Legislative Actions and Policy Positions
Summary
· Rep. Ashley Hinson has prioritized improving air travel accessibility for people with disabilities, particularly veterans with service animals, by organizing TSA screening demonstrations and advocating for standardized TSA procedures across airports (Daily Nonpareil, Gazette, Sioux City Journal).
· Hinson consistently emphasized the need for service animal travelers to have consistent, accessible, and comfortable experiences at airport security, citing personal engagement with veterans and advocacy for uniform standards across all TSA checkpoints (Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, Muscatine Journal).
· Beyond travel, Hinson has highlighted the broader importance of service dogs in supporting those with physical disabilities, autism, and post-traumatic stress disorder, commending organizations that train service animals for these roles (KWWL).
· In 2021, Hinson acknowledged issues with stagnant Medicaid reimbursement rates, suggesting a willingness to examine and adjust rates to better serve people with disabilities (Telegraph Herald).
· A potential vulnerability exists in Hinson’s record: in 2020, she was reported to have defended the subminimum wage for people with disabilities, arguing it incentivizes employers to hire them, a position criticized for perpetuating unequal pay (Gazette letter to the editor).
Support for Disabilities Legislation
Funding for Disability-Related Projects
2021: Rep. Ashley Hinson Highlighted Service Dog Importance During Visit According to KWWL, “Rep. Hinson hearing the need to spread the importance of service dogs. ‘You think about the physical disabilities and how a service animal might help them. I’m learning about the training to help people, it’s really inspiring to me,’ Hinson said.” [KWWL, 1/28/21]
Retrieving Freedom Trained Service Dogs For Children With Autism And Veterans With Disabilities In 2021 According to KWWL, “Retrieving Freedom in Waverly trains service dogs for children with autism, and veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder or disabilities.” [KWWL, 1/28/21]
July 2021: Ashley Hinson Called For Examination of Medicaid Reimbursement Rates According to Telegraph Herald, “And Hinson agreed, saying a change is needed. ‘I do agree that the reimbursement rate, if it’s the same as it’s been for decades, we need to take a look at that,’ she said. ‘They’re utilizing grant programs but also trying to find those efficiencies to serve people who need that extra help.’” [Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 7/24/21]
2023: Hinson Sought To Standardize TSA Procedures For Service Animals According to Daily Nonpareil, “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Daily Nonpareil, 8/31/23]
Hinson Advocated For Standardized TSA Procedures For Service Animal Travelers As Of August 2023 According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 8/31/23]
Education and Schools Policy
School Incident Reporting Legislation
2020: Letter Writer Bill Stumpf Reported Ashley Hinson Defended Subminimum Wage for People with Disabilities According to a letter to the editor published in Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), “I was reminded of this unfair practice earlier this month when Hinson defended the subminimum wage as she campaigned to be elected to Congress. While trying to defend her own record of failing to support a minimum-wage increase, Hinson went out of her way to rationalize paying people with disabilities less, arguing that employers hire people with disabilities because of the very fact that they can pay them less — all but declaring that my son’s labor is worth less compared to that of his non disabled peers.” [Letter to the Editor - Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), 10/6/20]
Healthcare Accessibility
Access to Birth Control for People with Disabilities
August 2023: Rep. Ashley Hinson Staged TSA Walk-Through at Eastern Iowa Airport to Address Service Dog Travel Challenges According to Gazette, “The walk-through Monday at The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids was part of a screening demonstration organized by Iowa Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson. Hinson, of Marion, has been working with TSA officials to ease challenges veterans and those with disabilities face when traveling with service animals.” [Gazette, 8/28/23]
2023: Hinson Pursued Standardized TSA Procedures for Service Animal Travel Challenges According to Gazette, “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Gazette, 8/28/23]
August 2023: Hinson Stated Commitment to Accessible Air Travel for Disabled Passengers According to Gazette, “‘No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,’ she said.” [Gazette, 8/28/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Organized TSA Screening Demonstration To Address Service Animal Challenges For Veterans According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “The walk-through Monday at The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids was part of a screening demonstration organized by Iowa Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson. Hinson, of Marion, has been working with TSA officials to ease challenges veterans and those with disabilities face when traveling with service animals.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Stated Intent To Establish Standardized TSA Procedures For Veterans With Service Animals According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Expressed Commitment To Comfortable Travel For People With Medical Or Disability-Related Needs According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “With the COVID-19 national emergency over, ‘we want more people to be traveling’ and feel comfortable doing so, Hinson said. ‘No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,’ she said.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 8/29/23]
