Immediate Family Members
Summary
· Nick Begich III comes from a well-known Democratic political family, including his grandfather Nick Begich Sr. and uncles Mark Begich and Tom Begich, which may raise questions about his Republican credentials or lead to skepticism among GOP voters (Alaska Dispatch News, Alaska Beacon)
· The disappearance and death of Nick Begich Sr. in a 1972 plane crash, while long ago, remains a defining family event and a continual topic in campaign coverage, which could distract from present-day platforms (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Anchorage Press)
· Nick Begich III’s father, Nick Begich Jr., has a background in libertarian and third-party politics but has never held elective office, possibly raising doubts about mainstream party loyalty or practical political experience (Alaska Beacon, Kodiak Daily Mirror)
· Opponents have highlighted Begich III’s familial support for Democratic relatives, including his uncle’s Senate campaigns, which could be used to question his Republican allegiance or policy positions (Alaska Dispatch News, Alaska Dispatch News)
· The split between strong Democratic roots and Begich III’s Republican identity creates a narrative of divided loyalties, leveraged by critics to cast doubt on his authenticity as a conservative candidate (Anchorage Daily News, Juneau Empire)
Parents
Father: Nick Begich Sr.
Nick Begich III Cited As Resident Of Chugiak, Alaska, With Family Background In Politics According to Must Read Alaska, “He is the son of Dr. Nicholas Begich, the libertarian. […] Nick is a business investor with international companies, and is also a husband and father living in the conservative district of Chugiak.” [Must Read Alaska, 10/22/21]
IMDb Identified Nick Begich Jr. As Father Of Nick Begich III According to IMDb, “Children: Nick Begich III” and “Son of Nick Begich.” [IMDb, 1/1/21]
Nick Begich Was The Eldest Son Of Congressman Nick Begich Sr. And Pegge Begich According to Earthpulse Press, “Dr. Nick Begich is the eldest son of the late United States Congressman from Alaska, Nick Begich Sr., and political activist Pegge Begich.” [Earthpulse Press, 5/18/11]
Nick Begich III Was Identified As Grandson Of Former Congressman Nick Begich Sr. According to Alaska’s News Source, “The grandson of former Alaska congressman Nick Begich Sr. — who went missing in a plane crash while serving in office in 1972 — and the nephew of former Alaska Sen. Mark Begich, the current business owner spelled out his mission for his upcoming run for office.” [Alaska’s News Source, 7/13/23]
Nick Begich Jr. Participated In Third-Party Politics According to Alaska Beacon, “Begich’s father, Nick Begich Jr., has not held elective office but has been active in third-party politics, including once serving as the keynote speaker of the Alaskan Independence Party’s convention.” [Alaska Beacon, 7/14/23]
Nick Begich III Is The Grandson Of Former U.S. Representative Nick Begich According to Wikipedia, “Nick Begich III, Alaska Policy Forum board member, grandson of former U.S. Representative Nick Begich, and nephew of former U.S. Senator Mark Begich and Alaska Senate Minority Leader Tom Begich.” [Wikipedia, 2/7/23]
Nick Begich, Jr.: Political Family Background According to Deletionpedia, “Nick Begich, Jr. comes from a political family which includes his father Nicholas Joseph ‘Nick’ Begich, Sr., who was a Democratic Party member of the United States House of Representatives from Alaska.” [Deletionpedia, 2/6/23]
2021: Nick Begich Was Identified As Son Of Rep. Nick Begich On ‘The UnXplained’ According to IMDb, “Self - Son of Rep. Nick Begich - 2021 - 1 episode.” [IMDb, 1/1/21]
Nick Begich Jr. Was Identified As Son Of Nick Begich According to IMDb, “Son of Nick Begich.” [IMDb, 1/1/24]
Nick Begich Jr. And Nick Begich III Identified As Descendants Of Nick Begich Sr. According to Wikipedia, “Children: 6, including Mark, Tom, and Nick Jr… Relatives: Joseph Begich (brother) Nick Begich III (grandson)” [Wikipedia, 1/19/25]
Nick Begich III Belonged To Prominent Alaska Political Family According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Begich comes from a family of Alaska politicians, including his grandfather and two uncles. His grandfather Nick Begich, Sr. was an Alaska state senator and then Alaska’s U.S. representative until his disappearance following a plane crash in October 1972. Mark Begich was a U.S. senator for a term and Anchorage mayor before that. Tom Begich was a state senator from 2017 to 2023.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 11/1/24]
Nick Begich III Is Grandson Of Former U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Sr. And Nephew Of Former Sen. Mark Begich According to Anchorage Daily News, “He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., a Democrat who served as Alaska’s third U.S. House member before a plane he was in disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau in 1972. He is also the nephew of Alaska’s Democratic former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
1972: Nick Begich Sr. Was Presumed Dead After Disappearance Of Campaign Flight According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Nick Begich Sr., Begich’s grandfather, was presumed dead after a campaign flight disappeared between Anchorage and Juneau in 1972.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 2/11/25]
