Federal Spending and Deficit Control
Summary
· Nick Begich consistently advocated for reducing federal spending and government size, citing concerns over the national debt, inflation, and the need for fiscal responsibility (Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, NBC - 2 KTUU, Arctic Sounder).
· He supported immediate spending reductions, opposed “wasteful” infrastructure investments, and prioritized trimming what he described as excessive federal employment levels (Daily Sitka Sentinel, NBC - 2 KTUU).
· Begich repeatedly called for Alaska to reduce its dependence on federal funding, referring to the state as a “federal colony” and encouraging more fiscal self-reliance (Anchorage Daily News, Arctic Sounder).
· He co-sponsored efforts to eliminate federal income tax on Social Security benefits and publicly committed to protecting retiree programs, though some critics and opinion writers have accused him of considering Social Security a “Ponzi scheme” and of supporting privatization (Must Read Alaska, Anchorage Daily News).
· Potential vulnerabilities include public criticism for allegedly supporting large tax cuts for the wealthy and proposing significant cuts to healthcare spending, as well as accusations of inconsistency in his stance on Social Security protections (Anchorage Daily News, Juneau Empire).
· Begich regularly linked federal spending with rising inflation and expressed opposition to congressional earmarks and broad infrastructure bills he saw as insufficiently focused or overly expensive (Alaska Dispatch News, Daily Sitka Sentinel).
Approach to Government Programs and Entitlements
Views on Social Programs
February 2025: Nick Begich Co-Sponsored Bill To Eliminate Federal Income Tax On Social Security Benefits According to Must Read Alaska, “Congressman Begich is trying to end the federal income tax on Social Security benefits. The Senior Citizens Tax Elimination Act, H.R. 1040, would eliminate federal income taxation on Social Security benefits.” [Must Read Alaska, 2/8/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Advocated Protecting Retiree Programs Like Social Security According to Must Read Alaska, “As I made clear during the campaign, making sure that retiree programs like social security are protected from federal bureaucrats is a top priority,” Congressman Begich said. [Must Read Alaska, 2/8/25]
2024: Opinion Writer Claimed Nick Begich Referred To Social Security As ‘Ponzi Scheme’ According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “he calls it a ‘Ponzi scheme,’ suggesting he’d follow schemes that would endanger a lifeline for all older Americans, as suggested by Project 2025 crafted by MAGA zealots to dismantle the government as we know it.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska) - Juneau Empire (Alaska), 10/14/24]
2024: Opinion Writer Asserted Nick Begich Inclined To Support Privatization Of Social Security And Veterans Administration According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “Begich has toned down his rhetoric during the current campaign, but he seems to be inclined to support privatization of Social Security and the Veterans Administration, both favored by Project 2025 and the Freedom Caucus.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska) - Juneau Empire (Alaska), 10/14/24]
Stance on Federal Budget and Spending
Support for Spending Controls
2025: Nick Begich Praised House Passage of Senate Budget Resolution Supporting Trump’s Agenda According to a press release from Representative Nick Begich’s office, “Today’s House passage of the Senate budget resolution is a clear example of Congress’ commitment to deliver on President Trump’s bold economic agenda for the American people, and it couldn’t come at a more important time for Alaska.” [Press Release - Representative Nick Begich Alaska at Large, 4/10/25]
August 2024: Begich Called For Protecting Social Security Funding And Encouraging Private Homeownership According to Juneau Empire, “Begich and Salisbury also agreed on the need to protect Social Security funding and encourage private homeownership.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 9/3/24]
2024: Pete Dahl Claimed Nick Begich Opposed Historic Infrastructure Bill According to an opinion piece by Pete Dahl in Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich said he opposed the historic infrastructure bill that our senators wrote, and that Congressman Don Young played a key role in helping pass through the House. This was the largest infrastructure investment in 70 years. We are receiving more per-capita funding than any other state, which is a testament to the effectiveness of our current congressional delegation.” [Pete Dahl - Anchorage Daily News, 9/7/24]
2024: Pete Dahl Stated Nick Begich Called Federal Infrastructure Investment ‘Wasteful Spending’ According to an opinion piece by Pete Dahl in Anchorage Daily News, “In addition to trashing a historic infrastructure bill written by Alaska Republican members of Congress, Nick Begich said that federal infrastructure investment is ‘wasteful spending.’” [Pete Dahl - Anchorage Daily News, 9/7/24]
2024: Pete Dahl Claimed Nick Begich Opposed Historic Infrastructure Bill According to an opinion piece by Pete Dahl in Anchorage Daily News, “Nick Begich said he opposed the historic infrastructure bill that our senators wrote, and that Congressman Don Young played a key role in helping pass through the House. This was the largest infrastructure investment in 70 years.” [Pete Dahl - Anchorage Daily News, 9/7/24]
