Government Spending and Appropriations
Summary
· Eli Crane consistently opposed major federal spending measures, including COVID-19 stimulus bills, the Inflation Reduction Act, bipartisan budget deals, and continuing resolutions, often citing concerns over national debt and government overreach (InMaricopa, Arizona Republic, Cronkite News).
· As a member of the House Freedom Caucus, Crane repeatedly voted against short-term funding bills and debt ceiling increases, advocating instead for significant spending cuts and a return to regular appropriations processes (Arizona Republic, AFL-CIO scorecard).
· Crane has publicly stated his willingness to risk or accept blame for government shutdowns if they would result in larger spending reductions, asserting that lasting fiscal responsibility requires tough decisions (Arizona Republic).
· He has criticized both Democratic and Republican leadership for what he describes as reckless, debt-increasing spending and has tied this to broader concerns such as inflation and generational financial burdens (Casa Grande Dispatch, Cronkite News).
· A potential vulnerability for Crane is criticism of his opposition to pandemic relief measures despite his own business benefiting from the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP), raising questions about consistency (Arizona Republic).
· Crane has expressed skepticism toward bipartisan deals and claimed that moderate members of his own party undercut efforts for fiscal restraint, even accusing colleagues of “gaslighting” on spending cut commitments (Arizona Republic).
Spending Priorities and Fiscal Responsibility
Opposition to omnibus funding packages
2022: Eli Crane Criticized Inflation Reduction Act And Expansion Of IRS According to InMaricopa, “I think it’s in line with many of the spending bills the Democrats have proposed in modern days. […] It’s got 87,000 new IRS agents in it, which would double the size of our IRS, which is of concern not only to myself but Americans of every ilk and political party.” [InMaricopa, 10/14/22]
2020: Eli Crane Criticized COVID-19 Stimulus Bill That Funded PPP Program According to a press release from the DCCC Research Department, “Crane criticized the December COVID-19 stimulus bill for increasing the national debt. The December 2020 COVID-19 stimulus bill provided $284 billion in funding for the Paycheck Protection Program and provided $600 stimulus checks for most Americans.” [Press Release - DCCC Research Memo, 9/8/22]
Eli Crane Opposed ‘Trillions of Dollars in Handouts’ in COVID-19 Relief According to a press release from the DCCC Research Department, “On Crane’s campaign website, he criticized Democrats for supporting ‘bad policies like trillions of dollars in handouts.’” [Press Release - DCCC Research Memo, 9/8/22]
2023: Eli Crane Voted Against The Fiscal Responsibility Act According to Geneastar, “Crane was among the 71 Republicans and 46 Democrats who voted against final passage of the Fiscal Responsibility Act of 2023 in the House.” [Geneastar, 1/1/23]
2023: Crane Voted Against The Continuing Appropriations Act To Avert U.S. Government Shutdown According to AFL-CIO, “Continuing Appropriations Act, 2024 and Other Extensions Act… This short-term continuing resolution averted a government shutdown by funding operations until Nov. 17, 2023… [Crane] Wrong” [AFL-CIO scorecard, 9/30/23]
2023: Crane Voted Against Limit, Save, Grow Act Slashing Domestic Spending According to AFL-CIO, “Limit, Save, Grow Act of 2023… [Crane] Wrong” [AFL-CIO scorecard, 9/30/23]
2020: Eli Crane Criticized COVID-19 Stimulus Bill For Increasing National Debt According to Arizona Republic, “In a Dec. 23 Instagram post, Crane blasted the December 2020 COVID-19 stimulus bill under for increasing the national debt. That bill, however, funded the PPP, which Crane’s small business benefited from months before that also contributed to increasing the national debt.” [Arizona Republic, 7/5/22]
2022: Eli Crane Campaigned Against Federal Overspending While Defending PPP Loan Use According to Arizona Republic, “The two GOP candidates argue receiving government relief during a once-in-a-lifetime event like the pandemic does not negate their general belief that Washington overspends and overreaches.” [Arizona Republic, 7/5/22]
October 2022: Eli Crane Criticized the Inflation Reduction Act and Linked It to Higher Fuel Prices According to Florence Reminder and Blade-Tribune, “Republican candidate Crane was given the first question by Kramer, who asked what Congress could do about inflation and higher fuel prices, and immediately Crane targeted the Inflation Reduction Act, which he said had added to the problem. ‘I absolutely believe that Congress can do something about these fuel prices,’ Crane said. ‘First of all, I think we need to talk about worldview a little bit. I believe that a lot of us conservatives believe that our government was supposed to be small and limited. I don’t believe that’s what my opponent over here thinks, if you look at the last bill that he supported. He supported the Inflation Reduction Act, which actually did the exact opposite of what they said it was going to do.’” [Florence Reminder and Blade-Tribune (Coolidge, AZ), 10/31/22]
