Constituent Relations, Public Image, and Campaigns
Summary
· Eli Crane has prioritized veteran outreach and recognition, frequently attending veteran events and ceremonies, emphasizing veterans’ issues as a top priority during his time in office (Casa Grande Dispatch, The Coolidge Examiner).
· He maintains a combative, “scorched-earth” public image, often aligning with hardline conservatives, splitting with GOP leadership, and positioning himself as an anti-establishment figure who pledges to fight Washington’s status quo (Arizona Republic, Casa Grande Dispatch).
· Crane has achieved notable campaign fundraising success, having reported record-breaking grassroots donations and holding a substantial financial advantage over challengers (GunsAmerica, Maricopa Monitor).
· He has faced sustained criticism from constituents and opponents regarding limited direct engagement, including rarely holding public town halls, perceived absence during regional crises, and a pattern of sending staff instead of appearing in person in parts of his large district (Arizona Daily Sun, KNAU, Arizona Republic).
· His leadership style and policy decisions have proven divisive, with some praising his promise-keeping and advocacy for fiscal reform while others label him inexperienced or too extreme, and data shows low rankings in bipartisan engagement and legislative leadership (Navajo Times, Common Ground Scorecard, GovTrack).
Campaigns, Fundraising, and Media Engagement
Fundraising milestones and records
2021: Eli Crane Reported Raising More Campaign Money Than Any Other Challenger in Arizona History for the Quarter In an interview with GunsAmerica, Eli Crane said, “I’ve raised more money for my campaign in this quarter than any other challenger in Arizona history, and most of my money has come from small, grassroots-level donations.” [Interview - Eli Crane with GunsAmerica, 11/2/21]
Crane Raised Nearly $4 Million For 2024 Primary By March According to Maricopa Monitor, “Apart from other advantages of incumbency, Crane holds a commanding financial edge. Through the end of March, he’d raised nearly $4 million to Smith’s $1,350, FEC records show.” [Maricopa Monitor (AZ), 6/24/24]
Advertising and media criticism
March 2023: Eli Crane Stated The Podcast Intended To Shed Light On Congressional Battles According to The Arizona Republic, “‘This is an opportunity for us to shed light on the battles we face in Congress as we fight to serve the people who sent us to represent them,’ Crane told The Arizona Republic in a written statement.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 3/16/23]
June 2023: Eli Crane Did Not Publicly Respond To Questions About House Vote According to Cronkite News, “Neither Biggs nor Crane responded to repeated requests for comment on the vote. Their only public statements were tweets they posted this week.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 6/10/23]
June 2023: Eli Crane Did Not Respond To Media Requests For Comment About Procedural Vote According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Neither Biggs nor Crane responded to repeated requests for comment on the vote. Their only public statements were tweets they posted this week.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 6/12/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Said He Does Not Want To Become A ‘Beltway’ Politician According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane said he needs to be out with his constituents and not become a ‘Beltway’ politician who in his opinion becomes out of touch with their community.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/17/23]
April 2024: Former McCarthy-Linked Group Ran Ads Targeting Eli Crane According to Arizona Republic, “A nonprofit linked to former House Speaker Kevin McCarthy is running ads against Rep. Eli Crane, a freshman member of Congress who last year voted to oust McCarthy from the GOP’s top House leadership post.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/21/24]
April 2024: Crane’s Campaign Acknowledged $250,000 Ad Buy Against Him According to Arizona Republic, “Zach Kahler, a spokesperson for Crane’s campaign, confirmed Tuesday evening that the campaign was aware of the ad buy, which it said is worth a quarter of a million dollars.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/21/24]
Protesters Criticized Eli Crane For Supporting Federal Cuts And DOGE-led Firings According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Marie Sansone, was angered by Crane’s support for the ‘Department of Government Efficiency’ (DOGE), which has spearheaded firings and budget cuts across a swathe of federal departments and agencies under the direction of Elon Musk.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
Crane’s Office Outlined Constitutional Priorities And Trump Administration Engagement In April 2025 Event According to Arizona Daily Sun, “An announcement from the congressman’s office stated Crane will be ‘providing an update from Capitol Hill, discussing his priorities with the Trump administration, recent legislative wins and answering your questions.’” [Arizona Daily Sun, 4/8/25]
Public Perception and Endorsements
Public opinion, letters, and editorials
2022: Copper Courier Reported Crane Rejected ‘Extremist’ Label According to Copper Courier, “Eli Crane, an Arizona congressional candidate, claims his opponents are falsely smearing him as a right-wing ‘extremist.’ But in multiple interviews, he has openly embraced principles that are core components of far-right or even fascist ideology.” [Copper Courier, 11/7/22]
2022: Crane Dismissed Accusations Of Fascism And White Supremacy According to Copper Courier, “Crane has claimed that the critiques of him go too far, and baselessly smear him as a fascist.” The publication quoted Crane stating, “You know, they’re trying to link me with, you know, being an extremist, too radical for Arizona and even a white supremacist and a Nazi. And it’s just straight garbage.” [Copper Courier, 11/7/22]
