Family Political Legacy
Summary
· Family’s deep Democratic roots may undermine credibility with Republican voters; Nick Begich III is the grandson and nephew of prominent Democratic politicians, while he runs as a Republican (Anchorage Daily News, Peninsula Clarion)
· Opponents and critics highlight the perception that Begich’s success is primarily due to his well-known family name rather than merit or individual achievement (Peninsula Clarion, Alaska Dispatch News)
· Persistent public and media skepticism about whether Begich’s Republican identity is genuine or if he remains tied to his family’s Democratic leanings, including direct accusations from opponents such as Sarah Palin (Peninsula Clarion, Anchorage Daily News)
· The legacy of Nick Begich Sr.’s tragic disappearance has overshadowed the family for decades, with repeated focus on the event rather than contemporary leadership or policy positions (Plane & Pilot, Anchorage Daily News)
· Claims of political dynasty and riding family “coattails” persist, potentially alienating voters looking for candidates with more independent backgrounds or experiences (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman)
Grandfather: Nick Begich Sr.
Served as U.S. House Representative for Alaska
Anchorage School District Named Begich Middle School After Nicholas “Nick” Begich (1932-1972). According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich Middle School is named for politician Nicholas ʻNickʼ Begich (1932-1972). He worked in the Anchorage and Fort Richardson school systems, was elected to the Alaska Senate in 1962, and elected to the U.S. House of Representatives in 1970. He was presumed dead from a 1972 small plane flight that was lost between Juneau and Anchorage. His body was never recovered.” [Anchorage Daily News, 9/27/20]
Nick Begich III’s Grandfather, Nick Begich Sr., Was Elected To Alaska’s Congressional Seat In 1970 According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘Begich’s grandfather, Nick Begich Sr., was elected to Alaska’s lone congressional seat in 1970 but disappeared during a 1972 flight from Anchorage to Juneau.’ [Anchorage Daily News, 10/23/21]
1962: Nick Begich Was Elected To The Alaska Senate According to Alaska’s News Source, “Begich, a Democrat, was elected to the Alaska Senate in 1962. With a background as an educator, it was no surprise that education was part of his platform.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
Nick Begich Sr. Served As An Educator In Multiple Roles According to Alaska’s News Source, “He served in roles as a ‘college instructor, school teacher, counselor and superintendent,’ Tom Begich said.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
Nick Begich Sr. Helped Define Alaska’s Education System, According To Tom Begich According to Alaska’s News Source, “‘He had a role in helping define our education system for the state of Alaska’ according to his son, Tom Begich.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
1970: Nick Begich Was Elected To The U.S. House Of Representatives According to Alaska’s News Source, “In 1970, Nick Begich was elected to the U.S. House. As a freshman congressman, he had the huge task of pushing a bill through congress that would have a big impact on the future of Alaska.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
Nick Begich Sr. Played A Key Role In Passing The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act According to Alaska’s News Source, “As a freshman congressman, he had the huge task of pushing a bill through congress that would have a big impact on the future of Alaska. The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. It helped set up the 13 regional Native corporations and gave them each land.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act Opened Path For Trans-Alaska Pipeline And Permanent Fund According to Alaska’s News Source, “This paved the way for getting land to use for the route of the trans-Alaska pipeline, and the royalties from the oil moving from the pipeline would eventually lead to the establishment of the Alaska Permanent Fund and its dividends.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
Nick Begich Served As U.S. Congressman From Alaska According to Geni.com, “Occupation: Congressman, Member of the U.S. House of Representatives from Alaska’s At-large district”. [Geni.com, 4/28/22]
1962: Nick Begich Was Elected To Alaska State Senate According to Wikipedia, “In 1962, Begich was elected to the Alaska Senate, where he served for eight years.” [Wikipedia, 2/6/23]
1970: Nick Begich Was Elected To U.S. House From Alaska According to Wikipedia, “In 1970, Begich was elected to Alaska’s only seat in the U.S. House of Representatives, defeating the Republican banker Frank Murkowski - who later served as a U.S. Senator and then the Governor of Alaska.” [Wikipedia, 2/6/23]
1972: Nick Begich Was Posthumously Reelected To U.S. House According to Wikipedia, “Posthumously, Begich won the 1972 election with 56% to Don Young’s 44%. However, after Begich’s declared death, a special election was held and Mr. Young won this seat and still serves in this position as of 2010.” [Wikipedia, 2/6/23]
Nick Begich Served As Alaska Federation Of Teachers President And Anchorage Council Of Education President According to Chemtrail Crimes, “He was twice elected President of both the Alaska Federation of Teachers and the Anchorage Council of Education.” [Chemtrail Crimes (YouTube), 4/13/23]
1962-1970: Begich Served In Alaska Senate According to Simple English Wikipedia, “He was also a member of the Alaska Senate from 1962 to 1970.” [Simple English Wikipedia, 11/26/24]
1971-1972: Begich Represented Alaska In U.S. House Of Representatives According to Simple English Wikipedia, “He was a member of the United States House of Representatives for Alaska from 1971 to 1972.” [Simple English Wikipedia, 11/26/24]
1962-1970: Nick Begich Served In Alaska Senate For Eight Years According to Wikipedia, “In 1962, Begich was elected to the Alaska Senate, where he served for eight years. Begich also taught political science during parts of this period at the University of Alaska at Anchorage.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
1970-1972: Nick Begich Served As Alaska’s Member Of U.S. House Of Representatives According to Wikipedia, “Begich served in the Alaska state senate for eight years before being elected in 1970 as a member of the United States House of Representatives from Alaska.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
1972: Nick Begich Posthumously Won Re-election To Congress According to Wikipedia, “Begich’s plane went down weeks before the election but his body was not found. His name was still on the ballot, and Begich posthumously won the 1972 election, with 56% to Don Young’s 44%.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
1971-1972: Nick Begich Served As U.S. Representative For Alaska’s At-Large District According to Kids.kiddle.co, “Nicholas Joseph Begich Sr. (born April 6, 1932 – disappeared October 16, 1972; declared dead December 29, 1972) was an American politician who served as a member of the United States House of Representatives from Alaska. […] In office January 3, 1971 – December 29, 1972 (de jure) / October 16, 1972 (de facto).” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
1962-1970: Nick Begich Served In Alaska Senate According to Kids.kiddle.co, “In 1962, Begich was elected to the Alaska Senate, where he served for eight years.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
