Foreign Policy Positions
Summary
· Eli Crane has consistently voiced strong nationalist views, framing foreign policy debates as a divide between globalists and nationalists, and emphasizing U.S. national sovereignty (Copper Courier).
· He is a vocal supporter of Israel, backing U.S. aid following the 2023 Hamas attacks, visiting sites affected by the October 7 attack, meeting Israeli leaders, and describing the U.S.-Israel relationship as a “blessing to the world” (Arizona Republic, Geneastar).
· Crane is skeptical of extensive U.S. foreign aid and military engagements, voting to withdraw U.S. troops from Syria and opposing the Tibet-China Dispute Act, and criticizing additional foreign aid as “American Last Agenda” (Vote Smart, Arizona Republic).
· He has drawn attention for characterizing the Russian invasion of Ukraine as “a land dispute,” expressing skepticism about U.S. aid to Ukraine, and responding sarcastically when Russia sanctioned him in 2023 (Arizona Daily Star, Casa Grande Dispatch).
· Potential vulnerability: His rhetoric regarding Ukraine (“a land dispute”) and skepticism of aid, along with being sanctioned by Russia, could be used to question his commitment to supporting U.S. allies and posture against authoritarian regimes (Arizona Republic, Arizona Daily Star).
· Crane frequently aligns his foreign policy with former President Trump, signaling an intent to pursue “peace through strength,” border security, and America-first policies (Casa Grande Dispatch).
Approach to International Organizations and Treaties
Views on U.S. Global Commitments
August 2022: Crane Expressed Sympathy For Nationalism In Radio Interview According to Copper Courier, “In a Aug. 25 interview on The Seth Leibsohn Show on 960 The Patriot radio in Phoenix, he said that he is sympathetic to nationalism: ‘This fight is, you know, it’s starting to shift a little bit from Democrat versus Republican, you know, to globalists versus nationalists, people that believe that we should be able to have national sovereignty, and people that, you know, don’t want any country to have borders.’” [Copper Courier, 11/7/22]
Position on International Agreements
June 2024: Eli Crane Voted Nay On S 138, Promoting A Resolution To The Tibet-China Dispute Act According to Vote Smart, “Vote: Eli Crane voted Nay (Passage) - S 138 - Promoting a Resolution to the Tibet-China Dispute Act”. [Vote Smart, 6/12/24]
Positions on Defense and Military Policy
Stance on U.S. Military Engagements
2023: Eli Crane Was Among 47 Republicans To Vote For U.S. Troop Withdrawal From Syria According to Geneastar, “In 2023, Crane was among 47 Republicans to vote in favor of H.Con.Res. 21, which directed President Joe Biden to remove U.S. troops from Syria within 180 days.” [Geneastar, 1/1/23]
2023: Eli Crane Voted Yea On Resolution To Remove U.S. Armed Forces From Syria According to GovTrack, “Crane voted Yea” on H.Con.Res. 30: Directing the President, pursuant to section 5(c) of the War Powers Resolution, to remove all United States Armed Forces from Syria (Apr 27, 2023). [GovTrack.us, 1/13/25]
2023: Letter Writer Shane Lindstrom Asserted Eli Crane Called Russian Invasion of Ukraine ‘a Land Dispute’ According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “our representative Eli Crane calls the deadly conflict involving the Russian invasion of Ukraine, ‘a land dispute in Eastern Europe’?!” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 12/10/23]
2023: Letter Writer Shane Lindstrom Quoted Eli Crane Describing Russian Invasion of Ukraine as ‘a Land Dispute’ According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “our representative Eli Crane calls the deadly conflict involving the Russian invasion of Ukraine ‘a land dispute in Eastern Europe’?!” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 12/10/23]
2023: Letter Writer Shane Lindstrom Quoted Eli Crane Calling Russia’s War in Ukraine ‘a Land Dispute’ According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “Am I the only one that is totally confused (but not surprised) that our representative Eli Crane calls the deadly conflict involving the Russian invasion of Ukraine ‘a land dispute in Eastern Europe’?!” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 12/10/23]
2024: Crane Expressed Focus On Collaboration With Donald Trump According to Casa Grande Dispatch, ‘Crane said that he is “laser-focused on working with President (Donald) Trump to lower inflation, secure the border and return to peace through strength.”’ [Casa Grande Dispatch (Arizona), 11/12/24]
Support for Defense Department Funding
2023: Eli Crane Voted To Support Israel After The Hamas Attack According to Geneastar, “Crane voted to provide Israel with support following the 2023 Hamas attack on Israel.” [Geneastar, 1/1/23]
April 2023: Crane Credited Israeli Military And Medical Technology For Saving Lives According to Arizona Republic, “Israeli military technology has been utilized by our own military to save countless lives. Medical technology developed in Israel has revolutionized medicine and given a second chance at life to people around the world,” he wrote. [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 6/8/23]
Votes on Military Aid (e.g., Ukraine)
