Engagement with Constituents, Advocacy Groups, and the Public
Summary
· Eli Crane has faced substantial criticism and protest from constituents and advocacy groups regarding his limited public engagement, appointment-only constituent meetings, and perceived unavailability, particularly in Northern Arizona (Arizona Daily Sun, KNAU).
· Numerous letter writers and local leaders have accused Crane of aligning with extreme right-wing and MAGA factions, spreading conspiracy theories, and supporting controversial Trump administration policies, leading to public demands for him to denounce figures associated with white supremacist views (Arizona Daily Sun, Arizona Daily Star).
· Crane has drawn national attention and condemnation, including from the Congressional Black Caucus and House leadership, for using the term “colored people” during a House floor debate, an incident for which he apologized and claimed to have misspoken (Casa Grande Dispatch, Arizona Republic, Phoenix New Times).
· In response to accusations of extremism and white supremacy, Crane has publicly rejected these labels, stating such claims are unfounded and politically motivated (Copper Courier).
· Questions about Crane’s connection to his district have arisen, with critics alleging he is more attentive to metropolitan areas and does not reside in nor fully understand the rural district’s concerns (Navajo Times, Arizona Daily Sun).
Relationship with Constituents in Arizona’s 2nd District
Receiving Feedback and Criticism
Eli Crane Rejected Accusations That He Was an Extremist or White Supremacist According to Copper Courier, ‘You know, they’re trying to link me with, you know, being an extremist, too radical for Arizona and even a white supremacist and a Nazi. And it’s just straight garbage. I don’t know about you. I don’t believe that,’ Crane said in an interview on The Jeff Oravits Show. ‘The people of Arizona, I don’t believe that the people of this country believe this nonsense anymore. You can only you can only be the boy that cried wolf crying, you know, white supremacist so many times before people start to wake up and realize that that’s all they can do, because they can’t talk about their successes.’ [Copper Courier, 9/2022]
2025: Crane Was Accused Of Hypocrisy Over Constituent Services Amid Federal Program Cuts According to KNAU, “Weissman says she believes it is ironic that Crane is using constituent services to help residents obtain their veterans’ or social security benefits while those programs are at risk of being cut. ‘We think it’s pretty hypocritical. That’s part of what we’re saying. He’s a coward, he’s a hypocrite, he’s not really for the people,’ Weissman says.” [KNAU, 3/25/25]
2023: Letter Writer Ann Hart Called Eli Crane a MAGA Extremist and Urged Him to Distance Himself from Paul Gosar According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “The newly elected Rep. Elijah Crane is a MAGA extremist. He aligns himself with Arizona Rep. Paul Gosar, whose continued support of right wing extremists and neo-Nazis such as Nick Feuntes is well documented, including having neo-Nazi Wade Searle on Gosar’s payroll. I want Crane to distance himself from Gosar and publicly condemn his continued employment of a white supremacist.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 5/21/23]
2023: Letter Writer Ann Hart Characterized Eli Crane as a MAGA Extremist According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “The newly elected Rep. Elijah Crane is a MAGA extremist. He aligns himself with Arizona Rep. Paul Gosar, whose continued support of right wing extremists and neo-Nazis such as Nick Feuntes is well documented, including having neo-Nazi Wade Searle on Gosar’s payroll.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 5/21/23]
2023: Letter Writer Ann Hart Urged Eli Crane to Condemn Paul Gosar’s Employment of White Supremacist According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “I want Crane to distance himself from Gosar and publicly condemn his continued employment of a white supremacist.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 5/21/23]
July 2023: Eli Crane Faced Calls For Apology From Congressional Black Caucus According to Arizona Daily Star, “The Congressional Black Caucus called the moment ‘shameful’ and ‘unconscionable’ in a tweet Thursday and said Crane should apologize to Beatty.” [Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 7/15/23]
July 2023: Eli Crane Issued Statement Saying He ‘Misspoke’ Regarding Offensive Term According to Arizona Republic, “Crane said in a written statement that he ‘misspoke’ and that all people are created equal. He has since not responded to The Arizona Republic’s follow-up requests for comment.” [Arizona Republic, 7/15/23]
July 2023: Eli Crane Used The Term ‘Colored People’ During House Floor Debate According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Reactions to Arizona Rep. Eli Crane’s use of the term ‘colored people’ during a House floor debate Thursday ranged from ‘utter shock’ to suggestions that it was a ‘dog whistle to white nationalists.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 7/18/23]
July 2023: Eli Crane Said He Misspoke And Attempted To Amend His Words To ‘People Of Color’ According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane, who unsuccessfully asked Thursday to amend his words to ‘people of color,’ was not available for an interview Friday. But his office issued a written statement.
