Immigration and National Politics
Summary
· Hinson faces criticism for echoing Trump-era rhetoric and policies on immigration, with opponents accusing her of “fear mongering” and demonizing immigrants rather than seeking comprehensive reform (Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, Gazette)
· Her strong alignment with Trump immigration enforcement risks alienating centrist and moderate voters who may favor bipartisan solutions and more humane policies (Globe Gazette, Daily Nonpareil)
· Public statements blaming the Biden administration for immigration backlogs and characterizing individual hearings as “impractical” have prompted public outrage and paint her as unable to offer concrete solutions (Des Moines Register)
· Her comments about the local impact of immigration (e.g., on schools and clinics) may be perceived as playing into anti-immigrant sentiment, risking backlash from growing immigrant communities and their allies (Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, Globe Gazette)
· Letters to the editor and commentary reveal ongoing dissatisfaction from constituents regarding Hinson’s tough stance on deportation and perceived lack of support for legal pathways or immigrant rights (Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, Gazette)
Public Statements and Media Engagement
Town Hall Statements on Immigration
April 2025: Hinson Linked Immigration Backlog To Biden Administration According to Des Moines Register, “Hinson blamed the Biden administration for creating a backlog of people who came to the country illegally, and she said she’s not sure whether there are enough resources to dedicate to those hearings.” [Des Moines Register, 4/24/25]
April 2025: Hinson Maintained Individual Immigration Hearings Were Impractical According to Des Moines Register, “Look, we’ve got so many that if we had every single one of these people have an individual hearing it would take 100 years,’ Hinson said, drawing a fresh round of outrage from the crowd.” [Des Moines Register, 4/24/25]
Responses to Crit criticism over Immigration Stances
Ashley Hinson Opponent Criticized Her Immigration Rhetoric According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Corkery said Hinson and Republicans are ‘fear mongering’ on the issue of immigration instead of focusing on expanding and improving the legal immigration system.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (Iowa), 10/21/24]
2025: Letter Writer Michael Henning Criticized Ashley Hinson’s Stance on Deporting Migrants According to a letter to the editor published in Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “I’m disappointed with Ashley Hinson’s recent article on deporting migrants and a bill to move federal agencies out of Washington. Why didn’t Hinson push Musk and the others to have Iowa immigrants removed first! She continually expresses intense concern for the safety of Iowans.” [Letter to the Editor - Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 2/8/25]
2025: Michael Henning Criticized Ashley Hinson’s Stance on Deportation and Federal Agencies According to a letter to the editor published in Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “I’m disappointed with Ashley Hinson’s recent article on deporting migrants and a bill to move federal agencies out of Washington. […] Hinson also fell short on proposal to move agencies out of Washington. Why just move the agencies? It would be better to just eliminate them. […] So yes, Hinson is failing to protect Iowans first and provide massive DOGE savings.” [Letter to the Editor - Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 2/8/25]
Press Releases and Op-eds
Hinson Expressed Hope For Bipartisan Border Policy Reforms In Response To Grassley’s Warning According to Muscatine Journal (Iowa), “Asked about Grassley’s remarks, Hinson told The Gazette she’s ‘hopeful that Democrats in both the House and Senate will stop playing politics and work with Republicans to enact the policy changes necessary to secure the border.’” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 12/1/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Stated ‘Children’ Were Main Victims Of Border Chaos According to Daily Nonpareil, ‘One of the main victims of all of this chaos at the border are children,’ Hinson said during a conference call with reporters Thursday. [Daily Nonpareil, 12/1/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson’s Office Cited New York Times Report On Missing Migrant Children According to Daily Nonpareil, ‘The New York Times reported this year that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services could not reach more than 85,000 children released to sponsors, subjecting these children to exploitation, abuse and forced labor, Hinson’s office said. Overall, the department lost immediate contact with a third of migrant children, the Times reported.’ [Daily Nonpareil, 12/1/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Expressed Hope For Bipartisan Action On Border Security According to Daily Nonpareil, “Asked about Grassley’s remarks, Hinson told The Gazette she’s ‘hopeful that Democrats in both the House and Senate will stop playing politics and work with Republicans to enact the policy changes necessary to secure the border.’” [Daily Nonpareil, 12/1/23]
Ashley Hinson Claimed Children Are Primary Victims In Border Chaos In 2023 According to Globe Gazette, ‘“One of the main victims of all of this chaos at the border are children,” Hinson said during a conference call with reporters Thursday.’ [Globe Gazette, 12/1/23]
Ashley Hinson’s Office Cited 2023 New York Times Reporting On Migrant Children According to Globe Gazette, “The New York Times reported this year that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services could not reach more than 85,000 children released to sponsors, subjecting these children to exploitation, abuse and forced labor, Hinson’s office said.” [Globe Gazette, 12/1/23]