January 2023: Eli Crane Withheld Support In House Speaker Vote For McCarthy According to Arizona Republic, “He was one of the holdouts back in January that forced McCarthy to face 15 rounds of voting before he landed the speaker position, with Crane and fellow Rep. Andy Biggs, R-Ariz., simply voting ‘present’ on the final vote.” [Arizona Republic, 10/4/23]
2024: Eli Crane Claimed He Opposed Corruption in Congress According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Pinal Central, “As I turn towards the end of my first term in Congress, I’m so grateful to fight on behalf of some of America’s most engaged and sophisticated voters. Unfortunately, I spend most of my time in DC and one of my biggest takeaways is that the elites of this country don’t respect you. They promise you one thing on the campaign trail and then do the opposite behind your backs.” [Eli Crane - Pinal Central, 5/24/24]
2024: Eli Crane Criticized National Elites for Deceptive Behavior and Gaslighting According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Pinal Central, “The widely held assumption is that they can get away with it because everyday Americans won’t know the difference. Put simply, they think you’re stupid. Their deceptive behavior and election year gaslighting is how we’ve managed to accumulate a national debt of close to $35 trillion dollars, an invasion being streamlined through our southern border, and chaos around the world.” [Eli Crane - Pinal Central, 5/24/24]
2023: Associated Press Reported Eli Crane Was Among The Eight Republicans Who Voted To Oust Speaker Kevin McCarthy According to Associated Press, “Crane was among eight U.S. House Republicans nationally who voted to oust Rep. Kevin McCarthy as House speaker in 2023.” [US News, 11/9/24]
January 2023: Eli Crane Justified His Voting Record In Written Statement According to Arizona Republic, ‘“Following the election, while deals were being made in Washington, I traveled across the district talking to the people that I will now represent,” Crane said Friday in a written statement. “I will never apologize for keeping my promises to the residents of Arizona’s 2nd District. … Speaker McCarthy, I look forward to serving in the 118th Congress.”’ [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 1/8/23]
2023: Letter Writer Bill Tanner Claimed Eli Crane Secured House GOP Concessions According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane was one of a handful of House members to secure important concessions from Speaker McCarthy, concessions that reflect real reform in the House of Representatives.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch, 1/16/23]
2023: Letter Writer Bill Tanner Stated Eli Crane Supported Fiscal Responsibility in Congress According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane was instrumental in working to move the House GOP Conference in a different, more fiscally responsible, direction.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch, 1/16/23]
2023: Letter Writer Bill Tanner Credited Eli Crane for Supporting House Procedural Reforms According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “A single member can move to ‘vacate the chair,’ [the] establishment of a House committee to investigate the ‘weaponization’ of various federal agencies, ‘open rules’ on spending measures and a return to normal business that includes appropriations bills, taking a hard line on the ballooning debt limit, caps on discretionary spending, [and] floor votes on issues including term limits and border security.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch, 1/16/23]
2023: Letter Writer Bill Tanner Stated Eli Crane Secured House Reforms During Speaker Election According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), “Crane was one of a handful of House members to secure important concessions from Speaker McCarthy, concessions that reflect real reform in the House of Representatives. Recall what was accomplished: A single member can move to ‘vacate the chair’; Establishment of a House committee to investigate the ‘weaponization’ of various federal agencies; ‘Open rules’ on spending measures and a return to normal business that includes appropriations bills; Taking a hard line on the ballooning debt limit; Caps on discretionary spending; Floor votes on issues including term limits and border security.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 1/16/23]
2023: Letter Writer Bill Tanner Claimed Eli Crane Fought For Fiscal Reform In House According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), “Arizona GOP Congressman Eli Crane (2nd District) deserves a round of applause for delivering on his commitment to fight for real reform in the U.S. House of Representatives. After a week of voting and 15 rounds of balloting in which Kevin McCarthy eventually was elected speaker, Crane was instrumental in working to move the House GOP Conference in a different, more fiscally responsible, direction.” [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 1/16/23]
2023: Letter Writer Bill Tanner Reported Eli Crane Supported Term Limits and Border Security Votes According to a letter to the editor published in Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), “Floor votes on issues including term limits and border security” were among the concessions secured by Crane and others during the House speaker negotiations. [Letter to the Editor - Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 1/16/23]