1970: Nick Begich Defeated Frank Murkowski For Congressional Seat According to Kids.kiddle.co, “In 1970, Pollock ran for Governor of Alaska and Begich ran again for the seat and was now successful by defeating the Republican banker Frank Murkowski, who later served as a U.S. Senator and then as Governor of Alaska.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
1972: Nick Begich Posthumously Won Re-election To U.S. House According to Kids.kiddle.co, “Posthumously, Begich won the 1972 election, with 56% to Don Young’s 44%. However, after Begich was declared dead, a special election was held. Young won the seat and stayed in that position until his death on March 18, 2022.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
1971-1973: Nick Begich Served As U.S. Representative For Alaska’s 1st District According to LegiStorm, “Former Rep. Nick Begich… D Alaska, 1st (1971-1973)…” [LegiStorm, 9/5/24]
1971–1972: Nick Begich Sr. Served In U.S. House Of Representatives For Alaska According to Wikipedia, “He served in the Alaska state senate for eight years before being elected in 1970 as a member of the United States House of Representatives from Alaska.” [Wikipedia, 1/19/25]
1962–1970: Nick Begich Sr. Served In Alaska Senate According to Wikipedia, “In 1962, Begich was elected to the Alaska Senate, where he served for eight years.” [Wikipedia, 1/19/25]
1970-1973: Begich’s Congressional Papers Preserved In University of Alaska-Fairbanks According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “The Nicholas Begich Collection contains congressional papers and correspondence, portraits, and memorabilia. A finding aid is available in the repository.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
Begich’s Grandfather, Nick Begich, Served In U.S. House From 1971–1972 According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Polling indicates Begich is Peltola’s leading competitor for the seat once held by Begich’s grandfather, also named Nick Begich, a Democrat who served from 1971 until his death the following year.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 10/3/24]
Nick Begich Cited Family History Of Alaska Native Advocacy According to Arctic Sounder, ‘My grandfather worked tirelessly to pass the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act out of the House. My father worked as a tribal administrator and village planner for Chickaloon Village and was even ceremonially adopted by Clan Grandmother Katie Wade. Our family has a long history of working to address the needs of all Alaskans, including Alaska’s first people,’ [Begich] said. [Arctic Sounder, 10/3/24]
Nick Begich’s Grandfather Also Named Nick Begich Held Alaska U.S. House Seat From 1971-1972 According to Arctic Sounder, ‘Polling indicates Begich is Peltola’s leading competitor for the seat once held by Begich’s grandfather, also named Nick Begich, a Democrat who served from 1971 until his death the following year.’ [Arctic Sounder, 10/3/24]
1972: Nick Begich’s Grandfather, Also Named Nick Begich, Served As Alaska’s Sole U.S. House Member According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Peltola was the first Democrat to serve in the state’s sole House seat since 1972, when Begich’s grandfather, a Democrat who was also named Nick Begich, served as Alaska’s sole member of the House. He was elected in 1970 but was presumed to have died in a plane crash two years later.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 11/20/24]
Begich Is The Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Former Alaska U.S. House Member According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., a Democrat who served as Alaska’s third U.S. House member before a plane he was in disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau in 1972.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Linked Bills To Family Legacy In Press Release According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, ‘He also mentioned his grandfather, Rep. Nick Begich Sr., and the passage of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act in 1971. “Congressman Begich continues that legacy with these bills that provide clarity to his grandfather’s landmark bill and reinforces that Alaskan Natives should decide how their land is used,” according to Nicholas the Third.’ [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/14/25]
Nick Begich III Identified As Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Former Alaska Congressman According to Alaska Dispatch News, “The 44-year-old Chugiak resident is the grandson of of Nick Begich Sr., who was elected to Alaska’s lone congressional seat in 1970 but disappeared during a 1972 flight to Juneau.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/31/22]
Early 1970s: Nick Begich Held Alaska’s Congressional Seat As A Democrat According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Nick Begich, Alaska’s congressman, a Democrat, was then at a peak of popularity. No one could defeat Begich, it seemed.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 3/31/22]
1972: Nick Begich’s Grandfather Held Alaska’s Congressional Seat According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Nick Begich is “whose grandfather held the same office 50 years ago;” referring to Alaska’s at-large congressional seat. [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 4/2/22]
Nick Begich III Is The Grandson Of Former U.S. House Member Nick Begich According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, a businessman and grandson of Alaska’s former Democratic U.S. House member Nick Begich, announced his campaign prior to Young’s death.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 4/14/22]
Nick Begich Is A Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Former Democratic U.S. House Member According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich III is a grandson of Nick Begich Sr., a Democrat who was elected to the U.S. House in 1970 and disappeared on a flight in 1972. Two of Begich III’s uncles - former Anchorage mayor and U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and current state Sen. Tom Begich - are also Democrats.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 4/21/22]
Nick Begich III Is The Grandson Of Former U.S. House Representative Nick Begich According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Begich is the grandson of Democrat Nick Begich, who represented Alaska in the U.S. House 50 years ago.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 6/5/22]
Fairbanks Daily News-Miner Identified Nick Begich III As Grandson Of Former Alaska U.S. House Member According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “businessman Nick Begich III, whose grandfather once held the office.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 6/5/22]
August 2022: Nick Begich III Was Grandson Of Former Alaska U.S. Representative (1971-72) According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Nick Begich III. The Republican grandson of Alaska’s U.S representative from 1971-72 was in third place with 43,038 votes.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 8/17/22]
Begich’s Grandfather, Nick Begich Sr., Previously Held Alaska’s House Seat According to Homer News, “Begich’s grandfather, the late U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, a Democrat, held the seat before Young.” [Homer News (Alaska), 10/27/22]
Begich’s Grandfather Held Alaska’s U.S. House Seat Before Don Young According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “Begich’s grandfather previously held the seat before Young.” [NBC - 2 KTUU, 10/27/22]
