Resource Development and Economic Policy
Summary
· Nick Begich has consistently called for greater investment in Alaska’s infrastructure, including power conductivity systems and cameras in remote locations, to improve safety and reliability (Peninsula Clarion; Juneau Empire).
· He has emphasized the need for appropriate staffing levels and adequate training resources for air safety operations in Alaska (Peninsula Clarion; Juneau Empire).
· Begich has advocated for permanent federal highway funding for the Alaska Marine Highway System, arguing it should be a stable part of federal infrastructure support (Juneau Empire).
· He supported securing federal grants for hard infrastructure projects like the Alaska Railbelt transmission lines, viewing them as ways to improve energy resiliency and reduce costs for Alaskans (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner).
· Begich criticized opponent Mary Peltola for supporting the Inflation Reduction Act and linked her to broader national Democratic policies, suggesting these positions would have negative economic impacts (Alaska Dispatch News).
Energy and Natural Resources Budget Priorities
Support for Infrastructure Investment
February 2025: Nick Begich Called For Greater Investment In Alaska’s Infrastructure And Appropriate Staffing Levels For Air Safety According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich said it’s important to invest in Alaska’s infrastructure, such as redundant power conductivity systems and cameras in remote locations. He also said staffing levels need to be appropriate and that they are trained with adequate resources.” [Peninsula Clarion, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Supported Investment In Alaska Infrastructure And FAA Staffing According to Juneau Empire, “Begich said it’s important to invest in Alaska’s infrastructure, such as redundant power conductivity systems and cameras in remote locations. He also said staffing levels need to be appropriate and that they are trained with adequate resources.” [Juneau Empire, 2/18/25]
Support for Oil and Mineral Extraction
September 2022: Begich Advocated For Permanent Federal Highway Funding For Alaska Marine Highway System According to Juneau Empire, Begich said, “I believe that in order to ensure the marine highway system is adequately financed and funded we need to make sure it’s a permanent part of how our highway funding formula is maintained at the federal level.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 9/15/22]
January 2024: Nick Begich Supported Federal Funding For Alaska Railbelt Transmission Lines According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “He called a recent U.S. Energy Department grant for $206 million to overhaul the Alaska Railbelt transmission lines a positive example, since it provides hard infrastructure that will enhance energy resiliency and won’t cost ratepayers in the long-term. ‘We’ve got to do more to drive down energy costs in Alaska,’ Begich said. ‘If we don’t say yes to these federal dollars, we’ll be spending our own anyway.’” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 1/26/24]
Response to Biden Administration Policies
Criticism of Executive Actions
October 2022: Nick Begich Linked Mary Peltola To National Democratic Policies And Criticized Her Support For The Inflation Reduction Act According to Alaska Dispatch News, “In a series of videos posted recently on social media, Begich attached Peltola’s name to national Democratic leaders and to the Inflation Reduction Act, a bill that passed Congress before Peltola was elected but one she said she would have supported. ‘It seems like everything is going in the wrong direction. This is what happens when you put Democrats in charge,’ Begich said in one of the videos.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 10/10/22]
