Environmental Protection and Climate Policy
Summary
· Frequently criticizes efforts to address climate change, labeling social cost of carbon models and climate policy as “weaponized” by political opponents, which could alienate voters concerned about environmental protection (Daily Sitka Sentinel, Juneau Empire)
· Openly questions the scientific and economic methodologies that link fossil fuel production to climate change impacts, which could be portrayed as climate change denial (Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman)
· Has stated that Congress cannot meaningfully address climate change, emphasizing a lack of viable legislative solutions and downplaying the importance of national climate action (Kodiak Daily Mirror, Fairbanks Daily News-Miner)
· Argues that climate-focused regulations harm the economy and working families, potentially making him appear more focused on industry than on long-term environmental or public health (Anchorage Daily News)
· Opposed high-profile conservation actions by the Biden administration, such as protecting 28 million acres from development, which environmental groups or moderate voters could see as anti-conservation (Juneau Empire)
Climate Change Approaches
Skepticism of Federal Climate Policies
August 2024: Begich Criticized ‘Carbon Economy’ Arguments Against Fossil Fuels According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “‘We look at how the left in this country has weaponized what I’m going to call the carbon lie, or the carbon economy, right? And they’ve weaponized it against everyone in this room,’ Begich said, criticizing methods that attribute the social costs of climate change to fossil fuel production. ‘They’re trying to use these methodologies to shut us down.’” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 8/29/24]
8/28/24: Nick Begich Criticized ‘Carbon Economy’ Methodologies Used By The Political Left According to Juneau Empire (Alaska), “We look at how the left in this country has weaponized what I’m going to call the carbon lie, or the carbon economy, right? And they’ve weaponized it against everyone in this room,” Begich said, criticizing methods that attribute the social costs of climate change to fossil fuel production. “They’re trying to use these methodologies to shut us down.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 8/29/24]
September 2024: Begich Criticized Applying Social Cost Of Carbon To Fossil Fuel Production According to The Nome Nugget (Alaska), “‘We look at how the left in this country has weaponized what I’m going to call the carbon lie, or the carbon economy, right? And they’ve weaponized it against everyone in this room,’ Begich said, criticizing methods that attribute the social costs of climate change to fossil fuel production. ‘They’re trying to use these methodologies to shut us down.’” [The Nome Nugget (Alaska), 9/5/24]
January 2025: Begich Criticized Climate Policy As Economically Harmful According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘While I am a strong believer in science-based decision making, using the excuse of climate change to close off American energy production only ships more production to jurisdictions with low environmental standards, increases the costs of living on working families, and unnecessarily exerts drag on our economy,’ the statement said. [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/6/25]
2022: Nick Begich Expressed Skepticism About Congressional Ability To Address Climate Change According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “‘I think we need to be careful to assign blame to climate change for the problems in the world that we experience,’ Begich said. ‘Part of the reason that I think it’s a problematic issue is there’s nothing we can do. There is nothing that Congress can do to change the climate of the earth. But there are things we can do to manage our fisheries in responsible ways.’” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 10/5/22]
2022: Nick Begich Downplayed Climate Change As An Issue For Fisheries-Protecting Action According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich downplayed climate change as an issue for fisheries-protection action. ‘There’s nothing we can do about it. There’s nothing that Congress can do to change the climate of the Earth.’ Instead, he said, government officials should consider predator control to boost fisheries.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 10/6/22]
2022: Begich Expressed Skepticism About Congressional Action On Climate Change According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “‘I think we need to be careful to assign blame to climate change for the problems in the world that we experience,’ Begich said. ‘Part of the reason that I think it’s a problematic issue is there’s nothing we can do. There is nothing that Congress can do to change the climate of the earth. But there are things we can do to manage our fisheries in responsible ways.’” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 10/7/22]
August 2024: Begich Criticized Social Cost Of Carbon Methods As “Weaponized” According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “We look at how the left in this country has weaponized what I’m going to call the carbon lie, or the carbon economy, right? And they’ve weaponized it against everyone in this room,” Begich said, criticizing methods that attribute the social costs of climate change to fossil fuel production.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 8/28/24]
Federal Land Management
Criticism of Land Set-Asides
8/28/24: Nick Begich Opposed Biden Administration Action To Protect 28 Million Acres From Development According to Juneau Empire (Alaska), “He said an example of the federal government’s approach is a Biden administration action on Tuesday to keep 28 million across free of large-scale development.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 8/29/24]
Advocacy for Alaska’s Control
September 2022: Nick Begich Said Federal Government Has A Responsibility To Fund Stewardship Of Alaska Lands According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, ‘The federal government owns more than 60% of all land in Alaska, so they have a responsibility to fund the stewardship of those lands, as long as they’re being held by the federal government,’ he said. [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/26/22]
