Arctic and Alaskan Security and Sovereignty
Summary
· Nick Begich has repeatedly echoed or declined to correct false claims by Donald Trump about U.S. aid and casualties in Ukraine, raising concerns about his willingness to confront misinformation (Anchorage Daily News, Feb. 2025; Juneau Empire, Feb. 2025).
· Begich has been hesitant or outright declined to directly endorse continued U.S. aid to Ukraine, placing him at odds with most of Alaska’s congressional delegation and potentially alienating pro-Ukraine voters (Daily Sitka Sentinel, Feb. 2025).
· Public support for Trump’s proposal to annex Greenland, including comparisons to historic U.S. land acquisitions, has prompted criticism for promoting unrealistic or provocative foreign policy ideas (Anchorage Daily News, Jan. 2025; Letters to the Editor).
· Statements blaming Ukrainian President Zelenskyy for diplomatic failures shift responsibility away from Russian aggression and may be perceived as unsupportive of Ukraine’s sovereignty (Anchorage Daily News, Mar. 2025).
· Emphasis on limiting U.S. spending abroad and prioritizing domestic needs is popular with some constituents, but risks being seen as isolationist or undermining international commitments, especially in the Arctic and allied security matters (NBC - 2 KTUU, Oct. 2024; Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Feb. 2025).
U.S. Policy in the Arctic Region
Regional Security Partnerships
February 2025: Begich Declined To Respond To Concerns About Trump’s False Statements On Ukraine But Called For Peace And Fiscal Limits On Aid According to Juneau Empire, ‘Begich didn’t directly respond to the concern about Trump’s false statements, declaring instead “I want to see peace in Ukraine, and I think that’s what the people of Ukraine deserve.” The congressman did, however, state “we have dramatically outspent all of Europe combined in supporting Ukraine’s effort at defending itself from Russian aggression, and so I think there has to be a limit to how much the U.S. taxpayer is asked to provide.”’ [Juneau Empire, 2/20/25]
2025: Nick Begich Joined GOP Press Conference to Announce Initiative to Hold Iran Accountable According to a press release from Representative Nick Begich’s office, “Yesterday, Congressman Nick Begich (R-AK) joined fellow House Republicans for a press conference announcing a maximum pressure initiative to hold Iran fully accountable for their continued state-lead sponsoring of regional and global terrorism. The initiative demonstrates strong support for President Donald J.” [Press Release - Representative Nick Begich Alaska at Large, 4/2/25]
October 2024: Nick Begich Stressed Importance Of Arctic Nation Communication For Security According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich emphasized the need for communication among Arctic nations for security. ‘I think it’s so important for Arctic Nations to be working together collaboratively and to keep that door of communication open,’ he said.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 10/11/24]
2025: Begich Claimed US Had “Dramatically Overspent” On Aid For Ukraine In a speech, Rep. Nick Begich said the US has “dramatically overspent” on aid for Ukraine compared to all the U.S.’s European allies combined. He added, “I encourage all efforts to support and find a way through this conflict to a peaceful resolution. Do I believe that peaceful resolution will be amenable to everyone? No, it’s not going to be. But I do think that the people of Ukraine deserve an opportunity for peace.” [Speech by Rep. Nick Begich - Alaska Legislature Address (NBC - 2 KTUU, Anchorage, Alaska), 2/21/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Repeated Trump’s False Claims On U.S. Aid And War Casualties In Ukraine According to Anchorage Daily News, “In a presentation to Alaska lawmakers in Juneau on Thursday, Alaska’s lone U.S. House member, Republican Rep. Nick Begich III, appeared to embrace Trump’s stance. Begich said he wanted to see ‘peace in Ukraine,’ then repeated Trump’s false claim that the U.S. had sent $350 billion in military aid to Ukraine.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Echoed Misstated Human Toll Of Ukraine War According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich also echoed Trump’s false statement about the human toll of the war, saying ‘there have been millions of individuals who have tragically died in that war.’ No estimates put the death toll in the millions.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Advocated For Limiting U.S. Defense Spending Abroad And Pursuing Peace In Ukraine According to Anchorage Daily News, “‘I think there has to be a limit to how much the U.S. taxpayer is asked to provide for global defense,’ Begich said. ‘So I encourage all efforts to support and find a way through this conflict to a peaceful resolution. Do I believe that that peaceful resolution will be amenable to everyone? No, it’s not going to be. But I think that the people of Ukraine deserve an opportunity for peace.’” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Embraced Trump’s Stance On Ukraine Conflict According to Anchorage Daily News, “In a presentation to Alaska lawmakers in Juneau on Thursday, Alaska’s lone U.S. House member, Republican Rep. Nick Begich III, appeared to embrace Trump’s stance. Begich said he wanted to see ‘peace in Ukraine,’ then repeated Trump’s false claim that the U.S. had sent $350 billion in military aid to Ukraine.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/21/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Repeated False U.S. Aid Claim To Ukraine According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich said he wanted to see ‘peace in Ukraine,’ then repeated Trump’s false claim that the U.S. had sent $350 billion in military aid to Ukraine. Congress has appropriated about $183 billion for Ukraine, according to a federal interagency oversight group, but not all the funding has been obligated or disbursed, and much of it has gone to domestic investment in U.S. military capabilities.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/21/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Echoed False Claims About Ukraine War Casualties According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich also echoed Trump’s false statement about the human toll of the war, saying ‘there have been millions of individuals who have tragically died in that war.’ No estimates put the death toll in the millions.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/21/25]
