Community and Constituent Engagement
Summary
· Jeff Hurd has prioritized virtual engagement with constituents by hosting telephone and online town halls since taking office, but has yet to hold an in-person town hall despite direct requests from community members (Denver Post, Durango Herald).
· Multiple constituent events and rallies, including those in Grand Junction and Dolores, saw significant local attendance, often in Hurd’s absence, which led to criticism about his accessibility and the responsiveness of his staff (The Journal, Delta County Independent).
· Hurd and his staff did not pre-screen questions for virtual town halls, allowing for direct questioning on sensitive topics such as public lands, USFS firings, and Medicaid (Journal-Advocate, Denver Post).
· Notably, Hurd attended industrial and business tours but missed or declined some major constituent-focused events, leading to accusations of being out of touch with “regular people” (Durango Herald, Delta County Independent).
· Public protests in Durango, involving hundreds of participants, targeted Hurd’s office, but on one occasion, he engaged directly with protesters outside a meeting, stopping to listen and converse (Durango Herald).
· Potential vulnerability: Repeated criticism from constituents and the local press centers on Hurd’s limited in-person engagement and the perception of an unresponsive district office, especially after high-attendance events where neither he nor key staff were present (Durango Herald, Durango Herald).
Tours and visits in the district
January 30, 2025: Jeff Hurd Visited Montrose Forest Products Facility According to Delta County Independent, “On Thursday, Jan. 30, Representative Jeff Hurd (R-Grand Junction), spoke with management of Montrose Forest Products along with touring the operation. Hurd spent over two hours at the facility that employs some 100 people. Topics discussed included local operations, forest management and obstacles the company faces.” [Delta County Independent (Colorado), 2/6/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd Toured Aspen Airport Days Prior To Missing Town Hall According to The Journal, “U.S. Rep.. Jeff Hurd (middle) tours the Aspen Airport on Feb. 20, two days before missing a town hall in Grand Junction where 400 constituents waited to hear from him.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/25/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd Toured Aspen Airport Ahead of Grand Junction Town Hall Absence According to Durango Herald, “Cobbs expressed his frustration with the congressman touring the Aspen Airport and the new Amazon facility in Loveland, instead of meeting with constituents. ‘He’s out doing things, just nothing with regular people,’ said Cobbs.” [Durango Herald, 2/25/25]
Feedback from local officials
2025: Andrea Holland Criticized Jeff Hurd for Not Urging Reinstatement of USFS Employees According to a letter to the editor published in Post Independent (Glenwood Springs, Colorado), “Yet our own congressional representative, Jeff Hurd — who ran on a platform of helping rural Colorado thrive — did not join his colleagues in urging Secretary Rollins to reinstate the jobs lost by dedicated and professional USFS employees. Perhaps Mr. Hurd could explain why, because his continued silence on this issue suggests an indifference to the impacts of Executive Order 14210 on western Coloradans.” [Letter to the Editor - Post Independent (Glenwood Springs, Colorado), 2/24/25]
In-person and virtual town halls
March 2025: Hurd Addressed Policy Topics Including Public Lands, Immigration, And Medicaid At Virtual Town Hall According to Denver Post, “Hurd, who lives in Grand Junction, answered questions about the firing of U.S. Forest Service employees and other stewards of federal public lands and about immigration, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, firearms and Medicaid.” [Denver Post: Web Edition Articles (Colorado), 3/16/25]
March 2025: Hurd’s Staff Did Not Vet Questions Before Virtual Town Hall According to Denver Post, “Laila Elagamy, a spokesperson for Hurd, said the congressman’s staff didn’t vet questions before the event.” [Denver Post: Web Edition Articles (Colorado), 3/16/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Hosted Virtual Town Hall As Congressman According to Journal-Advocate, “Hurd, who succeeded Boebert in Congress in January after she moved to another district, hosted his first town hall on Tuesday night, answering both friendly and pointed questions in a virtual hearing. About 1,000 of the 7,500 people who took part were people from outside the district, according to his staff.” [Journal-Advocate, 3/16/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Did Not Pre-Screen Virtual Town Hall Questions According to Journal-Advocate, “Laila Elagamy, a spokesperson for Hurd, said the congressman’s staff didn’t vet questions before the event.” [Journal-Advocate, 3/16/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Answered Questions On Wide-Ranging Topics According to Journal-Advocate, “Hurd, who lives in Grand Junction, answered questions about the firing of U.S. Forest Service employees and other stewards of federal public lands and about immigration, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, firearms and Medicaid. He also faced direct questions asking when he would host an in-person town hall.” [Journal-Advocate, 3/16/25]