2024: Pete Dahl Asserted Nick Begich Characterized Federal Infrastructure Investment as ‘Wasteful Spending’ According to an opinion piece by Pete Dahl in Anchorage Daily News, “In addition to trashing a historic infrastructure bill written by Alaska Republican members of Congress, Nick Begich said that federal infrastructure investment is ‘wasteful spending.’” [Pete Dahl - Anchorage Daily News, 9/7/24]
2024: Letter Writer Pete Dahl Stated Nick Begich Called Federal Infrastructure Investment ‘Wasteful Spending’ According to a letter to the editor published in Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Nick Begich said that federal infrastructure investment is ‘wasteful spending.’” [Letter to the Editor - Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 9/12/24]
2021: Nick Begich Called Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill a ‘Terrible Deal’ for the USA According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “‘This will be a victory for the Biden administration and Democrats, and will be heavily used in the 2022 election,’ he said before it was passed by the Senate. ‘It is a loser for the USA, a terrible deal, and makes the Republicans look weak, foolish, and dumb.’” [Juneau Empire Opinion - Juneau Empire, 10/24/24]
January 2025: Nick Begich Responded To Federal Fund Freeze As Alaska’s Freshman Congressman According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), “Rep. Nick Begich, Alaska’s freshman Congressman, said in a statement that his office is likewise reviewing potential impacts on Alaska projects and programs. However, Begich, who aligns with Trump, said the intention of the free is to ‘review federal spending compliance, not cut critical assistance programs.’ ‘Unlike many who have preceded him in the office, the President intends to deliver on his promises to ensure American tax dollars are reasonably deployed,’ Begich said. ‘As we wrestle with a federal government that has grown to great excess, we have a responsibility to future generations of Alaskans to ensure we are not needlessly running up the balance on our nation’s credit card.’” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 1/28/25]
2025: Begich Supported Reducing Federal Spending And Government Size According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “The only way to get that under control is to trim government back. A rational size and reduce some of the spending and that is what is happening,” said Begich during the town hall. [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/18/25]
February 2025: Begich Called For Fiscal Responsibility And Warned Of Unsustainable Federal Spending According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “We have to make some adjustments to government spending or we are going to be on a completely unsustainable fiscal path as a nation,” Begich said. “I recognize fully that this will not be a perfect process and no process like this will be perfect, but if we don’t put our government on a more sustainable path, it is going to impact much worse in the long run.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/19/25]
2025: Begich Called For Balance In Federal Workforce Levels And Spending In an interview with Alaska’s News Source, Nick Begich said, “I think it’s important that we balance what we’re paying for government and what we’re getting out of government. And there has to be a balance. […] And, a number of these folks were hired under the previous administration and the federal workforce exploded under the Joe Biden presidency. And it reached what many believe is an unsustainable level. And we need to review that now to make sure that the people, that have been hired on, that we can afford to pay.” [Interview - Nick Begich with NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/19/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Stated Economic And Budget Priorities For Alaska And Nation According to Homer News, “Begich said his priority is ‘making sure that we have a strong and resilient economy in Alaska.’ […] ‘That’s my number one priority for Alaska. Of course, in the Congress, it’s more than just Alaska. I’m looking forward, out 10 years, 20 years, what does our nation look like? Are we going to be on a firm financial footing? I want to see us close the gap on the budget deficit.’” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/19/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Described Federal Workers Impacted By Cuts As Primarily Probationary According to NBC - 2 KTUU, ‘These workers primarily were on a probationary period with the federal government,’ Begich told Alaska’s News Source Tuesday. [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Said U.S. Had ‘No Choice But To Trim Government’ Due To Debt According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “In a presentation to the Alaska Municipal League on Wednesday, Begich said the U.S. has ‘no choice but to trim government’ due to the nation’s federal debt. ‘Of course, it needs to be done in a thoughtful way. It needs to be done in a way that doesn’t impact our ability to receive core services,’ he added.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Stated Need For Immediate Reduction Of Federal Spending According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Asked whether the Trump administration was taking a thoughtful approach to cutting the size of federal government, Begich said simply that ‘there’s a need to reduce spending immediately.’ ’While I recognize in the short run, there’s going to be some challenges navigating through this, in the long run, this will be better for the nation, he said.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Stated There Is Immediate Need To Reduce Federal Spending According to Anchorage Daily News, when asked whether the Trump administration was taking a thoughtful approach to cutting the size of federal government, Begich said simply that “there’s a need to reduce spending immediately.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Supported Immediate Federal Spending Reduction According to Anchorage Daily News, “Asked whether the Trump administration was taking a thoughtful approach to cutting the size of federal government, Begich said simply that ‘there’s a need to reduce spending immediately.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/20/25]
