Constituency Relations and Public Service
Summary
· Nick Begich took office promising active representation for all Alaskans, emphasizing advocacy for Native communities by reintroducing three Alaska Native rights bills and engaging on local self-governance and economic opportunity issues (Anchorage Daily News, NBC - 2 KTUU).
· Begich maintained district outreach through town halls, in-person visits, telephone forums, and virtual events, expressing commitment to bipartisan representation and accessibility for constituent concerns (Homer News, Peninsula Clarion).
· During the Trump administration’s federal job cuts, Begich urged affected Alaskans to contact his office with case details, pledging case-by-case advocacy but declining to publicly condemn the terminations or call for rehiring (Juneau Empire, Anchorage Daily News).
· Critics, including constituents and media outlets, reported challenges reaching Begich’s office, limited opportunities for unscripted or critical questions at public events, and a lack of clear positions on controversial issues such as federal layoffs (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Anchorage Daily News).
· Begich’s selective attendance at invitation-only events and his refusal or delay in responding to interview requests during periods of public protest raised concerns about the transparency and openness of his constituent engagement (NBC - 2 KTUU, Anchorage Daily News).
Engagement with Alaska Natives and Local Communities
Direct Outreach and Statements
Nick Begich Was Tribal Administrator For Chickaloon Village Council For Five Years According to Earthpulse Press, “He served as Tribal Administrator/Village Planner for the Chickaloon Village Council, a federally recognized American Indian Tribe of the Athabascan Indian Nation for five years.” [Earthpulse Press, 5/18/11]
Begich Reintroduced Three Alaska Native Rights Bills On First Day In Office In 2025 According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “During his first day in office, Begich reintroduced three pieces of legislation that had been introduced by Peltola during her first year in office but stalled in the Republican-controlled House. […] All three of the measures are related to the rights of Alaska Native people under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
January 2025: Begich Introduced Three Bills To Empower Alaska’s Native Communities According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “On the exact day he was sworn in, Begich presented three legislative initiatives that he claims are designed to empower Alaska’s Native communities, improve local self-governance, and foster better economic prospects throughout the state.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 1/4/25]
January 2025: Begich Sought To Recognize And Compensate Unrecognized Southeast Alaska Native Communities (H.R. 4748) According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “Amends ANCSA to allow Haines, Ketchikan, Petersburg, Tenakee, and Wrangell — historically excluded Native communities — to form urban corporations and select 23,040 acres each from the Tongass National Forest. […] Restores land entitlements for these unrecognized communities while preserving existing rights-of-way, ensuring meaningful economic and cultural opportunities for Alaskans.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 1/4/25]
January 2025: Begich Proposed Returning Undeveloped Land To Alaska Native Village Corporations (H.R. 6489) According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “Eliminates the requirement under ANCSA Section 14(c)(3) that Alaska Native Village Corporations convey land to the State to be held in trust for future municipalities. Instead, it returns undeveloped land to the original village corporations. […] Empowers Alaska Native communities to develop and use their land.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 1/4/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Hosted First Virtual Constituent Forum As U.S. Representative According to Homer News, “The 50-minute virtual town hall was the first public constituent forum held by Begich — an enthusiastic Trump supporter — since he was elected in November. People were invited to submit questions by commenting during the Facebook livestream or registering in advance to ask them by phone.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/19/25]
2025: Begich Addressed Alaska Legislature Committing To Bipartisan Representation In a speech, Rep. Nick Begich said, “Doesn’t matter if you’re an independent, a Republican, a Democrat—I represent you in D.C. and I want to look for opportunities for us to work together.” [Speech by Rep. Nick Begich - Alaska Legislature Address (NBC - 2 KTUU, Anchorage, Alaska), 2/21/25]
2025: Athena Fulton Asserted Nick Begich Listened To Families Affected By Fentanyl According to an opinion piece by Athena Fulton in Anchorage Daily News, “He has listened. He has heard the voices of families like mine and has made it clear that he stands with us in this battle.” [Athena Fulton - Anchorage Daily News, 3/17/25]
March 2025: Begich’s Spokesperson Claimed He Engaged Extensively With Alaskans According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich spokesperson Silver Prout said in a statement that Begich had spent ‘countless hours on the ground talking to Alaskans.’ ‘He has taken his message directly to Alaskans and has invested time in hearing their concerns and aspirations as he advocates in D.C. for a stronger Alaska,’ Prout wrote.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Begich Spokesperson Asserted Begich Spent ‘Countless Hours’ Engaging With Alaskans According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich spokesperson Silver Prout said in a statement that Begich had spent ‘countless hours on the ground talking to Alaskans.’ ‘He has taken his message directly to Alaskans and has invested time in hearing their concerns and aspirations as he advocates in D.C. for a stronger Alaska,’ Prout wrote.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Begich’s Spokesperson Claimed He Spent ‘Countless Hours’ Engaging With Alaskans According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich spokesperson Silver Prout said in a statement that Begich had spent ‘countless hours on the ground talking to Alaskans.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/23/25]
2021: Nick Begich Worked In Don Young’s D.C. Office For A Month According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Already harboring plans to run for the seat, Begich spent a month in 2021 working in Young’s D.C. office at Young’s invitation.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 4/21/22]