March 2025: Colorado Republicans, Including Jeff Hurd, Hosted Only Virtual Events According to Journal-Advocate, “Two of the four Republican representatives from the state, Jeff Crank and Jeff Hurd, have both hosted events only virtually. The other two, Lauren Boebert and Gabe Evans, haven’t hosted any this year.” [Journal-Advocate, 3/16/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Hosted Virtual Town Hall As Congressional Representative According to Denver Post, “Hurd, who succeeded Boebert in Congress in January after she moved to another district, hosted his first town hall on Tuesday night, answering friendly and pointed questions in a virtual hearing. About 1,000 of the 7,500 people who took part were people from outside the district, according to his staff.” [Denver Post, 3/16/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Answered Questions On Key Issues During Virtual Town Hall According to Denver Post, “Hurd, who lives in Grand Junction, answered questions about the firing of U.S. Forest Service employees and other stewards of federal public lands and about immigration, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, firearms and Medicaid.” [Denver Post, 3/16/25]
Attendance at local events and meetings
In-person and virtual town halls
April 2025: Protesters Marched To Rep. Jeff Hurd’s Durango Office According to The Journal, “about 700 participants marched to 835 East Second Ave., the Durango office of U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd, to continue demonstrating.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 4/19/25]
The Journal Identified Jeff Hurd As U.S. Representative In Durango, Colorado As Of April 2025 According to The Journal, “about 700 participants marched to 835 East Second Ave., the Durango office of U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd, to continue demonstrating.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 4/19/25]
April 2025: Protesters Marched To Rep. Jeff Hurd’s Durango Office According to Durango Herald, “about 700 participants marched to 835 East Second Ave., the Durango office of U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd, to continue demonstrating.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 4/19/25]
Jeff Hurd Community Engagement and Controversies
2023: Jeff Hurd Pledged To Be A Present And Responsive Elected Official According to The Denver Gazette, “They support our campaign because they know that as an elected official I pledge to be present in the district, listen and work hard for western and southern Colorado and deliver results to help our communities,” Hurd said in a statement to the Washington Examiner. [Denver Gazette, 11/4/23]
2024: Jeff Hurd Expressed Commitment To Transparency And Accessibility With Media And Constituents According to Montrose Daily Press, “Hurd said he hopes ‘to be open and accessible and responsive’ to the media, particularly local media outlets in the 3rd District, which he said are a great way to reach his constituents. He said he also plans to be accessible to his constituents, hosting town halls and answering their questions.” [Montrose Daily Press (Colorado), 12/28/24]
January 2025: Jeff Hurd Hosted Inauguration Viewing Party For District 3 Constituents According to FOX 31 KDVR (Denver), “Hurd, who is holding a representative’s office for the first time, held a live viewing party for District 3 constituents at his congressional office in D.C. […] ‘We know that many you traveled far and sacrificed a lot to be here for this, so our office would like to offer you all the opportunity to witness this historic day with us in our Capitol Hill Office,’ the congressman said on his personal X account.” [FOX 31 KDVR (Denver), 1/21/25]
January 2025: Jeff Hurd Celebrated Hosting Constituents During Trump’s Inauguration According to FOX 31 KDVR (Denver), “Later, on his official representative X account, Hurd celebrated the constituents who came to his office. ‘Office full of #CO03! It’s a pleasure to host constituents who have traveled thousands of miles to witness President Trump take the Oath of Office,’ Hurd wrote, sharing photos and videos of a room filled with individuals.” [FOX 31 KDVR (Denver), 1/21/25]
February 2025: Rally Organized Against Rep. Jeff Hurd, Trump Administration, And Elon Musk According to Montrose Daily Press, “the gathering packed the large church with people seated outside the main area and lined up against both inside walls.” The rally, named ‘Musk or Us,’ was referred to as a town hall where 3rd Congressional District Rep. Jeff Hurd was invited, and even though the rally was labeled ‘Musk or Us,’ Hurd was a frequent target of speakers. [Montrose Daily Press (Colorado), 2/24/25]