Nick Begich III Is Grandson Of Former Rep. Nick Begich Sr. According to Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), “Begich, a Republican in Alaska’s best-known Democratic family, is the grandson of former Rep. Nick Begich Sr., the Democrat who represented Alaska in the U.S. House from 1971 until his death in a 1972 plane crash.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 7/17/23]
Nick Begich Came From Prominent Democratic Family, Never Held Elected Office According to Arctic Sounder, “Begich has never held elected office but Is a member of a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. He Is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr, who won Alaska’s congressional seat In 1972 before disappearing In a plane crash. He Is the nephew of Mark Begich, who served In the U.S. Senate, and Tom Begich, who served In the state Senate - both as Democrats.” [Arctic Sounder (Anchorage, Alaska), 7/20/23]
Nick Begich III Recounted Grandfather Was A Conservative Democrat in 2024 According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Everything I’ve heard (from people on campaign trail, for instance) Nick Begich ‘was a great guy,’ said his grandson ‘He was a conservative Democrat when there was such a thing. ’He was of the old school, a JFK Democrat. In many ways, Republicans today are like the old Democrats,’ Begich said.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
1991: Jim Pepper Interview Addressed Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1985: Emil Kowalczyk Interview Included Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
Died in 1972 plane crash
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared While Serving As Alaska’s Sole U.S. Representative According to Plane & Pilot, “two of the passengers were United States Congressmen, Nick Begich, who was Alaska’s sole representative in the House, and House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, D-La., who was in Alaska to campaign for Begich’s re-election.” [Plane & Pilot, 9/21/20]
October 16, 1972: Nick Begich Aboard Cessna 310C That Disappeared Between Anchorage And Juneau According to Plane & Pilot, “On Oct. 16, 1972, at just before 9 a.m., a Cessna 310C, its registration number, N1812H, laid out in 10-inch tall block letters across the lower margin of its vertical tail, departed from Anchorage International Airport’s Runway 24R (since renumbered as 25R) under gray skies and into what was, at best, marginal flying weather.” [Plane & Pilot, 9/21/20]
1972: No Evidence Discovered In Search For Missing Plane Carrying Nick Begich According to Plane & Pilot, “a 1959 Cessna 310C that disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau, Alaska, in 1972 with four aboard, including two U.S. Congressmen, Nick Begich of Alaska and Hale Boggs of Louisiana. Not a single confirmed piece of evidence has ever been found.” [Plane & Pilot, 9/21/20]
1972: Nick Begich Was Campaigning For Re-Election When He Disappeared According to Plane & Pilot, “Nick Begich, who was Alaska’s sole representative in the House, and House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, D-La., who was in Alaska to campaign for Begich’s re-election.” [Plane & Pilot, 9/21/20]
1972: Nick Begich Sr. Disappeared In Plane Crash While Campaigning For Re-Election According to Alaska’s News Source, “In 1972, Alaska’s sole member of the U.S. House of Representatives, was running for re-election. He was campaigning in Alaska and headed from Anchorage to a rally in Juneau aboard a small plane. Also on the flight were a Begich aide, the pilot and Congressman Hale Boggs from Louisiana. The aircraft never made it to Juneau. It and its four occupants disappeared without a trace.” [Alaska’s News Source, 2/15/22]
Nick Begich III Is Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Democratic Lawmaker Who Disappeared In 1972 According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich III is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who was elected to Alaska’s U.S. House seat in 1970 but disappeared during a 1972 flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Anchorage Daily News, 4/22/22]
1972: Nick Begich Died In Alaska Plane Crash According to Geni.com, “Death: October 15, 1972 (40) Alaska, United States (Plane Crash while campaigning for re-election)”. [Geni.com, 4/28/22]
Alaska: Nick Begich Was Lost On A Flight To Juneau In 1972 According to U.S. Yearbooks, 1890-1979, “only delegate to the House of Representatives, Congressman NickBegich, was lost on a flight to Juneau on October 16. With him were Hous…” [U.S. Yearbooks, 1890-1979 via Geni.com, 1973]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared In Plane Crash In Alaska According to Wikipedia, “On October 16, 1972, he was aboard a twin engine Cessna 310 along with House Majority Leader Hale Boggs of Louisiana when the plane disappeared during a flight from Anchorage to Juneau. Also on board were Begich’s aide, Russell Brown; and the pilot, Don Jonz. […] The four were heading to a campaign fundraiser for Begich.” [Wikipedia, 2/6/23]
1972: Nick Begich’s Disappearance Prompted Federal Law Requiring Emergency Locator Transmitters According to Wikipedia, “The accident prompted Congress to pass a law mandating emergency locator transmitters in all United States civil aircraft.” [Wikipedia, 2/6/23]
1972: Nick Begich Sr. Disappeared In A Plane Crash According to Deletionpedia, “Congressman Nick Begich disappeared in a 1972 plane crash along with Congressman Hale Boggs of Louisiana when the plane disappeared during a flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Deletionpedia, 2/6/23]
October 1972: Begich Likely Died In Aircraft Accident According to Simple English Wikipedia, “Begich died (probably) in an aircraft accident at the age of 40. He was declared dead in absentia in December 1972.” [Simple English Wikipedia, 11/26/24]
October 16, 1972: Nick Begich Disappeared During Campaign Flight According to Wikipedia, “On October 16, 1972, Begich and House Majority Leader Hale Boggs […] were two of the four men on board a twin-engine Cessna 310 when the airplane disappeared during a flight from Anchorage to Juneau, Alaska. […] The four were heading to a campaign fundraiser for Begich.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
November 24, 1972: Search For Nick Begich And Others Was Suspended According to Wikipedia, “After proceeding for 39 days, the air search was suspended on November 24, 1972. Neither the airplane nor any of its four occupants was ever found.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
December 29, 1972: Nick Begich Was Declared Dead In Absentia According to Wikipedia, “The four men were all officially declared dead on December 29, 1972.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared On Flight From Anchorage To Juneau According to Kids.kiddle.co, “On October 16, 1972, he and House Majority Leader Hale Boggs, of Louisiana, were two of the four men on board a twin engine Cessna 310 when the airplane disappeared during a flight from Anchorage to Juneau, Alaska. Also on board were Begich’s aide, Russell Brown, and the pilot, Don Jonz. The four were heading to a campaign fundraiser for Begich. […] Neither the airplane nor any of its four occupants were ever found. All were declared dead on December 29, 1972.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
December 29, 1972: Nick Begich Was Reported Deceased According to LegiStorm, “Not In Office, Died, Dec. 29, 1972” [LegiStorm, 9/5/24]
