Early Life and Family Background
Summary
· Nick Begich III was born in Anchorage, Alaska, but was raised in Florida by his maternal grandparents after his parents divorced (Anchorage Daily News, Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman).
· His maternal grandparents, described as Bible Belt Republicans from Missouri, played a significant role in instilling conservative Christian values during his upbringing (Peninsula Clarion, Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman).
· Begich has emphasized his return to Alaska as an adult, highlighting his commitment to the state and noting he and his family have lived there for over 20 years (Kodiak Daily Mirror).
· Despite being part of the prominent Begich political family—mostly Democrats—Nick Begich III identifies as a conservative Republican, setting himself apart from his relatives’ political affiliations (Anchorage Daily News).
· Political opponents and media have occasionally questioned Begich’s Alaska ties, arguing that being raised outside of Alaska challenges his authenticity as an Alaskan candidate (Juneau Empire, The Daily Sitka Sentinel).
· Begich has spoken about his challenging childhood in Florida, describing financial instability and a motivation to provide more stability for his own family (Alaska Dispatch News).
Birth and Heritage
Date and Place of Birth
1932: Nick Begich Was Born In Minnesota According to Geni.com, “Birthdate: April 06, 1932 | Birthplace: Eveleth, St. Louis County, Minnesota, United States”. [Geni.com, 4/28/22]
Nick Begich Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich was born in Alaska but raised in Florida by his maternal grandparents.” [Anchorage Daily News, 7/14/23]
1932: Nick Begich Was Born In Eveleth, Minnesota According to Kids.kiddle.co, “Born | Nicholas Joseph Begich (1932-04-06)April 6, 1932 Eveleth, Minnesota, U.S.” [Kids.kiddle.co, 10/18/24]
October 2024: Democratic Ads Targeted Begich’s Alaska Ties According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel, “All three [pro-Peltola ads] say Begich was not raised in Alaska and suggest that voters should vote for someone who was. Begich was bom at Providence hospital in Anchorage but spent some time as a child in Florida. The ads say that Alaskans should ‘vote for a real Alaskan.’” [The Daily Sitka Sentinel, 10/30/24]
2024: Pro-Peltola Ads Claimed Begich Was Not Raised In Alaska According to Juneau Empire, “All three say Begich was not raised in Alaska and suggest that voters should vote for someone who was. Begich was born at Providence hospital in Anchorage but spent some time as a child in Florida. The ads say that Alaskans should ‘vote for a real Alaskan.’” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 10/30/24]
Nick Begich III’s Background And Political Orientation According to Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich III, 47, was born in Alaska and raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, returning to the state as an adult with a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his grandfather and uncles, who held elected office as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
Begich Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida By Maternal Grandparents According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “Nick Begich III, 47, was born in Alaska and raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, returning to the state as an adult with a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his grandfather and uncles, who held elected office as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida By His Maternal Grandparents According to Anchorage Daily News, “Born in Alaska, Nick Begich III was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida and returned to Alaska as an adult, bringing with him a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his uncles […] who were both elected as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida By Maternal Grandparents According to Anchorage Daily News, “Born in Alaska, Nick Begich III was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida and returned to Alaska as an adult, bringing with him a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his uncles […] who were both elected as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Was Born In Alaska, Raised In Florida, And Returned To The State As An Adult According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Nick Begich III, 47, was born in Alaska and raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, returning to the state as an adult with a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his grandfather and uncles, who held elected office as Democrats.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 1/9/25]
Nick Begich III Was Born In Alaska, Raised In Florida, And Returned As An Adult According to Arctic Sounder, “Nick Begich III, 47, was born in Alaska and raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, returning to the state as an adult with a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his grandfather and uncles, who held elected office as Democrats.” [Arctic Sounder, 1/9/25]