Nicholas Begich III Was Grandson Of Late U.S. Rep. Nick Begich According to Peninsula Clarion, “Young is only the fourth person to hold the seat since statehood and won it in a special election a year after Begich’s grandfather, U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, was declared dead after his plane went missing while flying to Juneau in 1972.” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/25/21]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared On Campaign Flight With Hale Boggs On October 16 According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, the father of later U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and state Sen. Tom Begich, disappeared on a campaign flight to Juneau on October 16, 1972. Accompanying Begich on the flight was House Majority Leader Hale Boggs of Louisiana.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
1972: Nick Begich Posthumously Won The Election With 56 Percent Of The Vote According to Alaska Dispatch News, “A massive search was still underway on Election Day, when Begich received 56 percent of the vote.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
Nick Begich III Was Identified As Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. According to Anchorage Press, “Nick Begich III, grandson of Nick Begich Sr., whose death in a 1972 plane crash opened the door to Young’s tenure as Alaska’s lone House member.” [Anchorage Press, 3/21/22]
Alaska Dispatch News Identified Nick Begich As The Late U.S. Representative And Father Of Tom Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, a brother of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and a son of the late U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, was first elected to the state Senate in 2016.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 6/2/22]
2022: Begich Described As Businessman From Prominent Political Family According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, a businessman and member of a prominent Alaska political family, is a former campaign chairman for Young who launched his campaign last fall.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 6/21/22]
2022: Begich Was 44-Year-Old Millionaire Businessman, Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, 44, is a millionaire businessman and the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who served as Alaska’s U.S. representative until he disappeared in a plane crash in 1972. He is also the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, and current state Sen. Tom Begich.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/3/22]
Nick Begich Was The Grandson Of Former Alaska Congressman Nick Begich Sr. According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Republican Nick Begich, the grandson of Alaska’s former congressman who disappeared in a plane crash in 1972.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/15/22]
Nick Begich III Was Identified As The Grandson Of A Former Alaskan Democratic House Member According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Begich is the grandson of a Democrat who held the House seat.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 8/16/22]
Nick Begich III’s Grandfather Previously Represented Alaska In Congress According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Nick Begich III, whose grandfather preceded Young as Alaska’s sole representative.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 8/26/22]
2022: Nick Begich’s Family Background Highlighted in Campaign Coverage According to an opinion piece by Paul Jenkins in Alaska Dispatch News, “There is Begich’s link to a family of Democrats. Former Sen. Mark Begich is his uncle, for crying out loud. Begich’s grandfather, Democrat Nick Begich, was Alaska’s congressman until his plane disappeared in 1972.” [Paul Jenkins - Alaska Dispatch News, 9/15/22]
2023: Begich Was The Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. And Nephew Of Mark And Tom Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who won Alaska’s congressional seat in 1972 before disappearing in a plane crash. He is the nephew of Mark Begich, who served in the U.S. Senate, and Tom Begich, who served in the state Senate — both as Democrats.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 7/13/23]
Nick Begich Has Notable Political Family Connections According to Juneau Empire, “His grandfather, Nick Begich Sr., was a former Democratic congressman for Alaska in 1972, and his uncles Mark and Tom Begich held Democratic spots for the U.S. Senate and Alaska State Senate, respectively.” [Juneau Empire, 7/13/23]
Begich’s Father, Nick Begich Jr., Has Not Held Elective Office But Was Active In Third-Party Politics According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich’s father, Nick Begich Jr., has not held elective office but has been active in third-party politics, including once serving as the keynote speaker of the Alaskan Independence Party’s convention.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 7/14/23]
Nick Begich III’s Father, Nick Begich Jr., Was Active In Third-Party Politics According to Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), “Begich’s father, Nick Begich Jr., has not held elective office but has been active in third-party politics, including once serving as the keynote speaker of the Alaskan Independence Party’s convention.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 7/17/23]
1998: Nick Begich Identified As Son Of Congressman Nick Begich And Brother Of Mark Begich According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Writer Nick Begich, a son of the late Congressman Nick Begich and the brother of former Anchorage Assemblyman Mark Begich…” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 10/26/23]
