Voting Rights and Electoral Policy
Summary
· Hurd’s opposition to ranked-choice voting and elimination of party primaries could alienate reform-minded and independent voters who support these changes for greater electoral representation (CPR News, Denver Gazette, Durango Herald)
· Expressed trust in Colorado’s election system but called for additional security measures, which could be interpreted as subtle alignment with election fraud concerns or dissatisfaction with current safeguards (CPR News)
· Strong support for the SAVE Act and prioritizing citizenship verification in voting could be cast as fueling unfounded fears about noncitizen voting, despite acknowledging a lack of evidence for such fraud (Durango Herald)
· Criticism from Colorado Republicans for condemning Trump’s January 6 pardons highlights Hurd’s vulnerability to attacks from his own party base, risking alienation from pro-Trump voters (Denver Post, The Journal)
· “Wait and see” approach on federal funding for voter registration changes may appear noncommittal, raising concerns about lack of proactive support for fair election access (Durango Herald)
Commitment to Fair Elections
Views on Election Integrity
2024: Jeff Hurd Expressed Confidence In The Election System’s Ability To Address Issues According to CPR News, Hurd said, “If there are issues that arise in the upcoming election, I expect that they’ll be investigated and resolved appropriately, and that’s something that we have to do, absolutely, in our democracy.” [CPR News, 6/3/24]
2024: Hurd Opposed Proposition 131 On Ranked-Choice Voting According to Denver Gazette, “While Hurd said he does not like talking about how he will vote in November, he has concerns about Proposition 131, which would implement ranked-choice voting in Colorado elections.” [Denver Gazette, 10/1/24]
October 2024: Hurd Expressed Concerns Over Ranked Choice Voting Affecting Voter Clarity According to Durango Herald, “When asked about an implementation of ranked choice voting in Colorado, Proposition 131, Hurd said he is worried that ranked choice voting in elections will confuse voters, but he did not specify exactly how he will vote on the initiative.” [Durango Herald (Colorado), 10/2/24]
11/5/24: Jeff Hurd Emphasized Importance Of Counting All Votes In Closely Contested Race According to Journal, ‘“As you all know, we do not have a final result tonight,” Hurd said in a speech in Grand Junction. “And while we may wish for a quick answer, it’s important to remember that our democratic process is built on the commitment to ensuring every vote is counted.”’ [Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 11/5/24]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Called The SAVE Act ‘Common Sense Legislation’ According to Durango Herald, “U.S. Rep. Jeff Hurd, R-Colo., called it ‘common sense legislation.’” [Durango Herald, 4/14/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Emphasized Need For Congressional Action Ensuring Only Citizens Vote In Federal Elections According to Durango Herald, ‘“I think it’s incumbent on us as Congress to ensure that those who are voting in federal elections are eligible to do so,” he said.’ [Durango Herald, 4/14/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Stated Noncitizen Voting Is Illegal But Did Not Confirm Existence Of Fraud Claims According to Durango Herald, “Hurd wouldn’t say whether he believes the claims, but acknowledged ‘various concerns’ and said the ‘fundamental issue’ is that noncitizen voting is illegal.” [Durango Herald, 4/14/25]
Jeff Hurd Opposed Ranked Choice Voting And Elimination Of Party Primaries In 2024 According to CPR News, “I plan to vote against the initiative. […] I believe ranked choice voting (RCV) comes with significant drawbacks. First, RCV can be confusing for voters, leading to unintended consequences and disenfranchisement. […] eliminating party primaries undermines the role of political parties […] election reforms should prioritize clarity, transparency, and simplicity, ensuring every vote counts as intended.” [CPR News, 10/14/24]
Hurd Generally Trusted Colorado’s Electoral System But Supported Further Election Security Improvements In 2024 According to CPR News, “Generally, yes, though I believe more can be done to advance efficient elections that are fair, transparent, and resistant to fraud. With respect to Colorado, County Clerks in the 3rd Congressional District have suggested ways to advance election security in Colorado. For example, we can improve the process for identifying and removing duplicate or outdated registrations on the voter rolls.” [CPR News, 10/14/24]
Support for Broad Voter Outreach
February 2025: Protestors Marched To Jeff Hurd’s Office In Pueblo According to Pueblo Chieftain, “Puebloans expressed opposition and anger with moves by President Donald Trump and Elon Musk to take away the rights of minorities and strip civil liberties nationwide Friday, marching from Colorado Senator Michael Bennett’s office to Colorado Third District Representative Jeff Hurd’s office.” [Pueblo Chieftain (Colorado), 2/10/25]
Engagement with Both Parties
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Said He Would Wait And See On Federal Funding For Voter Registration Changes According to Durango Herald, “Hurd said he would want to hear from county commissioners about the funding issue, but for now he’ll have ‘to wait and see.’” [Durango Herald, 4/14/25]
April 2025: Jeff Hurd Asserted Bill Allows State Flexibility To Work With Voters According to Durango Herald, ‘Hurd said he believes the bill provides sufficient “flexibility for states to work with individuals to ensure that they are eligible to vote.”’ [Durango Herald, 4/14/25]
Campaign Practices and Debates
Responses to Political Attacks
2025: Krista L. Kafer Reported Jeff Hurd Opposed Pardons for January 6 Offenders According to an opinion piece by Krista L. Kafer in Denver Post, “Thus far, only Congressman Jeff Hurd of the 3rd Congressional District has backed the blue. He said last month, ‘I’m deeply disappointed by the pardons for those who assaulted law enforcement officers and those who fought to stop the constitutional certification of the 2020 election.’” [Krista L. Kafer - Denver Post, 2/16/25]
2025: Krista L. Kafer Noted Colorado GOP Criticized Jeff Hurd for Condemning Pardons According to an opinion piece by Krista L. Kafer in Denver Post, “This week, the Colorado state GOP sniped at Hurd on Twitter for breaking with the largely silent Republican congressional contingent. Hurd didn’t get the memo: when it comes to Trump the GOP is soft-on-crime.” [Krista L. Kafer - Denver Post, 2/16/25]
2025: Krista Kafer Cited Jeff Hurd Opposed Pardons For January 6 Rioters According to an opinion piece by Krista Kafer in Denver Post, “Thus far, only Congressman Jeff Hurd of the 3rd Congressional District has backed the blue. He said last month, ‘I’m deeply disappointed by the pardons for those who assaulted law enforcement officers and those who fought to stop the constitutional certification of the 2020 election.’” [Krista Kafer - Denver Post: Web Edition Articles (Colorado), 2/17/25]
2025: Krista Kafer Noted Colorado GOP Criticized Jeff Hurd For Denouncing Pardons According to an opinion piece by Krista Kafer in Denver Post, “This week, the Colorado state GOP sniped at Hurd on Twitter for breaking with the largely silent Republican congressional contingent. Hurd didn’t get the memo: when it comes to Trump the GOP is soft-on-crime.” [Krista Kafer - Denver Post: Web Edition Articles (Colorado), 2/17/25]
January 2025: Jeff Hurd Expressed Disappointment In Trump Pardoning January 6th Participants According to The Journal, “In the first week of Trump’s term, Hurd said he was ‘deeply disappointed’ in the president’s decision to pardon individuals involved with the Jan. 6 attack on the Capitol.” [The Journal (Cortez, Dolores, Mancos, Colorado), 4/7/25]