Statements on Biden Administration Policies
2024: Hinson Highlighted Immigration And Border Security As Key Issues According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson referred to Vice President Kamala Harris as a ‘border czar,’ stating that 10 million undocumented immigrants have crossed the U.S. border during the current administration’s tenure.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (Iowa), 10/15/24]
Impacts on Iowa and Local Communities
Stance on Iowa-Specific Immigration Issues
2024: Hinson Claimed Iowa Communities Were Affected By Immigration According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “‘I just was at a small school district, you know, they’ve had several dozen new students come in that don’t speak the language,’ Hinson said. ‘We have a recent stop at a health care clinic that I’ve had they’ve had to hire three new people just to be able to translate people coming into our community, even here in Iowa.’” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (Iowa), 10/15/24]
Hinson Emphasized Impact Of Immigration In Iowa Communities According to Globe Gazette, “I just was at a small school district, you know, they’ve had several dozen new students come in that don’t speak the language,’ Hinson said. ‘We have a recent stop at a health care clinic that I’ve had they’ve had to hire three new people just to be able to translate people coming into our community, even here in Iowa.’” [Globe Gazette (Mason City, Iowa), 10/15/24]
2024: Hinson Asserted Migrant Crisis Impacted Iowa Communities According to Telegraph Herald, “It is impacting families here in Iowa,’ she said. ’(A small school district has) had several dozen new students come in that don’t speak the language. (A health care clinic has) had to hire three new people just to deal with translating for these people coming into our communities even here in Iowa.” [Telegraph Herald: Web Edition Articles (Dubuque, Iowa), 10/16/24]
2024: Hinson Highlighted Immigration’s Impact On Iowa Schools And Health Clinics According to Telegraph Herald, “It is impacting families here in Iowa,” she said. “(A small school district has) had several dozen new students come in that don’t speak the language. (A health care clinic has) had to hire three new people just to deal with translating for these people coming into our communities even here in Iowa.” [Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 10/16/24]
2025: Hinson Reported Iowans Support Strong Immigration Enforcement According to Des Moines Register, “‘Frankly, after millions upon millions of people coming across our southern border, I’m hearing from Iowans, that they’re like ’Rah-rah go ahead keep this up’ because that is exactly what they voted for in the mandate that we have to deliver on,’ Hinson said.” [Des Moines Register, 2/1/25]
January 2021: Hinson Characterized America As A Nation Built On Immigration But Called For Smart Policies According to Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), ‘“We’re a country that is built on immigration,” she said. “We need to also make sure that we’re being smart about how we welcome people into this country.”’ [Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), 1/22/21]
January 2021: Hinson Stated The U.S. Should Be Smart About Welcoming Immigrants According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “We’re a country that is built on immigration,” she said. “We need to also make sure that we’re being smart about how we welcome people into this country.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 1/23/21]
November 2023: Hinson Referenced New York Times Report On Missing Migrant Children According to The Gazette, ‘The New York Times reported this year that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services could not reach more than 85,000 children released to sponsors, subjecting these children to exploitation, abuse and forced labor, Hinson’s office said.’ [Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), 12/1/23]
2023: Hinson’s Office Cited NYT Reporting On Lost Contact With Migrant Children According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, ‘The New York Times reported this year that the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services could not reach more than 85,000 children released to sponsors, subjecting these children to exploitation, abuse and forced labor, Hinson’s office said.’ [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 12/1/23]
Comments on Labor Shortages and Agriculture
2019: Ashley Hinson Discussed Immigration As Workforce Issue According to Sioux City Journal, Hinson said, “We need a pipeline to have the workers we need.” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 5/13/19]
2019: Hinson Raised Immigration And Legal Workforce Pipeline As Issues According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “Immigration, regardless of voters’ party affiliation, remains an issue, Hinson said. It’s not only a security issue, she said, but about the need for legal immigration because many employers rely on immigrants to fill jobs. ‘We need a pipeline to have the workers we need,’ she said.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 5/14/19]
Engagement with Iowa Immigrant Communities
June 2021: Hinson Completed A 20-County District Tour And Listened To Legal Immigrants’ Concerns According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson recently concluded a 20-county tour of the 1st District that included a meeting in Cedar Rapids with people who immigrated legally. They told her about navigating the immigration process and problems they and their children face obtaining employment because of a green card backlog.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 6/26/21]