2025: Nick Begich Stated Priorities In Budget Reconciliation Efforts Emphasized Alaska Interests According to Homer News, “We’re using that budget reconciliation process as a mechanism to ensure that we are putting Alaska priorities forward in a way that they can be signed into law by President Trump.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/21/25]
February 2025: Begich Stated There Should Be Limits On U.S. Global Defense Spending Including For Ukraine According to Daily Sitka Sentinel, “I think there has to be a limit to how much the U.S. taxpayer is asked to provide for global defense,’’ Begich said. ‘So I encourage all efforts to sup- port and find a way through this conflict to a peaceful resolution. Do I believe that that peaceful resolution will be amenable to everyone? No, it’s not going to be. But I think that the people of Ukraine deserve an opportunity for peace.’’” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 2/24/25]
February 2025: Begich Called For Limiting U.S. Taxpayer Funding For Global Defense And Supported Peace Efforts According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “I think there has to be a limit to how much the U.S. taxpayer is asked to provide for global defense,” Begich said. “So I encourage all efforts to support and find a way through this conflict to a peaceful resolution […] I think that the people of Ukraine deserve an opportunity for peace.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 2/25/25]
February 2025: Begich Supported Immediate Federal Spending Reductions According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Asked whether the Trump administration was taking a thoughtful approach to cutting the size of federal government, Begich said simply that ‘there’s a need to reduce spending immediately.’ ‘While I recognize in the short run, there’s going to be some challenges navigating through this, in the long run, this will be better for the nation,’ he said.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/27/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Celebrated Budget Resolution and Cited Focus on Unlocking Alaska’s Potential According to Anchorage Daily News, “In a social media post, Begich celebrated the resolution, saying the budget reconciliation process ‘will prioritize unlocking Alaska’s potential for our nation and will support America’s working families.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/27/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Expressed Support For Budget Process Citing Economic Priorities According to Anchorage Daily News, “In a social media post, Begich celebrated the resolution, saying the budget reconciliation process ‘will prioritize unlocking Alaska’s potential for our nation and will support America’s working families.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/27/25]
2025: Letter Writer Emily M Davies Criticized Nick Begich’s Support for $4.5 Trillion Tax Cuts According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska U.S. Rep. Nick Begich said, ‘we have a responsibility to future generations of Alaskans to ensure we are not needlessly running up the balance on our nation’s credit card.’ Then he voted for $4.5 trillion in unnecessary tax cuts for America’s wealthiest people, to be paid for by working Americans.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 3/2/25]
2025: Letter Writer Emily M Davies Criticized Nick Begich’s Budget Vote to Cut $880 Billion in Healthcare Spending According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “He said, ‘We recognize that Alaska is unique and it is different It is harder to provide these kinds of services, particularly healthcare services in Alaska; it’s more expensive, the travel is very difficult, and we need to make sure we have the appropriate level of funding to continue to support healthy lifestyles and people, for their ability, to remain in their communities in Alaska.’ Then he voted for a budget that instructs the House Energy and Commerce Committee to cut spending by $880 billion over the next decade. Healthcare (including Medicaid and possibly Medicare) is the only place they can find that much money.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News, 3/2/25]
2025: Letter Writer Emily M Davies Quoted Nick Begich’s Statement on Federal Spending Responsibility According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Alaska U.S. Rep. Nick Begich said, ‘we have a responsibility to future generations of Alaskans to ensure we are not needlessly running up the balance on our nation’s credit card.’” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 3/2/25]
2025: Letter Writer Emily M Davies Alleged Nick Begich Voted for $4.5 Trillion in Tax Cuts for the Wealthy According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Then he voted for $4.5 trillion in unnecessary tax cuts for America’s wealthiest people, to be paid for by working Americans.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 3/2/25]
2025: Letter Writer Emily M Davies Alleged Nick Begich Voted for Budget Instructing $880 Billion in Healthcare Cuts According to a letter to the editor published in Anchorage Daily News, “Then he voted for a budget that instructs the House Energy and Commerce Committee to cut spending by $880 billion over the next decade. Healthcare (including Medicaid and possibly Medicare) is the only place they can find that much money.” [Letter to the Editor - Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 3/2/25]