2022: Nick Begich Voiced Commitment To Being Alaska’s Voice In Congress According to Peninsula Clarion, “‘There’s only one voice in the Congress out of 435,’ Begich said of Alaska’s representative. ‘That person’s got to be persuasive, they’ve got to be articulate (and) they’ve got to be willing to show up, which is also important. If you want to build the kind of relationships that we need as a state, you’ve got to be there. I want to be that voice for you.’” [Peninsula Clarion, 8/3/22]
November 2022: Begich Spoke To His Supporters About Economic Concerns In Alaska According to NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), “In Eagle River last week, Begich spoke to a crowd of his supporters as they sipped wine and ate dinner. ‘You hear a lot of interesting feedback from folks,’ Begich said. ‘People are concerned about the economy up here, they’re concerned about their futures up here, they’re concerned about making sure that there’s something for their children in Alaska.’” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 11/8/22]
Community Visits and Public Meetings
2025: Nick Begich Hosted A Virtual ‘Town Hall’ With Controlled Question Selection According to a blog post by Dermot Cole on Reporting From Alaska, “Begich’s so-called ‘town hall’ this week, controlled by Begich’s employees, was a Begich propaganda show. It was set up to take questions from supporters and limit questions that would make Begich uncomfortable. The 50-minute event began with a 20-minute speech by Begich.” [Blog Post - Dermot Cole on Reporting From Alaska, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Held His First Virtual Constituent Forum As U.S. Representative According to Peninsula Clarion, “The 50-minute virtual town hall was the first public constituent forum held by Begich — an enthusiastic Trump supporter — since he was elected in November.” [Peninsula Clarion, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Held First Virtual Constituent Forum As U.S. Representative According to Juneau Empire, “The 50-minute virtual town hall was the first public constituent forum held by Begich — an enthusiastic Trump supporter — since he was elected in November.” [Juneau Empire, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Scheduled To Address Alaska Legislature And Juneau Chamber Of Commerce According to Homer News, “Begich is scheduled to give his first address in a joint session of the Alaska Legislature on Thursday at 11 a.m. He also plans to speak at the Greater Juneau Chamber of Commerce luncheon the same day.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/19/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Hosted A Telephone Town Hall To Address Constituent Concerns According to Homer News, “Rep. Nick Begich both attempted to address constituent concerns this week in a series of telephone town halls.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
2025: Rep. Nick Begich Hosted Telephone Town Hall To Address Constituent Concerns According to Peninsula Clarion, “U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski and Rep. Nick Begich both attempted to address constituent concerns this week in a series of telephone town halls.” [Peninsula Clarion, 2/21/25]
2025: Mary Margaret Hillstrand Reported Participation in Nick Begich’s Town Hall Meeting According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “I was invited to participate in Rep. Nick Begich’s ‘Town Hall Meeting’ on Feb. 17. I answered the call and was listening to Rep. Begich. I was told to press ’*3 if I had a question, which I did. A woman came on my phone line asking for my question. I told her I want to know what Rep. Begich is doing to stop Mr. Musk and his computer people from accessing sensitive, confidential information of American citizens in our federal departments. She acknowledged my question and hung up on me. I thought it must have been a mistake and they would call me back. They didn’t call me back.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 2/26/25]
February 2025: Begich Responded To Local Leaders’ Concerns About FAA And Public Safety Agencies According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “‘I love the way you phrased it: Let’s invest in the FAA,’ responded Begich, but he did not comment on the impacts of terminations that have already occurred, or [a city council member’s] reference to inexperienced aides carrying out DOGE policies.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/27/25]
2025: Rep. Nick Begich Invited Constituents Impacted by Fentanyl to Presidential Speech According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “On March 4, I had the honor of traveling to Washington, D.C. as the guest of U.S. Rep. Nick Begich invited to attend the President Trump’s speech to a joint session of Congress.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 3/17/25]
2025: Athena Fulton Reported Nick Begich Invited Her To Attend Trump’s Joint Session Speech As His Guest According to an opinion piece by Athena Fulton in Anchorage Daily News, “On March 4, I had the honor of traveling to Washington, D.C. as the guest of U.S. Rep. Nick Begich invited to attend the President Trump’s speech to a joint session of Congress.” [Athena Fulton - Anchorage Daily News, 3/17/25]
March 2025: Anchorage Daily News Reported U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III Faced Protests Over Lack Of Public Engagement According to Anchorage Daily News, “In events across the state in recent days,crowds ofAlaskans have demanded that U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III and U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan do more to hear from constituents and oppose actions by President Donald Trump, including efforts to vastly shrink the size and scope of the federal government.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Begich Did Not Attend Anchorage Town Hall Protest Event According to Anchorage Daily News, “The event – featuring empty chairs on a stage for Begich and Sullivan, and long lines of Alaskans with prepared remarks to deliver to the absent lawmakers – brought together Anchorage residents with a variety of experiences.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Begich Attended Invitation-Only Event Hosted By Commonwealth North According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich appeared at an invitation-only event in Anchorage on Tuesday hosted by Commonwealth North, but organizers of the event declined to allow a Daily News journalist to attend.