1972: Nick Begich Sr. Disappeared In Plane Crash And Was Declared Dead According to Wikipedia, “He is presumed to have died in the crash of a light aircraft in Alaska in October 1972; his body was never found… declared dead in absentia on December 29, 1972.” [Wikipedia, 1/19/25]
1973: KFQD Radio Produced ‘A Living Tribute to Nick Begich’ According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Copy of a recording KFQD Radio (Anchorage) produced for Nicholas Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1972: Nick Begich’s Grandfather, Also Named Nick Begich, Was Presumed Dead After Plane Crash While Serving In U.S. House According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Peltola was the first Democrat to serve in the state’s sole House seat since 1972, when Begich’s grandfather, a Democrat who was also named Nick Begich, served as Alaska’s sole member of the House. He was elected in 1970 but was presumed to have died in a plane crash two years later.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 11/21/24]
1972: Nick Begich’s Grandfather, Also Named Nick Begich, Was Presumed Dead After Plane Crash According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “Peltola was the first Democrat to serve in the state’s sole House seat since 1972, when Begich’s grandfather, a Democrat who was also named Nick Begich, served as Alaska’s sole member of the House. He was elected in 1970 but was presumed to have died in a plane crash two years later.” [NBC - 2 KTUU, 11/21/24]
Nick Begich III Was The Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Who Disappeared In 1972 According to Anchorage Daily News, “He joins Congress 54 years after his grandfather, Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Sr., who disappeared in 1972 during a flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Joined Congress 54 Years After Grandfather Nick Begich Sr. Disappeared In 1972 According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “He is set to join Congress 54 years after his grandfather, Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Sr., who disappeared in 1972 during a flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Is The Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Former Alaska U.S. House Member Who Disappeared In 1972 According to Arctic Sounder, “He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., a Democrat who served as Alaska’s third U.S. House member before a plane he was in disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau in 1972.” [Arctic Sounder, 1/9/25]
1972: Nick Begich III’s Grandfather Disappeared, Creating Alaska Congressional Vacancy According to an opinion piece in Anchorage Daily News, “In November [1972]…three weeks before the election the plane in which Begich had been flying from Anchorage to Juneau disappeared. But four months later, in the special election held to fill the vacancy Begich’s death had created, Don [Young] was narrowly elected.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska) - Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/31/25]
Post-1972: Emergency Locator Beacons Became Required On Aircraft Following Begich Sr. Disappearance According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich said the silver lining of that tragic event was that emergency locator beacons became required on aircrafts.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 2/11/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Recalled His Grandfather’s Disappearance In A 1972 Plane Crash According to Homer News, ‘My heart goes out to people that are affected,’ Begich said. ‘People who are longtime Alaskans will know that my family was personally affected by this. My grandfather disappeared in the plane crash in 1972 and was never found.’ [Homer News (Alaska), 2/19/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Referenced His Family’s History With Air Travel Tragedies According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “‘My family, as many Alaskans know, has been touched by tragedy’ relating to air travel, he said. Begich’s grandfather, U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, disappeared while on a campaign flight in 1972.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Cited Requirement For Emergency Locator Transmitters As Silver Lining Of 1972 Crash According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich called an ensuing requirement for emergency locator transmitters a ‘silver lining’ of that long-ago crash and promised to look for opportunities for safety improvements now.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/20/25]
1972: U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Disappeared During Campaign Flight According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich’s grandfather, U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, disappeared while on a campaign flight in 1972.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/20/25]
Begich Said His Family Had Experienced Air Travel Tragedy, Referring To 1972 Disappearance Of Nick Begich According to Arctic Sounder, ‘My family, as many Alaskans know, has been touched by tragedy’ relating to air travel, he said. Begich’s grandfather, U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, disappeared while on a campaign flight in 1972.’ [Arctic Sounder, 2/20/25]
Begich III Praised Emergency Locator Transmitter Requirement Following 1972 Disappearance Of Rep. Nick Begich According to Arctic Sounder, ‘Begich called an ensuing requirement for emergency locator transmitters a ’silver lining’ of that long-ago crash and promised to look for opportunities for safety improvements now.’ [Arctic Sounder, 2/20/25]
1972: Nick Begich Died In Plane Crash According to Juneau Empire (Alaska), “Begich’s grandfather and namesake was a Democrat and died in a plane crash in 1972.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 10/25/21]
Nick Begich III Was Grandson Of Rep. Nick Begich, Who Disappeared In 1972 According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “He is the grandson of Nick Begich, who was serving in the U.S. House in 1972 when the small plane he was traveling in disappeared over Alaska. Nick Begich was headed to a campaign event in Juneau. No trace of the plane or its occupants, who included the U.S. House Majority Leader, was ever found.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 11/1/21]
Begich, Boggs Visitor Center Named For Nick Begich And Hale Boggs Following 1972 Disappearance According to Alaska Dispatch News, “The Begich, Boggs Visitor Center (Portage Lake Loop) sits about 5 miles east of the highway and opens from late May to early September. Named in honor of congressman Nick Begich and Hale Boggs, whose flight in Alaska disappeared in 1972, the center is built on the edge a lake on the moraine left by the receding Portage Glacier.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/1/22]
1972: Nick Begich Died In A Plane Crash According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “The congressman first took office after winning a special election to fill the seat left vacant by Nick Begich, who died in a plane crash in 1972.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 3/18/22]