2023: Constituents Praised Eli Crane For Keeping Campaign Promises According to Arizona Republic, “Luke Cilano was waiting in line to just say thanks to Crane for doing what he promised voters he would do once he got to Washington: fight for them. ‘He’s doing exactly what people want him to do,’ said Cilano, who visited with fellow board members from the Lions of Liberty.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/19/23]
Analyst Mike Noble Said Crane Faced More Political Risk Than Other Holdouts In 2023 According to Cronkite News, “Mike Noble thinks Crane, a freshman politician who won his district with a 7% margin, has more to lose than Biggs, who was elected to his fourth term with a more than 19% margin.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 6/10/23]
July 2023: U.S. Rep. Eli Crane Committed To Making Principled Decisions For His Constituents According to Maricopa Monitor, ‘“I’m going to make principled decisions on what I think is best for us here, what’s best for our kids,” he said.’ [Maricopa Monitor (AZ), 7/10/23]
2023: Jonathan Nez Characterized Eli Crane As Divisive And Inexperienced According to Navajo Times, “It’s sad to say that our second congressional district representative is a part of that. […] He is all about dividing the people. division. He even spoke divisively on the House floor. That just shows you how inexperienced he is.” [Navajo Times, 10/19/23]
May 2024: Sahuarita Sun Criticized Eli Crane’s Approach During Hearing According to Sahuarita Sun, ‘Note that Crane offered no facts, no research and no sense that he made any effort to understand matters beyond how he already perceives them. He’s not teachable, which is a poor quality in a member of Congress.’ [Sahuarita Sun (Arizona), 5/10/24]
2023: Eli Crane Voted To Oust Kevin McCarthy As House Speaker According to Arizona Republic, “Crane voted to dethrone McCarthy on Oct. 3, 2023. The revenge effort began promptly.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 5/30/24]
2024: Jonathan Nez Claimed Eli Crane Did Not Reside In District 2 According to Navajo Times, “My opponent, Eli Crane, does not even live in the district,” Nez said. “I was born in the district, I was raised in the district, I went to college in the district, I’ve served 18 plus years in the district.” [Navajo Times, 6/13/24]
2023: Crane Was One Of Eight Republicans Who Ousted McCarthy As House Speaker According to Maricopa Monitor, “Less than a year later, he was one of eight hardline Republicans who ousted McCarthy from the speakership.” [Maricopa Monitor (AZ), 6/24/24]
2023: Crane Voted Against McCarthy For House Speaker According to Maricopa Monitor, “Crane himself never voted for McCarthy.” [Maricopa Monitor (AZ), 6/24/24]
2024: Crane Stood By Vote To Remove McCarthy And Defended Impact On Party According to Arizona Republic, “Crane stands by his approach to the speakership battle, saying it sent a ‘warning shot’ to GOP leadership, gave his peers more of an influence during the budget negotiations and paved the way for Freedom Caucus appointments on the powerful Rules and Appropriations committees.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 8/20/24]
2024: Navajo Times Reported Eli Crane Drew Both Support And Criticism As A Congressman According to Navajo Times, “Crane’s leadership style and policy decisions have drawn both support and criticism, making the upcoming election a pivotal moment for voters in District 2.” [Navajo Times (Window Rock, Arizona), 8/29/24]
Arizona Republic Profiled Eli Crane As A Former Navy SEAL With A ‘Scorched-Earth’ Style In Office According to Arizona Republic, Crane is described as “a former Navy SEAL who takes pride in his scorched-earth style in office and willingness to antagonize even those in his own party.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/7/24]
2024: Letter Writer Laura Huenneke Claimed Eli Crane Was Absent From District According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “Crane has been virtually absent from much of our district since his election. He does not appear in public; he does not have staff accessible in most areas; and he has ducked at least two major opportunities to debate Nez.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 9/15/24]
2024: Eli Crane Pledged to Fight Status Quo in Washington According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Throughout my first term, I’ve consistently fought to crush the status quo—regardless of which side perpetuates it—that has steamrolled the voices of the American people for too long. I intend to continue that approach in the future.” [Eli Crane - Casa Grande Dispatch, 9/17/24]
2024: Casa Grande Dispatch Editorial Board Noted Eli Crane Split With GOP Majority on Principles According to an editorial published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane is a staunch conservative who sometimes splits with his party majority because of his principles, but he is a former Navy SEAL, patriot and man of conviction.” [Editorial - Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 9/26/24]
2025: Coconino County Democratic Chair Accused Crane Of Not Upholding The Constitution According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Coconino County Democratic Party Chair Laura Carter said she thought Crane was not fulfilling his oath to uphold and protect the U.S. Constitution.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
Ratings and scorecards (e.g., Common Ground Score)
2022: Eli Crane Received A Common Ground Score Of 0 According to Common Ground Scorecard, “Common Ground Score is 0. Well Below Average. Based on a scale of 0-100.” [Common Ground Scorecard, 9/26/22]
2023-2025: Eli Crane Ranked Lowest Among Arizona Delegation in Leadership Score According to GovTrack, “A higher score shows a greater ability to get cosponsors on bills.” Crane was in the 0th percentile among the Arizona Delegation. [GovTrack.us, 2/13/25]