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III Drew Protests Over Lack Of Engagement On Trump Policies According to Anchorage Daily News, “In events across the state in recent days, crowds of Alaskans have demanded that U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III and U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan do more to hear from constituents and oppose actions by President Donald Trump, including efforts to vastly shrink the size and scope of the federal government.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Nick Begich Appeared At Invitation-Only Event Amid Calls For Public Town Halls According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich appeared at an invitation-only event in Anchorage on Tuesday hosted by Commonwealth North, but organizers of the event declined to allow a Daily News journalist to attend.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Anchorage Daily News Reported That Protesters Demanded Rep. Nick Begich III Oppose Trump Administration Actions According to Anchorage Daily News, “crowds of Alaskans have demanded that U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III and U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan do more to hear from constituents and oppose actions by President Donald Trump, including efforts to vastly shrink the size and scope of the federal government.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/23/25]
March 2025: Begich Did Not Attend Anchorage Public Town Hall But Appeared At Invitation-Only Event According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich appeared at an invitation-only event in Anchorage on Tuesday hosted by Commonwealth North, but organizers of the event declined to allow a Daily News journalist to attend.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/23/25]
2025: Patty Wisel Credited Nick Begich With Listening to Alaskans and Advocating for Alaska’s Future According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “He’s doing exactly what he said he would do: listening to Alaskans and fighting for Alaska’s future. During the past two congressional recesses, he’s been here in Alaska talking directly with people from every corner of the state.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 3/28/25]
March 2025: The 907 Initiative Organized Town Hall To Demand Answers From Sullivan And Begich According to NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), “The 907 Initiative, which describes itself as an ‘Alaska-based government watchdog organization‚’ recently hosted a town hall. In its written communications the organization described their goal as ‘demanding answers from Sullivan and Begich’ with a town hall meeting.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 3/28/25]
March 2025: Town Hall Flyer Publicly Referred To Begich As ‘Chicken Nick’ According to NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), “An attached flyer for the event refers to the elected officials as ‘Doormat Dan’ and ‘Chicken Nick,’ depicting both Begich and Sullivan in an image respective to the given nickname.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 3/28/25]
2025: Congressman Nick Begich Visited Kodiak And Spoke On Local And National Policy Issues According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Freshman Congressman Nick Begich spent about 24 hours in Kodiak during this week’s ComFish Alaska. After tours of U.S. Coast Guard Base Kodiak and the Pacific Spaceport Complex at Narrow Cape and meetings with municipal officials, Begich turned out for a luncheon at ComFish, and delivered the following remarks, which have been edited for clarity.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 4/18/25]
Response to Local Concerns
February 2025: Rep. Nick Begich Sought Opportunities To Improve Air Transport In Alaska According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Rep. Nick Begich said that he is looking for opportunities to improve air transport.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 2/11/25]
Constituent Services and Casework
Handling of Federal Workforce Issues
2025: Nick Begich Characterized Himself As Unable To Influence DOGE Budget Cuts According to a blog post by Dermot Cole on Reporting From Alaska, “In audio from a Fairbanks event, Begich told a constituent that he couldn’t do anything about DOGE budget cuts. … [Begich, a member of the so-called DOGE caucus, said, ‘I’m not in a position to approve or deny the cuts.’]” [Blog Post - Dermot Cole on Reporting From Alaska, 2/20/25]
2025: Nick Begich Stated He Learned Of Alaska Budget Cuts From Twitter According to a blog post by Dermot Cole on Reporting From Alaska, “In another exchange, Begich said he found out about budget cuts impacting Alaska ‘on Twitter’ and ‘had no idea these things were going on’ in advance. Begich claimed that the same situation was true ‘under Biden,’ but did not provide any examples. He also did not mention that he was not a member of Congress during Biden’s presidency, Judd Legum wrote.” [Blog Post - Dermot Cole on Reporting From Alaska, 2/20/25]
Response to Local Concerns
February 2025: Begich Supported Trump Administration’s Federal Cutbacks But Sought Constituent Input On Impact According to Juneau Empire, “U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III says he’s open to hearing from people about which pieces should be fixed. But there’s also more things that need breaking.” [Juneau Empire, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Acknowledged Federal Cuts Process Would Not Be Perfect And Pledged To Advocate For Alaskan Needs According to Juneau Empire, “I recognize the process won’t be perfect and because I know that I want to make sure that we are advocating for the right kinds of people and programs that we need,” he said during his appearance before a joint session of the Legislature. [Juneau Empire, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Hosted A Fairbanks Town Hall To Hear Concerns On Federal Firings According to Anchorage Daily News, “At a town hall hosted by Begich in Fairbanks on Monday, several people gathered to share their concerns about the firings. McCarthy was among them.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Hosted Town Hall Addressing Federal Firings According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “At a town hall hosted by Begich in Fairbanks on Monday, several people gathered to share their concerns about the firings. McCarthy was among them.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/18/25]