1972: Nick Begich Died In A Plane Crash While Serving In Congress According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “The congressman first took office after winning a special election to fill the seat left vacant by Nick Begich, who died in a plane crash in 1972.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 3/18/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared During Congressional Campaign According to Peninsula Clarion, “In 1972, Young was the Republican challenger to Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich. Three weeks before the election, Begich’s plane disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Peninsula Clarion, 3/18/22]
December 1972: Nick Begich Was Declared Dead After Plane Disappearance According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich was declared dead in December 1972 and Young won a close special election in March 1973.” [Peninsula Clarion, 3/18/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared While Campaigning For Reelection According to Juneau Empire, “In 1972, Young was the Republican challenger to Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich. Three weeks before the election, Begich’s plane disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau. Alaskans reelected Begich anyway.” [Juneau Empire, 3/18/22]
December 1972: Nick Begich Was Declared Dead According to Juneau Empire, “Begich was declared dead in December 1972 and Young won a close special election in March 1973.” [Juneau Empire, 3/18/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared On A Campaign Flight According to Alaska Dispatch News, “He [Don Young] was sworn in after winning a special election to replace Democrat Nick Begich, who disappeared on a campaign flight.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared While Serving As Alaska’s Congressman According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Four months earlier, he [Don Young] had lost the regular election to Democrat Nick Begich, the incumbent congressman who had disappeared on a campaign flight but would not be declared dead until December.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
1972: Nick Begich Was Not Declared Dead Until December After Disappearance According to Alaska Dispatch News, “he [Don Young] had lost the regular election to Democrat Nick Begich, the incumbent congressman who had disappeared on a campaign flight but would not be declared dead until December.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/19/22]
Alaska Dispatch News Noted Nick Begich III Is The Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr., Who Disappeared In 1972 According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘Nick Begich III is a Republican running for U.S. House. Begich’s grandfather, Nick Begich, once held the seat before disappearing on a small plane flight in 1972, and U.S. Rep. Don Young replaced him until his death last week.’ [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/22/22]
1972: Nick Begich Died In A Plane Crash Before The General Election According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Begich died when his plane was lost on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau along with House Majority Leader Hale Boggs and several staff. This happened close to the election, which Begich actually won even though dead by then.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 3/31/22]
1972: Begich Posthumously Won The Congressional Election According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Begich died when his plane was lost on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau along with House Majority Leader Hale Boggs and several staff. This happened close to the election, which Begich actually won even though dead by then.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 3/31/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared While Campaigning For Congress According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “In 1972, he was the Republican challenger to Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich. Three weeks before the election, Begich’s plane disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau. Alaskans reelected Begich anyway. Begich was declared dead in December 1972, and Young won a close special election in March 1973.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman (Wasilla, Alaska), 3/31/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared In A Plane Before The Election According to Juneau Empire, “In 1972, he [Don Young] was the Republican challenger to Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich. Before the election, Begich’s plane disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau. Alaskans reelected Begich anyway. Begich was later declared dead, and Young in March 1973 won a close special election.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 4/4/22]
1971-1972: Tom Brennan Reported Nick Begich Sr. Held U.S. House Seat According to an opinion piece by Tom Brennan in Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “His father, Nick Begich Sr., held the U.S. House seat in 1971-1972 and disappeared on Dec. 29, 1972 with Congressman Hale Boggs while on a small-plane flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Tom Brennan - Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 4/21/22]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared In Alaska Plane Crash According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “In October 1972, the U.S. House Majority Leader, Hale Boggs, a first term Congressman, Nick Begich, Begich’s aide Russell Browne and a pilot, Don Jonz, disappeared in a plane flying from Anchorage to Juneau. No trace of the plane, or the men, has ever been found.” [Juneau Empire - Juneau Empire, 10/18/22]
Nick Begich III Was The Grandson Of Nick Begich, Who Was Elected In 1972 And Disappeared In A Plane Crash According to Alaska Dispatch News, “businessman Nick Begich III, the Republican grandson of Nick Begich the first, a Democrat who was elected to the U.S. House in 1972 but disappeared in a plane crash.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 11/21/22]
1972: Congressman Nick Begich Sr. Disappeared During Campaign Flight According to an opinion piece by Charles Wohlforth in Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Tom’s father, Nick Begich Sr., disappeared on a campaign flight while running for reelection to Congress in 1972, a few days before Tom’s 12th birthday.” [Charles Wohlforth - Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 12/8/22]
Begich, Boggs Visitor Center Was Named In Honor Of U.S. Reps. Nick Begich And Hale Boggs After Their 1972 Disappearance According to Alaska Dispatch News, “The Begich, Boggs Visitor Center (Portage Lake Loop) opens from late May to early September and sits about 5 miles east of the Seward Highway, a flat, pretty, quick drive. Named in honor of U.S. Reps. Nick Begich and Hale Boggs, whose flight in Alaska disappeared in 1972, the center is built on the edge of a lake on the moraine left by the receding Portage Glacier.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 3/13/23]
1972: Nick Begich Disappeared In Plane Crash Alongside Hale Boggs According to Anchorage Daily News, “In 1972, Alaska U.S. Rep. Nick Begich disappeared along with House Majority Leader Hale Boggs and a Begich aide on a small-plane flight between Anchorage and Juneau. Congressman Don Young was elected in a special election to replace Begich, serving in that capacity since 1973.” [Anchorage Daily News, 9/13/23]
1972: Alaska Dispatch News Reported Nick Begich Disappeared In Plane Crash With Hale Boggs And Aide According to Alaska Dispatch News, “In 1972, Alaska U.S. Rep. Nick Begich disappeared along with House Majority Leader Hale Boggs and a Begich aide on a small-plane flight between Anchorage and Juneau.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/13/23]