February 2025: Begich Stated The U.S. Needed To Trim Government Due To Federal Debt According to Arctic Sounder, “In a presentation to the Alaska Municipal League on Feb. 19, Begich said the U.S. has ‘no choice but to trim government’ due to the nation’s federal debt. ‘Of course, it needs to be done in a thoughtful way. It needs to be done in a way that doesn’t impact our ability to receive core services,’ he added.” [Arctic Sounder, 3/2/25]
February 2025: Begich Asserted The Need To Reduce Federal Spending Immediately According to Arctic Sounder, “Asked whether the Trump administration was taking a thoughtful approach to cutting the size of federal government, Begich said simply that ‘there’s a need to reduce spending immediately.’ ‘While I recognize in the short run, there’s going to be some challenges navigating through this, in the long run, this will be better for the nation,’ he said.” [Arctic Sounder, 3/2/25]
February 2025: Begich Characterized Alaska As A “Federal Colony” And Advocated Less Reliance On Federal Funds According to Arctic Sounder, “Begich referred to Alaska as a ‘federal colony’ and said the state needed to wean itself from federal funding, breaking from a longstanding tradition among members of Alaska’s federal delegation who have sought to maximize the state’s share of federal spending which they have said is needed given the state’s vast size and expansive federal lands. ‘We know that there’s a significant concentration risk associated with the amount of federal funding that the state receives. We rely on the federal government. We all know that, and we need to be less reliant on the federal government,’ Begich told the gathering of municipal leaders.” [Arctic Sounder, 3/2/25]
March 2025: Nick Begich Claimed Budget Reconciliation Would Support Alaska Potential And Working Families According to Arctic Sounder, “In a social media post, Begich celebrated the resolution, saying the budget reconciliation process ‘will prioritize unlocking Alaska’s potential for our nation and will support America’s working families.’” [Arctic Sounder, 3/6/25]
March 2025: Congressman Begich Voted For House Republican Spending Bill With Potential Cuts to Health Programs According to The Nome Nugget, “Last week House Republicans advanced a budget proposal which would include significant spending cuts that some Alaskans fear could impact Medicaid, Medicare, and the Child Health Insurance Program. Congressman Begich voted for the proposed spending bill in a House vote last week.” [Nome Nugget (Alaska), 3/6/25]
2022: Begich Supported Hard Infrastructure For Alaska And Criticized Spending Levels According to Alaska Dispatch News, “I am strongly supportive of real, hard infrastructure for Alaska. While this bill contained within it a number of green-new-deal styled provisions, the funds have now been authorized and are being appropriated. […] I have great concerns over the level of spending introduced by this and similar bills and will work in the Congress to ensure that investments made by the American people are of high quality.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/6/22]
2022: Nick Begich Supported Infrastructure Investment With Conditions According to Alaska Dispatch News, “For Alaska to maximize the benefits of the bill, we must make certain that those projects which it funds have key components: they focus on hard infrastructure; they are long term; and they provide a maintenance model that ensures the investment is properly supported over its useful life. […] I have great concerns over the level of spending introduced by this and similar bills and will work in the Congress to ensure that investments made by the American people are of high quality.” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/7/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Described Approach To Federal Spending And Infrastructure In Alaska According to Juneau Empire, “As a Congress, we have a sacred responsibility to ensure that funds deployed to infrastructure are invested wisely and in ways that produce a clear and compelling return to the American taxpayer. We must be careful to ensure that such investments do not distort the real economy, displace pre-existing priorities by reprioritizing limited sources of labor or materials, and consider a maintenance model that sustains the initial investment over its useful life. As a supporter of hard infrastructure investments, I believe we must continue to prioritize funding that will allow Alaska to deliver on its important national roles, including food security through our fisheries, national security, energy security, and minerals security.” [Juneau Empire (Alaska), 8/12/22]