2023: Letter Writer Jeff Goulden Claimed Eli Crane Opposed Raising Debt Ceiling According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “Representative Eli Crane does not seem to be willing to even raise the debt ceiling. He doesn’t seem to understand the consequences of the federal government not paying the bills for purchases they have already made. He is willing to throw the country under the bus, lower the country’s credit rating and cause a world-wide financial crisis.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 3/12/23]
May 2023: Rep. Eli Crane Opposed The Fiscal Responsibility Act Debt Ceiling Deal According to Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), “Rep. Eli Crane, R-Oro Valley, was an early opponent of the deal, which he called ‘an epic betrayal of the American people.’” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 6/1/23]
May 2023: Eli Crane Criticized Debt Deal For Increasing National Debt According to Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), “‘We’re nearing $32 trillion in debt. The proposed deal guarantees that we will add at least another $4 trillion by 2025. That’s insanely foolish. I’m a hard no,’” Crane tweeted Monday. [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 6/1/23]
May 2023: Eli Crane Voted Against House Debt Limit Bill According to Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), “Crane was joined by fellow Arizona Republican Reps. Andy Biggs of Gilbert, Debbie Lesko of Peoria and Paul Gosar of Bullhead City and Democratic Rep. Raúl Grijalva of Tucson voting against the measure.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 6/1/23]
July 2023: U.S. Rep. Eli Crane Expressed Concerns About National Debt At Maricopa Economic Forum According to Maricopa Monitor, “Crane worried about national debt increasing, ‘printing money we don’t have.’ He’s willing to get grants for funds already appropriated.” [Maricopa Monitor (AZ), 7/10/23]
Arizona Republic Reported Eli Crane Opposed Short-Term Funding Resolution In September 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “Crane is among the few Freedom Caucus holdouts in the House. Spokesperson Zach Kahler said he also will not support a continuing resolution to fund the government short term. ‘He’s committed to not kicking the can down the road,’ Kahler said Wednesday. ‘This country is in a financial crisis and the only way Washington will change is if it’s forced to change. The Congressman believes we need to go through the actual appropriations bills like House leadership promised, and write them to the levels that were agreed upon with Speaker McCarthy in January. They promised a lot of people a lot of things and it’s time to pay up.’” [Arizona Republic, 9/21/23]
Eli Crane Publicly Declared Willingness To Take Blame For Government Shutdown If It Led To Spending Cuts In September 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “Crane took to social media on Tuesday to emphasize that the 8% spending cut was not enough and that he’s willing to take the blame for a shutdown if it results in larger government cutbacks. ‘It’s time to force lasting change or grind this machine to a halt,’ Crane said on X. ‘It’s time to cut up the credit cards and make some tough decisions,’ he said in another post.” [Arizona Republic, 9/21/23]
Arizona Republic Identified Eli Crane As Arizona House Freedom Caucus Member Opposing Current Budget Negotiations In September 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “His fellow Arizona Republican Reps. Eli Crane and Paul Gosar appear just as unwilling to join their party in passing a budget and sending the debate to the Senate.” [Arizona Republic, 9/21/23]
Eli Crane Cited Debt And Spending Concerns As Reason For Vote In 2023 According to Cronkite News, “‘We’re $33 trillion in debt, our southern border is broken and all people care about in this town is money and power,’ Crane tweeted Thursday. ‘I’m not here to play that game. I’m here to change the way we do business.’” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 9/22/23]
2023: Eli Crane Explained Opposition To Defense Bill As Desire For Change In Congressional Operations According to Arizona Daily Star, “‘We’re $33 trillion in debt, our southern border is broken and all people care about in this town is money and power,’ Crane tweeted Thursday. ‘I’m not here to play that game. I’m here to change the way we do business.’” [Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 9/22/23]
2023: Eli Crane Cited Debt And Policy Change As Motives For Blocking Defense Bill According to Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), “‘We’re $33 trillion in debt, our southern border is broken and all people care about in this town is money and power,’ Crane tweeted Thursday. ‘I’m not here to play that game. I’m here to change the way we do business.’” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 9/23/23]
