Support for Service Members and Veterans
Summary
· Ashley Hinson has actively supported mental health initiatives for veterans, co-sponsoring and helping pass the bipartisan Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act to expand services, especially in rural areas, and consistently promoted crisis resources during challenging events such as the Afghanistan withdrawal (Telegraph Herald, Waterloo Courier).
· She played a role in the passage of the PACT Act, which expands VA benefits for veterans exposed to toxic substances, after initially voting against an earlier House version due to concerns about its impact, and later supported a revised, more targeted Senate bill that became law (Journal-Eureka, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier).
· Hinson has publicly recognized the importance of honoring veterans’ service, awarding medals and emphasizing modernization of military records for faster access to benefits, and stating her support for veterans transcends politics (Waterloo Courier, Gazette).
· She has advocated for increased pay for junior enlisted service members, noting previous pay levels were insufficient for military families and supported defense legislation to address this (Gazette).
· Potential vulnerabilities include Hinson’s votes against proposals to automatically enroll veterans in VA health care and to expand GI Bill benefits for National Guard and Reserve members, citing concerns about VA capacity and legislative process (Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, Globe Gazette).
· Hinson has emphasized the need for government and VA efficiency, responding to concerns about potential impacts of VA workforce reductions on veterans’ care by seeking assurances from the VA Secretary, and pledging to investigate any negative effects (Sioux City Journal, Gazette).
Veterans’ Healthcare and Benefits
Expansion of mental health services
Ashley Hinson Shared Mental Health Resources For Veterans In August 2021 According to Des Moines Register, “Hinson also shared mental health resources for veterans who are struggling, including a veterans crisis line at 800-273-8255.” [Des Moines Register (Iowa), 8/17/21]
August 2021: Hinson Encouraged Veterans To Use Crisis Line Amid Afghanistan Withdrawal According to Waterloo Courier (Iowa), “Servadio Elias added veterans who are ‘triggered by current events’ should call the Veterans Crisis Line at 800-273-8255, something U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson, a Republican serving the First District in eastern Iowa, also encouraged that Sunday ‘as the situation in Afghanistan unfolds.’ ‘I can’t imagine the emotional and mental health toll that the horrific situation in Afghanistan is having on them,’ Hinson wrote in a release Sunday. She noted the Crisis Line could also be accessed via text at 838-255, or by visiting VeteransCrisisLine.net.” [Waterloo Courier (Iowa), 8/17/21]
August 2021: Ashley Hinson Encouraged Veterans To Access Crisis Support Amid Afghanistan Withdrawal According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “veterans who are ‘triggered by current events’ should call the Veterans Crisis Line at (800) 273-8255, something U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson, a Republican serving the 1st Congressional District in eastern Iowa, also encouraged Sunday ‘as the situation in Afghanistan unfolds.’” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 8/17/21]
August 2021: Ashley Hinson Shared Mental Health Resources For Veterans Amid Afghanistan Withdrawal According to Iowa City Press-Citizen, “Hinson also shared mental health resources for veterans who are struggling, including a veterans crisis line at 800-273-8255.” [Iowa City Press-Citizen, 8/18/21]
2022: Hinson Co-Sponsored Legislation Expanding Mental Health Services For Rural Veterans According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “President Joe Biden in June signed the Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act into law. […] The bill was sponsored by Iowa Democratic U.S. Rep. Cindy Axne of West Des Moines and co-sponsored by Hinson and fellow Iowa Republican U.S. Reps. Mariannette Miller-Meeks of Ottumwa and Randy Feenstra of Hull.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 9/7/22]
2022: Hinson Supported Expanding Rural Veterans’ Mental Health Services According to Globe Gazette, Hinson “helped pass legislation to expand access to mental health care services for veterans in rural areas.” [Globe Gazette (Mason City, Iowa), 10/9/22]