Ashley Hinson Completed 20-County District Tour Meeting Immigrants In 2021 According to Daily Nonpareil, “Hinson recently concluded a 20-county tour of the 1st District that included a meeting in Cedar Rapids with people who immigrated legally.” [Daily Nonpareil, 6/26/21]
Ashley Hinson Heard Concerns About Green Card Backlog From Legal Immigrants In 2021 According to Daily Nonpareil, “They told her about navigating the immigration process and problems they and their children face obtaining employment because of a green card backlog.” [Daily Nonpareil, 6/26/21]
Ashley Hinson Reported Immigrants’ Employment Challenges Due To Green Card Backlog In 2021 According to Daily Nonpareil, “Much of the discussion centered on challenges they feel in employment because of a green card backlog as well as fear of deportation ‘as they see people coming across the border illegally and being given a pat,’ she said.” [Daily Nonpareil, 6/26/21]
November 2023: Hinson Urged Democrats To Work With Republicans On Border Policy Changes According to The Gazette, ‘Asked about Grassley’s remarks, Hinson told The Gazette she’s “hopeful that Democrats in both the House and Senate will stop playing politics and work with Republicans to enact the policy changes necessary to secure the border.”’ [Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), 12/1/23]
Alignment with Republican Party and Trump Administration
Support for Trump-Backed Immigration Actions
2024: Hinson Pledged Support For Trump Immigration Policies According to Globe Gazette, ‘Under President Trump we will secure the border. We will deport these dangerous illegals, and we will make America safe again. And that is a promise,’ she said to applause in August during her annual ‘BBQ Bash’ fundraiser in Cedar Rapids. [Globe Gazette, 10/21/24]
2025: Hinson Echoed Support For Trump Administration Immigration Policies According to Muscatine Journal, “Hinson said Trump and his administration are doing what voters elected them to do. ‘Frankly, after millions upon millions of people coming across our southern border, I’m hearing from Iowans, that they’re like ’rah-rah, go ahead, keep this up’ because that is exactly what they voted for in the mandate that we have to deliver on,’ Hinson said.” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 1/31/25]
Ashley Hinson Claimed Trump Administration Acted On Voters’ Mandate For Immigration Enforcement In 2025 According to Daily Nonpareil, ‘Hinson said Trump and his administration are doing what voters elected them to do. “Frankly, after millions upon millions of people coming across our southern border, I’m hearing from Iowans, that they’re like ‘rah-rah, go ahead, keep this up’ because that is exactly what they voted for in the mandate that we have to deliver on,” Hinson said.’ [Daily Nonpareil, 1/31/25]
2025: Hinson Supported Trump Administration Immigration Enforcement Efforts According to Globe Gazette, ‘Hinson said Trump and his administration are doing what voters elected them to do.’ [Globe Gazette, 2/1/25]
April 2025: Hinson Supported Trump’s Border Security, Tax, and Deregulation Policies According to Daily Nonpareil, “Hinson, who is from Marion, emphasized her support for Trump’s policies, including border security, tax cuts and deregulation.” [Daily Nonpareil (Council Bluffs, Iowa), 4/24/25]
April 2025: Hinson Supported Trump Policies On Border Security, Tax Cuts, And Deregulation According to Muscatine Journal, “Hinson, of Marion, emphasized her support for Trump’s policies, including border security, tax cuts and deregulation.” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 4/24/25]
Statements on Biden Administration Policies
2024: Elaine St. Clair Asserted Ashley Hinson Repeated Trump’s Rhetoric on Immigrants According to a letter to the editor published in Gazette, “Hinson often repeats Trump’s false demonization of people who are fleeing corruption and violence in hopes of starting a new life for their families here in America. They are not criminals and drug peddlers. They simply want to work, get a paycheck, and raise their families safely.” [Letter to the Editor - Gazette, 11/3/24]
Endorsements from Donald Trump
January 2025: Hinson Claimed Trump Administration Was Fulfilling Voter Mandate On Immigration According to Gazette, “Hinson said Trump and his administration are doing what voters elected them to do. ‘Frankly, after millions upon millions of people coming across our southern border, I’m hearing from Iowans, that they’re like ‘rah-rah, go ahead, keep this up’ because that is exactly what they voted for in the mandate that we have to deliver on,’ Hinson said.” [Gazette, 1/31/25]
Ashley Hinson Supported Trump Border Enforcement And Praised Border Czar Tom Homan In 2025 According to Sioux City Journal (Iowa), ‘Asked about recent arrests of undocumented migrants without criminal records amid ramped up immigration enforcement in the last week, Hinson echoed the White House and commended the work of the Trump administration’s border czar Tom Homan.’ [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 1/31/25]
Ashley Hinson Stated Trump Was Delivering On Voters’ Immigration Mandate In 2025 According to Sioux City Journal (Iowa), ‘Hinson said Trump and his administration are doing what voters elected them to do. “Frankly, after millions upon millions of people coming across our southern border, I’m hearing from Iowans, that they’re like ‘rah-rah, go ahead, keep this up’ because that is exactly what they voted for in the mandate that we have to deliver on,” Hinson said.’ [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 1/31/25]
