Border Security and Enforcement
Summary
· Hurd repeatedly emphasized border security as his top legislative priority, which could open him to criticism if progress is slow or results remain unclear (Durango Herald, Denver Post).
· He supported completing the southern border wall but conditioned support to “where possible,” potentially attracting criticism from hardliners expecting full border wall completion (Montrose Daily Press).
· Hurd called for a daily cap on border crossings, a policy that could face logistical, humanitarian, and legal challenges, potentially exposing him to criticism from both moderates and progressives (The Journal).
· He signaled support for deporting violent criminals but withheld judgment on broader Trump immigration plans, which could alienate voters seeking stronger or clearer stances (Colorado Newsline, The Journal).
· Hurd criticized Colorado’s restrictions on ICE coordination, but his ability to influence state-level policies is limited, highlighting a gap between rhetoric and practical impact (Montrose Daily Press).
· He claimed improvement and “success” in securing the border while still facing ongoing issues of drug (fentanyl) smuggling through legal ports of entry, which could be interpreted as an overstatement or exposed by future incidents (CPR News, The Journal).
Focus on Southern Border
Border wall tours and observations
2024: Jeff Hurd Released Video Advocating For Border Security According to JeffHurdForColorado.com, “VIDEO: Secure Our Borders, Protect Our Communities.” [JeffHurdForColorado.com, 3/28/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Supported Completing Southern Border Wall And Expanding Legal Immigration According to CPR News, “Hurd has said he supports finishing construction on a southern border wall and increasing funding to border security. His campaign page notes support for legal immigration and ‘expanding opportunities for legal immigrants’ and he says the country’s asylum process needs reform.” [CPR News, 6/3/24]
2024: Hurd Prioritized Border Security As Top Legislative Issue According to Durango Herald, “Jeff Hurd: My top priority is securing the southern border of the United States. We must stop the flow of illegal immigration, drugs, and crime coming into our communities. Our federal government must enforce existing laws and give Border Patrol and law enforcement the resources and critical infrastructure necessary to apply those laws. Adequate funding exists to accomplish this priority and I will push hard to get federal agencies to effectively use it.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 6/18/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Proposed Setting A Daily Cap On Border Crossings According to Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO), “Taking it a step further, he said Hurd would like to see a cap on the number of border crossings that are allowed into the U.S. daily.” [Journal, The (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, CO), 9/19/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Supported Completing The Border Wall Where Possible According to Montrose Daily Press, “He also says that the border wall needs to be completed where possible: ‘It is not rational to talk about immigration reform or asylum reform without securing the border.’” [Montrose Daily Press, 10/23/24]
November 2024: Jeff Hurd Announced His Policy Priorities As Incoming U.S. Representative According to Denver Post, “‘I told voters — and I intend to follow up on that promise — that securing the border will be a top priority, growing our energy economy and protecting water and agriculture, so those are going to be my top priorities when I’m sworn in,’ said Hurd, an attorney in Grand Junction, in a phone interview.” [Denver Post, 11/7/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Planned To Focus On Border Security, Energy, And Water Issues For The 3rd District According to Montrose Daily Press, “Hurd said when he gets to Congress he will work to secure the border, grow the energy economy in the 3rd District, and protect Colorado’s water and agricultural resources.” [Montrose Daily Press (Colorado), 12/28/24]
January 2025: Jeff Hurd Supported Reinstating The Remain In Mexico Policy For Asylum Seekers According to The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), “Hurd said he supports reinstating the Remain in Mexico policy.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 1/29/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Traveled To U.S.-Mexico Border According to an editorial published in Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), “[Hurd] described […] his recent travel to the U.S.-Mexico border.” [Editorial - Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 3/18/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Joined Delegation Trip To U.S.-Mexico Border According to an opinion piece by Rep. Jeff Hurd in Durango Herald, “I recently joined Rep. Juan Ciscomani (R-AZ) and eight other freshmen members of Congress on a delegation trip to the U.S.-Mexico border. The purpose of our trip was to gain firsthand insight into the critical issues at our border, and how Congress can help address them.” [Rep. Jeff Hurd - Durango Herald, 4/6/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Took Nighttime Border Wall Tour With National Border Patrol Council According to an opinion piece by Rep. Jeff Hurd in Durango Herald, “In the evening, we took a nighttime tour of the border wall with members of the National Border Patrol Council, who highlighted the growing threat posed by Mexican cartels, particularly the danger they pose to national security.” [Rep. Jeff Hurd - Durango Herald, 4/6/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Claimed Success In Securing The Border According to The Journal, “Before the hourlong meeting wrapped up, Hurd mentioned that they’ve been successful in better securing the border, and reminded the commissioners that they have his phone number.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 4/22/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Reported Success In Securing The Border According to Durango Herald, ‘Before the hourlong meeting wrapped up, Hurd mentioned that they’ve been successful in better securing the border, and reminded the commissioners that they have his phone number.’ [Durango Herald, 4/22/25]
Concerns about Mexican cartels and national security