2022: Begich Opposed The 2021 Infrastructure Investment And Jobs Act For Alaska Lacking Hard Infrastructure Focus According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, ‘Begich opposed it because it did not support enough “hard infrastructure projects,” stands to focus more on older projects and lacks sufficient broadband funding.’ [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner (Alaska), 9/22/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Opposed National Federal Infrastructure Law According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘There wasn’t enough ’hard infrastructure’ baked into the bill. We also have this little matter of inflation,’ Begich said. [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Opposed Congressional Earmarks But Supported Military Funding According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘In a debate this month in Ketchikan, Palin and Begich each said they oppose congressional earmarks, which allow legislators to direct money to specific projects in their states. […] She and Begich each said they support expanding federal funding for the military in Alaska.’ [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Stated Nuanced Position On Federal Spending In Alaska According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘Begich said his position on federal spending in Alaska is nuanced. “The federal government owns more than 60% of all land in Alaska, so they have a responsibility to fund the stewardship of those lands, as long as they’re being held by the federal government,” he said.’ [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Opposed “Profligate” Federal Spending According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘Begich said he opposes “profligate” spending, and when asked what he considers profligate, he said, “while the line may appear murky at times, we’ve clearly crossed the Rubicon.”’ [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich III Opposed The Federal Infrastructure Law According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel, “There wasn’t enough ‘hard infrastructure’ baked into the bill. We also have this little matter of inflation,” Begich said. He, Bye and Palin each said the best way to combat inflation is to reduce the amount of federal spending. [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich III Opposed Congressional Earmarks But Supported Military Funding Expansion In Alaska According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel, “In a debate this month in Ketchikan, Palin and Begich each said they oppose congressional earmarks, which allow legislators to direct money to specific projects in their states. […] She and Begich each said they support expanding federal funding for the military in Alaska.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich III Stated Federal Spending In Alaska Required A Nuanced Approach According to The Daily Sitka Sentinel, “Begich said his position on federal spending in Alaska is nuanced. ‘The federal government owns more than 60% of all land in Alaska, so they have a responsibility to fund the stewardship of those lands, as long as they’re being held by the federal government,’ he said. Begich said he opposes ‘profligate’ spending, and when asked what he considers profligate, he said, ‘while the line may appear murky at times, we’ve clearly crossed the Rubicon.’” [Daily Sitka Sentinel, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Opposed The Recent Federal Infrastructure Law According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, ‘there wasn’t enough “hard infrastructure” baked into the bill. We also have this little matter of inflation,’ Begich said. [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/26/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Opposed Congressional Earmarks According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, ‘In a debate this month in Ketchikan, Palin and Begich each said they oppose congressional earmarks, which allow legislators to direct money to specific projects in their states.’ [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/26/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Opposed “Profligate” Federal Spending According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, ‘Begich said he opposes “profligate” spending, and when asked what he considers profligate, he said, “while the line may appear murky at times, we’ve clearly crossed the Rubicon.”’ [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/26/22]
2022: Bonnie Kulzer Claimed Nick Begich Opposed Wasteful Spending According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Nick is a business man and can stop wasteful spending.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 9/30/22]
2022: Bonnie Kulzer Claimed Nick Begich Supported Lower Taxes and Smaller Government According to a letter to the editor published in Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Nick believes in lower taxes and smaller government so more money stays in your pocket.” [Letter to the Editor - Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 9/30/22]
October 2022: Begich Called For Reducing National Debt And Federal Spending According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich also addressed the need to reduce national debt and federal spending, citing it as cause for current inflation and ‘that by printing money, the government can solve everything.’” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 10/8/22]
October 2022: Begich Voiced Opposition To Bipartisan Cooperation If Harmful To Fiscal Policy According to Homer News, “Begich said it’s ‘important that we communicate with one another but I’m not about to hold hands while we go over the fiscal cliff.’ ‘Sometimes you’ve got to be difficult, you’ve got to be tough, you’ve got to be firm, and those are the things that we need as a nation,’ he said.” [Homer News (Alaska), 10/27/22]
Begich Emphasized The Need To Control Government Spending During 2022 U.S. House Debate According to NBC - 2 KTUU, ‘“We also need to make sure that government spending is in control, that government is put back in its lane,” Begich said.’ [NBC - 2 KTUU, 10/27/22]
October 2022: Begich Called For Federal Spending Controls To Address Inflation According to Nome Nugget, “Echoing Palin’s remarks, Begich said, ‘We have got to do more to bring federal spending under control so that we can bring this inflationary environment back under control.’” [Nome Nugget, 11/3/22]
