Policy Positions and Platform
Summary
· Opposition to federal infrastructure funding: Begich condemned Don Young for supporting the 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill, raising concerns he would deprive Alaska of needed resources for broadband, sewers, roads, and ports (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, Juneau Empire).
· Strong ties to partisan and national GOP agendas: Begich’s rhetoric aligns closely with national Republican and “America First” priorities, which could alienate moderates and those wary of partisan conflict (Anchorage Daily News, Kodiak Daily Mirror).
· Prioritizing resource development over environmental concerns: Begich’s platform emphasizes maximizing oil, fishing, and mineral extraction while downplaying or dismissing environmental regulations, which could draw criticism from environmentalists and some local communities (Anchorage Daily News).
· Support for polarizing social policies: He has publicly supported book bans and restrictions on transgender athletes, which may alienate socially liberal and moderate constituents (Anchorage Daily News, Bristol Bay Times).
· Opposition to ranked choice voting: Begich has advocated repealing Alaska’s ranked choice voting system, risking backlash from voters who favor the new system and believe it gives them more choice (Anchorage Daily News, Juneau Empire).
Resource Development and Alaska’s Economy
Oil, Gas, and Mining Policies
July 2023: Nick Begich III Stated His 2024 Campaign Will Focus On Natural Resources And Economic Growth According to Alaska’s News Source, “In his announcement Thursday, Begich stated that he will be running on a ‘hopeful, optimistic, and positive vision’ in next year’s election, and prioritized the state’s vast oil reserves and fisheries as key areas of focus if elected. […] ‘If we can unlock the full potential of our natural resources, while ensuring environmental sustainability, we can drive economic growth, create jobs, and build a prosperous future for all Alaskans,’ Begich said in a press release.” [Alaska’s News Source, 7/13/23]
2023: Begich Outlined Campaign Platform Focused On Alaska Resource Opportunities According to Alaska Beacon, “We’re really trying to run a positive campaign that talks about the future of Alaska, the opportunities that lie in front of us, the fact that Alaska has nearly every critical mineral on the critical minerals list at a time when we’re pivoting away from China,” Begich said. [Alaska Beacon, 7/14/23]
2024: Jesse Kiehl Voiced Concern Nick Begich Would Oppose Infrastructure Act According to Juneau Empire, “Kiehl said one of his concerns is Begich — a Trump supporter backed by the House’s conservative Freedom Caucus — will be part of a group that spurns efforts such as the 2021 Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act that infused billions of dollars into Southeast Alaska projects.” [Juneau Empire, 11/7/24]
November 2024: Begich Ran On Federal Financial Accountability And Resource Development According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Begich, who comes from a family of Alaska Democratic politicians, has run on a campaign calling for financial accountability at the federal level and cutting through regulatory red tape that several claims lock up the development of the state’s natural resources.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 11/17/24]
2024: Nick Begich Campaigned On Financial Accountability And Resource Development According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “Begich, who comes from a family of Alaska Democratic politicians, has run on a campaign calling for financial accountability at the federal level and cutting through regulatory red tape that several claims lock up the development of the state’s natural resources.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 11/17/24]
2022: Begich Emphasized Resource Development In Campaign Platform According to Peninsula Clarion, ‘One of the most pressing issues at the center of Begich’s campaign, he said, is resource development.’ [Peninsula Clarion, 1/12/22]
2022: Nick Begich Prioritized Resource Development And Reducing Inflation In U.S. House Campaign According to Peninsula Clarion, “When asked what their top priorities for Alaska in Congress would be, Begich placed emphasis on state resource development and bringing inflation down.” [Peninsula Clarion, 8/3/22]
2022: Nick Begich Stated Economic Opportunities For Alaska Were His Top Priority According to Alaska Dispatch News, “My top priority when elected is to create economic opportunities that unlock generational wealth for the people of our great state. To do this, we must provide a compelling case to those in Congress that Alaska’s future is a core part of our nation’s future. Whether it’s oil and gas, critical minerals, timber, fishing, or tourism, Alaska provides the nation with a wealth of resources upon which we may build a healthy and stable economy […]” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/7/22]