September 2023: Eli Crane Voted Against Short-Term Government Funding Measure According to Arizona Republic, “Republican members from Arizona, including David Schweikert, Debbie Lesko and Juan Ciscomani all voted for it, while Republicans Eli Crane, Paul Gosar and Andy Biggs were among the 21 Republicans who opposed it and joined House Democrats in voting it down.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/30/23]
September 2023: Eli Crane Argued Against Short-Term Funding Measures and Called for Spending Cuts According to Arizona Republic, “Those members have said they do not want a short-term measure.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/30/23]
September 2023: Eli Crane Cited U.S. National Debt as Reason for Opposing Funding Measure According to Arizona Republic, ‘Everybody knows we have a massive spending problem in this country,’ Crane said on the podcast, adding that the approximately $33 trillion in debt can’t be paid by tax collections at current spending. [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/30/23]
September 2023: Eli Crane Said He Was Seeking to “Pump the Brakes” on Federal Spending According to Arizona Republic, ‘Those of us and some other members in Congress are trying to change the way this works so that we pump the brakes on spending so that your kids and grandkids have a chance at having a financial future. And this town does not like that very much. That’s why it’s called the swamp.’ [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 9/30/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Reported Eli Crane Voted Against Government Funding and Defense Spending Bill According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “Now, he has joined with the likes of Andy Biggs, Paul Gosar, Marjorie Taylor Greene, Matt Gaetz and Lauren Boebert to vote against funding the government. As part of that, he voted against a separate defense spending bill, even though he has a military background.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Claimed Eli Crane Voted Against Government Funding According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “Now, he has joined with the likes of Andy Biggs, Paul Gosar, Marjorie Taylor Greene, Matt Gaetz and Lauren Boebert to vote against funding the government.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Reported Eli Crane Voted Against Funding the Government and a Defense Spending Bill According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “he has joined with the likes of Andy Biggs, Paul Gosar, Marjorie Taylor Greene, Matt Gaetz and Lauren Boebert to vote against funding the government. As part of that, he voted against a separate defense spending bill, even though he has a military background.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
October 2023: Eli Crane Opposed Bipartisan Continuing Resolution To Avert Shutdown According to Phoenix New Times, “McCarthy had stirred up some of the wrath of Biggs and Crane through his support of a bipartisan move to avert a government shutdown over the weekend. Both Biggs and Crane opposed the move. Crane spoke out against it in a tweet.” [Phoenix New Times, 10/3/23]
October 2023: Arizona Republic Reported Crane Opposed Last-Minute Spending Deal Preventing Shutdown According to Arizona Republic, “Biggs and Crane, along with three other Arizona House Republicans, all voted against the last-minute spending deal, but it passed anyway.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 10/4/23]
October 2023: Arizona Republic Reported Crane Indicated Willingness To Allow Shutdown To Cut Spending According to Arizona Republic, “Biggs and Crane said they would have welcomed a temporary shutdown if it would force lawmakers to cut government spending.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 10/4/23]
2023: Eli Crane Opposed Funding Measures Backed by House Leadership, Democrats, and Biden Administration According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Just as they did in the debt ceiling fight, leadership sided with Democrats this past weekend to fund Biden’s budget—a budget that directly fuels the witch hunt against President Trump, leaves our border wide open for invasion and empowers the federal government to impose their destructive cultural agenda on our nation.” [Eli Crane - Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/6/23]
2023: Eli Crane Opposed Reckless Spending and Advocated Fiscal Responsibility According to an opinion piece by Eli Crane in Casa Grande Dispatch, “Congress is doing future generations of Arizonans a huge disservice by governing through reckless spending bills that saddle our children with absurd amounts of debt.” [Eli Crane - Casa Grande Dispatch, 10/6/23]
January 2024: Eli Crane Opposed Speaker Johnson’s Federal Spending Deal According to Arizona Republic, “Both lawmakers have made it clear in public statements that they oppose the latest deal, though their offices did not respond to more detailed questions.” [Arizona Republic, 1/11/24]