2021: Ashley Hinson Led Bipartisan Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act According to an editorial published in Telegraph Herald, “She was her party’s lead on the bipartisan Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act, which was signed into law last year.” [Editorial - Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 10/23/22]
April 2024: Hinson Highlighted Efforts To Fund Mental Health Services For Veterans According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson also highlighted her efforts in Congress to provide funding for mental health resources, particularly for veterans, and support for HUD programs like block grants that support mental health services at the state level.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 4/26/24]
Support for VA funding and reforms
2022: Letter Writer Amy Adams Claimed Ashley Hinson Voted Against Evest Act for Veterans According to a letter to the editor published in Globe Gazette, “just last week Ashley Hinson VOTED AGAINST the bi-partisan Evest Act, which would automatically enroll veterans into the VA healthcare system. The bill does not change who is eligible for VA health benefits; it simply eliminates the red tape and time veterans would take navigating the system on their own after separation.” [Letter to the Editor - Globe Gazette, 2/4/22]
2022: Letter Writer Amy Adams Stated Ashley Hinson Voted Against American Rescue Plan With Veteran Provisions According to a letter to the editor published in Globe Gazette, “She [Hinson] voted against the American Rescue Plan which contained numerous provisions to enhance VA healthcare facilities and aided veterans with job training and collection of overdue benefits.” [Letter to the Editor - Globe Gazette, 2/4/22]
2022: Letter Writer Amy Adams Reported Ashley Hinson Promised to Advocate for Veterans According to a letter to the editor published in Globe Gazette, “In it Hinson stated, ‘Advocating for Veterans: I’ll continue working to ensure our veterans receive the care they deserve.’” [Letter to the Editor - Globe Gazette, 2/4/22]
Ashley Hinson Emphasized Recognizing Veterans’ Sacrifices And Improving Benefits In 2024 According to Gazette, “Hinson emphasizes the importance of recognizing veterans’ sacrifices, and highlighted legislative efforts to improve veterans’ care and benefits. She noted the House last week passed an $859 billion defense bill that includes a 14.5 percent pay raise for junior enlisted service members and a 4.5 percent increase for all other members.” [Gazette, 12/16/24]
Ashley Hinson Cited VA Secretary Doug Collins’s Assurances That Workforce Reductions Would Not Affect Veteran Care As Of March 2025 According to Muscatine Journal, ‘Hinson cited Collins’ assurances that none of the reductions in workforce would impact direct care. “So if that is happening, I certainly want to know about it,” she said. “… Unfortunately, we have some people working within the bureaucracy who are deliberately trying to undermine the Trump administration’s goals of finding efficiencies and providing the best service for veterans.” Hinson said she intends to investigate the claims and ‘fact find on what’s actually happening, because my goal is to make sure veterans are getting the care that they deserve.’ [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 3/7/25]
2025: Hinson Cited VA Secretary’s Assurances That Workforce Cuts Would Not Impact Direct Care According to Globe Gazette, ‘Hinson cited Collins’ assurances that none of the reductions in workforce will impact direct care. “So if that is happening, I certainly want to know about it,” she said.’ [Globe Gazette, 3/7/25]
2025: Hinson Intended To Investigate Claims Of Negative Impact From VA Job Cuts According to Globe Gazette, ‘Hinson said she intends to investigate the claims and “fact find on what’s actually happening, because my goal is to make sure veterans are getting the care that they deserve.”’ [Globe Gazette, 3/7/25]
April 2025: Hinson Reiterated Commitment To Veterans And Government Efficiency Amid Concerns According to Gazette, “Hinson acknowledged the concerns and emphasized the need for efficiency and accountability in government agencies, including the VA, and reiterated her commitment to supporting veterans and ensuring they have good jobs and access to necessary services.” [Gazette (Cedar Rapids, IA), 4/24/25]
2022: Hinson Voted Against House Bill Expanding Health Benefits For Veterans Exposed To Toxic Substances According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Democratic challenger and state Sen. Liz Mathis of Hiawatha has criticized Hinson over her support of veterans, noting the first-term Republican incumbent voted against a House bill that would have expanded health care benefits to veterans exposed to toxic burn pits and other hazardous substances during their military service.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 9/7/22]