2021: Crane Excluded From Bipartisan Index Rankings Due To Lack Of Data According to Cronkite News, “Crane and Ciscomani are excluded from the rankings, as the 2023 analysis has not yet been released.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 4/28/24]
2024: Arizona Capitol Times Noted Eli Crane Was Excluded From 2021 Bipartisan Index Rankings According to Arizona Capitol Times, “Crane and Ciscomani are excluded from the rankings, as the 2023 analysis has not yet been released.” [Arizona Capitol Times, 5/3/24]
March 2025: Eli Crane Remained Silent On Deletion Of Federal Code Talker Webpages According to Phoenix New Times, ‘Despite his effusive praise in August, Crane has not commented on the deletions. […] Crane has remained silent. As one of the most MAGA members of Congress and has been a steadfast Trump supporter, he has not tweeted about the removal of the code talker pages or issued a statement. Phoenix New Times sent questions about his reaction to the erasure to his communications director, Matt McCall, but has not received a response.’ [Phoenix New Times, 3/18/25]
Crane Claimed Focus On Working With Trump And Lowering Inflation In 2024 Statement According to Arizona Mirror, “Crane said that he is ‘laser-focused on working with President (Donald) Trump to lower inflation, secure the border and return to peace through strength.’” [Arizona Mirror, 11/9/24]
Eli Crane Criticized Washington’s Status Quo And Pledged To Continue His Approach In Congress According to Arizona Daily Sun, “‘I’m proud of the work we’ve done this year, and I’m not going to change my approach. Washington is a corrupt town, and we need more people willing to stand in the fire and force change. I look forward to continuing to put America and the people of CD2 first,’ he said.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 11/14/23]
Endorsements (including Donald Trump)
June 2023: Eli Crane Participated In GOP House Obstruction Efforts According to Cronkite News: Arizona State University, “It’s not clear what concessions the Republican rebels – including Reps. Andy Biggs of Gilbert and Eli Crane of Oro Valley – extracted from House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, who was the target of their votes last week that brought the House to a halt.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 6/14/23]
2023: Eli Crane Participated In Ousting Kevin McCarthy As House Speaker According to Arizona Republic, “Crane, he notes, was one of a small group of Republicans who ousted Kevin McCarthy as House speaker last year over McCarthy’s decision to help Democrats pass a stopgap measure to fund the government and avoid a shutdown.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/22/24]
2024: Casa Grande Dispatch Editorial Board Endorsed Eli Crane for Reelection According to an editorial published in Casa Grande Dispatch, “In the 2nd Congressional District, which includes the northern part of Pinal County and northern Casa Grande, Republican Rep. Eli Crane is opposed by Democrat Jonathan Nez, a former president of the Navajo Nation. Crane is a staunch conservative who sometimes splits with his party majority, but he is a former Navy SEAL, patriot and a man of conviction. He deserves reelection.” [Editorial - Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 10/2/24]
Community Outreach and Advocacy for Veterans
Actions for Navajo Nation and tribal communities
February 2023: Eli Crane Visited Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren In Window Rock According to Pulitzer Center, “Crane visited Navajo Nation President Buu Nygren in February in Window Rock. That visit reciprocated Nygren’s journey to Washington, D.C., to meet Crane on his congressional turf.” [Pulitzer Center, 3/15/23]
February 2023: Eli Crane Visited Navajo Nation According to Arizona Republic, “Crane visited the Navajo Nation in February.” [Arizona Republic, 7/15/23]
Public meetings and constituent events
July 2023: Eli Crane Attended Snowflake Pioneer Days Rodeo As U.S. Representative According to WMICentral, “U.S. Rep. Eli Crane, representing Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District, addressed his recent controversial remark and shared some of his policy positions during an interview Friday at the July 21 Snowflake Pioneer Days Rodeo held at the Taylor Rodeo Grounds.” [WMICentral, 7/22/23]
March 2025: Eli Crane Was The Subject Of A ‘Where’s Eli Town Hall’ Event In Cottonwood, Arizona According to Verde Independent, “Two-hundred people showed up at the Cottonwood Community Clubhouse on Wednesday night, March 19, 2025, and the focus of the ‘Where’s Eli Town Hall’ event was local U.S. representative for Arizona’s 2nd congressional district Eli Crane.” [Verde Independent, 3/25/25]
March 2025: Eli Crane Did Not Attend The ‘Where’s Eli Town Hall’ Event According to Verde Independent, “the focus of the ‘Where’s Eli Town Hall’ event was local U.S. Rep. Eli Crane (R-Arizona), who was not present.” [Verde Independent, 3/25/25]
March 2025: Event Attendance Indicated Local Interest In Eli Crane’s Representation According to Verde Independent, “Two hundred people showed up at the Cottonwood Community Clubhouse on Wednesday night, March 19, 2025, and the focus of the ‘Where’s Eli Town Hall’ event was local U.S. Rep. Eli Crane (R-District 2).” [Verde Independent, 3/25/25]
2025: Crane Was Criticized For Not Holding Public Town Halls In Flagstaff According to KNAU, “With chants of ‘shame on Crane,’ more than 80 protesters gathered outside the Flagstaff City-Coconino County Public Library on Monday where Crane’s staff were meeting privately with constituents. The crowd also gathered signatures for a petition calling on the congressman to hold local public meetings. Protesters say Crane hasn’t ever held an open town hall in Flagstaff.” [KNAU, 3/25/25]
