Congressional Pay
2018: Schweikert Voted Against The $1.3 Trillion FY 2018 Omnibus Spending Deal Which Raised Spending By $138 Billion Over FY 2017 Levels; Legislation Also Continued The Freeze On Congressional Pay. In March 2018, Schweikert voted against the FY 2018 Omnibus spending bill. According to Congressional Quarterly, “Combined, the spending measures would provide about $1.3 trillion in discretionary spending, with $1.2 trillion subject to discretionary spending caps, and $78.1 billion designated as Overseas Contingency Operations funds. The measure's spending levels are consistent with the increased defense and non-defense budget caps set by the two-year budget deal agreed to last month. That agreement increased the FY 2018 defense cap by $80 billion and the non-defense cap by $63 billion. Given that the previous caps were set to reduce overall discretionary spending by $5 billion, the net increase provided by the omnibus is $138 billion over the FY 2017 level.” The vote was on the motion to concur in the Senate Amendment with an Amendment. The House agreed to the motion, thereby passing the bill, by a vote of 256 to 167. The Senate later agreed to the legislation, sending it to the president, who signed it into law. [House Vote 127, 3/22/18; Congressional Quarterly, 3/22/18; Congressional Actions, H.R. 1625]
· Bill Prevented A Pay Raise For Members Of Congress And The Senate. According to Congressional Quarterly, “The measure includes language to continue the freeze on the pay of members of Congress, thereby preventing any pay increase for FY 2018. A freeze on lawmakers' salaries has been in place since 2010.” [Congressional Quarterly, 3/22/18]
2017: Schweikert Voted For An FY 18 ‘Minibus’ Appropriations Bill That Continued A Pay Freeze For Members Of Congress. In July 2017, Schweikert voted for legislation that would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “provide[d] $788 billion in discretionary funding for fiscal 2018 to various departments, agencies and legislative operations, including $658.1 billion in funding for Defense programs; $88.8 billion in net appropriations subject to discretionary caps for fiscal 2018 that would provide funding for military construction activities and for VA programs and activities; $37.6 billion in net appropriations subject to discretionary caps for fiscal 2018 that would provide funding for the Energy Department, Army Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and related agencies; and $3.6 billion in funding fiscal 2018 for operations of the House of Representatives, joint House-Senate items and legislative branch entities such as the Library of Congress, the Capitol Police, and the Government Accountability Office. The bill would [have] provide[d] $1.6 billion in funding to U.S. Customs and Border Protection for procurement, construction and improvement of a barrier along the southern U.S. border.” The vote was on the bill. The House adopted the bill by a vote of 235 to 192. The Senate took no substantive action on the legislation. [House Vote 435, 7/27/17; Congressional Quarterly, 7/27/17; Congressional Actions, H.R. 3219]
· Legislation Continued A Pay Freeze On Members Of Congress. According to Congressional Quarterly, “The measure includes language to continue the freeze on the pay of members of Congress, thereby preventing any pay increase for FY 2018. A freeze on lawmakers' salaries has been in place since 2010.” [Congressional Quarterly, 7/25/17]
2016: Schweikert Voted For A Continuing Resolution Funding The Government Through April 28, 2017; Legislation Included A Continued Freeze On Congressional Salary. In December 2016, Schweikert voted for an FY 2017 continuing resolution funding the government through April 28, 2017. According to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation would have “provide[d] funding for federal government operations through April 28, 2017, at an annualized discretionary rate of $1.07 trillion. The measure also would [have] provide[d] $170 million in response to the lead-contaminated drinking water system in Flint, Mich., including $100 million in capitalization grants for EPA’s Drinking Water State Revolving Fund that the city could use to repair its drinking water infrastructure. It also would [have] provide[d] $872 million for medical research and anti-opioid addiction grants and would [have] transfer[ed] a net $45 million to support extending health benefits for retired coal miners for four months. It would [have] provide[d] $10.1 billion in additional Overseas Contingency Operations funds for the Defense Department and certain other security-related accounts. The measure also would [have] provide[d] for expedited Senate consideration of legislation that would exempt President-elect Donald Trump’s pick for Defense secretary, retired Marine Corps Gen. James Mattis, from a requirement for seven years to have passed before retired military officers can be the Pentagon chief.” The House agreed to the motion by a vote of 326 to 96 and the Senate later did, sending the bill to President Obama, who signed it into law. [House Vote 620, 12/8/16; Congressional Quarterly, 12/9/16; Congressional Actions, H.R. 2028]