March 2024: Rep. Eli Crane Opposed $1.2 Trillion Budget Bill In House According to Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), “Rep. Eli Crane, R-Oro Valley, called the measure ‘a complete disaster.’” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 3/23/24]
March 2024: Rep. Eli Crane Criticized National Debt And Federal Spending When Opposing Budget Bill According to Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), “‘One of the biggest problems in our country is our national debt of $34 trillion, right? Every year, you can add another 2 trillion on top of that, but that doesn’t cover the unfunded liabilities,’ Crane said. He said unchecked federal spending will ‘lead to hyperinflation, maybe even a depression.’” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 3/23/24]
December 2024: Rep. Eli Crane Recounted Meeting On Federal Spending With Elon Musk And Vivek Ramaswamy According to Arizona Republic, “Crane was expecting the moderate bloc to ‘tell Elon and Vivek why we can’t cut any spending, why we can’t cut any funding, just like they tell us every week.’ Instead, they told the pair of Trump allies, ‘’I can’t wait to work with you on cutting spending.’ ‘It was even gaslighting at a level that you don’t expect from politicians,’ Crane said.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 12/29/24]
2023: Letter Writer Michael Baron Reported Eli Crane Claimed Biden Cut Social Security by 23% According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Sun, “After railing against Biden’s economic policies as being damaging to the economy, he dropped the real zinger that Biden had cut Social Security 23% across the board.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Sun, 12/2/23]
Membership in House Freedom Caucus fiscal block
January 2024: Eli Crane Reposted House Freedom Caucus Criticism Of Federal Spending Deal According to Arizona Republic, “Crane reposted the conservative House Freedom Caucus’ condemnation of the agreement as ‘total failure.’” [Arizona Republic, 1/11/24]
December 2024: Rep. Eli Crane Criticized Moderate GOP Members For ‘Gaslighting’ On Federal Spending According to Arizona Republic, “Rep. Eli Crane, R-Crane, focused on the issue of federal spending. He accused his more moderate GOP colleagues of ‘gaslighting,’ recounting a meeting that the caucus had with tech mogul Elon Musk and entrepreneur Vivek Ramaswamy, who Trump has charged with a government efficiency effort.” [Arizona Republic (Phoenix), 12/29/24]
Defense and National Security Funding
Positions on Ukraine aid
Arizona Republic Reported Eli Crane Supported ‘Defunding’ Special Counsel Jack Smith And Stopping Ukraine Funding In September 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “He also shared comments from Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, R-Fla., that suggested Congress ‘defund’ special counsel Jack Smith, who is leading the federal prosecution of former President Donald Trump, stop funding to Ukraine, lower spending and ‘add in policy riders.’” [Arizona Republic, 9/21/23]
Votes on Defense Department appropriations
Eli Crane Voted Yes On Defense Department Funding Measure In September 2023 According to Arizona Republic, “That is what happened Tuesday when five Republicans opposed a measure to fund the Defense Department, leaving the measure to fail 214-212. Ciscomani, Crane, Gosar and Debbie Lesko from Arizona’s GOP voted yes on that. Biggs was one of five Republicans to join Democrats in voting no. Four other Republicans didn’t vote on the matter.” [Arizona Republic, 9/21/23]
September 21, 2023: Eli Crane Voted To Block Defense Authorization Bill According to Cronkite News, “Republican Reps. Andy Biggs of Gibert and Eli Crane of Oro Valley were part of the self-styled ‘Hold the Line’ group that joined with 210 Democrats to block a procedural motion, on a 212-216 vote, that would have allowed the Defense bill to advance.” [Cronkite News: Arizona State University (Tempe), 9/22/23]
September 2023: Eli Crane Voted To Block Defense Authorization Bill Procedural Motion According to Arizona Daily Star, “Republican Reps. Andy Biggs of Gilbert and Eli Crane of Oro Valley were part of the self-styled ‘Hold the Line’ group that joined with 210 Democrats to block a procedural motion, on a 212-216 vote, that would have allowed the Defense bill to advance.” [Arizona Daily Star (Tucson), 9/22/23]
September 2023: Eli Crane Voted To Block Defense Authorization Bill Procedural Motion According to Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), “Republican Reps. Andy Biggs of Gibert and Eli Crane of Oro Valley, who represents much of Pinal County, were part of the self-styled ‘Hold the Line’ group that joined with 210 Democrats to block a procedural motion, on a 212-216 vote, that would have allowed the Defense bill to advance.” [Casa Grande Dispatch (AZ), 9/23/23]
2023: Letter Writer Karen Schickedanz Claimed Eli Crane Voted Against Defense Spending Bill According to a letter to the editor published in Arizona Daily Star, “As part of that, he voted against a separate defense spending bill, even though he has a military background.” [Letter to the Editor - Arizona Daily Star, 10/1/23]
