Defense Policy Philosophy and Committee Influence
Summary
· Eli Crane’s emphasis on military standards over diversity could alienate voters who prioritize inclusion and representation in the armed forces (NBC News).
· The proposed amendment to prohibit considering race, gender, religion, or ideology in military decisions may be viewed as minimizing the importance of diversity and equity in the Defense Department (NBC News).
· Public focus on China’s and Russia’s military build-up could be seen as alarmist or overly hawkish by some constituents (KNST AM 790).
· The narrow House vote (214-210) on Crane’s amendment highlights a lack of broad bipartisan support, which may indicate political isolation or vulnerability on defense issues (NBC News).
Political Alliances and Defense Stance
House Freedom Caucus membership
2021: Eli Crane Expressed Concern About China and Russia’s Military Capabilities In an interview with KNST AM 790, Eli Crane said, “China and Russia are building up their militaries at an alarming rate, and we need to take this threat seriously if we want to protect our national security.” [Interview - Eli Crane with KNST AM 790, 12/1/21]
Endorsement of America First defense principles
July 13, 2023: Eli Crane Characterized Military’s Strength As Standards, Not Diversity According to NBC News, “‘The military was never intended to be, you know, inclusive. Its strength is not its diversity. Its strength is its standards,’ said Crane, 43, a combat veteran.” [NBC News, 7/14/23]
Approach to Defense Oversight and Legislation
Committee assignments affecting defense
July 13, 2023: Eli Crane Proposed Amendment To Defense Bill To Prohibit Certain Considerations In Military Decisions According to NBC News, “Crane said his amendment would prohibit the Defense Department from considering race, gender, religion, political affiliations or ‘any other ideological concepts’ as the sole basis for recruitment training, education, promotion or retention decisions.” [NBC News, 7/14/23]
July 13, 2023: The House Adopted Eli Crane’s Amendment In 214-210 Vote According to NBC News, “The House adopted Crane’s amendment Thursday night in a 214-210 vote.” [NBC News, 7/14/23]