Begich, Boggs Visitor Center Named For U.S. Reps. Nick Begich And Hale Boggs In Honor Of Their Disappearance In 1972 According to Anchorage Daily News, “Named in honor of U.S. Reps. Nick Begich and Hale Boggs, whose flight in Alaska disappeared in 1972, the center is built on the edge of a lake on the moraine left by the receding Portage Glacier.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 4/21/24]
Born in Eveleth, Minnesota
1932: Nick Begich Sr. Was Born In Eveleth, Minnesota According to Simple English Wikipedia, “Nicholas Joseph ‘Nick’ Begich Sr. (April 6, 1932 in Eveleth, Minnesota - October 16, 1972 in Alaska) was an American politician of the Democratic Party.” [Simple English Wikipedia, 11/26/24]
Family Party Affiliations
Nick Begich III as Republican
2020: Nicholas Begich III Identified Himself as a Conservative Republican Despite Democratic Family Ties According to a press release from Must Read Alaska, “Nicholas Begich is also related to former Sen. Mark Begich and State Sen. Tom Begich, who are his Democrat uncles, while he is a conservative Republican.” [Press Release - Must Read Alaska, 5/4/20]
Nick Begich III Publicly Associated With Republican Party Despite Family Democratic Ties According to Must Read Alaska, “Begich is the nephew of former Alaska Sen, Mark Begich and current State Sen. Tom Begich, both Democrats of Anchorage. But Nick is the new generation of Begich, and is a staunch Republican, and he comes from Chugiak. He is the son of Dr. Nicholas Begich, the libertarian.” [Must Read Alaska, 10/22/21]
Nicholas Begich III Identified As Republican In 2021 House Race According to Peninsula Clarion, “But unlike his grandfather and uncles former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and current state Sen. Tom Begich, all Democrats, Nicholas Begich III is a Republican.” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/25/21]
October 2021: Begich Maintained Republican Party Loyalty Despite Democratic Family Heritage According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich comes from a long line of prominent Alaska Democrats, including his grandfather and two uncles, one a current state senator and the other a former U.S. senator. […] Begich has always been a Republican, state voting records show.” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/28/21]
Nick Begich III Claimed Family Political Background As Democrats Did Not Influence Him According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich has said at campaign events that Alaska needs new energy and that his family’s political background as Democrats does not influence him.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 11/1/21]
2022: Letter Writer Susan McDonald Identified Nick Begich as a Republican According to a letter to the editor published in Alaska Dispatch News, “Let’s be clear: Nick is a Republican, not like his relative. Vote for Nick.” [Letter to the Editor - Alaska Dispatch News, 5/6/22]
2022: Nick Begich Identified As Member Of Family Of Prominent Democrats According to Juneau Empire, “Begich, a Republican from a family of prominent Democrats, earned endorsements from conservatives in the state along with the Alaska Republican Party.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 6/11/22]
2022: Begich Said He Was Not A Democrat Despite Family Background According to Alaska Dispatch News, “The younger Begich says his biggest challenge in the campaign has been convincing voters that unlike his grandfather and two uncles, he’s not a Democrat.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/3/22]
2022: Nick Begich Stated He Has Always Been A Republican According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich counters that he’s always been a Republican, despite coming from a family of prominent Democrats.” [Peninsula Clarion, 8/15/22]
Begich Publicly Distinguished His Views From His Democratic Relatives According to Anchorage Daily News, “The younger Begich has repeatedly emphasized that he does not share the political views of his prominent Democratic relatives.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 6/17/24]
Begich Emphasized He Does Not Share The Democratic Political Views Of His Relatives According to Anchorage Daily News, “The younger Begich has repeatedly emphasized that he does not share the political views of his prominent Democratic relatives.” [Anchorage Daily News, 6/17/24]
Notable Relatives in Politics
Tom Begich (Alaska State Senator)
Nick Begich III’s Family Included Several Democratic Politicians According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘Begich Sr. was a Democratic lawmaker, as are two of his sons, former Democratic U.S. Sen. Mark Begich and current Democratic state Sen. Tom Begich. His oldest son, Nick Begich Jr., is Nick Begich III’s father.’ [Anchorage Daily News, 10/23/21]
Uncle: Mark Begich (U.S. Senator 2009-2015)
Nick Begich Belonged To Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Anchorage Daily News, “He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who won Alaska’s congressional seat in 1972 before disappearing in a plane crash. He is the nephew of Mark Begich, who served in the U.S. Senate, and Tom Begich, who served in the state Senate — both as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News, 7/14/23]
Nick Begich III Was Grandson Of Former Democratic U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Sr. And Nephew Of Former Democratic Senator Mark Begich According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., a Democrat who served as Alaska’s third U.S. House member before a plane he was in disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau in 1972. He is also the nephew of Alaska’s Democratic former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 1/9/25]
Nick Begich III Was Identified As Nephew Of Former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich And Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich is a nephew of Democratic former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, and grandson of Nick Begich Sr., a Democrat who held Alaska’s seat in Congress before the small plane carrying him disappeared in 1972.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 4/7/22]
Nick Begich’s Uncles Mark And Tom Begich Held Elected Office As Democrats According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich’s uncle, Mark Begich, served as a U.S. senator for Alaska and his other uncle, Tom Begich, served in the Alaska Senate. Both are Democrats.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 7/15/23]
Nick Begich III Is Nephew Of Former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich And Former State Sen. Tom Begich According to Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), “He’s the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, and the nephew of former state Sen. Tom Begich, D-Anchorage.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 7/17/23]
Begich Is Nephew Of Former Sen. Mark Begich And Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich is the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, a Democrat, and the grandson of Democrat Nick Begich Sr., who was elected to Alaska’s congressional seat in 1970 and disappeared during a 1972 flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 6/17/24]