2025: GOP Speaker Of The House Johnson Discouraged Caucus Town Halls Amid Protests According to KNAU, “Republican Speaker of the House Mike Johnson has dissuaded members of his caucus from holding town halls after several public meetings across the country became rallying points for opposition to the Trump administration.” [KNAU, 3/25/25]
April 2023: Eli Crane Held Public Meeting With Constituents In Prescott As First-Term Congressman According to Arizona Republic, “Voters from across Arizona’s massive 2nd Congressional District crowded a small office near the famous courthouse square in Prescott on Thursday to shake hands and take pictures with their new representative in Congress, Rep. Eli Crane. Crane, R-Ariz., is just months into his first term representing the newly redrawn district.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/19/23]
April 2023: Eli Crane Sent Staff To Crown King To Assess Public Safety According to Arizona Republic, “David Drye and Scott Beck […] were there to thank Crane for sending his chief of staff earlier in the week to tour the area to better understand their public safety issues.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 4/19/23]
2023: Eli Crane Pledged to Prioritize Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District in His Congressional Votes According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Casa Grande Dispatch, “As long as I’m serving in Washington, I will keep the will of the people of Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District at the core of my votes.” [Eli Crane - Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/6/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Attended Pinal County Veteran Stand Down & Resource Fair According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “The 11th Pinal County Veteran Stand Down & Resource Fair will be held Saturday and will showcase resources and support for local veterans. The fair will also include an appearance from U.S. Rep. Eli Crane.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/13/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Participated In Veteran Pinning Ceremony According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Vandenberg said she’s thrilled that Crane will be in attendance to hear local veterans’ concerns and opinions on issues. He also will be involved in a pinning ceremony for male and female veterans.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/13/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Paid Tribute To Pinal County Veterans At Stand Down Event According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “U.S. Rep. Eli Crane paid tribute to Pinal County veterans during remarks made at the 11th Veteran Stand Down & Resource Fair Saturday.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Participated In Pinning Ceremony And Engaged Veterans At Stand Down Event According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane participated in a special pinning ceremony for veterans of various conflicts before mingling with the crowd, posing for selfies and speaking to veterans and those offering services and assistance to the local veteran community.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Emphasized Importance Of Constituency Engagement Over Beltway Politics According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane said he needs to be out with his constituents and not become a ‘Beltway’ politician who in his opinion becomes out of touch with their community.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Sought To Raise Awareness And Resources For Veterans According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “If my presence here today draws more people so that we can raise awareness of what’s going on and raise resources to help our veterans who are having trouble transitioning or need a hand up so that they can move on to the next chapter, like I did, that’s a big deal to me,’ said the former Navy SEAL.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Paid Tribute To Pinal County Veterans According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “U.S. Rep. Eli Crane paid tribute to Pinal County veterans during remarks made at the 11th Veteran Stand Down & Resource Fair Saturday.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Participated In A Pinning Ceremony For Veterans According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane participated in a special pinning ceremony for veterans of various conflicts before mingling with the crowd, posing for selfies and speaking to veterans and those offering services and assistance to the local veteran community.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Emphasized Importance Of Meeting With Veterans In His District According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane told PinalCentral that he thoroughly enjoyed meeting veterans in the district he represents and relished the opportunity to talk one-on-one about particular veterans’ personal needs or stories.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/17/23]
March 2024: Eli Crane’s Staff Held Mobile Office Hours In Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District According to Wickenburg Sun (Arizona), “Congressman Eli Crane’s staff will be holding mobile office hours throughout Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District. These are opportunities for constituents of AZ-02 to meet the staff in face-to-face meetings to discuss any concerns about federal, state, or district-specific issues, to receive assistance with federal agencies, or to become acquainted with the staff for future coordination. Office hours in Yarnell will take place from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Wednesday, March 6 at the Yarnell Regional Community Center.” [Wickenburg Sun (Arizona), 3/6/24]