January 2024: Nick Begich Criticized Federal Spending But Supported Infrastructure Investment According to Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, “Begich remains critical of the massive amount of federal spending pumped into the economy over the past four years, including the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill and the Inflation Reduction Act. In the past, Begich noted it’s been a primary factor for driving up inflation, expanding the national debt and weakening the average American’s purchasing power. But he sees opportunities for the state, depending on a project’s merit.” [Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, 1/26/24]
Nick Begich III Criticized Federal Spending and Inflation in 2024 According to Kodiak Daily Mirror, “You’ve got to start with national debt, which has gotten out of control,” he said. Begich faulted Congress and President Joe Biden’s administration for having a “lack of discipline” when it comes to federal spending “especially in the years following the onset of COVID,” he said. [Kodiak Daily Mirror, 6/4/24]
Views on Federal Debt and Deficit
2024: Letter Writer Pete Dahl Asserted Nick Begich Opposed Historic Infrastructure Bill According to a letter to the editor published in Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Nick Begich said he opposed the historic infrastructure bill that our senators wrote, and that Congressman Don Young played a key role in helping pass through the House. This was the largest infrastructure investment in 70 years.” [Letter to the Editor - Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 9/12/24]
Will Nebesky Asserted Nick Begich Called Social Security a ‘Ponzi Scheme’ in 2024 According to an opinion piece by Will Nebesky in Anchorage Daily News, “I was mystified to discover that Begich said Social Security is a ‘Ponzi scheme,’ in candid remarks on the right-wing Michael Dukes talk radio show.” [Will Nebesky - Anchorage Daily News, 9/26/24]
Will Nebesky Reported Nick Begich Claimed Social Security Contributions Were Misused in 2024 According to an opinion piece by Will Nebesky in Anchorage Daily News, “Begich’s AARP response acknowledged Social Security’s important safety-net function, while on the other, he incorrectly asserted that Social Security contributions are improperly invested and used to fund deficit spending.” [Will Nebesky - Anchorage Daily News, 9/26/24]
2024: Will Nebesky Noted Nick Begich III Described Social Security As A ‘Ponzi Scheme’ According to an opinion piece by Will Nebesky in Anchorage Daily News, “upon doing a little more research, I was mystified to discover that Begich said Social Security is a ‘Ponzi scheme,’ in candid remarks on the right-wing Michael Dukes talk radio show.” [Will Nebesky - Anchorage Daily News, 9/26/24]
2024: Will Nebesky Reported Nick Begich III Claimed Social Security Contributions Were Improperly Used for Deficit Spending According to an opinion piece by Will Nebesky in Anchorage Daily News, “his AARP response acknowledged Social Security’s important safety-net function, while on the other, he incorrectly asserted that Social Security contributions are improperly invested and used to fund deficit spending.” [Will Nebesky - Anchorage Daily News, 9/26/24]
October 2024: Begich Expressed Full Support For Social Security After Comparing It To A Ponzi Scheme According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich said he was a ‘100%, full supporter of Social Security’ after news reports quoted him comparing it to a ‘Ponzi scheme.’” [Anchorage Daily News, 10/11/24]
10/10/24: Nick Begich Criticized Federal Infrastructure Spending And Voiced Deficit Concerns According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Republican challenger Nick Begich criticized that legislation and voiced concerns about the size of the federal deficit, implying that if elected, he would seek to reduce federal spending.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 10/11/24]
2024: Letter Writer Ken Koelsch Endorsed Nick Begich Based On Debt Policy Positions According to a letter to the editor published in Juneau Empire, “We support Nick Begich because of a conversation with Nick on the national debt that clinched our vote for him. The feds ended the fiscal year with a $1.8 trillion deficit and the national debt approaching $36 trillion. The interest alone on our borrowing will surpass the trillion-dollar mark for the first time. Nick addresses the deficit issue, understands the consequences for our kids and grandkids — and offers approaches to deal with it.” [Letter to the Editor - Juneau Empire, 10/23/24]
2021: Nick Begich Criticized Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act as Wasteful Spending According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “‘Don Young has rarely seen a spending program that he doesn’t like,’ Begich said before criticizing that bill as wasteful spending. ‘There’s just been no fiscal discipline.’” [Juneau Empire Opinion - Juneau Empire, 10/24/24]
2021: Nick Begich Claimed Alaska Was Shortchanged in Federal Infrastructure Funding According to an opinion piece in Juneau Empire, “But despite the fact Alaska would get more funding per capita than any other state, he also complained that we ‘got shortchanged’ on a per-acre basis.” [Juneau Empire Opinion - Juneau Empire, 10/24/24]