May 2023: Eli Crane Referenced U.S. Skepticism About Aid To Ukraine After Ban According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane quote tweeted a reporter noting Crane signing on to a April 20, 2023 letter expressing skepticism about U.S. aid to Ukraine only to be sanctioned the next month with a gif of actor Leonardo DiCaprio giving a toast adding, ‘Well played Russia, well played.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 5/24/23]
May 2023: Eli Crane Publicly Responded To Russian Sanction According to Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), “Crane quote tweeted a reporter noting Crane signing on to a April 20, 2023 letter expressing skepticism about U.S. aid to Ukraine only to be sanctioned the next month with a gif of actor Leonardo DiCaprio giving a toast adding, ‘Well played Russia, well played.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 5/25/23]
April 2024: Eli Crane Criticized Johnson’s Foreign-Aid Package As Part Of The ‘American Last Agenda’ According to Arizona Republic, “Both Biggs and Crane expressed disappointment with the passing of Johnson’s foreign-aid package. Crane called the legislation a part of the ‘American Last Agenda’ on X on Friday.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/20/24]
Relations with Key Countries and Regions
Stance on U.S.-Mexico Border Security
Russia Barred Eli Crane From Entering The Country In May 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “Gov. Katie Hobbs, U.S. Rep. Eli Crane and Arizona State University President Michael Crow are among 500 people who Russia announced over the weekend are permanently barred from entering the country.” [Arizona Republic, 5/24/23]
Eli Crane Responded Sarcastically To Russia Banning Him In May 2023 According to Arizona Republic, ‘I guess I have to cancel my summer vacation plans now,’ Crane, R-Ariz., said sarcastically Monday in response to the news. [Arizona Republic, 5/24/23]
Russia Included 500 Americans On Its May 2023 Ban List, Including Eli Crane According to Arizona Republic, “Russia updated its lengthy list of people prohibited from entry in response to sanctions from the Biden administration.” [Arizona Republic, 5/24/23]
Eli Crane Was Listed As No. 187 On Russia’s Updated Ban List In May 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “Crane is 187 on the new list of 500 additional people barred from entry.” [Arizona Republic, 5/24/23]
May 2023: Russia Banned U.S. Rep. Eli Crane From Entering Country According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Hobbs, along with U.S. Rep. Eli Crane and ASU President Michael Crow, was added by the Russian government to a list that now includes over 1,300 people who are prohibited from ever stepping foot in the country.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 5/24/23]
May 2023: Russian Government Banned Eli Crane From Entering Russia According to Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), “Hobbs, along with U.S. Rep. Eli Crane and ASU President Michael Crow, was added by the Russian government to a list that now includes over 1,300 people who are prohibited from ever stepping foot in the country.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 5/25/23]
October 2023: Rep. Eli Crane Blamed Biden Administration’s $6 Billion Release To Iran For Hamas Attack On Israel According to Arizona Republic, “Rep. Eli Crane, R-Ariz., pointed to the Biden administration’s recent decision to release $6 billion in frozen assets to Iran as part of a prisoner swap. His office characterized the violence as ‘an onslaught of genocidal attacks from Iranian-backed terrorists.’ ‘On September 11, 2023, Joe Biden and his administration unchained $6 billion for use by the Islamic Republic of Iran with no accountability,’ Crane said in a written statement. ‘Iran is an active financier of terror groups, including Hamas and Hezbollah, directly fueling vicious attacks against the innocent.’” [Arizona Republic, 10/9/23]
October 2023: Rep. Eli Crane Supported Israel’s Right To Defend Itself Against Hamas According to Arizona Republic, “Crane went on to say Israel ‘has every right to defend itself and respond with overwhelming force to ensure the barbarism of today’s events are never repeated.’” [Arizona Republic, 10/9/23]
Views on U.S. Global Commitments
April 2023: Crane Described The U.S.-Israel Relationship As A ‘Blessing To The World’ According to Arizona Republic, “In an op-ed essay published in April by Breitbart, Crane called the U.S.-Israel relationship a ‘blessing to the world.’” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 6/8/23]
Stance on U.S.-Ukraine Relations
April 2024: Eli Crane Visited Israel After World Central Kitchen Airstrike According to Arizona Republic, “Reps. Juan Ciscomani and Eli Crane traveled to Israel after an Israeli airstrike killed aid workers trying to get food into Gaza as a humanitarian crisis is unfolding in the region.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/16/24]
Position on U.S.-Mexico Border Security
April 2024: Eli Crane Visited Sites of October 7 Hamas Attack in Israel According to Arizona Republic, “The two Republican freshman House members from Arizona visited the sites of the Oct. 7 Hamas attack, including the Nova Music Festival, and religious sites, such as the Western Wall.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/16/24]
April 2024: Eli Crane Met With Israeli Political Leaders During Israel Visit According to Arizona Republic, “They also heard from families of former Hamas hostages and met with Israel’s political leaders, President Isaac Herzog and Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/16/24]