Begich Is Nephew Of Former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich And Grandson Of Nick Begich Sr. According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich is the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, a Democrat, and the grandson of Democrat Nick Begich Sr., who was elected to Alaska’s congressional seat in 1970 and disappeared during a 1972 flight from Anchorage to Juneau.” [Anchorage Daily News, 6/17/24]
Begich family’s influence in Alaska politics
Nick Begich III Came From Prominent Political Family According to News Miner, “Begich comes from a family of Alaska politicians, including his grandfather and two uncles. His grandfather Nick Begich, Sr. was an Alaska state senator and then Alaska’s U.S. representative until his disappearance following a plane crash in October 1972. Mark Begich was a U.S. senator for a term and Anchorage mayor before that. Tom Begich was a state senator from 2017 to 2023.” [News Miner, 11/1/24]
2024: Nick Begich Is From A Prominent Political Family With Democratic Affiliations According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich, a longtime Republican, is from a prominent family that includes several Democratic politicians.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 9/19/24]
Begich Belonged To A Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich belongs to a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather Nick Begich I was elected in 1972 to Alaska’s lone U.S. House seat as a Democrat. His uncle Mark Begich served as a Democrat in the U.S. Senate. But Nick Begich III, who was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, is a conservative Republican who praised Trump and his policies even after the former president endorsed his opponent.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 9/26/24]
Anchorage Daily News Reported Begich Belonged To Prominent Democratic Family But Ran As Republican According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich is a member of a prominent family of Democrats in Alaska. His uncle Mark Begich served in the U.S. Senate as a Democrat until 2015. Nick Begich III, who was born in Alaska, was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida and returned to Alaska as an adult […]” [Anchorage Daily News, 11/21/24]
Begich Came From Prominent Democratic Alaska Family, Founded Tech Companies Abroad According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich is a member of a prominent family of Democrats in Alaska. His uncle Mark Begich served in the U.S. Senate as a Democrat until 2015. Nick Begich III, who was born in Alaska, was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida and returned to Alaska as an adult, amassing a personal fortune by founding companies that focused on offshoring information technology jobs to other countries and advising other startups.” [Anchorage Daily News, 11/21/24]
2022: Tom Brennan Reported Nick Begich Jr. Ran For U.S. House As Republican According to an opinion piece by Tom Brennan in Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “The best known is Nick Begich Jr., who is running as a Republican.” [Tom Brennan - Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 4/21/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Cited Distancing Himself From His Democratic Relatives As A Challenge According to Alaska Dispatch News, “He has said his greatest challenge has been distancing himself from Alaska’s other Begich political figures, all Democrats. Those include his grandfather, Nick Begich the first, who served in the U.S. House until he disappeared in a plane crash in 1972. They also include his uncles, Mark Begich and state Sen. Tom Begich.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/16/22]
August 2022: Nick Begich Was Identified As A Businessman From A Prominent Democratic Family According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich, a businessman from a family of prominent Democrats, has come out hard against Palin, seeking to cast her as someone chasing fame and as a quitter; Palin resigned during her term as governor in 2009.” [Peninsula Clarion, 8/17/22]
2022: Frank Dahl Claimed Nick Begich Benefited Politically from Family Name According to an opinion piece by Frank Dahl in Peninsula Clarion, “Many say whatever success he has enjoyed seems to have come from riding the coattails of his uncle Mark Begich. Let’s be honest about this. Nick wouldn’t even be on the ballot if not for his last name.” [Frank Dahl - Peninsula Clarion, 10/21/22]
2022: Frank Dahl Asserted Nick Begich Benefited From Family Name According to an opinion piece by Frank Dahl in Alaska Dispatch News, “Many say whatever success he has enjoyed seems to have come from riding the coattails of his uncle Mark Begich. Let’s be honest about this. He wouldn’t even be on the ballot if not for his last name.” [Frank Dahl - Alaska Dispatch News, 10/28/22]
2022: Letter Writer Frank Dahl Alleged Nick Begich Benefited From Family Name According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Many say whatever success he has enjoyed seems to have come from riding the coattails of his uncle, Mark Begich. Let’s be honest about this. Nick wouldn’t even be on the ballot if not for his last name.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 10/29/22]
2022: Palin Accused Begich Of Being ‘A Plant’ Of The Left-Leaning Begich Family. According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Palin accused Begich of being ‘a plant’ in the race, calling him ‘the chosen one’ of the left-leaning Begich family that also includes Democratic former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich. It’s an association Nick Begich has been fighting since launching his campaign, and one that continues to dissuade Palin’s supporters from ranking Begich second.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 11/4/22]
Nick Begich Never Held Elected Office But Belongs To Prominent Democratic Family According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich has never held elected office but is a member of a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. He is the grandson of Nick Begich Sr., who won Alaska’s congressional seat in 1972 before disappearing in a plane crash. He is the nephew of Mark Begich, who served in the U.S. Senate, and Tom Begich, who served in the state Senate both as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 7/13/23]
Nick Begich III Is Grandson Of Former Congressman Nick Begich Sr. And Nephew Of Former Senator Mark Begich According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “The grandson of former Alaska congressman Nick Begich Sr. […] and the nephew of former Alaska Sen. Mark Begich, the current business owner spelled out his mission for his upcoming run for office.” [NBC - 2 KTUU, 7/13/23]
2023: Begich Is Member Of Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich, a Republican in Alaska’s best-known Democratic family, is the grandson of former Rep. Nick Begich Sr., the Democrat who represented Alaska in the U.S. House from 1971 until his death in a 1972 plane crash. He’s the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich, D-Alaska, and the nephew of former state Sen. Tom Begich, D-Anchorage.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 7/14/23]
Nick Begich Described As Member Of Prominent Family Of Alaska Democrats According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich is a member of a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather, Nick Begich I, was elected to Alaska’s U.S. House seat as a Democrat in 1972. His uncle, Mark Begich, is a Democrat who served as U.S. senator between 2009 and 2015.” [Anchorage Daily News, 8/23/24]