2025: Begich Identified Communication Overload As A Barrier For Constituent Advocacy According to Juneau Empire, “A potential obstacle for people seeking such advocacy is contacting Begich and other members of Congress may prove challenging due to communications systems being overwhelmed by people trying to reach lawmakers.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Responded To Local Leader Calls To Support FAA And Federal Agencies According to Anchorage Daily News, after local government officials urged Begich to be a champion for the FAA, NOAA, and related agencies, Begich responded, “I love the way you phrased it: Let’s invest in the FAA,” but he did not comment on the impacts of terminations that have already occurred. [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Responded To Local Leaders Requesting Support For Federal Agencies According to Anchorage Daily News, “‘We are hoping that you will be a champion for the FAA, for Alaska air safety, and as well as be a champion for NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) and the National Weather Service,’ Springer said to Begich. ‘We depend on NOAA. We depend on the Geological Survey, the Alaska Volcano Observatory, all these agencies literally keep us alive.’ […] ‘I love the way you phrased it: Let’s invest in the FAA,’ responded Begich, but he did not comment on the impacts of terminations that have already occurred, or Springer’s reference to inexperienced aides carrying out DOGE policies.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/20/25]
2025: Begich Urged Callers Not To Use Prewritten Scripts When Contacting Office According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich then asked constituents not to read prewritten scripts when calling his office, stating that his office received over 2,100 phone calls the week before, in addition to emails and other modes of communication.” [Peninsula Clarion, 2/21/25]
2025: Mary Margaret Hillstrand Criticized Nick Begich’s Constituent Response According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “The next day, I talked to a staff member at his Washington, D.C., office and she said she would find out what happened and get an answer to my question. A week later no answer. I thought Rep. Begich was interested in hearing from Alaskans. Nick Begich is not representing Alaskans.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 2/26/25]
February 2025: Begich Encouraged Fired Federal Employees To Contact His Office According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich encouraged fired Alaskans to contact his office with a detailed description of their termination and the work they did before being terminated. ‘It’s not about fighting the administration. It’s about making sure that we have the resources that we need in order to carry out the mission of the federal government in the state of Alaska,’ Begich said in a brief interview Wednesday in Juneau. ‘I’m asking for folks, if they have been impacted or they’re concerned that they may be impacted, they need to reach out to our office with background and details so that we can reach out to the appropriate agency and have a detailed conversation about perhaps a grant program or a lending program or a particular position that may be important to the state.’” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/27/25]
April 2025: Nick Begich III Contacted HHS For Guidance On Alaska Head Start Program Issues According to Anchorage Daily News, “a spokesperson for Begich said Tuesday that his team had contacted the department for additional guidance related to the issues raised by the Alaska association. Begich said in a statement that ‘it is important that this program is able to continue to remain compliant with policy and deliver these services to Alaskan families.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 4/9/25]
April 2025: Nick Begich Responded To Alaska Head Start Association Concerns About Office Closures According to Anchorage Daily News, “a spokesperson for Begich said Tuesday that his team had contacted the department for additional guidance related to the issues raised by the Alaska association. Begich said in a statement that ‘it is important that this program is able to continue to remain compliant with policy and deliver these services to Alaskan families.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 4/9/25]
2025: Letter Writer Sharon Resnick Criticized Rep. Nick Begich’s Constituent Communication Practices According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Rep. Nick Begich also seems to be so afraid of hearing from his constituents that he makes it impossible for the many of us to contact him either by email or phone. […] My calls to him have never been answered by a person—only a recording. My requests to have my calls returned by either his Alaska or D.C. offices have been ignored.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 4/10/25]
2025: Nick Begich Secured Reversal of Lease Termination for Alaska Volcano Observatory According to a press release from Representative Nick Begich’s office, “In coordination with the Department of the Interior (DOI) and the General Services Administration (GSA), Congressman Nick Begich (AK-R) took quick action and worked to secure a reversal of the planned lease termination for the Alaska Volcano Observatory in Anchorage, Alaska.” [Press Release - Representative Nick Begich Alaska at Large, 3/26/25]
Review of Constituent Cases
February 2025: Begich Said He Could Advocate For Alaska On Federal Personnel Decisions But Was Not Involved In Individual Firings According to Juneau Empire, “Begich said ‘I’m not a party to every single decision in every single agency as it is being made, but I do have the ability to go back and advocate for Alaska on important positions and important programs.’” [Juneau Empire, 2/20/25]