2022: Letter Writer Jim and Faye Palin Outlined Nick Begich’s Issue Positions According to a letter to the editor published in Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Nick stands for the following: Prosperity through resource independence; American energy security; Alaska’s role in national security; Veterans; Development of Alaska’s critical minerals; Lowering Alaska’s energy costs; Restoring Alaska’s timber industry; Ensuring sustainable fisheries; Securing our Second Amendment freedoms; Focusing education on the student; Enhancing Alaska’s tourism; Lowering health care costs for Alaskans; Protecting American freedom from judicial activism.” [Letter to the Editor - Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/22/22]
October 2022: Begich Outlined Policy Positions At Alaska Interior GOP Lunch According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Republican congressional candidate Nick Begich III laid out some of his frameworks and policies at an Alaska Interior GOP lunch Friday afternoon at the Westmark Hotel.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 10/8/22]
October 2022: Begich Described Himself As A Lifelong Republican And Outlined His Policy Focus Areas According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich was upfront and passionate about three things: his status as a lifelong Republican, the need to develop Alaska’s critical earth resources and the need to return a conservative to Alaska’s at-large House of Representatives seat.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 10/8/22]
October 2022: Begich Emphasized Support For Natural Resource Development In Congressional Campaign According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich focused heavily on his pro-natural resource development stance, which he said would be a top priority for him in Washington, D.C. ‘If we don’t have a full-throated advocate for the resources of this state, we’re going to lose out,’ Begich said. ‘I want to be that voice for you in the Congress.’” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/19/22]
2023: Nick Begich III Stated Priorities On Natural Resources And Economic Growth In Campaign Announcement According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “If we can unlock the full potential of our natural resources, while ensuring environmental sustainability, we can drive economic growth, create jobs, and build a prosperous future for all Alaskans,” Begich said in a press release. [NBC - 2 KTUU, 7/13/23]
2023: Begich Announced Positive Campaign Approach For 2024 According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “We’re really trying to run a positive campaign that talks about the future of Alaska, the opportunities that lie in front of us, the fact that Alaska has nearly every critical mineral on the critical minerals list at a time when we’re pivoting away from China.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 7/14/23]
2024: Begich Provided Detailed Policy Positions According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich, a businessman, has laid out his policy positions in greater detail than Dahlstrom has so far.” [Anchorage Daily News, 7/7/24]
August 2024: Begich Criticized Peltola’s Influence On Alaska Energy Issues In Congress According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, “Begich said they should look forward, while saying that Peltola failed to influence Biden administration and congressional actions regarding Alaska.” [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 8/28/24]
Critique of Biden Administration
August 2024: Begich Criticized Peltola For Backing An Administration ‘Hostile To Alaska’ According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘Begich attacked Peltola’s record during her first full term in Congress, saying she had backed an administration that has been “hostile to Alaska.”’ [Anchorage Daily News, 8/29/24]
2022: Letter Writer Gregg Brelsford Reported Nick Begich Condemned Don Young for Voting for 2021 Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich’s condemnation of Young for voting for the 2021 bipartisan infrastructure bill that is bringing billions of urgently needed dollars to Alaska. As a recent manager of the Bristol Bay Borough and the city of Dillingham (interim), I know firsthand the immeasurable value this money brings to Alaska for broadband, sewers, roads and ports.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 4/30/22]
2022: Letter Writer Gregg Brelsford Asserted Nick Begich Prioritized Party Loyalty Over Alaska’s Infrastructure Needs According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “In denouncing Don Young, Nick Begich revealed that, for petty partisanship, he, too, would sell out Alaska, denying the state resources critically needed to rebuild infrastructure. Who knows what additional Alaskan needs Begich would trade in the future for supposed party loyalty if he was elected?” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 4/30/22]
Begich Identified As A ‘Responsible Republican’ With Conservative Views, Especially On Spending And National Debt According to Alaska Dispatch News, “He calls himself ‘a responsible Republican’ and ‘conservative’ but stops short of a full-throated endorsement of a Trump run in 2024 - ‘whoever that most compelling candidate is, they’re going to get my support,’ he says.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/5/22]