Nick Begich Is From A Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich is a member of a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather, Nick Begich I, was elected to Alaska’s U.S. House seat as a Democrat in 1972. His uncle, Mark Begich, is a Democrat who served as U.S. senator between 2009 and 2015.” [Anchorage Daily News, 8/23/24]
Nick Begich Described As A Businessman And Member Of A Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich is a businessman who first ran for Congress in 2022, coming in third behind Peltola and former Gov. Sarah Palin, who was endorsed by Trump. Begich is a member of a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather, Nick Begich 1, was elected to Alaska’s U.S. House seat as a Democrat in 1972. His uncle, Mark Begich, is a Democrat who served as U.S. senator between 2009 and 2015.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 8/29/24]
1994: Kathleen Carlson Drabek Interview Covered Nick Begich According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Subjects include Nick Begich.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
Family’s Democratic roots
Nick Begich Was A Member Of The Democratic Party According to Wikipedia, “He was a member of the Democratic Party.” [Wikipedia, 6/9/24]
2024: Nick Begich Came From A Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich is a member of a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather, Nick Begich I, was elected to Alaska’s U.S. House seat as a Democrat in 1972. His uncle, Mark Begich, is a Democrat who served as U.S. senator between 2009 and 2015.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 8/29/24]
2022: Begich Family Noted For Democratic Affiliation According to Peninsula Clarion, Begich’s grandfather, Democrat Nick Begich, held the House seat before Young. His uncle Mark was a Democratic U.S. senator and his uncle Tom is the state Senate’s Democratic leader. [Peninsula Clarion, 4/20/22]
Served as U.S. House Representative for Alaska
1971–1972: Nick Begich Served As United States Representative From Alaska According to Wikipedia, “Nick Begich (1932–1972), United States Representative from Alaska (1971–1972)”. [Wikipedia, 2/24/24]
Died in 1972 plane crash
1972: U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Disappeared On Campaign Flight According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich’s grandfather, U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, disappeared while on a campaign flight in 1972.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/13/25]
1972: U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Disappeared In Aviation Accident According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘Begich’s grandfather, U.S. Rep. Nick Begich, disappeared while on a campaign flight in 1972.’ [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/13/25]
Begich family’s influence in Alaska politics
Begich Family Legacy
1972: Begich Towers And Begich Peak Were Named In Nick Begich’s Memory According to Kids.kiddle.co, “In 1972, the tallest building in Whittier, Alaska, was renamed to Begich Towers in memory of Nick Begich. Begich Peak which is three miles north of the Begich, Boggs Visitor Center at Portage Lake was also named after him.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
1940-1972: Begich’s Life Documented In Family Papers According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Encompasses both the business and public life of Begich, including his years as an educator in Minnesota, his political and educational activities in Alaska, and congressional service. Copies of materials owned by family.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
1971-1972: Guy R. Martin Papers Included Legislative Files From Begich’s Office According to US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, “Legislative research files and related material of Guy R. Martin, legislative assistant to Nicholas Begich. Included are published material, newspapers, committee reports relating to Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act, the Ocean Mammal Protection Act, and various fisheries and Alaskan land and resource issues.” [US House of Representatives History, Art & Archives, 3/21/25]
Nick Begich III Belongs To A Prominent Alaskan Democratic Family According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich belongs to a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather Nick Begich I was elected in 1972 to Alaska’s lone U.S. House seat as a Democrat. His uncle Mark Begich served as a Democrat in the U.S. Senate.” [Anchorage Daily News, 9/18/24]
Begich Came From A Prominent Alaska Democratic Family According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich belongs to a prominent family of Alaska Democrats. His grandfather Nick Begich I was elected in 1972 to Alaska’s lone U.S. House seat as a Democrat. His uncle Mark Begich served as a Democrat in the U.S. Senate.” [Anchorage Daily News, 9/18/24]
Nick Begich III Descended From An Alaska Political Family According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich comes from an Alaska political dynasty, primarily Democrats. His grandfather, Democrat Nick Begich Sr., was Alaska’s third U.S. House member before his plane disappeared on a flight from Anchorage to Juneau in 1972. He is the nephew of former U.S. Sen. Mark Begich.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 1/7/25]
Nick Begich Was Part Of Alaska Political Dynasty In 2022 According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich, a Republican, is part of an Alaska political dynasty of Democrats. Begich of Chugiak is the grandson of the late Nick Begich, the last Democrat to hold Alaska’s sole U.S. House seat. Current Democratic state Sen. Tom Begich is his uncle.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 4/4/22]
2022: Tom Brennan Characterized Nick Begich Jr. As From A Well-Regarded Political Family And A Well-Balanced Achiever According to an opinion piece by Tom Brennan in Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Of the two Begich might be the best choice since he is from a well-regarded political family and has a reputation as a well-balanced achiever.” [Tom Brennan - Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 4/21/22]
June 2022: Nick Begich Was Identified As A Businessman And Member Of A Prominent Family Of Democrats According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich, a businessman and member of a prominent family of Democrats, has 19.2% of the vote.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 6/15/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Was Associated With The Begich Family Described As A Democrat Dynasty By Palin According to Peninsula Clarion, Palin described Nick Begich III as being “of the democrat-dynasty Begich family and who publicly admits to supporting, voting for, and funding democrats.” [Peninsula Clarion (Kenai, Alaska), 11/11/22]
Nick Begich III Political Legacy
Nick Begich III Subscribed To A Family Tradition of Public Service in 2024 According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Regardless of political labels, the Begich family has ‘a heart for service,’ said Nick. ‘We come at it from different ideological backgrounds, but I think everyone in the family, from my dad, who is a Libertarian, to me, a Republican, to my uncles, who are Democrats, we all have a heart for Alaska. We all have the same goal.’” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