‘In a heated floor debate on my amendment that would prohibit discrimination on the color of one’s skin in the Armed Forces, I misspoke,’ the statement said.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 7/18/23]
July 2023: House Speaker Kevin McCarthy Said Crane Misspoke But Language Was “Not Acceptable” According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “House Speaker Kevin McCarthy said he believed that Crane misspoke, but added Friday that the stricken language was ‘not acceptable.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 7/18/23]
July 2023: Congressional Black Caucus Called Crane’s Language “Shameful” And Urged Apology According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “The Congressional Black Caucus called the moment ‘shameful’ and ‘unconscionable’ in a tweet Thursday, and said Crane should apologize to Beatty.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 7/18/23]
July 2023: Arizona Democratic Party Stated Voters Would Hold Crane Accountable In 2024 According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “The Arizona Democratic Party said in an emailed statement Friday that voters ‘will hold Representative Crane accountable on the ballot in 2024.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 7/18/23]
2023: Letter Writer James Doyle Claimed Eli Crane Used Term ‘Colored People’ in House Debate According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “I listened as Eli Crane, Republican Representative from Arizona, during debate on the House floor used the term ‘colored people’ describing Black Americans. I was appalled when he tried to walk back his statement.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 7/21/23]
2024: Letter Writer Ryan Summers Claimed Eli Crane Declared Border Legislation Dead Before Reading It According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), “Arizona Congressmen Juan Ciscomani and Eli Crane were among those who declared this legislation dead before reading a single word of the bill. No surprise for Crane – he’s been a nonstop supporter of the most extreme far right in Congress.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 2/9/24]
2024: Letter Writer Ryan Summers Stated Eli Crane Supported Far-Right Faction in Congress According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), “No surprise for Crane – he’s been a nonstop supporter of the most extreme far right in Congress.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 2/9/24]
2024: Jonathan Nez Accused Eli Crane Of Not Living In The District He Represents According to Navajo Times, ‘He (Rep. Eli Crane) doesn’t even live in the district. He lives in Oro Valley, just north of Tucson. And he doesn’t really understand our district because he was handpicked by Trump two years ago to run for office,’ said Nez on Tuesday evening. [Navajo Times, 8/1/24]
2024: Earl L. Sombrero Asserted Eli Crane Lacked Experience In Rural Issues According to Navajo Times, ‘Sombrero affirmed the Republican incumbent did not have the experience to understand rural issues impacting Arizona citizens.’ [Navajo Times, 8/1/24]
February 2025: Jonathan Nez Criticized Eli Crane For Not Opposing Federal Staffing Cuts Affecting Veterans And Native American Communities According to Navajo Times, “Nez also took aim at several political figures for their silence on the cuts. He specifically criticized Congressman Eli Crane, who has positioned himself as a strong advocate for veterans but has not opposed the reductions. ‘Eli Crane said he was going to fight for veterans, yet he enabled the current administration to drive up costs on average Americans - including veterans - and cut vital resources for them,’ Nez wrote.” [Navajo Times (Window Rock, Arizona), 2/20/25]
February 2025: Navajo Times Reported Eli Crane Did Not Respond To Requests For Comment On Staffing Cuts According to Navajo Times, “The Navajo Times reached out to Crane on Feb. 18 but didn’t respond as of press time Wednesday, Feb. 19.” [Navajo Times (Window Rock, Arizona), 2/20/25]
2025: Crane Was Described As Unavailable To Northern Arizona Constituents According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Another protester, Artec Durham, said Crane has ‘basically become unavailable to his constituents in northern Arizona.’” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
March 2025: Flagstaff Residents Protested Crane’s Community Engagement And Trump Support According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Some Flagstaff residents participated in a protest targeting Crane on March 24, complaining that the congressman had not adequately engaged with community concerns and challenging his support for President Donald Trump’s policies.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 4/8/25]
July 2023: Eli Crane Used The Term “Colored People” While Referring to African Americans According to Phoenix New Times, “Crane’s most famous flub occurred in July when he referred to African Americans as ‘colored people’ — though he later admitted he had misspoken.” [Phoenix New Times, 10/3/23]
Public Meetings and Events with Constituents
2025: Crane Has Supported Trump Administration Policies According To Protesters According to KNAU, “‘While we’re supportive of constituent services, we want him to show up here and have a town hall, cause we want him to answer for all the horrible things that the Trump administration is doing, that he supports,’ Weissman says.” [KNAU, 3/25/25]
2024: Earl L. Sombrero Characterized Eli Crane As Metropolitan In Focus According to Navajo Times, ‘Eli (Crane) is pretty much more metropolitan, has more ideas and understandings of those types of areas,’ said Sombrero. [Navajo Times, 8/1/24]
2024: Eli Crane Addressed Press At Kari Lake Rally On August 8 According to Arizona Republic, “Arizona Representative Eli Crane addresses members of the press at a rally for Kari Lake in Chandler on Aug. 8.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 8/20/24]
2024: Eli Crane Criticized Opponent Jonathan Nez And Expressed Support For Trump Policies On Social Media According to Florence Reminder and Blade-Tribune, “Crane did not respond to multiple interview requests from the Arizona Mirror, but he has expressed his opinions about his opponent in the CD2 race on the social media platform X, formerly Twitter. ‘A majority of #AZ02 stands with President Trump. They want lower inflation, a secure border and fewer wars,’ Crane wrote in a post on X. ‘Yet my liberal opponent rejects the will of rural Arizona and stands with Kamala Harris. A vote for Jonathan Nez is a vote for more inflation and more open borders.’” [Florence Reminder and Blade-Tribune, 11/1/24]