February 2025: Rep. Jeff Hurd Was Invited But Did Not Attend Grand Junction Rally According to Montrose Daily Press, “I wish our Representative (Hurd) were here today. I think he would say no to many of these things too, and I’d like to hear it from him.” [Montrose Daily Press (Colorado), 2/24/25]
February 2025: Rep. Jeff Hurd’s Office Declined To Comment On ‘Musk Or Us’ Rally According to Montrose Daily Press, “Rep. Hurd’s office declined to comment on the event.” [Montrose Daily Press (Colorado), 2/24/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd’s Regional Director Failed To Attend Scheduled Dolores Event According to The Journal, “An estimated 250 community members gathered Monday at the Dolores Public Library, eager to express their concerns to U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd’s regional director, Naomi Dobbs. She didn’t show up…Hurd previously skipped an event at the Dolores Public Library while campaigning for the 3rd Congressional District seat, and on Saturday declined an invitation to attend a town hall meeting in Grand Junction, his hometown. An estimated 400 people showed up.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/25/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd Was Criticized By Constituents For Not Meeting With Local Residents According to The Journal, “Cobbs expressed his frustration with the congressman touring the Aspen Airport and the new Amazon facility in Loveland, instead of meeting with constituents. ‘He’s out doing things, just nothing with regular people,’ said Cobbs.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/25/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd’s Office Planned To Receive Community Feedback Via Video Recording According to The Journal, “A community member recorded it all, and will share the video with Hurd’s office.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/25/25]
Jeff Hurd and Staff Meeting Absences
February 2025: Jeff Hurd Missed A Town Hall Meeting In Grand Junction According to The Journal, “Hurd previously skipped an event at the Dolores Public Library while campaigning for the 3rd Congressional District seat, and on Saturday declined an invitation to attend a town hall meeting in Grand Junction, his hometown. An estimated 400 people showed up.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/25/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd’s Regional Director Missed Dolores Public Library Meeting According to Durango Herald, “An estimated 250 community members gathered Monday at the Dolores Public Library, eager to express their concerns to U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd’s regional director, Naomi Dobbs. She didn’t show up. Hurd previously skipped an event at the Dolores Public Library while campaigning for the 3rd Congressional District seat, and on Saturday declined an invitation to attend a town hall meeting in Grand Junction, his hometown. An estimated 400 people showed up.” [Durango Herald, 2/25/25]
February 2025: Community Intended to Share Concerns with Jeff Hurd’s Office According to Durango Herald, “A community member recorded it all, and will share the video with Hurd’s office.” [Durango Herald, 2/25/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd’s Regional Director Departed Event After Seeing Large Crowd According to Durango Herald, “hundreds of people gathered at the Dolores Public Library to meet with Naomi Dobbs, Southwest Region director for Rep. Jeff Hurd, she was leaving town. Initially considered a no-show for the League of Women Voters event, Dobbs had in fact arrived, but left after seeing a crowd.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 2/26/25]
February 2025: Sheriff Offered Escort to Jeff Hurd’s Staffer at Dolores Public Library According to Durango Herald, “When Dobbs arrived Monday, Montezuma County Sheriff Steve Nowlin offered to escort her safely in and out of the library.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 2/26/25]
February 2025: Local League of Women Voters Attempted to Meet with Jeff Hurd’s Regional Director According to Durango Herald, “five members of the League offered to go to her office in Durango and meet with her there, so there was ‘maybe a misunderstanding about what the size of that meeting was like,’ Sheek said.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 2/26/25]
February 2025: Naomi Dobbs Represented Jeff Hurd at Dolores Public Library Event and Communicated Absence By Email According to Durango Herald, “Sheek said Dobbs sent a ‘vague’ email explaining that ‘under the circumstances,’ she decided to not attend and would be willing to work something out in the future.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 2/26/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd Was Represented By Regional Director At Dolores Event According to The Journal, “While hundreds of people gathered at the Dolores Public Library to meet with Naomi Dobbs, Southwest Region director for Rep. Jeff Hurd, she was leaving town.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/26/25]