2025: Begich Blamed Zelenskyy For Argument With Trump According to Anchorage Daily News, “Meanwhile, Sullivan and Begich blamed Zelenskyy for arguing with Trump. […] Begich said in a statement that Zelenskyy ‘failed at diplomacy’ and ‘denied his people a chance to end this conflict and begin to rebuild.’” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 3/4/25]
February 2025: Begich Criticized Zelenskyy’s Oval Office Conduct Regarding Ukraine Conflict According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich said in a statement that Zelenskyy ‘failed at diplomacy’ and ‘denied his people a chance to end this conflict and begin to rebuild.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/4/25]
2022: Nick Begich Identified National Debt And Supply Chain Issues As National Security Threats According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich said trillions of dollars in national debt owned by foreign nations and supply chain issues are among the nation’s biggest security threats.” [Peninsula Clarion, 8/3/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Cited Bipartisan Response To Ukraine As Positive Achievement According to Juneau Empire, “Working in a bipartisan manner, Congress recognized the importance of a unified response to the unfolding crisis in Ukraine. Economic pressure was levied to ensure that the people of Ukraine were provided with the necessary resources to defend their right to self-determination.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 8/12/22]
Statements on Arctic Resource Development
February 2025: Begich Cited Threats From China And Stated U.S. Has Become Dependent On Foreign Supply Chains According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “He cited threats posed by the People’s Republic of China and other unnamed nations, adding that the U.S. has ‘turned over so much of our supply chain to China and other nations that we have become dependent on them for everyday needs.’” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/19/25]
2025: Begich Did Not Directly Address Trump’s False Statements Regarding Ukraine But Supported Limiting U.S. Aid According to Juneau Empire, “Begich didn’t directly respond to the concern about Trump’s false statements, declaring instead ‘I want to see peace in Ukraine, and I think that’s what the people of Ukraine deserve.’ The congressman did, however, state ‘we have dramatically outspent all of Europe combined in supporting Ukraine’s effort at defending itself from Russian aggression, and so I think there has to be a limit to how much the U.S. taxpayer is asked to provide.’” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Called For Limits On U.S. Spending In Ukraine According to Anchorage Daily News, “‘I think there has to be a limit to how much the U.S. taxpayer is asked to provide for global defense,’ Begich said. ‘So I encourage all efforts to support and find a way through this conflict to a peaceful resolution. Do I believe that that peaceful resolution will be amenable to everyone? No, it’s not going to be. But I think that the people of Ukraine deserve an opportunity for peace.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/21/25]
February 2025: Begich Declined To Endorse Ukraine Aid When Asked By Alaska Lawmaker According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Ahead of the third anniversary of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, Alaska Republican U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III has declined to say that he supports aid for the embattled eastern European nation, drawing a significant contrast between himself and the other two members of Alaska’s congressional delegation. […] After his speech to the Alaska Legislature this week, he was asked directly by Rep. Andy Josephson, D-Anchorage, whether he stood with Murkowski and Sullivan. Begich didn’t answer the question and instead offered a general comment saying that he wants to see ‘peace in Ukraine.’’” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 2/24/25]
February 2025: Begich Did Not Outline Specific Peace Proposal For Ukraine Conflict According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich did not say what his preferred peace proposal might look like. Ukrainian leaders and Alaska’s two senators have said that they are uninterested in the idea of trading Ukrainian territory for a peace deal.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/25/25]
2022: Begich Cited Foreign Reliance As Primary National Security Threat According to Alaska Dispatch News, “We face several interrelated national security threats generally centered on reliance to non-allied foreign rivals. This threat manifests in multiple ways: a) rivals often fund our deficit spending b) rivals currently provide energy products to our nation and our allies, and c) rivals control critical aspects of our modern supply chain. U.S. Foreign policy has been greatly limited in its ability to respond to a number of issues of international concern as a result of this interdependence, and a long-term comprehensive effort must be pursued to diminish these dependencies.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/6/22]
Naval and Military Presence in Alaska
Federal Commitment to Alaskan Defense
2024: Nick Begich Supported U.S. Aid To Israel But Opposed Further Aid To Ukraine According to NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), ‘Begich’s answers took a reverse position, saying while the U.S. should continue supporting Israel to “stamp out” terrorism, he could not say the same about Ukraine […] “I’ve heard from people in the fishing industry in our state. Fishing families that have been relying on disaster relief payments. Waiting up to six years for those payments to be received,” Begich went onto say. “We accelerated $200 billion for aid to Ukraine. But we are not accelerating the needs of Americans. I want to make sure that we’re putting the needs of Americans first, that we’re not putting other people’s wars on our national credit card.”’ [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 10/11/24]