Eli Crane Met With Flagstaff Groups But Rarely Visited According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Since his first victory, Crane has visited Flagstaff at least a handful of times, meeting with Northern Arizona University’s president, the Flagstaff Republican Women and the Flagstaff Chamber of Commerce. He spoke at the opening of a local Trump campaign field office in September 2024.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
Protesters Reported Difficulty Scheduling Meetings With Eli Crane’s Staff According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Toni Prothero, too, said she had attempted unsuccessfully to schedule a meeting with Crane’s staff. She was told that they were only meeting with constituents who needed help with ongoing casework at federal agencies.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
Eli Crane Announced April 2025 Tele-Town Hall From Capitol Hill According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Eli Crane, who represents Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House of Representatives, will hold a telephonic town hall from Washington, D.C., at 5 p.m. Arizona time on Wednesday, April 9.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 4/8/25]
Crane Staffers Held Appointment-Only Constituent Meetings In March 2025 According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Crane staffers were holding appointment-only meetings for constituents with federal agency casework issues at the downtown Flagstaff library that day.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 4/8/25]
Building Grassroots Support
2024: Former Arizona House Speaker Andy Tobin Commented On Eli Crane Finding Support With Constituents According to Arizona Republic, ‘Oftentimes, freshmen find that they’re left behind, and are trying to struggle to find their place. I think Eli has found his place,’ said Andy Tobin, a former Arizona House speaker […] ‘Instead of with leadership in the legislature, he has found his home, really, in the hearts of his constituents.’” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 8/20/24]
Engagement with Advocacy and Interest Groups
Support and Criticism from GOP-Linked Groups
2022: Eli Crane Was Endorsed by National Border Patrol Council According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Washington Times, “I am also the only candidate in the race endorsed by the National Border Patrol Council.” [Eli Crane - Washington Times, 7/24/22]
Media Engagement and Public Image
Social Media Presence and Messaging
2024: Eli Crane Promoted Conspiracies About Attempted Assassination Of Trump According to KNAU, “the former military sniper recently conducted his own unofficial ‘investigation’ into the July assassination attempt on Trump. He made multiple visits to the Pennsylvania site and promoted conspiracies that claim it was an inside job or carried out by more than one person, including during a recent interview with the far-right network Real America’s Voice. ‘I don’t put it past some of the people in our government — their willingness to do anything to get rid of President Donald Trump,’ Crane said.” [KNAU, 10/29/24]
August 2023: Cronkite News Reported Eli Crane Joined Threads Platform According to Cronkite News, “Rep. Eli Crane, R-Oro Valley, and Rep. Juan Ciscomani, R-Tucson, have joined the Threads app, but Ciscomani has not posted anything and Crane has only reposted a news story from a month ago.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 8/2/23]
Criticism from Local Media Outlets
2023: Eli Crane Used Term ‘Colored People’ Referring To Black Americans In House Debate According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “I listened as Eli Crane, Republican representative from Arizona, during debate on the House floor, used the term ‘colored people’ describing Black Americans. I was appalled when he tried to walk back his statement.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 7/21/23]
2023: Letter Writer James Doyle Criticized Eli Crane’s Use of ‘Colored People’ on House Floor According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “I listened as Eli Crane, Republican representative from Arizona, during debate on the House floor, used the term ‘colored people’ describing Black Americans. I was appalled when he tried to walk back his statement.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 7/21/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Alleged Eli Crane Spread Conspiracy Theories According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “Endorsed by Trump, he then spread conspiracy theories before and after his election.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Claimed Eli Crane Spread Conspiracy Theories According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “Endorsed by Trump, he then spread conspiracy theories before and after his election.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Claimed Eli Crane Spread Conspiracy Theories Before and After Election According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “Endorsed by Trump, he then spread conspiracy theories before and after his election.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
Responses to Letters and Editorials
2023: Letter Writer James Doyle Alleged That Eli Crane’s Statement Reflected His True Views According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “It is well-founded that when someone is speaking from the heart that their true feelings are expressed. I believe this makes Crane a racist. I am ashamed to have him represent the people of Arizona, as should all Arizonans.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 7/21/23]
2023: Letter Writer Ralph Atchue Criticized Eli Crane for Voting for Jim Jordan and Mike Johnson as House Speaker According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “What Jim and Mike also have in common is that both Eli Crane (CD2) and Juan Ciscomani (CD6) voted for each of them and by extension share their policy views.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/31/23]
2023: Letter Writer Ralph Atchue Associated Eli Crane With Extreme Right-Wing Positions According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “No surprise about Crane’s ties to the most extreme right wing […] Every vote for Crane and Ciscomani is a vote to keep the radical anti-democracy fringe of the GOP in charge.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/31/23]