October 2022: Peltola Referenced Negative Ad By Nick Begich III Accusing Her Of Voting To Raise Taxes According to Juneau Empire, “She said a person questioned her about an ad by one of her Republican opponents, Nick Begich III, stating she voted to raise taxes while serving in the Alaska State Legislature. Peltola said the accusation is a lie and the vote refers to part of a fiscal package more than a decade ago.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 10/25/22]
Begich Accused Peltola Of Aligning With National Democratic Leadership According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘We’ve got two teams in this country right now, that’s just the way it is,’ Begich said during the Wednesday debate. ‘We’ve got the Democrats, we’ve got the Republicans.’ ‘The Democrats want to take freedom from you, they want to centralize government, they want to tax you more, and Mary Peltola has been a part of that,’ Begich said. [Alaska Dispatch News, 10/27/22]
Begich Advocated A Hawkish Stance On Bipartisanship During 2022 Debate According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘I think it’s important that we communicate with one another but I’m not about to hold hands while we go over the fiscal cliff,’ said Begich. ‘We need to stop going along to get along and we need to take a stand.’ [Alaska Dispatch News, 10/27/22]
2022: Nick Begich Opposed Mary Peltola’s Congressional Agenda According to Peninsula Clarion, “He tried to tie Peltola to House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and President Joe Biden.” [Peninsula Clarion (Kenai, Alaska), 11/8/22]
July 2023: Begich Criticized Washington Priorities In His Announcement According to Alaska Dispatch News, “‘What we are seeing in Washington is broken: lost opportunities for Alaskans, a focus on so many of the wrong priorities, big government lobbyists and insiders who are selling our nation to the highest bidder, and a President who often can’t find his own way off a stage,’ Begich said in social media posts announcing his bid.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 7/13/23]
2024: Nick Begich Prioritized Cost Of Living As Alaska’s Most Pressing Need According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Fellow Republican challenger Nick Begich said Alaska’s ‘most pressing need is to address the high cost of living that affects all residents, particularly those in rural areas.’” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 8/6/24]
Fisheries and Rural Economic Support
August 2024: Begich Spoke With Salisbury About Shared Policy Positions According to Juneau Empire, “as they spoke, he [Salisbury] came to realize that Begich’s campaign platform has a lot in common with his own. ‘We were able to align some of our views, especially the big ones where I really wanted to see change enacted, especially on bottom trawling,’ Salisbury said.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 9/3/24]
2024: Begich And Peltola Expressed Similar Positions On Juneau-Relevant Issues According to Juneau Empire, “The two candidates expressed similar opinions on a number of issues relevant to Juneau including fisheries, flood protection from Suicide Basin and funding support for a U.S. Coast Guard icebreaker slated to be homeported here.” [Juneau Empire, 11/7/24]
Election Integrity and Voting Systems
Ranked Choice Voting Criticisms
2024: Juneau Empire Reported Ranked Choice Voting Opposed By Nick Begich According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “For those who are not a fan of ranked choice voting—and I consider myself one of those people—we can self-impose a primary among the Republicans, if we make that commitment.” [Juneau Empire - Juneau Empire, 8/29/24]
2024: Second-Choice Votes Could Be Decisive For Begich If The Margin Is Small According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Howe and Hafner aren’t expected to receive many first choice votes, but if the margin between Peltola and Begich remains small, their supporters’ second-choice votes could be decisive once tabulation takes place.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 11/5/24]
2024: Begich Benefited From Secondary Votes in Ranked-Choice Runoff According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “Begich benefited from secondary votes from Alaska Independence Party candidate John Wayne Howe, receiving 4,783 votes while Peltola received only 2,702 votes. Begich received 263 votes from Hafner’s ballots.” [NBC - 2 KTUU, 11/21/24]
October 2021: Begich Did Not State Whether He Shared Trump’s View On 2020 Election Results According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich did not answer when asked if he shared Trump’s view. ‘The election was adjudicated through a constitutional process, and we have the result that we have,’ Begich said.” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/28/21]