November 2024: Jeff Hurd Interpreted Election Results As A Mandate For Change And Border Security According to Montrose Daily Press, ‘Looking beyond District 3, to the national landscape and Trump’s commanding victory in the presidential race, Hurd said he read the election results as a sign that the country is looking to go in a different direction than that laid out by Democrats. “I think it’s a vote for change in our country, and folks recognize that we need to make sure that we are responsible in how we govern and that we’re securing the border, that we are growing our energy economy, and we’re doing all that we can to reduce the squeeze that I think the middle class is facing at the grocery store, at the gas pump and their electric bills,” Hurd said.’ [Montrose Daily Press, 11/7/24]
Approach to Illegal Immigration
Support for legal avenues and secure borders
2024: Jeff Hurd Addressed Fentanyl Smuggling At Legal Ports Of Entry According to CPR News, “Speaking about immigration to the Mesa County Republican Women’s group, he said funding to curb fentanyl distribution must be considered with increased border security […]. ‘FYI, most of that fentanyl is coming through legal ports of entry. We need to detect that better,’ he said.” [CPR News, 6/3/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Supported Legal Immigration And Increasing Visas According to The Durango Herald, “He supports legal immigration and would also like to see visas increased.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 9/19/24]
Preference for pragmatic solutions over showmanship
2024: Jeff Hurd Supported Deportation Of Criminals While Withholding Full Judgment On Trump Immigration Plans According to Colorado Newsline, ‘Certainly, I am in support of bringing to justice and deporting criminals, violent criminals. I think that needs to be a priority first and foremost,’ Hurd said. ‘Beyond that, I think we need to wait and see what exactly the Trump administration is proposing.’ [Colorado Newsline, 12/27/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Sought Daily Cap On Border Crossings Into The U.S. According to The Durango Herald, “Taking it a step further, he said Hurd would like to see a cap on the number of border crossings that are allowed into the U.S. daily.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 9/19/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Prioritized Deporting Violent Criminals Who Crossed The Border Illegally According to Montrose Daily Press, “‘We certainly need to focus on the violent criminals that are already here, which we know there are many and many are not in custody, so bringing them to justice and deporting them should be a top priority,’ Hurd explained.” [Montrose Daily Press, 10/23/24]
2024: Jeff Hurd Supported Deporting Criminals And Awaited Specific Trump Immigration Plans According to Montrose Daily Press, “‘Certainly, I am in support of bringing to justice and deporting criminals, violent criminals. I think that needs to be a priority first and foremost,’ Hurd said. ‘Beyond that, I think we need to wait and see what exactly the Trump administration is proposing.’” [Montrose Daily Press (Colorado), 12/28/24]
January 2025: Jeff Hurd Withheld Judgment On Trump’s Proposed Mass Deportations Pending Additional Details According to The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), “On Trump’s promised mass deportations, he said he would need to see the specifics of the operation before taking a stance.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 1/29/25]
January 2025: Jeff Hurd Prioritized Removing Dangerous Criminals In Immigration Enforcement According to The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), “‘I think certainly right now my focus, my priority is removing dangerous criminals who have violated the law and are a risk and a danger to their communities,’ he said. ‘I think that would be my highest priority, and I expect that’s going to be the same for the president as well, but the specifics beyond that, I guess we’ll have to see.’” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 1/29/25]
Support for Border Agents and Resources
Calls for increased resources for border enforcement
2024: Jeff Hurd Supported Increasing Funding For Border Security Technology According to The Durango Herald, “Hurd also supports increasing funding for border security technology, Bayer said.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 9/19/24]
2025: Jeff Hurd Criticized State-Level Restriction of ICE Coordination According to an opinion piece by Dennis Anderson in Montrose Daily Press, Hurd said, “I had a meeting with ICE in my office in Washington earlier this month and they explained to me how difficult it is to coordinate with law enforcement in Colorado, simply because of state laws that effectively handcuff immigration customs and enforcement when it comes to addressing individuals that are here illegally who are committing additional crimes.” [Dennis Anderson - Montrose Daily Press, 2/8/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Noted Difficulty for ICE to Temporarily House Detainees Under Current State Law According to an opinion piece by Dennis Anderson in Montrose Daily Press, Hurd stated, “the ability of ICE to contract with local counties to temporarily detain individuals who are on their way over to Denver is not possible under state law. So, it’s difficult for ICE to do its job here in western Colorado, in southern Colorado and the more rural parts of Colorado when they can’t coordinate with county jails and facilities to temporarily house detainees on their way to the ICE facility in Denver.” [Dennis Anderson - Montrose Daily Press, 2/8/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Stated Need For Congressional Support Of Border Agents According to an opinion piece by Rep. Jeff Hurd in Durango Herald, “These agents are on the front lines, often risking their lives to protect our borders and prevent illegal activity. I had the opportunity to hear from them directly about the unique challenges they face daily. They emphasized the need for Congress to provide consistent support to ensure they have the necessary resources and tools to combat illegal immigration and smuggling operations.” [Rep. Jeff Hurd - Durango Herald, 4/6/25]
2025: Jeff Hurd Asserted Congressional Priority On Border Security And Citizen Safety According to an opinion piece by Rep. Jeff Hurd in Durango Herald, “Supporting these brave men and women is essential to maintaining a secure and prosperous America, and it is critical that Congress continues to prioritize border security and the safety of American citizens.” [Rep. Jeff Hurd - Durango Herald, 4/6/25]