February 2025: Jeff Hurd Did Not Attend Dolores Public Library Event In Person According to The Journal, “People gather outside the Dolores Public Library after the meeting room was filled to capacity on Monday as they awaited Rep. Jeff Hurd’s local representative.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 2/26/25]
March 2025: Hurd Responded To Concerns Over In-Person Town Halls According to Denver Post, “He also faced direct questions asking when he would host an in-person town hall. […] ‘I think it’s important for me to see folks face-to-face,’ Hurd said in response to a caller’s question. ‘What I would say is, I want to make sure that it’s a productive dialogue and that we’re talking about issues that I’m hearing from my constituents—and that we’re not devolving into political theater.’” [Denver Post: Web Edition Articles (Colorado), 3/16/25]
Jeff Hurd Constituent Engagement
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Expressed Openness To In-Person Meetings With Constituents According to Journal-Advocate, “‘I think it’s important for me to see folks face-to-face,’ Hurd said in response to a caller’s question. ‘What I would say is, I want to make sure that it’s a productive dialogue and that we’re talking about issues that I’m hearing from my constituents and that we’re not devolving into political theater.’” [Journal-Advocate, 3/16/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Acknowledged Importance Of In-Person Town Halls But Emphasized Productive Dialogue According to The Journal, “A caller from Grand Junction asked Hurd when he planned to hold an in-person town hall ‘to have a little bit more personable interaction.’ Hurd admitted it’s important to see people face-to-face, but said, ‘I want to make sure that it’s a productive dialogue and that we’re talking about the issues I’m hearing from my constituents and that we’re not devolving into political theater.’” [The Journal, 3/27/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Held A Telephone Town Hall While In Washington, D.C. According to Colorado Sun, “Freshman U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd, R-Grand Junction, held a telephone town hall in mid-March while he was in Washington, D.C. More than 7,00 people tuned in to hear him and his office said the questions were chosen randomly.” [Colorado Sun (Denver), 3/27/25]
March 2025: Jeff Hurd Acknowledged Importance Of In-Person Interaction With Constituents According to Colorado Sun, “A caller from Grand Junction asked Hurd when he planned to hold an in-person town hall ‘to have a little bit more personable interaction.’ Hurd admitted it’s important to see people face-to-face, but said, ‘I want to make sure that it’s a productive dialogue and that we’re talking about the issues I’m hearing from my constituents and that we’re not devolving into political theater.’” [Colorado Sun (Denver), 3/27/25]
April 2025: Holly Speaks Claimed Hurd Blocked Some Constituents From Telephone Town Hall Participation According to Delta County Independent, ‘Speaks said he held a telephone town hall, and she believes herself and other local callers were blocked from listening.’ [Delta County Independent (Colorado), 4/10/25]
April 2025: Indivisible Members Criticized Hurd Staff For Lack Of Responsiveness To Voters According to Delta County Independent, ‘She added even Hurd’s staff have been unresponsive to the voters, bringing up a February incident where Naomi Dobbs, Hurd’s Southwest Region director, left a League of Women Voters event in Dolores rather than addressing the crowd.’ [Delta County Independent (Colorado), 4/10/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Stopped To Engage With Protesters In Durango According to The Journal, ‘Outside the county board room after the meeting, Hurd was confronted by a group of at least 20 protesters holding signs. To the chagrin of his staff, he stopped to talk. “I’m Jeff,” he said, shaking hands and reading their signs aloud.’ [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 4/23/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Had Not Held An In-person Town Hall Since Taking Office According to Durango Herald, “The lawmaker has yet to hold an in-person town hall since taking office. That’s not unintentional.” [Durango Herald, 4/23/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Welcomed Protesters And Engaged In Discussion According to Durango Herald, “Outside the county board room after the meeting, Hurd was confronted by a group of at least 20 protesters holding signs. To the chagrin of his staff, he stopped to talk. ‘I’m Jeff,’ he said, shaking hands and reading their signs aloud.” [Durango Herald, 4/23/25]
April 2025: Demonstrators Marched To The Office Of U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd In Durango According to The Journal, “About 700 participants marched to 835 E. Second Ave., the Durango office of U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd, to continue demonstrating.” [The Journal, 4/19/25]
