Policy Positions and Public Statements
Summary
· In 2021, Parkland parents expressed hope that Maria Elvira Salazar would work with them on improving school safety, as she was seen as a potential ally despite not having established relationships with them yet (Tampa Bay Times).
· During a 2024 Republican National Convention panel, Salazar made controversial comments suggesting the U.S. should “kill” certain members of the Venezuelan gang El Tren de Aragua who entered the country illegally (Miami Herald).
· After public backlash, Salazar’s office clarified that her position was to support deporting gang members, not killing them (El Nuevo Herald).
· Salazar’s original remarks about gang violence and subsequent retraction have exposed her to criticism and highlight potential vulnerabilities regarding her approach to public safety and communication.
Stance on Policing and Law Enforcement
Community Engagement
2021: Parkland Parents Expressed Hope For Working With Maria Elvira Salazar On School Safety According to Tampa Bay Times, “And the parents also said Gimenez and Salazar’s votes give them hope that they’ll have two more members who will work with them on school safety issues. None of the parents currently have close relationships with Gimenez and Salazar like they do with Diaz-Balart, because they were recently elected.” [Tampa Bay Times, 2/10/21]
2024: Salazar Walked Back Comments About Killing Gang Members According to Miami Herald, “In July, during a panel discussion at the Republican National Convention in Milwaukee, Salazar stirred controversy when she said that the U.S. should ‘kill’ some members of the Venezuelan gang El Tren de Aragua who illegally enter the country. Her office later walked back those remarks, saying that she believes gang members should be deported.” [Miami Herald, 10/11/24]
Support for Law Enforcement Agencies
2024: Salazar Fue Criticada Por Declaraciones Sobre Pandillas Venezolanas According to El Nuevo Herald, “En julio, durante una mesa redonda en la Convención Nacional Republicana en Milwaukee, Salazar creo cierta controversia cuando dijo que Estados Unidos debería ‘matar’ a algunos miembros de la pandilla venezolana El Tren de Aragua que ingresan ilegalmente al país. Su oficina se retractó más tarde de esos comentarios y dijo que ella cree que los miembros de las pandillas deben ser deportados.” [El Nuevo Herald, 10/11/24]