February 2025: Nick Begich Criticized Federal Government Spending As Wasteful, Abusive, And Fraudulent According to Peninsula Clarion, “I’ve been very disappointed, I’m not surprised, unfortunately, but disappointed to see just so many of the ways that the federal government has chosen to waste taxpayer dollars […] there’s a whole lot of abuse and waste that we’ve seen exposed […] and I’m afraid it’s probably only going to continue. It’s an opportunity for us to save, but it’s disappointing to see that people in the federal government have so abused the public trust by spending money in the ways that they have.” [Peninsula Clarion, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Prioritized Economic Resilience And Reducing Federal Budget Deficit For Alaska According to Juneau Empire, “Begich said his priority is ‘making sure that we have a strong and resilient economy in Alaska.’ […] ‘That’s my number one priority for Alaska. […] I want to see us close the gap on the budget deficit.’” [Juneau Empire, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Expressed Disappointment In Federal Government Spending And Criticized Waste According to Juneau Empire, “I’ve been very disappointed, I’m not surprised, unfortunately, but disappointed to see just so many of the ways that the federal government has chosen to waste taxpayer dollars[…] There’s certainly a lot of fraud, but there’s a whole lot of abuse and waste that we’ve seen exposed over the last couple of weeks.” [Juneau Empire, 2/18/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Discussed Federal Spending And Government Efficiency According to Homer News, “I’ve been very disappointed, I’m not surprised, unfortunately, but disappointed to see just so many of the ways that the federal government has chosen to waste taxpayer dollars […] There’s certainly a lot of fraud, but there’s a whole lot of abuse and waste that we’ve seen exposed over the last couple of weeks, and I’m afraid it’s probably only going to continue. It’s an opportunity for us to save, but it’s disappointing to see that people in the federal government have so abused the public trust by spending money in the ways that they have.” [Homer News (Alaska), 2/19/25]
February 2025: Congressman Nick Begich Linked Trump Administration Budget Cuts To Federal Overemployment According to NBC - 2 KTUU, “While in Fairbanks, Congressman Nick Begich said that these cuts are addressing what has become an unsustainable level of employment within the federal government.” [NBC - 2 KTUU (Anchorage, Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich Called For Reduced Reliance On Federal Funding In Alaska According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “Begich referred to Alaska as a ‘federal colony’ and said the state needed to wean itself from federal funding, breaking from a longstanding tradition among members of Alaska’s federal delegation who have sought to maximize the state’s share of federal spending which they have said is needed given the state’s vast size and expansive federal lands. ‘We know that there’s a significant concentration risk associated with the amount of federal funding that the state receives. We rely on the federal government. We all know that, and We need to be less reliant on the federal government,’ Begich told the gathering of municipal leaders.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Asserted Need To Trim Federal Government Due To National Debt According to Anchorage Daily News, “In a presentation to the Alaska Municipal League on Wednesday, Begich said the U.S. has ‘no choice but to trim government’ due to the nation’s federal debt. ‘Of course, it needs to be done in a thoughtful way. It needs to be done in a way that doesn’t impact our ability to receive core services,’ he added.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Characterized Alaska As A ‘Federal Colony’ And Urged Reducing Dependence On Federal Funding According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich referred to Alaska as a ‘federal colony’ and said the state needed to wean itself from federal funding, breaking from a longstanding tradition among members of Alaska’s federal delegation who have sought to maximize the state’s share of federal spending […]. ‘We rely on the federal government. We all know that, and we need to be less reliant on the federal government,’ Begich told the gathering of municipal leaders.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Advocated For Thoughtful Federal Cuts According to Anchorage Daily News, “In a presentation to the Alaska Municipal League on Wednesday, Begich said the U.S. has ‘no choice but to trim government’ due to the nation’s federal debt. ‘Of course, it needs to be done in a thoughtful way. It needs to be done in a way that doesn’t impact our ability to receive core services,’ he added.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Nick Begich III Called Alaska A ‘Federal Colony’ And Urged Reduced Reliance On Federal Funding According to Anchorage Daily News, “Begich referred to Alaska as a ‘federal colony’ and said the state needed to wean itself from federal funding, breaking from a longstanding tradition among members of Alaska’s federal delegation who have sought to maximize the state’s share of federal spending[…]. ‘We know that there’s a significant concentration risk associated with the amount of federal funding that the state receives. We rely on the federal government. We all know that, and we need to be less reliant on the federal government,’ Begich told the gathering of municipal leaders.” [Anchorage Daily News, 2/20/25]
February 2025: Begich Said U.S. Had ‘No Choice But To Trim Government’ Due To Federal Debt According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “In a presentation to the Alaska Municipal League on Feb. 19, Begich said the U.S. has ‘no choice but to trim government’ due to the nation’s federal debt. ‘Of course, it needs to be done in a thoughtful way. It needs to be done in a way that doesn’t impact our ability to receive core services,’ he added.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/27/25]