May 2022: Nick Begich Said Bipartisan Crisis Of Confidence Existed In Elections According to Juneau Empire, ’“There’s a bipartisan crisis of confidence in elections,’ Begich said.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 5/17/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Ran Ads Attacking Peltola To Avoid Losing Supporters To Democrat According to Homer News (Alaska), “It’s an outcome Begich has taken steps to avoid repeating, including running ads attacking Peltola as an ally of national Democratic leadership figures.” [Homer News (Alaska), 11/10/22]
2024: Begich Supported Ranked Choice Voting Repeal According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich has said he supports the repeal effort” of Alaska’s ranked choice voting system. [Anchorage Daily News, 7/7/24]
Republican Unity Strategies
October 2021: Begich Described Himself As A Strong Conservative According to Peninsula Clarion, “‘I consider myself a strong conservative,’ he said, noting that was one of the reasons he chose to make his campaign announcement in Wasilla instead of Anchorage. ‘Wasilla is a conservative core.’” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/28/21]
October 2021: Begich Condemned January 6th Attack On U.S. Capitol According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich also condemned the attack on the U.S. Capitol by Trump supporters. ‘What we saw on Jan. 6 was absolutely inappropriate. I think the entire country has to agree with that, and it was an unfortunate stain on the history of our nation and I hope that it is not repeated,’ he said.” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/28/21]
October 2022: Begich Urged Voters To ‘Rank The Red’ In House Race According to Peninsula Clarion, “In the vein of ‘Rank the Red,’ Begich encouraged voters to rank him first and former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin — also a Republican running for Alaska’s seat in the U.S. House — second. Palin did not attend the event.” [Peninsula Clarion, 10/19/22]
2024: Nick Begich Campaigned To Return U.S. House Seat To Republican Control According to Anchorage Daily News, “Both Begich and Dahlstrom are campaigning to return the seat to Republican control by highlighting popular issues among GOP voters, including border security.” [Anchorage Daily News, 6/2/24]
National Security and Arctic Policy
Naval Presence in Alaska
November 2024: Nick Begich Advocated Advancing America First Agenda if Elected According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, ’“Alaska’s House seat has never mattered more than it matters today because we’ve got to move the America First agenda through Congress and to President Trump’s desk so we can make America great again,’ Begich said.” [Kodiak Daily Mirror (Alaska), 11/5/24]
Community Engagement and Public Image
Campaign Team and Strategy
November 2024: Begich Campaigned To Advance An ‘America First’ Agenda According to Anchorage Daily News, ‘Alaska’s House seat has never mattered more than it matters today,’ Begich said. ‘We’ve got to move an America first agenda through Congress.’ [Anchorage Daily News, 11/6/24]
Health Policy and Public Health Issues
Pandemic Response and Emergency Preparedness
2022: Begich Campaign Criticized Young’s Vaccination Policy For Congressional Staff According to Alaska Dispatch News, “The comments came after the Begich campaign sent a fundraising email last week claiming that Young requires his congressional office staff members to comply with a vaccine mandate and that a staff member was fired over his unwillingness to be vaccinated.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 2/1/22]
Government Budget Policy
Stance on Federal Budget and Spending
September 2022: Begich Opposed Congressional Earmarks At Ketchikan Forum According to Anchorage Press, “Begich and Palin, seeking to hold the office Young once held, both said they oppose earmarks and would not use them.” [Anchorage Press, 9/21/22]
Curriculum and Policy Issues
Position on Controversial Subjects in Schools
2024: Begich Focused Remarks On Alaska-Specific Policy Issues According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich’s comments were much more Alaska-specific. He spoke in favor of an Alaska gasline to reduce Alaska’s energy prices; dismissed environmental concerns about resource extraction in the Arctic; called for new federal roads to be built in Alaska; spoke in favor of book bans and limiting transgender athletes in women’s sports; and cited what he said was the cost of sending a 12-pack of soda from Anchorage to the North Slope: ‘10 bucks in shipping alone.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 4/21/24]
April 2024: Begich Focused Campaign Comments On Alaska-Specific Issues According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich’s comments were much more Alaska-specific. He spoke in favor of an Alaska gasline to reduce Alaska’s energy prices; dismissed environmental concerns about resource extraction in the Arctic; called for new federal roads to be built in Alaska; spoke in favor of book bans and limiting transgender athletes in women’s sports; and cited what he said was the cost of sending a 12-pack of soda from Anchorage to the North Slope: ‘10 bucks in shipping alone.’” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 4/25/24]