· Legislation Included A Salary Freeze For Members Of Congress. According to Congressional Quarterly, “It also explicitly extends through April 28, 2017, a number of other programs that are set to expire, and it accommodates certain new activities, including: […] Salary Freeze — Freezes salaries for members of Congress by preventing a cost-of-living adjustment that would otherwise go into effect in January 2017.” [Congressional Quarterly, 12/7/16]
2016: Schweikert Voted For Extending Congressional Pay Freeze To End Of Fiscal Year 2017. In June 2016, Schweikert voted for an FY 2017 Legislative Branch appropriations bill, which included a continuing of the pay freeze for members of Congress. According to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation would have “continue[d] the freeze on pay for members of Congress, thereby preventing any pay increase for FY 2017.” The bill also would have “instruct[ed] the Library of Congress to maintain subject headings that reflect terminology used in Title 8 of the U.S. Code, which deals with immigration and nationality. The library earlier this year decided to stop using the term ‘illegal aliens,’ determining that the term had become pejorative.” The overall legislation would have, also according to Congressional Quarterly, “provide[d] $3.5 billion for legislative branch operations, excluding Senate operations, in fiscal 2017. The total would [have] include[d] $1.2 billion for House operations, $629 million for the Library of Congress, $533 million for the Government Accountability Office, $552 million for the Architect of the Capitol and $391 million for the Capitol Police.” The vote was on passage. The House passed the bill by a vote of 233 to 175. The legislation was later turned into a CR, which became law. [House Vote 294, 6/10/16; Congressional Quarterly, 6/10/16; Congressional Quarterly, 6/6/16; Congressional Actions, H.R. 5352]
2015: Schweikert Voted To Freeze Congressional Salaries As Part Of The FY 2016 Legislative Branch Appropriations Bill. In May 2015, Schweikert voted for the FY 2016 legislative branch appropriations bill. According to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation would have “$3.3 billion for legislative branch operations, excluding Senate operations, in fiscal 2016. The total would include $1.2 billion for House operations, $591 million in net appropriations for the Library of Congress, $522 million for the Government Accountability Office, $492 million for the Architect of the Capitol and $369 million for the Capitol Police. As amended, the bill would provide no funding for the Open World Leadership Center.” In addition, also according to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation “continues to freeze the salaries of members of Congress, preventing any pay increase for FY 2016.” The vote was on the bill. The House approved the bill by a vote of 357 to 67. The underling legislation was later modified to be a December Continuing Resolution. [House Vote 247, 5/19/15; Congressional Quarterly, 5/19/15; Congressional Quarterly, 5/18/15; Congressional Actions, H.R. 2250]
October, 2013: Schweikert Voted Against Shutdown-Ending Compromise Agreement, Which Included Provision Blocking Members Of Congress From Receiving A Pay Increase During Fiscal Year 2014. In October 2013, Schweikert voted against a bill that, among its provisions, according to Congressional Quarterly, “explicitly prohibit[ed] a pay increase for members of Congress for FY 2014.” The provision was part of the bill that ended the October 2013 federal government shutdown by temporarily funding the government through January 15, 2014 and effectively suspending the federal debt ceiling through February 7, 2014. The vote was on a motion to concur with the Senate’s version of the bill, which the House agreed to by a vote of 285 to 144. Afterwards, the bill was sent to the president, who signed it into law. [House Vote 550, 10/16/13; Congress.gov, H.R. 2775; Congressional Quarterly, 10/16/13; Congressional Actions, H.R. 2775]
Pay Freeze
