Public Statements and Media Relations
Summary
· Rep. Nick Begich used and defended strong and sometimes obscene language, including calling President Biden a “son of a bitch,” citing the need to “shout to be heard” in Congress (Anchorage Daily News).
· Begich faced public criticism for his language and rhetoric, with multiple letters to the editor highlighting concerns about vulgar name-calling and perceived contradictions with his stated law-and-order stance (Anchorage Daily News; Fairbanks Daily News-Miner).
· Begich and his office declined to comment or did not respond immediately to media inquiries regarding sensitive issues such as the Denali renaming and federal funding freezes (Anchorage Daily News; Anchorage Daily News).
· In several interviews and social media posts, Begich prioritized economic issues and job opportunities in Alaska over cultural debates, publicly dismissing the significance of the Denali name issue (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner).
· Begich repeated inaccurate or false claims about U.S. aid to Ukraine and the war’s death toll, echoing statements made by former President Trump and drawing attention to possible vulnerabilities regarding his accuracy with factual information (Daily Sitka Sentinel; Fairbanks Daily News-Miner).
Media Interviews and Press Releases
2025: Anchorage Daily News Quoted Nick Begich Defending His Language and Tactics According to an opinion piece in Anchorage Daily News, “Speaking to an Anchorage television station reporter after his son of a gun post, Begich said there are times in Congress when you have to ‘shout to be heard.’ He added, ‘I’m sorry that we had to say what we did, but I’m not sorry that we did it.’” [Anchorage Daily News - Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/18/25]
2025: Nick Begich Used Obscene Language Toward President Biden in Response to Offshore Drilling Ban According to an opinion piece in Anchorage Daily News, “the newest member of Alaska’s congressional delegation called the president ‘a son of a bitch.’ […] Begich took to X, the 21st century soapbox.” [Anchorage Daily News - Anchorage Daily News, 1/18/25]
2025: Nick Begich Defended Use of Obscenity in Congressional Discourse According to an opinion piece in Anchorage Daily News, “Speaking to an Anchorage television station reporter after his son-of-a-gun post, Begich said there are times in Congress when you have to ‘shout to be heard.’ He added, ‘I’m sorry that we had to say what we did, but I’m not sorry that we did it.’” [Anchorage Daily News - Anchorage Daily News, 1/18/25]
January 2025: Nick Begich Did Not Immediately Comment On Denali Renaming Executive Order According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Trump ally, was in Washington D.C. to watch the inauguration. He has not spoken publicly about the Republican president’s plans to rename Alaska and North America’s highest mountain — neither has Begich. Begich and Dunleavy did not immediately respond to requests for comment.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/20/25]
January 2025: Rep. Nick Begich Did Not Comment Publicly On Trump’s Plan To Rename Denali According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska Gov. Mike Dunleavy, a Trump ally, was in Washington D.C. to watch the inauguration. He has not spoken publicly about the Republican president’s plans to rename Alaska and North America’s highest mountain neither has Begich. Begich and Dunleavy did not immediately respond to requests for comment.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/20/25]
January 2025: Begich Prioritized Job Opportunities Over Denali Name Change Debate According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Begich, deferred from reporters’ questions, commenting during Monday’s inaugural celebration that what ‘people in the Lower 48 call Denali is not of my concern.’ He added his focus was on job opportunities in Alaska and ‘what we call a mountain in Alaska is of little concern to me.’ [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 1/21/25]
February 2025: Begich Defended Use Of Inexperienced Federal Staff Via Twitter Amid Criticism According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich took to Twitter on Tuesday to attack critics of the inexperienced staff that Elon Musk had assembled to manage the task of shrinking the federal government.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/27/25]
Responses to Editorials and Letters
2025: Letter Writer Tim Benintendi Stated Nick Begich Used Vulgar Name-Calling Against President Biden According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Rep. Nick Begich, right out of the chute as a supposed statesman, resorts to vulgar name-calling directed at President Joe Biden as the latter prepares to exit office.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 1/19/25]
2025: Letter Writer Tim Benintendi Criticized Nick Begich’s Domestic Law-and-Order Stance as Contradictory According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “So much for the law-and-order positions they try to live off of domestically.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 1/19/25]
2025: Letter Writer Tim Benintendi Alleged Nick Begich Used Vulgar Name-Calling Against President Biden According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “How disappointing that Rep. Nick Begich, right out of the chute as a supposed statesman, resorts to vulgar name-calling directed at President Joe Biden as the latter prepares to exit office.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 1/19/25]
2025: Letter Writer Arthur Konefal Criticized Nick Begich for Insulting President According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Freshman congressman Nick Begich is in office for minutes and the first thing he does is call our nation’s president a ‘son of a bitch’!” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 1/19/25]
February 2025: Begich Office Did Not Directly Address Response To Trump Funding Freeze According to Anchorage Daily News, “The office of Rep. Nick Begich did not directly answer a question about his response to the funding freeze in Alaska.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/13/25]
February 2025: Begich Cited Inaccurate Numbers On U.S. Ukraine Aid According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “In the process of answering Josephson, he repeated several false statements by Trump, including the claim that the U.S. has sent $350 billion in military aid to Ukraine. Congress has appropriated about $183 billion for Ukraine, according to figures published by the federal government. Not all of that money has been spent, and not all of it is for military purposes.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 2/24/25]
February 2025: Begich Repeated Trump’s False Statement On Ukraine War Death Toll According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich also repeated a false statement by Trump about the war’s death toll, saying incorrectly that ‘there have been millions of individuals who have tragically died in that war.’ Ño estimates of the death toll exceed 1 million.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 2/24/25]
February 2025: Begich Repeated False Claims About Ukraine War Death Toll And U.S. Aid Cited By Trump According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “In the process of answering Josephson, he repeated several false statements by Trump, including the claim that the U.S. has sent $350 billion in military aid to Ukraine.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/25/25]
Positions on Key Issues in the Media
1/21/25: Rep. Nick Begich Claimed Alaska Entered A ‘Golden Age’ Under New Administration According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “And from Begich, ‘Today, the failed policies of the Biden Administration are now but a page in the history books one that will soon be forgotten. The golden age of America has begun,’ the freshman representative stated.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 1/21/25]
January 2025: Begich Declared The ‘Golden Age Of America’ Began With Trump’s Executive Order According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Begich said, ‘Today, the failed policies of the Biden Administration are now but a page in the history books one that will soon be forgotten. The golden age of America has begun.’ [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 1/21/25]