Nick Begich III Declared Support For Israel in 2024 According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, Begich called Israel “a counterweight to terrorism” and said, “It’s important for the United States to continue to support Israel. […] the Israelis have a right to defend themselves, and we should be supporting them.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
Greenland and U.S. Territorial Expansion
Support for Annexing Greenland
January 2025: Nick Begich Supported Trump’s Idea Of Annexing Greenland According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska’s Republican U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III made comments that appeared to support Trump’s vision for annexing the Arctic territory that is part of Denmark. ‘Today, we know that Arctic routes in the waters off Greenland are more crucial than ever and that a strengthened U.S. presence in the region enhances global security,’ Begich said in a social media post Wednesday. ‘Further, an inclusion of Greenland as a U.S. territory would substantially expand the national portfolio of critical minerals and other important resources while enhancing the way of life for local Greenlanders.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/10/25]
January 2025: Nick Begich Cited William Seward’s Interest In Greenland According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich said William Seward, the U.S. secretary of state who orchestrated the Alaska purchase from Russia, also showed interest in purchasing Greenland. ‘Concepts like these are history defining, and despite being ridiculed at the time, Alaskans are thankful for the vision of William Seward in architecting the Alaska Purchase,’ Begich wrote.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/10/25]
1/8/25: Nick Begich III Supported Trump’s Proposal for U.S. Annexation of Greenland According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska’s Republican U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III made comments that appeared to support Trump’s vision for annexing the Arctic territory that is part of Denmark. ‘Today, we know that Arctic routes in the waters off Greenland are more crucial than ever and that a strengthened U.S. presence in the region enhances global security,’ Begich said in a social media post Wednesday. ‘Further, an inclusion of Greenland as a U.S. territory would substantially expand the national portfolio of critical minerals and other important resources while enhancing the way of life for local Greenlanders.’” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/10/25]
1/8/25: Nick Begich Referenced William Seward’s Interest in Greenland According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich said William Seward, the U.S. secretary of state who orchestrated the Alaska purchase from Russia, also showed interest in purchasing Greenland. ‘Concepts like these are history defining, and despite being ridiculed at the time, Alaskans are thankful for the vision of William Seward in architecting the Alaska Purchase,’ Begich wrote.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/10/25]
January 2025: Nick Begich Supported Trump’s Idea To Annex Greenland According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska’s Republican U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III made comments that appeared to support Trump’s vision for annexing the Arctic territory that is part of Denmark. ‘Today, we know that Arctic routes in the waters off Greenland are more crucial than ever and that a strengthened U.S. presence in the region enhances global security,’ Begich said in a social media post Wednesday. ‘Further, an inclusion of Greenland as a U.S. territory would substantially expand the national portfolio of critical minerals and other important resources while enhancing the way of life for local Greenlanders.’” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/10/25]
January 2025: Nick Begich Linked Interest In Greenland To Historic U.S. Policy Moves According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich said William Seward, the U.S. secretary of state who orchestrated the Alaska purchase from Russia, also showed interest in purchasing Greenland.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/10/25]
January 2025: Nick Begich Compared Greenland Proposal To Alaska Purchase According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘“Concepts like these are history defining, and despite being ridiculed at the time, Alaskans are thankful for the vision of William Seward in architecting the Alaska Purchase,” Begich wrote.’ [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/10/25]
2025: Letter Writer Tim Benintendi Claimed Nick Begich Promoted Ideas Such as Taking Over Panama Canal and Greenland According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich and Donald Trump are either throwing up diversionary mush as they tout taking over the Panama Canal and Greenland, or they are ignoring international law and established jurisdictions in believing they can actually pursue such fantasies.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 1/19/25]
2025: Letter Writer Tim Benintendi Accused Nick Begich of Making Unrealistic Proposals Regarding Panama Canal and Greenland According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich and Donald Trump are either throwing up diversionary mush as they tout taking over the Panama Canal and Greenland, or they are ignoring international law and established jurisdictions in believing they can actually pursue such fantasies.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 1/19/25]
2025: Letter Writer Arthur Konefal Alleged Nick Begich Supported U.S. Confiscation of Greenland According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “And how about Begich’s agreeing that we confiscate Greenland? Trump wants to do to Greenland what Putin is doing with Ukraine and Alaskans are not outraged?” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 1/19/25]