Nick Begich III Is Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Former Alaska Congressman According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Begich’s paternal grandparents, Nick Begich, Sr., and Pegge Begich, were Democrats. Nick was Alaska’s U.S. House Representative. He and colleague Hale Boggs, Sr. perished in an October 1972 plane crash between Anchorage and Juneau.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
Mother: Pegge Begich
Nick Begich Was Married To Margaret “Peggy” Jean Begich According to Geni.com, “Husband of [Margaret ‘Peggy’ Jean Begić]”. [Geni.com, 4/28/22]
Pegge Begich: Nick Begich, Jr.’s Mother And Political Activist According to Deletionpedia, “His mother Pegge Begich was also a political activist.” [Deletionpedia, 2/6/23]
Siblings
Brother: Tom Begich
Nick Begich III’s Family Includes Democratic Politicians Mark Begich And Tom Begich According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich Sr. was a Democratic lawmaker, as are two of his sons, former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and current state Sen. Tom Begich.” [Anchorage Daily News, 4/22/22]
1965-1972: Oral Histories Recorded By Tom Begich With Nicholas Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Interviews of Nicholas Begich by his son, Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
Nick Begich III Was Nephew Of State Sen. Tom Begich And Former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “He is the nephew of state Sen. Tom Begich, the Senate minority leader, and of U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, who also served as the mayor of Anchorage.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 11/1/21]
2022: Nick Begich Was Identified As The Grandson Of The Late Nick Begich, Last Democrat To Hold Alaska’s Sole U.S. House Seat According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich of Chugiak is the grandson of the late Nick Begich, the last Democrat to hold Alaska’s sole U.S. House seat. Current Democratic state Sen. Tom Begich is his uncle.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 6/5/22]
Nick Begich III Was Identified As The Nephew Of Alaska Senate Minority Leader Tom Begich In 2022 According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Tom Begich is also the uncle of Nick Begich III, who is running against Peltola in the November election, as a Republican.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/13/22]
Brother: Mark Begich
Nick Begich Was Father Of Mark Begich, U.S. Senator According to Geni.com, “Father of… [Mark Begich, US Senator]”. [Geni.com, 4/28/22]
Nick Begich III Belonged To Alaska’s Prominent Political Family According to Alaska Beacon, “Begich, a Republican in Alaska’s best-known Democratic family, is the grandson of former Rep. Nick Begich Sr., the Democrat who represented Alaska in the U.S. House from 1971 until his death in a 1972 plane crash. He’s the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, and the nephew of former state Sen. Tom Begich, D-Anchorage.” [Alaska Beacon, 7/14/23]
Mark Begich: Brother Of Nick Begich, Jr. And Politician According to Deletionpedia, “His brother is Mark Begich (born 1962) an American Democratic Party politician and the current mayor of Anchorage, Alaska, who has appeared in national news media promoting economically efficient ways of reducing energy consumption to combat global warming.” [Deletionpedia, 2/6/23]
Nick Begich Jr. Was Identified As Sibling Of Mark Begich According to IMDb, “Mark Begich (Sibling).” [IMDb, 1/1/24]
Nick Begich Is The Nephew Of Former U.S. Senator Mark Begich According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Begich’s defeat of Peltola returns the state to the all-Republican congressional delegation it has had since 1981, with the exception of Peltola’s two-plus years in the U.S. House and Begich’s uncle Mark Begich’s six years as a U.S. senator, from 2009 to 2015.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 12/2/24]
Nick Begich III Identified As Republican And Nephew Of Mark Begich According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska U.S. Rep.-elect Nick Begich III, a Republican and the nephew of Mark Begich, also distinguished his views from Carter while commending his legacy.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 12/31/24]
Nick Begich III Has Familial Ties To Alaska Politics According to Juneau Empire, “Young, 88, has been Alaska’s representative since 1973, when he took over from Begich’s grandfather and namesake who was declared dead after his plane went missing. […] Begich’s uncles are both Alaska Democrats. Mark Begich served as Anchorage mayor from 2003-2009 and then as U.S. Senator from 2009-2015. State Sen. Tom Begich, D-Anchorage, is minority leader in the Alaska State Senate.” [Juneau Empire, 12/1/21]
1972: Nick Begich Was Father Of U.S. Sen. Mark Begich And State Sen. Tom Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, the father of later U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and state Sen. Tom Begich, disappeared on a campaign flight to Juneau on October 16, 1972.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Identified As Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. And Related To Mark Begich And Tom Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich III is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who was elected to Alaska’s U.S. House seat in 1970 but disappeared during a 1972 flight […]. Begich Sr. was a Democratic lawmaker, as are two of his sons, former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and current state Sen. Tom Begich.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 4/22/22]
