Key Policy Positions and Political Actions
Summary
· Consistent focus on border issues, fentanyl, and “cultural Marxism” may align with partisan or divisive rhetoric, risking alienation of moderate voters (InMaricopa, KJZZ)
· Emphasis on “election integrity” and retweeting Stop the Steal symbolism connects Crane to election denial and January 6th associations, which could damage credibility with mainstream constituents (Phoenix New Times)
· Publicly stating the U.S. faces greater internal than external threats could be seen as undermining national unity or prioritizing partisan grievances (Press Release - Eli Crane for Congress)
· Harsh criticism of the Biden administration, including claims of “collapse” and “corrupt and abusive government,” could be viewed as extreme or hyperbolic by moderate voters (Press Release - Eli Crane for Congress)
· Characterizing Trump’s criminal trial as “weaponized justice system” and “election interference” could further entrench perceptions of partisanship and willingness to undermine judicial institutions (Phoenix New Times)
Immigration and Border Security
Top priority issue: immigration
2022: Eli Crane Expressed Concern About U.S. Border, Economy, And Culture According to InMaricopa, “I’m just concerned about this country, what I see going on at the border, what I see in our economy, the fact we’ve had an avowed socialist come in arguably in the top four of the last couple of presidential cycles, the fact I see cultural Marxism in the major institutions that we have — from the media, to Big Tech, academia, even now our military. It really concerns me.” [InMaricopa, 10/14/22]
2022: Eli Crane Highlighted Border Security And Fentanyl As Campaign Issues According to KJZZ, “Another issue Crane…pushed on the podcast was border security. ‘We have fentanyl, and drugs coming over that southern border, we have human trafficking coming over that southern border,’ Crane said.” [KJZZ, 9/30/22]
Eli Crane Identified Election Integrity And Border Security As Top Issues In 2021 According to Arizona Republic, “Crane said Tuesday during an appearance on Fox News that his top issues are election integrity and border security.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 7/22/21]
Campaign messaging and media coverage
2021: Eli Crane Criticized Biden Administration On Border, Afghanistan, And Economy According to a press release from Eli Crane for Congress, “Arizonans have been failed by the Biden Administration at the border, in Afghanistan, and on the economy. We have seen America’s standing in the world collapse. Every day, I hear from Arizonans who value freedom and want leaders who have the integrity and courage to stand up to tyranny from a corrupt and abusive government.” [Press Release - Eli Crane for Congress, 10/7/21]
Eli Crane Has Been Outspoken Against Illicit Drugs As Of 2024 According to Arizona Mirror, “Crane has been outspoken in his stance against illicit drugs, often tying the ongoing fentanyl crisis to the border.” [Arizona Mirror, 4/25/24]
Election Integrity and Voting Policy
Proposals to end early voting and hand counts
2021: Eli Crane Stated Greatest Threat To U.S. Freedoms Is Now Internal According to a press release from Eli Crane for Congress, “As someone who has put his life on the line to protect and defend this country and our Constitution, Eli understands that the greatest threat to our freedoms is no longer external – it’s right here at home.” [Press Release - Eli Crane for Congress, 10/7/21]
Public opinion, letters, and editorials
May 2024: Eli Crane Claimed Trump Trial Was ‘Weaponized’ Justice System And Election Interference According to Phoenix New Times, “Crane, who represents Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District, tweeted that ‘they weaponized our justice system’ […] and that the trial was ‘election interference.’” [Phoenix New Times, 5/30/24]
May 2024: Eli Crane Retweeted Upside-Down Flag Associated With ‘Stop The Steal’ Movement According to Phoenix New Times, “He also, without any apparent irony intended, retweeted an image of an upside-down American flag—a distress signal adopted by the Stop the Steal movement and Jan. 6 rioters who attempted to overthrow the 2020 election.” [Phoenix New Times, 5/30/24]