2022: Hinson Supported Companion Senate Bill Expanding Veterans’ Health Benefits, Which Became Law According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “While Hinson did vote against the bill that originated in the U.S. House of Representatives, H.R. 3967, she voted for the U.S. Senate version of the bill, S. 3373, which passed and became law.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 9/7/22]
2022: Hinson Opposed Automatic VA Health Care Enrollment For Eligible Veterans According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson also voted against a House-passed bill that would automatically enroll eligible veterans in the VA Health Care System as they transition out of the military. Currently, veterans must proactively apply for health care benefits at the VA. The House-passed bill would require the department to instead automatically enroll veterans who meet existing eligibility criteria for VA health care.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 9/7/22]
2022: Hinson Cited Concerns About Overburdening VA In Rejecting Automatic Enrollment Bill According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “‘It’s not very common sense to me to pass a bill that’s going to put undue burdens on a facility that can’t implement that in the first place,’ Hinson told reporters last month following a tour of the Iowa City VA Medical Center with Miller-Meeks and U.S. Rep. Mike Bost, R-Ill., the ranking member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 9/7/22]
Improving access to veteran benefits
2022: Letter Writer Amy Adams Claimed Ashley Hinson Voted Against GI Bill Expansion for National Guard and Reserve According to a letter to the editor published in Globe Gazette, “Again, last week, Hinson voted against a bipartisan bill ensuring GI Bill benefits to members of the National Guard and Reserve when they conduct training, active military service, inactive training, and general duty for which pay is warranted.” [Letter to the Editor - Globe Gazette, 2/4/22]
2025: Ashley Hinson Sought Assurances That VA Job Cuts Would Not Affect Veteran Care According to Sioux City Journal, “Hinson cited Collins’ assurances that none of the reductions in workforce would impact direct care. ‘So if that is happening, I certainly want to know about it,’ she said. ‘… Unfortunately, we have some people working within the bureaucracy who are deliberately trying to undermine the Trump administration’s goals of finding efficiencies and providing the best service for veterans.’ Hinson said she intends to investigate the claims and ‘fact find on what’s actually happening, because my goal is to make sure veterans are getting the care that they deserve.’” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 3/7/25]
2025: Hinson Cited VA Secretary’s Assurance On Workforce Reductions According to Sioux City Journal, ‘Hinson cited Collins’ assurances that none of the reductions in workforce would impact direct care. “So if that is happening, I certainly want to know about it,” she said. “… Unfortunately, we have some people working within the bureaucracy who are deliberately trying to undermine the Trump administration’s goals of finding efficiencies and providing the best service for veterans.”’ [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 3/9/25]
2025: Hinson Pledged To Investigate VA Claims To Ensure Veteran Care According to Sioux City Journal, ‘Hinson said she intends to investigate the claims and “fact find on what’s actually happening, because my goal is to make sure veterans are getting the care that they deserve.”’ [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 3/9/25]
April 2025: Ashley Hinson Emphasized Supporting Veterans And Job Security At VA According to Sioux City Journal, “Hinson acknowledged the concerns and emphasized the need for efficiency and accountability in government agencies, including the VA, and reiterated her commitment to supporting veterans and ensuring they have good jobs and access to necessary services.” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 4/24/25]
April 2025: Hinson Criticized Efficiency Of VA Bureaucracy According to Globe Gazette, Hinson said the VA has “sadly” become a bloated bureaucracy and “I want to make sure we’re providing the services to veterans and being able to do that in very targeted way, an efficient way. And I think one of those efficiencies is respecting taxpayers in this process.” [Globe Gazette, 4/24/25]