Nick Begich III Hired Michael Horanburg As Chief Of Staff In December 2024 According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich in December announced initial staffing decisions, including hiring Michael Horanburg as his chief of staff. Horanburg previously served as chief of staff to a one-term Republican congresswoman from New Mexico, Rep. Yvette Herrell, who was elected to the U.S. House in 2020 and lost to a Democratic challenger in 2022.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Appointed Kevin Swanson As Legislative Director In December 2024 According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich also hired Kevin Swanson as legislative director. Swanson previously worked for Young and Republican U.S. Sen. Lisa Murkowski.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Chose Rick Whitbeck As Expected State Director In December 2024 According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich’s state director is expected to be Rick Whitbeck, who previously worked for Power the Future, an energy nonprofit that championed the oil and gas industry, and before that for GCI, Alaska’s largest telecommunications company.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Named Silver Prout As Communications Director According to Anchorage Daily News, “Silver Prout is set to serve as communications director. She previously worked in Murkowski’s office and for the executive branch during Trump’s first term.” [Anchorage Daily News, 1/3/25]
December 2024: Nick Begich III Announced Key Staff Hires For His Congressional Office According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “Begich in December announced initial staffing decisions, including hiring Michael Horanburg as his chief of staff […] Begich also hired Kevin Swanson as legislative director. […] Begich’s state director is expected to be Rick Whitbeck […] Silver Prout is set to serve as communications director.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 1/3/25]
Nick Begich III Named Key Staff For Congressional Office In January 2025 According to Arctic Sounder, “Begich announced staffing choices Jan. 3, including selecting his former business partner as a senior adviser. JC Garrett will join Begich’s congressional staff after working as chief executive of FarShore Partners, a software company started by Begich, and as managing partner of Dashfire, an equity investment firm started by Begich. Begich’s chief of staff will be Michael Horanburg […]. His legislative director will be Kevin Swanson […]. Josh Walton, who ran Begich’s recent campaign and previously worked for the Alaska GOP, was named legislative assistant. […] For state director, managing in-state operations, Begich has named Rick Whitbeck […]. To manage his Anchorage office, Begich picked Portia Babcock Samuels […]. Managing the Fairbanks office will be Leslie Hajdukovich, who recently lost a high-profile race for Alaska Senate.” [Arctic Sounder, 1/9/25]
February 2025: Begich Promised To Review The Circumstances Of Federal Firings On A Case-By-Case Basis According to Anchorage Daily News, “He asked me and others who were impacted to put together information about our positions and being let go,’ she said, adding that Begich said ‘he would review them on a case-by-case basis.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Begich Declined To Condemn Federal Job Cuts As Wrong In All Cases According to Anchorage Daily News, “He was also asked if he thinks these cuts are wrong and he said he wouldn’t say that as a blanket statement, she added.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Solicited Impact Information On Federal Firings According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “He asked me and others who were impacted to put together information about our positions and being let go,” she said, adding that Begich said “he would review them on a case-by-case basis.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Declined Blanket Condemnation Of Federal Job Cuts According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “He was also asked if he thinks these cuts are wrong and he said he wouldn’t say that as a blanket statement,” she added. [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/18/25]
2025: Begich Estimated 100 Alaskans Lost Federal Jobs Due To Trump Administration Firings In an interview with Alaska’s News Source, Nick Begich said, “Congressman Nick Begich, R-Alaska, estimated about 100 Alaskans have lost their jobs as part of mass federal worker firings by the Trump Administration’s Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE).” [Interview - Nick Begich with NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/19/25]
2025: Begich Offered Support For Federal Workers Impacted By DOGE Cuts In an interview with Alaska’s News Source, Nick Begich said, “Look, I’ve told folks here in the Interior and I will continue to tell folks throughout the state if they have been impacted by these cuts and they have specific information that they can share about their position, its importance to the state, and why they believe they should be reinstated, they should reach out to our office and we’ll review those on a case by case basis.” [Interview - Nick Begich with NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/19/25]
2025: Begich Supported Trump Administration Federal Cutbacks But Sought To Advocate For Alaskans Adversely Affected According to Juneau Empire, “The deluge of federal firings, freezes on federal funds and other actions by the Trump administration is resulting in widespread disruption — which supporters have stated is their intention — with Begich saying he does want to work with concerned constituents about cuts and actions that are adversely affecting Alaskans. ‘I recognize the process won’t be perfect and because I know that I want to make sure that we are advocating for the right kinds of people and programs that we need,’ he said during his appearance before a joint session of the Legislature.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Invited Alaskans Impacted By Cuts To Seek Reconsideration Through His Office According to NBC - 2 KTUU, ‘Look, I’ve told folks here in the Interior and I will continue to tell folks throughout the state if they have been impacted by these cuts and they have specific information that they can share about their position, its importance to the state, and why they believe they should be reinstated, they should reach out to our office and we’ll review those on a case by case basis,’ Begich said. [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Claimed DOGE Budget Cuts Were Under Review According to NBC - 2 KTUU, ‘Begich also acknowledged that Musk had not been elected, but said he had been assured that the cuts implemented by DOGE and the Trump administration were being reviewed.’ [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Encouraged Fired Alaskans To Contact His Office According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Begich encouraged fired Alaskans to contact his office with a detailed description of their termination and the work they did before being terminated. ‘It’s not about fighting the administration. It’s about making sure that we have the resources that we need in order to carry out the mission of the federal government in the state of Alaska,’ Begich said in a brief interview Wednesday in Juneau. ‘I’m asking for folks, if they have been impacted or they’re concerned that they may be impacted, they need to reach out to our office with background and details so that we can reach out to the appropriate agency and have a detailed conversation about perhaps a grant program or a lending program or a particular position that may be important to the state.’” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Encouraged Fired Alaskans To Contact His Office Regarding Federal Terminations According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich encouraged fired Alaskans to contact his office with a detailed description of their termination and the work they did before being terminated. […] ‘I’m asking for folks, if they have been impacted or they’re concerned that they may be impacted, they need to reach out to our office with background and details so that we can reach out to the appropriate agency and have a detailed conversation about perhaps a grant program or a lending program or a particular position that may be important to the state.’” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Encouraged Fired Alaskans To Contact His Office According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich encouraged fired Alaskans to contact his office with a detailed description of their termination and the work they did before being terminated. ‘It’s not about fighting the administration. It’s about making sure that we have the resources that we need in order to carry out the mission of the federal government in the state of Alaska,’ Begich said in a brief interview Wednesday in Juneau.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Invited Organizations Threatened By Funding Freezes To Contact His Office According to NBC - 2 KTUU, ‘Begich reiterated previous comments about DOGE concerns, saying those who feel they’re in an organization whose funding is threatened by the freezes are encouraged to reach out to his office.’ [NBC - 2 KTUU, 2/21/25]
2025: Nick Begich Addressed Constituent Communications Volume And Requested Limiting Scripted Calls According to Homer News, “Begich then asked constituents not to read prewritten scripts when calling his office, stating that his office received over 2,100 phone calls the week before, in addition to emails and other modes of communication.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
2025: Patrick Cotter Reported Nick Begich Suggested He Would Only Investigate Federal Firings If Requested According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “At the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce’s weekly luncheon. Again, he showed his apathy toward Alaskans by suggesting that he’d ‘look into’ any federal employee firings, if requested. God forbid he should stand up for Alaska’s federal workforce because it’s the right thing to do.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/25/25]
February 2025: Begich Encouraged Fired Federal Employees In Alaska To Contact His Office According to Arctic Sounder, “Begich encouraged fired Alaskans to contact his office with a detailed description of their termination and the work they did before being terminated. […] ‘It’s not about fighting the administration. It’s about making sure that we have the resources that we need in order to carry out the mission of the federal government in the state of Alaska,’ Begich said in a brief interview on Feb. 19 in Juneau. ‘I’m asking for folks, if they have been impacted or they’re concerned that they may be impacted, they need to reach out to our office with background and details so that we can reach out to the appropriate agency and have a detailed conversation about perhaps a grant program or a lending program or a particular position that may be important to the state.’” [Arctic Sounder, 3/2/25]
February 2025: Begich Defended Critics Of Inexperienced Staff In Federal Workforce Reduction Efforts According to Arctic Sounder, “Begich took to Twitter on Tuesday to attack critics of the inexperienced staff that Elon Musk had assembled to manage the task of shrinking the federal government.” [Arctic Sounder, 3/2/25]
2025: Begich Reviewed Constituent Cases On Federal Job Cuts According to Anchorage Daily News, “Both U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan and U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III have said they are gathering information about the federal workforce cuts, but have not publicly said they oppose the terminations. Begich declined an interview request on Monday. In a statement, spokesperson Silver Prout said that his office is ‘currently in the process of reviewing each constituent case that has been brought to our attention as requested by the Congressman.’” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 3/4/25]
2025: Begich Refused To State Position On Reinstatement Of Terminated Federal Employees According to Anchorage Daily News, “Prout did not respond when asked whether Begich believed that any of the terminated federal employees should be reinstated.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 3/4/25]
March 2025: Nick Begich III Said His Office Was Reviewing Constituent Cases Related To Federal Workforce Cuts According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich declined an interview request on Monday. In a statement, spokesperson Silver Prout said that his office is ‘currently in the process of reviewing each constituent case that has been brought to our attention as requested by the Congressman.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/4/25]
March 2025: Anchorage Daily News Reported Begich Did Not Publicly Oppose Federal Terminations In Alaska According to Anchorage Daily News, “That group does not appear to include the two other members of Alaska’s congressional delegation. Both U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan and U.S. Rep. Nick Begich III have said they are gathering information about the federal workforce cuts, but have not publicly said they oppose the terminations.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/4/25]
March 2025: Begich Declined To Say Whether Any Terminated Federal Employees Should Be Reinstated According to Anchorage Daily News, “Prout did not respond when asked whether Begich believed that any of the terminated federal employees should be reinstated.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/4/25]