May 27, 2024: Eli Crane Attended Casa Grande Memorial Day Ceremony As U.S. Representative According to Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles, “Dignitaries in attendance included U.S. Rep. Eli Crane, R-Ariz.; state Rep. Teresa Martinez, R-Casa Grande; Rep. Keith Seaman, D-Coolidge, Pinal County Supervisor Steve Miller, R-Casa Grande; Casa Grande Mayor Craig McFarland and Casa Grande Councilmember Lisa Navarro Fitzgibbons.” [Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 5/27/24]
May 27, 2024: Eli Crane Spoke About Memorial Day As A “Bittersweet” Day, Citing His Navy SEALs Service According to Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles, “Crane, a Navy SEALs veteran, said Memorial Day is a ‘bittersweet’ day. However, he said that he remained in awe of those who continued to step up and place themselves in harm’s way. ‘This is a bittersweet day for many of us. I’ll never forget some of the guys that I served with that never got to come home,’ he said. ‘Having conversations with their families on days like today are some of the toughest conversations that you have. I’m also honored to have gotten to serve with so many men and women that knew that their service was about so much more and so much bigger than themselves. I’m so honored and grateful that we still have men and women stepping up today to serve because this world hasn’t gotten any safer.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 5/27/24]
May 27, 2024: Eli Crane Assisted In Honoring Casa Grande Military Heroes By Presenting Portraits To Families According to Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles, “Crane remained at the lectern to assist HOHP Director Kim Vandenberg, who presented four special portraits to families of the ‘fallen Casa Grande Heroes’ of the past year. Honored were centenarian Larry Abbott, DeWayne Richard Buckley and Robert Cornelius of the Army and Barry Segal of the Air Force.” [Casa Grande Dispatch: Web Edition Articles (Arizona), 5/27/24]
May 2024: U.S. Rep. Eli Crane Attended Casa Grande Memorial Day Ceremony According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Dignitaries in attendance included U.S. Rep. Eli Crane, R-Ariz.; state Rep. Teresa Martinez, R-Casa Grande; Rep. Keith Seaman, D-Coolidge, Pinal County Supervisor Steve Miller, R-Casa Grande; Casa Grande Mayor Craig Mc-Farland and Casa Grande Councilmember Lisa Navarro Fitzgibbons.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 5/28/24]
May 2024: Eli Crane, Navy SEALs Veteran, Delivered Memorial Day Remarks According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane, a Navy SEALs veteran, said Memorial Day is a ‘bittersweet’ day. However, he said that he remained in awe of those who continued to step up and place themselves in harm’s way. ‘This is a bittersweet day for many of us. I’ll never forget some of the guys that I served with that never got to come home […] I’m also honored to have gotten to serve with so many men and women that knew that their service was about so much more and so much bigger than themselves.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 5/28/24]
May 2024: Eli Crane Assisted With Honoring Families Of Fallen Casa Grande Heroes According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane remained at the lectern to assist HOHP Director Kim Vandenberg, who presented four special portraits to families of the ‘fallen Casa Grande Heroes’ of the past year. Honored were centenarian Larry Abbott, DeWayne Richard Buckley and Robert Cornelius of the Army and Barry Segal of the Air Force.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 5/28/24]
2024: Letter Writer Bryan Bates Reported Eli Crane Sent Staff To Regional Community Visits Instead Of Attending Personally According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “In a May 21 update, Rep. Eli Crane announced that his staff, but not him, will visit regional communities, something politicians often do to learn concerns but mostly to get votes.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 6/2/24]
2024: Letter Writer Bryan Bates Stated Eli Crane Did Not Schedule Visits To South Flagstaff, The Most Populous Community In His District According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “What struck me was what Crane’s schedule missed: south Flagstaff and region, the most populous community that he represents.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 6/2/24]
2024: Letter Writer Bryan Bates Noted Eli Crane Maintained Offices In D.C. And Prescott But Not In South Flagstaff According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “Crane has an office in D.C. and Prescott; but, not in south Flagstaff.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 6/2/24]
2024: Jonathan Nez Asserted Eli Crane Had Not Secured Direct Appropriations For District 2 According to Navajo Times, “Born and raised in District 2, Jonathan Nez said Eli Crane has yet to bring any dollars back in direct appropriation to the district.” [Navajo Times, 6/13/24]
2024: Letter Writer Credited Eli Crane With Constituent Assistance According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “I would like to give a shoutout to Congressman Eli Crane and his field representative Lori Mills for their recent tremendous assistance in helping me with a matter quite beyond me. […] I am eternally grateful to Eli Crane and his office for battling for a ‘little guy’ who had no idea how to navigate the federal government.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 7/7/24]
2024: Letter Writer Reported Eli Crane Provided Mobile Office Hours in Flagstaff According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “He has mobile office hours in Flagstaff where you can meet members of his staff or reach out on the internet.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 7/7/24]