2019: Schweikert Voted Against The FY 2020 Minibus Appropriations Bill, Which Continued A Freeze On Salaries Of Members Of Congress. In December 2019, Schweikert voted against the FY 2020 minibus spending bill, which represented 8 of the 12 appropriations bills. According to Congressional Quarterly, the bill “continues the freeze on salaries of members of Congress, thereby preventing any pay increase for 2020; a pay freeze for lawmakers has been in place since 2009. However, it does increase the salary cap on senior staff members to $172,900 to respond to complaints that lower salaries were preventing Congress from attracting staff with the required technical expertise to address complex issues.” The vote was a motion to concur in the Senate amendment. The House agreed to the motion by a vote of 297-120. The Senate later passed the bill and the President signed the bill into law. [House Vote 689, 12/17/19; Congressional Quarterly, 12/17/19; Congressional Actions, H.R.1865]
2015: Schweikert Voted Against Continuing The Freeze On Congressional And Senate Pay As Part Of The FY 2016 Omnibus. In December 2015, Schweikert voted against freezing Congressional and Senate pay. According to Congressional Quarterly, “Funding for House and Senate leadership offices remain flat compared with FY 2015. It continues a pay freeze on the salaries of members of Congress.” The legislation was, according to Congressional Quarterly, a FY 2016 Omnibus Appropriations bill. The vote was on a motion to concur in the Senate amendment to the bill with an amendment. The House agreed to the motion by a vote of 316 to 113. The legislation was later combined with a tax extender bill. The Senate passed the larger measure and the president signed it. [House Vote 705, 12/18/15; Congressional Quarterly, 12/18/15; Congressional Quarterly, 12/15/15; Congressional Quarterly, 12/17/15; Congressional Actions, H.R. 2029]
2013: Schweikert Voted To Extend The Freeze In Congressional Pay For An Additional Three Months Thru End Of December 2013. In February 2013, Schweikert voted for a standalone bill that, according to Congressional Quarterly, would have “extend[ed] the current statutory pay freeze for federal civilian employees — including members of Congress — through Dec. 31, 2013. That would effectively extend the current pay freeze for federal workers by another eight months and the pay freeze for lawmakers by another three months. It would not affect an authorized increase in military pay.” The House passed the bill by a vote of 261 to 154. Subsequently, the bill was sent to the Senate, which, as of December, 2013, had not taken any substantive action on it. [House Vote 44, 2/15/13; Congressional Quarterly, 2/11/13; Congressional Actions, H.R. 273]
· Congressional Pay Frozen At 2009 Pay Levels Through Fiscal Year 2013. According to Congressional Quarterly, “Federal employees have been subject to a statutorily mandated two-year pay freeze that was first enacted in 2010 under the Continuing Appropriations and Surface Transportation Extensions Act (PL 111-322), while lawmakers have blocked pay increases for themselves since 2009. […] The Fiscal Cliff Agreement (PL 112-240) enacted earlier this month [sic: January 2013] extended the pay freeze for members of Congress through Sept. 30, 2013, the end of the current fiscal year.” [Congressional Quarterly, 2/11/13; Congressional Actions, H.R. 8]
Pay Raise Block
2017: Schweikert Voted Against The May 2017 FY 2017 Omnibus Appropriations Bill That Continued Blocking Congressional Pay Raises. In May 2017, Schweikert voted against the FY 2017 omnibus appropriations bill that would keep much of the government open and would have provided $1.16 trillion in discretionary spending. According to Congressional Quarterly, the legislation “include[d] language to continue the freeze on the pay of members of Congress, thereby preventing any pay increase for FY 2017. A freeze on lawmakers’ salaries has been in place since 2010.” Overall, the legislation would have, according to Congressional Quarterly, “provide[d] $1.16 trillion in discretionary appropriations through Sept. 30, 2017 for federal departments and agencies covered by the remaining 11 fiscal 2017 spending bills. […] The measure would also [have] provide[d] $608 million for health benefits for retired coal miners, $296 million for Medicaid payments to Puerto Rico, and $341 million to replace 40 miles of existing fencing along the southwestern border, though the designs of the fencing must have been ‘previously deployed’.” The vote was on a motion to concur in the Senate amendments. The House agreed to the motion by a vote of 309 to 118. The Senate later also agreed to the legislation, sending the bill to the president, who signed it into law. [House Vote 249, 5/3/17; Congressional Quarterly, 5/2/17; Congressional Quarterly, 5/4/17; Congressional Actions, H.R. 244]