2022: Hinson Defended Votes Against Certain Veterans’ Benefits Bills According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, ‘Hinson said both bills “hadn’t been given a proper process in terms of hearing from the VA about potential impacts.” […] She noted bills not having a Congressional Budget Office score attached a prediction of the estimated cost are sometimes the reason she voted against them.’ [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 2/17/22]
2022: Hinson Noted House Passed Bill For More VA Information For Women According to Telegraph Herald, “Hinson noted that the U.S. House of Representatives recently passed a bill requiring more information on services offered through the VA to be made available to women, which she hopes the Senate also will support.” [Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 10/7/22]
April 2025: Hinson Addressed VA Employee Concerns And Supported Government Efficiency According to Muscatine Journal, “Hinson acknowledged the concerns and emphasized the need for efficiency and accountability in government agencies, including the VA, and reiterated her commitment to supporting veterans and ensuring they have good jobs and access to necessary services.” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 4/24/25]
2022: Letter Writer Stated Ashley Hinson Worked on Bipartisan Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act According to a letter to the editor published in Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson worked on the bipartisan Sgt. Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act, legislation that ensures veterans in rural areas can access mental health services.” [Letter to the Editor - Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 6/7/22]
Public recognition of veterans
2022: Mathis Criticized Hinson For Voting Against Veterans’ Legislation Including PACT Act According to Telegraph Herald, “In an emailed statement to the Telegraph Herald on Thursday, Mathis criticized Hinson for voting against legislation supporting veterans, including ‘playing politics’ by initially voting against the PACT Act before supporting it in its final form.” [Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 10/7/22]
Recognition and Advocacy for Veterans
Public recognition of veterans
June 2024: Ashley Hinson Presented National Defense Service Ribbon To Korean War Veteran Dickie Johnson According to Waterloo Courier, “U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson, R-2nd District, bestowed a National Defense Service Ribbon to Korean War veteran Corp. Dickie Johnson at the Waverly Area Veterans Post on Friday morning.” [Waterloo Courier (Iowa), 6/7/24]
June 2024: Ashley Hinson Spoke On The Importance Of Honoring Veterans At Waverly Ceremony According to Waterloo Courier, “We’ve got to celebrate our patriots in this country and those who have stepped up to serve,” said Hinson. “When I look at the corporal, I think it is incredibly meaningful and a good opportunity to remind our next generation of that selfless service and sacrifice.” [Waterloo Courier (Iowa), 6/7/24]
Ashley Hinson Stated Support For Veterans Transcended Politics In June 2024 According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “For Hinson, supporting veterans ‘transcends politics.’” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 6/7/24]
Ashley Hinson Honored Legacy Of Vietnam Veteran Henry Arthur Gretten In 2024 Ceremony According to Gazette, ‘I am so humbled to have this opportunity to properly recognize his legacy and honor his incredible sacrifice to our country and the sacrifice for his family and all of ours,’ Hinson said.” [Gazette, 12/16/24]
2022: Hinson Expressed Commitment To Supporting All Iowa Veterans According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “‘Veterans should never have to go without the help and support they need, no matter where they live in Iowa,’ Hinson said in a statement announcing the launch of the new ad.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, 9/7/22]
September 2022: Ashley Hinson Launched First TV Ad Highlighting Veterans Support According to The Daily Nonpareil, “Iowa U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson is touting her support of veterans in her first TV ad of the election cycle. The Marion Republican will launch her first TV ad of the cycle on Tuesday, part of a more than $2 million planned ad buy between now and Election Day on Nov. 8.” [The Daily Nonpareil, 9/8/22]