2024: Eli Crane Offered Support to Veterans Navigating VA Issues According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Casa Grande Dispatch, “If you’re a veteran who needs assistance navigating the VA or are facing an issue related to your service, always know that you have an advocate in my office. My team and I are ready to listen and fight for you.” [Eli Crane - Casa Grande Dispatch, 7/9/24]
Eli Crane Was Criticized For Limited Presence During Regional Crises According to Arizona Republic, “Some of the electorate may sympathize with Nez’s critique that Crane should have made himself more visible when the San Carlos reservation endured a wildfire that destroyed homes and forced evacuations, and when deadly flooding struck the Havasuapi community.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/22/24]
October 2024: U.S. Rep. Eli Crane Honored Vietnam Veterans At VFW Post 3713 In Coolidge According to The Coolidge Examiner (Arizona), “U.S. Rep. Eli Crane was at Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 3713 in Coolidge on Oct. 16 to honor area veterans who served in the Vietnam War. Crane, a fellow veteran and former Navy SEAL, stressed the importance of such events before calling every veteran up to receive a lapel pin.” [The Coolidge Examiner (Arizona), 10/23/24]
Crane Noted The Event Was His Fifth Vietnam Veteran Pinning Ceremony, With More Planned According to The Coolidge Examiner (Arizona), “Crane mentioned near the end of the event that this was his fifth pinning event and more are planned.” [The Coolidge Examiner (Arizona), 10/23/24]
November 2024: Eli Crane’s Office Presented Coolidge Pantry With Certificate Of Achievement According to The Coolidge Examiner, “Pastor Anthony and Audri Warren accepted a certificate of achievement on Nov. 14 at the pantry, presented by Congressman Eli Crane’s office.” [The Coolidge Examiner, 12/11/24]
2024: Eli Crane’s Office Recognized Organizations In Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District For Community Impact According to The Coolidge Examiner, “Crane’s office has the opportunity to award certificates to businesses and organizations in Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District contributing to the community in meaningful ways. They felt the pantry was doing just that.” [The Coolidge Examiner, 12/11/24]
2024: Crane’s Office Assisted Constituents With Federal Agencies According to The Coolidge Examiner, “Her [Lamb’s] role involves being in communities when he can’t, such as regularly attending city and county meetings and community events. She also meets with individual constituents that need help with federal agencies such as delayed tax returns, passport, disability and Social Security assistance, immigration cases and more.” [The Coolidge Examiner, 12/11/24]
February 2025: Eli Crane Scheduled Office Hours For Constituents In Coconino County According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Staff for congressman Eli Crane, who represents Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District in the U.S. House, will offer office hours in cities throughout the district over the next month. […] Members of Crane’s staff will meet with constituents in Sedona on Friday, March 7, from noon to 2 p.m. at the Community Library Sedona in the Village, 25 W. Saddlehorn Road. They will meet with constituents in Flagstaff on Monday, March 24, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. at the main downtown public library at 300 W. Aspen Ave.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 2/27/25]
2025: Letter Writer Linda Moriarty Questioned Eli Crane’s Efforts to Protect Federal Services for Rural Arizona According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “What has Mr. Crane done to protect those services?” referring to Social Security, Veterans Affairs, U.S. Forest Service, and other federal programs serving rural Arizona. [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 3/23/25]
March 2025: Flagstaff Residents Protested Eli Crane’s Lack Of Community Engagement According to Arizona Daily Sun, “Flagstaff residents turned out to demand more accountability from their congressional representative, Eli Crane, on Monday […] They criticized Crane, who serves Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District, for his lack of engagement with the city and for his support of President Donald Trump’s aggressive cuts to federal agencies.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
2025: Eli Crane Was Accused Of Never Hosting A Flagstaff Town Hall According to Arizona Daily Sun, “In a notice ahead of the rally, organizers said Crane has never hosted a town hall or open meeting in Flagstaff.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
Prioritization of veterans issues
October 2023: Eli Crane Prioritized Veterans Issues As Congressional Freshman According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane told a large crowd at the Honoring/Hiring/Helping Our Heroes of Pinal County Veteran Transition Center on McCartney Road he had flown the night before from Washington, D.C., to attend the event and that veterans issues and concerns are of his highest priority.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Criticized Federal Neglect Of Veterans’ Issues According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane also added that he felt Washington tended to forget veterans’ concerns. ‘These are the people I feel like the federal government often forgets as we continue to chase our forever wars overseas and we continue to spend money we don’t have.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 10/17/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Stated That Veterans’ Issues Are His Highest Priority According to Casa Grande Dispatch, “Crane told a large crowd at the Honoring/Hiring/Helping Our Heroes of Pinal County Veteran Transition Center […] that veterans issues and concerns are of his highest priority.” [Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/17/23]