2025: Letter Writer Sharon Resnick Alleged Rep. Nick Begich Restricted Email Access for Alaskans Without Recognized Addresses According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “As Begich surely knows, Alaskans who live in small communities all over the state do not have addresses that are recognized by the U.S. Post Office. Unlike Sen. Lisa Murkowski and Sen. Dan Sullivan, Begich won’t allow us to email him without such an address.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 4/10/25]
2025: Begich Maintained Congressional Offices In Anchorage And Washington, D.C. According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Begich’s Alaska office is located at 1016 West Sixth Ave, Suite 406, Anchorage, AK 99501. Phone numbers: Anchorage - 907-921-6575, Washington D.C. – 202-225-5765, or email online: begich.house.gov/contact/email-me.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 4/18/25]
Public Statements and Media Relations
Positions on Key Issues in the Media
November 2024: Nick Begich Stated Intent To Deliver Results For Alaska In Social Media Post According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, ‘“The path forward begins with a unified understanding of what Alaska can do for the rest of our nation. Together, we will deliver results for Alaska, creating long-term jobs, protecting our way of life, and playing our part to put America back on track,” Begich said in a social media post Saturday morning. “Alaska’s resources are not only a blessing for the people of our state - they are vital to the strength and independence of our entire nation.”’ [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 11/21/24]
February 2025: Nick Begich Responded To Concerns About Democracy And Commitment To Constitution According to Homer News, “Begich responded that he intended to uphold his oath to the Constitution and the division of responsibilities, checks and balances it provides. He said he also has faith in the Supreme Court to rule in accordance with the Constitution.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
Media Interviews and Press Releases
Nick Begich III Claimed To Be ‘Hitting The Ground Running’ For Alaska In Congress According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “In a statement, Begich said the introduction of the bills during his first day in office showed that he is ‘hitting the ground running to advocate for our state’s future.’” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 1/9/25]
2025: Begich Reported Receiving Mixed Community Feedback On Trump Administration Policies In an interview with Alaska’s News Source, Nick Begich said, “At Monday’s Fairbanks open house, Begich said he received both positive feedback and constructive criticism, with much of the concern focused on whether President Trump is exceeding the bounds of executive authority, and whether government cuts will harm Alaska, which relies on federal funding for much of its economy. Begich said the courts will decide whether that is the case.” [Interview - Nick Begich with NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/19/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Criticized Critics Of Inexperienced Federal Staff On Twitter According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Begich took to Twitter on Tuesday to attack critics of the inexperienced staff that Elon Musk had assembled to manage the task of shrinking the federal government.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 2/20/25]
2025: Rich Moniak Reported Nick Begich Justified Musk’s Federal Workforce Firings According to an opinion piece by Rich Moniak in Juneau Empire, “During a virtual town hall last week, Begich indicated he learned of the firings from posts on social media. The next day on Alaska’s New Source, he suggested they were justified because ‘the federal workforce exploded under the Joe Biden presidency.’” [Rich Moniak - Juneau Empire, 2/27/25]
March 2025: Congressman Begich Did Not Provide Comment On Federal Layoffs According to The Nome Nugget, “As of the time of publication, Congressman Nick Begich has not responded to the Nugget’s request for comment on the layoffs.” [Nome Nugget (Alaska), 3/6/25]
March 2025: Congressman Begich Did Not Provide Comment On Tariffs Against Canada And Mexico According to The Nome Nugget, “As of press time, Congressman Begich did not respond to the Nugget’s request for comment about the tariffs.” [Nome Nugget (Alaska), 3/6/25]
2025: Letter Writer Krisanne Rice Reported Nick Begich Declined To Hold Town Halls During Recess According to a letter to the editor published in Daily Sitka Sentinel, “I called Rep. Begich’s office multiple times to ask when the next town meetings or halls were scheduled, especially during the upcoming recess next week. I did get a call back and was told there wouldn’t be any physical or virtual town halls scheduled anywhere in Alaska. I asked if this was because he was following orders from House Speaker Mike Johnson who requested no House Republican hold any town halls during this recess. The answer was ‘yes.’” [Letter to the Editor - Daily Sitka Sentinel, 3/17/25]
March 2025: Begich Declined Recent Interview Requests From Anchorage Daily News According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich, who delivered his annual address to the Legislature last month, has declined multiple interview requests from the Daily News in recent weeks, including one sent earlier this week.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Poll Found 44% Of Alaskans Viewed Begich Favorably According to Anchorage Daily News, “A poll conducted earlier this month by Data for Progress found that Trump is viewed favorably by a majority of Alaskans. In a survey of 1,000 Alaskans, 51% had a favorable view of Trump, 49% had a favorable view of Murkowski, 47% had a favorable view of Sullivan and 44% had a favorable view of Begich.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Nick Begich Declined Multiple Interview Requests From Anchorage Daily News According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich, who delivered his annual address to the Legislature last month, has declined multiple interview requests from the Daily News in recent weeks, including one sent earlier this week.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Data For Progress Poll Found 44% Favorable View Of Begich According to Anchorage Daily News, “A poll conducted earlier this month by Data for Progress found that Trump is viewed favorably by a majority of Alaskans. In a survey of 1,000 Alaskans, 51% had a favorable view of Trump, 49% had a favorable view of Murkowski, 47% had a favorable view of Sullivan and 44% had a favorable view of Begich.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/22/25]