2023: Ashley Hinson Emphasized The Importance Of Recognizing Veterans’ Sacrifice During The Holidays According to Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), “I think the holidays are a great time for us to take a moment to pause and reflect and think about what it means to be American and how blessed we are,” Hinson said. “(I want people) to truly understand that freedom is not free, and there are so many who are going to be serving our country and spending Christmas away from their families.” [Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 12/20/23]
2023: Ashley Hinson Called Charles Lester ‘A Hero’ And Said The Recognition Was Overdue According to Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), ‘“Private Lester was a hero, and this recognition is long overdue,” Hinson said.’ [Telegraph Herald (Dubuque, IA), 12/20/23]
Legislation in support of veterans
June 2024: Ashley Hinson Highlighted Her Legislative Work For Veterans Including The Sergeant Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act And The PACT Act According to Waterloo Courier, “Hinson also took time to acknowledge the bills she’s helped write or sponsor to support veterans across the country like the Sergeant Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act, and the PACT Act, a law that expands VA health care and benefits for veterans exposed to burn pits, Agent Orange, and other toxic substances.” [Waterloo Courier (Iowa), 6/7/24]
Ashley Hinson Acknowledged Sponsorship And Support Of Veterans Legislation As Of June 2024 According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier, “Hinson also took time to acknowledge the bills she’s helped write or sponsor to support veterans across the country like the Sergeant Ketchum Rural Veterans Mental Health Act, and the PACT Act, a law that expands VA health care and benefits for veterans exposed to burn pits, Agent Orange, and other toxic substances.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 6/7/24]
Ashley Hinson Urged Modernization Of Military Records For Faster Medal Access In 2024 According to Gazette, “She also stressed the need to modernize and digitize military records to expedite the process of helping veterans and their families receive the medals they deserve.” [Gazette, 12/16/24]
Community engagement with veteran groups
Ashley Hinson Encouraged Veterans To Contact Her Office For Medal Assistance In 2024 According to Gazette, “Hinson encouraged Iowa veterans and family members of veterans to contact her office for help obtaining missing service medals.” [Gazette, 12/16/24]
Hinson Invited Veteran Trent Dirks To 2023 State Of The Union According to Sioux City Journal, “Hinson met Dirks and Tracer when she visited Retrieving Freedom in 2021. The duo has inspired her efforts in Congress to improve veterans’ mental health care access, and she invited Dirks as her guest at this year’s State of the Union address.” [Sioux City Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
2021: Ashley Hinson Met Veteran Trent Dirks And Service Dog Tracer At Retrieving Freedom According to Muscatine Journal (Iowa), “Hinson met Dirks and Tracer when she visited Retrieving Freedom in 2021. The duo has inspired her efforts in Congress to improve veterans’ mental health care access, and she invited Dirks as her guest at this year’s State of the Union address.” [Muscatine Journal (Iowa), 8/29/23]
Military Family Support
Policies supporting military families
Ashley Hinson Stated Service Member Pay Was Insufficient Before 2024 Defense Bill According to Gazette, “The Eastern Iowa lawmaker said service member pay was so low, many military families ‘could have been on food assistance programs.’ ‘And I think that’s unacceptable,’ Hinson said.” [Gazette, 12/16/24]
December 2023: Hinson Noted That 18-Year-Olds In The Military Can Drive Heavy Machinery According to Telegraph Herald, “Hinson also pointed out that 18-year-olds in the military are allowed to drive heavy machinery while serving.” [Telegraph Herald, 12/9/23]
Legislation in support of veterans
August 2022: Ashley Hinson Supported Final Version Of The PACT Act According to Journal-Eureka (Anamosa, Iowa), Hinson said, “I’m happy with the final version of the PACT Act that I was able to support.” [Journal-Eureka (Anamosa, Iowa), 8/11/22]
March 2022: Ashley Hinson Voted Against Previous Version Of The PACT Act According to Journal-Eureka (Anamosa, Iowa), “Hinson had voted against a previous version of the bill in March but said the updated bill was one she could get behind.” [Journal-Eureka (Anamosa, Iowa), 8/11/22]
Ashley Hinson Cited Specificity And Impact On VA Services As Reason For Supporting Final PACT Act According to Journal-Eureka (Anamosa, Iowa), Hinson “said this version was more targeted in ensuring veterans get the help they needed without negatively impacting the services the VA is already trying to provide.” [Journal-Eureka (Anamosa, Iowa), 8/11/22]