2024: Eli Crane Prioritized Supporting Veterans in Congress According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Since coming to Congress, supporting our veterans and advocating for these brave men and women has been one of my top priorities.” [Eli Crane - Casa Grande Dispatch, 7/9/24]
Crane Stated Representing Veterans Was An Honor Of His Life In Washington, D.C. According to The Coolidge Examiner (Arizona), ‘“It is very important we do these commemoration events and honor you guys,” Crane began. “It is one of the honors of my life to be able to represent you up in Washington, D.C.”’ [The Coolidge Examiner (Arizona), 10/23/24]
2025: Letter Writer Linda Moriarty Criticized Eli Crane’s Lack of Response to Department of Defense DEI Actions According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “Also, where is his outage at the deplorable Department of Defense actions in the name of DEI that attempts to ‘whitewash’ American history? What has Mr. Crane done to protect the honor and legacy of groups such as the Navajo Code Talkers?” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 3/23/25]
Eli Crane Was Criticized For Not Supporting Veterans Facing DOGE Firings According to Arizona Daily Sun, “To veterans in attendance, Crane’s failure to stand up for former military servicemembers who lost their federal employment during DOGE-directed mass firings was particularly galling.” [Arizona Daily Sun, 3/27/25]
Eli Crane Navajo Veterans Support
2024: Eli Crane Announced Winner of 2024 Congressional App Challenge for AZ-2 According to a press release from Rep. Eli Crane’s office, “Representative Eli Crane (R-AZ) announced Skanda ‘Jai’ McCabe as the winner of the 2024 Congressional App Challenge for Arizona’s 2nd Congressional District.” [Press Release - Rep. Eli Crane, 12/20/24]
August 2024: Eli Crane Honored Navajo Code Talkers At Window Rock Event According to Phoenix New Times, ‘In August, Republican Rep. Eli Crane stood on a stage in Window Rock to speak to hundreds of constituents in the Navajo Nation. It was Navajo Code Talkers Day, and Crane was there to honor the Navajo men whose unbreakable code proved essential to defeating Japan in World War II.’ [Phoenix New Times, 3/18/25]
August 2024: Eli Crane Praised Navajo Veterans And Code Talkers In Public Remarks According to Phoenix New Times, ‘“I really appreciate all the men and women from the Navajo Nation who have served this country,” said Crane, a Republican and former Navy SEAL, “and especially want to pay homage to those code talkers that helped us win World War II and disrupt the evil cancer that was spreading around the world.”’ [Phoenix New Times, 3/18/25]
August 2024: Eli Crane Expressed Pride In Representing Navajo Community According to Phoenix New Times, ‘“It’s been an honor to represent this district,” Crane told the crowd. “I know some of us have different skin color — um, you know, I could care less. All I see out here is a bunch of brothers and sisters and I appreciate you guys. I appreciate the proud heritage of this community.”’ [Phoenix New Times, 3/18/25]
August 2024: Eli Crane Noted High Rates Of Indigenous Military Service According to Phoenix New Times, ‘“You should be extremely proud that so many of your young men and women, so many of your kids, grow up wanting to serve this great country,” Crane told the crowd on Code Talkers Day.’ [Phoenix New Times, 3/18/25]
2023: Letter Writer Geni Hart Reported Eli Crane Often Appeared Only In Private Venues According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “most of the time, Rep. Crane appears in private venues that I am not allowed to attend.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 11/25/23]
2023: Letter Writer Geni Hart Said Eli Crane Did Not Answer Constituent Concerns According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “He will not answer my concerns, which I post on House.gov.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 11/25/23]
2023: Letter Writer Geni Hart Sought Eli Crane’s Views On Several Issues According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “I wanted to know the representative’s view on banning books in public places. It is of concern to our local community. I also wanted to know about shutting down the government, Tuberville’s holding up of military promotions, and why he supports Israel and not Ukraine?” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 11/25/23]
2023: Letter Writer Geni Hart Claimed Eli Crane Held Mostly Private Constituent Events According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “most of the time, Rep. Crane appears in private venues that I am not allowed to attend.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 11/26/23]
2023: Letter Writer Geni Hart Stated Eli Crane Did Not Respond To Constituent Inquiries Via House.gov According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “He will not answer my concerns, which I post on House.gov.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 11/26/23]
Eli Crane Policy Questions 2023
2023: Letter Writer Geni Hart Questioned Eli Crane’s Position On Book Bans, Government Shutdowns, Military Promotions, And Foreign Policy Support According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “I wanted to know the representative’s view on banning books in public places. […] I also wanted to know about shutting down the government, Tuberville’s holding up of military promotions, and why he supports Israel and not Ukraine?” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 11/26/23]