February 2025: Begich Referred To Alaska As A ‘Federal Colony’ And Urged Reliance Reduction On Federal Funds According to Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, “Begich referred to Alaska as a ‘federal colony’ and said the state needed to wean itself from federal funding, breaking from a longstanding tradition among members of Alaska’s federal delegation who have sought to maximize the state’s share of federal spending which they have said is needed given the state’s vast size and expansive federal lands. ‘We know that there’s a significant concentration risk associated with the amount of federal funding that the state receives. We rely on the federal government. We all know that, and we need to be less reliant on the federal government,’ Begich told the gathering of municipal leaders.” [Bristol Bay Times & Dutch Harbor Fisherman, 2/27/25]
2021: Nick Begich III Argued Alaska Was Shortchanged In Federal Infrastructure Bill According to Juneau Empire, “‘Alaska got less than 1% of the bill,’ he said. ‘Alaska got shortchanged in the bill.’ Because the infrastructure bill was about building a platform for development, Begich said the state should have received a higher portion due to its size.” [Juneau Empire, 12/1/21]
Begich Prioritized Fiscal Discipline And Criticized National Debt Spending According to Peninsula Clarion, ‘National debt spending, Begich said, is another one of his most important issues.’ [Peninsula Clarion, 1/12/22]
Begich Held Congress And Young Responsible For Debt-Related Issues According to Peninsula Clarion, ‘He said both Congress, and Young specifically, bear responsibility for issues related to national debt spending.’ [Peninsula Clarion, 1/12/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Criticized Federal Infrastructure Law For Shortchanging Alaska According to Anchorage Press, “‘Alaska got less than 1% of the bill,’ Begich the Third told the Juneau Empire. ‘Alaska got shortchanged in the bill.’ ‘On a per-acre basis we got the least of anyone,’ Begich III said.’” [Anchorage Press, 11/2/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Opposed Infrastructure Law And Criticized Government Support For It According to Anchorage Press, “Begich says ‘we’re told by the people that represent us, “Hey not only was this good, but you should thank me for it.” That’s wrong. And it’s emblematic of everything that is wrong with the government right now.’” [Anchorage Press, 11/2/22]
Inflation Concerns
10/10/24: Nick Begich Identified Excess Government Spending As A Threat To American Life According to Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), “‘If you want to talk about a threat to our way of life in this country, try excess government spending,’ he replied.” [Daily Sitka Sentinel (Alaska), 10/11/24]
2024: Nick Begich Cited Federal Spending For Causing Inflation According to Anchorage Daily News, “While Peltola said the state has ‘capitalized tremendously’ on the federal spending bills, Begich blamed that spending for causing inflation that has harmed Alaskans. ‘That inflation has been caused by a government that has been spending more than it’s taking in,’ said Begich.” [Anchorage Daily News, 10/22/24]
February 2025: Begich Claimed Cutting Federal Government Would Benefit Nation Long-Term According to Anchorage Daily News, “‘While I recognize in the short run, there’s going to be some challenges navigating through this, in the long run, this will be better for the nation,’ he said.” [Anchorage Daily News (Alaska), 2/20/25]
August 2022: Begich Cited Deficit Spending As Top National Concern According to Peninsula Clarion, “Begich, stating Alaska is the second most federally dependent state in the U.S., said the rising threat of deficit spending is his top concern. As with Palin, he agreed increasing production of energy resources is important, but emphasized other industries as well and said ‘we have got to add more legs to the stool for the state of Alaska to make sure we are prosperous and can create the generational wealth Alaska does have the potential to create.’” [Peninsula Clarion (Kenai, Alaska), 8/1/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Supported Reducing Federal Spending As Inflation Strategy According to Alaska Dispatch News, ‘Begich, Bye and Palin each said the best way to combat inflation is to reduce the amount of federal spending.’ [Alaska Dispatch News, 9/23/22]
September 2022: Nick Begich Said Reducing Federal Spending Is Best Way To Combat Inflation According to Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, ‘Begich, Bye and Palin each said the best way to combat inflation is to reduce the amount of federal spending.’ [Mat-Su Valley Frontiersman, 9/26/22]
2022: Nick Begich III Claimed Federal Infrastructure Law Cost Each U.S. Household $10,000 According to Anchorage Press, “Earlier this year, Begich the Third was telling Alaskans the infrastructure law ‘cost $10,000 per U.S. household’ and he asked people to raise their hands if they were willing to write a check for $10,000 for what they will get out of the law. ‘I haven’t seen a hand yet statewide, not one. But this is what’s so strange to me as someone who doesn’t come from government. I’ve never held a government job and I’ve never been in political office,’ he told supporters in Kenai last spring.” [Anchorage Press, 11/2/22]
Inflation Concerns
2022: Nick Begich Cited Government Stimulus And Monetary Policy As Causes Of Inflation According to Alaska Dispatch News, “Inflation’s root cause can be traced directly to an unprecedented level of economic stimulus and wasteful spending introduced by the Congress, exacerbated by an overly accommodative Federal Reserve which purchased newly issued debt by increasing the money supply (i.e. ‘money printing’).” [Alaska Dispatch News, 8/7/22]