2023: Begich Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Begich was born in Alaska but raised in Florida by his maternal grandparents.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 7/13/23]
Nick Begich Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida By Maternal Grandparents According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich was born in Alaska but raised in Florida by his maternal grandparents.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 7/13/23]
Nick Begich Founded FarShore And Was Raised In Florida According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “A wealthy businessman who founded the company FarShore, Begich was born in Alaska but raised in Florida.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 7/15/23]
Nick Begich Was Born in Alaska, Raised in Florida, and Founded FarShore According to Arctic Sounder, “Begich was born In Alaska but raised In Florida by his maternal grandparents. He founded FarShore, a software and Information technology company worth millions that employs people primarily In India and Croatia, though none In Alaska.” [Arctic Sounder (Anchorage, Alaska), 7/20/23]
Early Home Environment
Nick Begich III Was Born In Alaska And Raised In Florida By Maternal Grandparents According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “Born in Alaska, Nick Begich III was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida and returned to Alaska as an adult, bringing with him a conservative brand of politics that set him apart from his uncles […] who were both elected as Democrats.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Emphasized His Alaska Ties In Response To Potential Criticism in 2024 According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “For those who may question Begich’s qualification to represent Alaska he responds, ‘Our governor grew up in Pennsylvania. We have a senator who grew up in Ohio. I’m a third generation Alaskan, raising a fourth generation Alaskan. As soon as I could move back to Alaska, I did,’ said Begich.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
Nick Begich Jr. Used The Professional Name ‘Doctor Nick Begich’ According to IMDb, “Alternative names: Doctor Nick Begich.” [IMDb, 1/1/24]
Early Home Environment
Nick Begich Was Born In Anchorage And Raised By Maternal Grandparents According to begich.house.gov, “Born in Anchorage and raised by his maternal grandparents, Congressman Nick Begich embodies the spirit of Alaska.” [begich.house.gov, 1/2/25]
Nick Begich Moved Back To Alaska In 2004 With His Family According to begich.house.gov, “In 2004, Nick and Dharna returned to Alaska, ready to give back to the state they love.” [begich.house.gov, 1/2/25]
Nick Begich III Was Raised In Florida By Maternal Grandparents According to Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich III, who was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, is a conservative Republican who praised Trump and his policies even after the former president endorsed his opponent.” [Anchorage Daily News, 9/18/24]
2022: Letter Writer Jim and Faye Palin Described Nick Begich’s Personal Background and Upbringing According to a letter to the editor published in Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Nick was born in Alaska and currently lives in Chugiak. Yes, he is a part of the well-known, primarily democratic, Begich family. However, he comes from a different branch of that family tree. At a very young age, following the divorce of his parents, he was sent to Florida where he was raised by his mother’s parents. They instilled the strong conservative Christian values he holds today.” [Letter to the Editor - Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/22/22]
Nick Begich III Cited Long-Term Commitment to Alaska in 2024 According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “We thought we might be up here for a couple of years, but we’ve been here 20 years.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
Childhood Environment
Early Home Environment
Begich Was Raised By Maternal Grandparents In Florida According to Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich III, who was raised by his maternal grandparents in Florida, is a conservative Republican who praised Trump and his policies even after the former president endorsed his opponent.” [Anchorage Daily News, 9/18/24]
Socioeconomic Background
Nick Begich III Described A Challenging Childhood And Motivation For Stability According to Alaska Dispatch News, “My upbringing was one where we never had savings. I never lived in a house that we owned,” Begich said. He began to tear up. “It was a difficult time, so I wanted to make sure that when I grew up, and I had a family of my own, we didn’t have that same experience.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/5/22]
Family Influences
Influence on Values
Begich Stated Missouri Republican Upbringing After Moving From Alaska According to Peninsula Clarion, ‘“While I’m from Alaska, I grew up actually Outside with my grandparents, who were dyed-in-the-wool, Bible Belt Republicans from Missouri,” Begich said Wednesday. “So I was raised Republican, and raised with conservative values.”’ [Peninsula Clarion, 1/12/22]