August 2023: Hinson Organized TSA Demonstration To Address Service Animal Travel Challenges For Veterans According to Globe Gazette, “The walk-through Monday at The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids was part of a screening demonstration organized by Iowa Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson. Hinson, of Marion, has been working with TSA officials to ease challenges veterans and those with disabilities face when traveling with service animals.” [Globe Gazette, 8/29/23]
August 2023: Hinson Sought Standardized TSA Procedures For Service Animal Owners According to Globe Gazette, “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Globe Gazette, 8/29/23]
August 2023: Hinson Expressed Desire For Inclusive And Comfortable Air Travel According to Globe Gazette, ‘With the COVID-19 national emergency over, “we want more people to be traveling” and feel comfortable doing so, Hinson said. “No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,” she said.’ [Globe Gazette, 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Organized TSA Screening Demonstration For Veterans With Service Dogs According to Daily Nonpareil, “The walk-through Monday at The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids was part of a screening demonstration organized by Iowa Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson. Hinson, of Marion, has been working with TSA officials to ease challenges veterans and those with disabilities face when traveling with service animals.” [Daily Nonpareil, 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Sought To Standardize TSA Procedures For Veterans With Service Animals According to Daily Nonpareil, “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Daily Nonpareil, 8/29/23]
2023: Hinson Expressed Desire For Safe And Comfortable Travel For Those With Service Needs According to Daily Nonpareil, “‘No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,’ she said.” [Daily Nonpareil, 8/31/23]
August 2023: Hinson Expressed Desire To Make Travel More Comfortable For Passengers With Medical Challenges According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “With the COVID-19 national emergency over, ‘we want more people to be traveling’ and feel comfortable doing so, Hinson said. ‘No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,’ she said.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 8/31/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Encouraged Comfort And Accessibility In Air Travel For People With Disabilities According to Daily Nonpareil, “With the COVID-19 national emergency over, ‘we want more people to be traveling’ and feel comfortable doing so, Hinson said. ‘No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,’ she said.” [Daily Nonpareil, 8/29/23]
2023: Hinson Organized TSA Screening Demonstration For Veterans With Service Animals According to Sioux City Journal, “The walk-through Monday at The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids was part of a screening demonstration organized by Iowa Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson. Hinson, of Marion, has been working with TSA officials to ease challenges veterans and those with disabilities face when traveling with service animals.” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
Hinson Sought Standardized TSA Procedures For Service Animal Travel In 2023 According to Sioux City Journal, “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
2023: Hinson Supported Making Air Travel Comfortable For Those With Disabilities According to Sioux City Journal, “With the COVID-19 national emergency over, ‘we want more people to be traveling’ and feel comfortable doing so, Hinson said. ‘No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,’ she said.” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Organized TSA Screening Demonstration For Veterans With Service Animals According to Muscatine Journal (Iowa), “The walk-through Monday at The Eastern Iowa Airport in Cedar Rapids was part of a screening demonstration organized by Iowa Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson. Hinson, of Marion, has been working with TSA officials to ease challenges veterans and those with disabilities face when traveling with service animals.” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Cited Travel Challenges For Veterans And Service Animals As Motivation For Congressional Action According to Muscatine Journal (Iowa), “Hinson said she learned of some of the challenges Dirks and other veterans with service animals face when going through airport security.” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Advocated For TSA Standardization Of Procedures For Veterans With Service Animals According to Muscatine Journal (Iowa), “Hinson said one of the reasons she engaged Dirks and the TSA was to establish a standard, ‘so everywhere you travel you’re going to experience that same procedure so we make it as easy as possible for veterans and service animals to travel.’” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Stated Goal Of Making Air Travel Accessible For Individuals With Disabilities And Medical Conditions According to Muscatine Journal (Iowa), “No matter what challenge you may face, whether it’s a disability that requires you have a service animal, or a medical challenge (such as insulin pumps) … we just want to make sure people feel comfortable traveling and know what their options are,” she said. [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