March 2025: Begich Declined Multiple Recent Interview Requests From Anchorage Daily News According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich, who delivered his annual address to the Legislature last month, has declined multiple interview requests from the Daily News in recent weeks, including one sent earlier this week.” [Anchorage Daily News, 3/23/25]
March 2025: Begich Had Not Yet Responded To Media Request For Comment After Town Hall According to NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), “Begich and Murkowski have not yet responded to a request for comment as of the time of publication.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 3/28/25]
Responses to Editorials and Letters
February 2025: Anchorage Daily News Reported U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Did Not Comment Publicly On Federal Firings In Alaska According to Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan and U.S. Rep. Nick Begich have not commented publicly about the impacts of firings in Alaska. Neither responded to questions on Monday.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/18/25]
February 2025: U.S. Rep. Nick Begich Did Not Comment Publicly On Alaska Federal Firings According to Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), “Alaska U.S. Sen. Dan Sullivan and U.S. Rep. Nick Begich have not commented publicly about the impacts of firings in Alaska. Neither responded to questions on Monday.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/18/25]
February 2025: Begich Declined To Address Federal Worker Firings During Town Hall According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “The congressman bypassed or ignored questions regarding the recent mass firings of Alaska’s federal workers during the town hall.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/19/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Responded To Calls To Champion Federal Agencies In Alaska According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “‘We are hoping that you will be a champion for the FAA, for Alaska air safety, and as well as be a champion for NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) and the National Weather Service,’ Springer said to Begich. ‘We depend on NOAA. We depend on the Geological Survey, the Alaska Volcano Observatory, all these agencies literally keep us alive.’ […] ‘I love the way you phrased it: Let’s invest in the FAA,’ responded Begich, but he did not comment on the impacts of terminations that have already occurred, or Springer’s reference to inexperienced aides carrying out DOGE policies.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich’s Office Did Not Directly Address Funding Freeze In Response To Inquiry According to Arctic Sounder, “The office of Rep. Nick Begich did not directly answer a question about his response to the funding freeze in Alaska.” [Arctic Sounder, 2/20/25]
2025: Teresa Lyons Accused Rep. Nick Begich of Lying About His Congressional Authority According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Alaskans are being lied to by our current member of Congress in the House of Representatives, Nick Begich. Monday, Feb. 17, 2025, he had an open house in Fairbanks in which he stated that he was ‘not in a position to approve or deny the cuts.’ That is a lie. It is the House of Representatives that has the ‘power of the purse.’” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/23/25]
2025: Teresa Lyons Reported Rep. Nick Begich Denied Awareness of Budget Cut Impacts According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Rep. Begich claimed that he did not have any idea that behaviors and implementation of the budget cuts arising out of the Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) would impact Alaskans. He is a member of the congressional DOGE Caucus.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/23/25]
2025: Letter Writer Patrick Cotter Criticized Nick Begich’s Engagement With Constituents According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “At the representative’s open house on Feb. 17, his handlers passed out comment forms (which they ran out of) while Mr. Begich turned his back on anyone that offered an opinion he didn’t like.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/25/25]
2025: Letter Writer Patrick Cotter Asserted Nick Begich Avoided Tough Questions at Town Hall According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “At the town hall meeting that same evening, if you were lucky enough to get through the limited phone lines, Mr. Begich answered a few softball questions before a caller posed a real question. But as soon as it was clear that the caller had a tough question, the call was conveniently dropped.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/25/25]
2025: Letter Writer Mary Margaret Hillstrand Described Negative Experience at Nick Begich’s Town Hall According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “I was invited to participate in Rep. Nick Begich’s ‘Town Hall Meeting’ on Feb. 17. I answered the call and was listening to Rep. Begich. I was told to press ‘*3’ if I had a question, which I did. A woman came on my phone line asking for my question. I told her I want to know what Rep. Begich is doing to stop Mr. Musk and his computer people from accessing sensitive, confidential information of American citizens in our federal departments. She acknowledged my question and hung up on me. I thought it must have been a mistake and they would call me back. They didn’t call me back. The next day, I talked to a staff member at his Washington, D.C., office and she said she would find out what happened and get an answer to my question. A week later no answer. I thought Rep. Begich was interested in hearing from Alaskans. Nick Begich is not representing Alaskans.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 2/26/25]
Engagement in Rural and Urban Alaska
2025: Letter Writer Sharon Resnick Reported Rep. Nick Begich Limited Critical Questions at Virtual Town Hall According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “during what was billed as a ‘virtual town hall’ Feb. 18 that more than 2,220 Alaska residents joined, Begich chose not to allow any critical questions, except one who was cut off midway through.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 4/10/25]