Nick Begich’s Family Background Included Prominent Democratic Relatives According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich is a nephew of former Democratic U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and a grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who held Alaska’s sole seat in Congress through 1972 before he disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau. Both Mark and Nick Sr. were Democrats, but Nick Begich III is running for Congress as a Republican.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 4/23/22]
Nick Begich Is Nephew Of Former Senator Mark Begich And Grandson Of Former Rep. Nick Begich According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich, nephew of former Democratic Alaska Sen. Mark Begich and grandson of former Democratic Rep. Nick Begich […]” [Peninsula Clarion, 8/15/22]
Nick Begich III Was The Nephew Of Mark Begich And Grandson Of Former U.S. Rep. Nick Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, nephew of Mark Begich and grandson of former U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, commanded nearly 60% of first-place votes.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/29/22]
August 2022: Nick Begich III Was Accused Of Supporting His Democratic Uncle’s Senate Campaigns According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Palin responded by calling into question Begich’s Republican bona fides, pointing to his support for his Democratic uncle’s Senate campaigns in 2008 and 2014.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/29/22]
2022: Nick Begich Is Nephew Of Former Senator Mark Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “But Begich’s family connection to Democrats - his uncle is Democratic former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich - stopped some of Palin’s supporters from ranking him second, despite an endorsement from the Alaska Republican Party.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 11/9/22]
Nick Begich Described As Grandson Of Former Rep. Nicholas Begich Sr. And Nephew Of Former Sen. Mark Begich According to NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), “Nick Begich, grandson of former U.S. Rep. Nicholas Begich, Sr., and nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, was campaigning at the State Fair Monday in Palmer.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 8/20/24]
Tom Begich (Alaska State Senator)
Tom Begich Was Identified As Nick Begich’s Uncle And A Former State Senator According to Juneau Empire, “Candidates included were Dahlstrom, state Senate Majority Leader Cathy Giessel (R-Anchorage), former state Senate President and current Kenai Peninsula Borough Mayor Peter Micciche (R-Soldotna), former state Sen. Click Bishop (R-Fairbanks), former state Sen. Tom Begich (D-Anchorage and uncle of Nick Begich), and former independent Lt. Gov. Valerie Nurr’araaluk Davidson.” [Juneau Empire, 2/13/25]
Spouse and Children
Wife: Deborah Begich
Nick Begich Was Unmarried As Of 2011 After 26 Years With Partner Shelah Slade According to Earthpulse Press, “Dr. Begich is a single man after twenty-six years with his partner Shelah Slade who remains his dear friend and business partner.” [Earthpulse Press, 5/18/11]
Nick Begich Married Margaret Jean Jendro And Had Six Children, Including Mark And Nick Jr. According to Kids.kiddle.co, “In 1956, Begich married Margaret Jean Jendro, nicknamed Pegge. They had six children: Nick Jr., Mark, Nichelle, Tom, Stephanie, and Paul.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
1972: Nick Begich’s Widow, Pegge Begich, Challenged Don Young for Congress According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Young went on to fend off two challenges from Pegge Begich, the widow of the man whose seat he took.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
Children: Nick Begich IV and others
Nick Begich Had Five Adult Children And Two Grandchildren As Of 2011 According to Earthpulse Press, “Dr. Begich has five adult children and two grandchildren.” [Earthpulse Press, 5/18/11]
Nick Begich Jr. Has A Child Named Nick Begich III According to IMDb, “Children: Nick Begich III.” [IMDb, 1/1/24]
Nick Begich’s Immediate Family Included Six Children According to Wikipedia, “Spouse: Margaret Jean Jendro. Children: 6, including Mark, Tom, and Nick Jr.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
Wife: Dharna Begich
Nick Begich Resided In Chugiak With Wife Dharna And Son Nicholas As Of 2025 According to begich.house.gov, “Today, he lives in Chugiak with his wife, Dharna, and their son Nicholas, continuing the tradition of raising the next generation of Alaskans on these same principles.” [begich.house.gov, 1/2/25]
Grandparents and Parents
1981: Grandma Begich Interview Highlighted Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich. Interview conducted by Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1982: Dorothy And George Biondich Interview Covered Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich. Interview conducted by Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1982: Ed Isenson Interview Included Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich. Interview conducted by Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1981: Jendro And Pfunnanstein Interview Covered Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich. Interview conducted by Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1982: Pohjola Interview Featured Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich. Interview conducted by Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1982: John Rader And Bill Tanner Interview Covered Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich. Interview conducted by Tom Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
