politicians trying to score political points by canceling the projects that this community relies on, that should tell you everything about where their priorities are. It’s not with you. It’s with them,’ he said.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 9/16/22]
