Overview of Personal Litigation
Summary
· Hinson’s 2020 congressional campaign was marred by plagiarism allegations, with passages copied verbatim from news outlets and her opponent’s materials, which she acknowledged and apologized for (Des Moines Register, KWWL)
· She attributed the plagiarism to a consulting firm employee but admitted to approving the drafts herself, raising questions about oversight and accountability (Des Moines Register, KWWL)
· Hinson responded to the plagiarism controversy by firing the consulting company and publicly expressing regret, yet also suggested the episode was a partisan attack, potentially undermining the sincerity of her apology (Des Moines Register, KWWL)
· In 2021, Democrats filed an ethics complaint against Hinson alleging misuse of official House resources for grassroots lobbying on election disputes, a charge her office has denied (Gazette, Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier)
· The unresolved ethics allegations and the perception that ethical lines were skirted—whether involving campaign communications or official resources—pose ongoing political vulnerabilities (Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier)
Nature of Legal Actions
Relevant Legal Context
2020: New York Times Reported Hinson Plagiarized Passages From News Outlets And Opponent According to Des Moines Register, “The New York Times reported on Monday that Hinson, a former television news reporter and anchor and state representative from Marion, had plagiarized passages from news outlets including the Des Moines Register and the Times. Hinson repeated the passages word for word in op-eds and on her campaign site without giving credit to the original sources. She also used near-identical language as her opponent, U.S. Rep. Abby Finkenauer, used in her platform on veterans issues, the Times reported.” [Des Moines Register, 7/22/20]
2021: Iowa Democratic Party Filed Ethics Complaint Against Hinson For Alleged Use Of Office Resources According to Gazette, “The Iowa Democratic Party filed an ethics complaint against Hinson, alleging she used official office resources to conduct grassroots lobbying, which the congresswoman denies. The House Ethics Committee has taken no action on it.” [Gazette, 4/16/21]
Overall Impact
2020: Hinson Took Responsibility For The Plagiarism And Issued Apology According to Des Moines Register, ‘“I strive to hold myself to a high level of integrity and the plagiarism that was brought to my attention from the New York Times reporting is unacceptable to me and to Iowans. I immediately took action when the mistakes were brought to my attention. I sincerely apologize and take full responsibility.”’ [Des Moines Register, 7/22/20]
2020: Hinson Terminated Relationship With FP1 Strategies After Plagiarism Incident According to Des Moines Register, ‘“That firm that I had been using and that employee have both been terminated. I’m not doing any more work with them,” Hinson said in the KWWL interview. Her campaign manager, Jimmy Peacock, confirmed that the firm is FP1 Strategies, based in Arlington, Virginia.’ [Des Moines Register, 7/22/20]
2020: Hinson Suggested Plagiarism Allegations Were A Partisan Attack According to Des Moines Register, ‘After apologizing for the plagiarism in the KWWL interview and saying she would oversee the vetting process going forward, Hinson also suggested that the allegations were a partisan attack against her. “I think people see this for what it is, which was a partisan attack on me and I think I take things in stride and I’m moving forward because that’s what people expect a leader to do,” she said.’ [Des Moines Register, 7/22/20]
2020: Ashley Hinson Apologized For Plagiarism In Her Congressional Campaign Materials According to KWWL, “Ashley Hinson, again apologized in addressing allegations of plagiarism leveled against her in a New York Times report.” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
2020: Hinson Fired The Consulting Company Involved In The Plagiarism Controversy According to KWWL, “Hinson said she has fired the consulting company and says she will be more directly involved in the approval process going forward.” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
2020: Hinson Said The Plagiarism Allegations Were A Partisan Attack According to KWWL, “Hinson also called her campaign controversy something else. ‘I think people see this for what it it, which was a partisan attack on me,’ she said.” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
2020: Hinson Expressed Regret And Stressed Importance Of Integrity According to KWWL, “The Linn County State Representative said, ‘It’s absolutely appalling to me that this happened. I know it’s unacceptable to me, and I know it’s unacceptable to voters, and that’s why I want to take ownership,’ she added, ‘Integrity is what matters to me.’” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
2021: Democrats Alleged Hinson Used Official Social Media For Lobbying On Election Challenge According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “the request says Hinson used official office social media accounts to lobby people on a Democrat-led challenge to the election results in eastern Iowa’s 2nd District. The Democratic Party’s request notes that, in a series of videos, Hinson asks people to contact their representatives to urge them to reject the Democrats’ challenge of the 2nd District election results.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
Iowa Democrats Claimed Hinson Solicited Public Opposition To 2nd District Election Petition In 2021 According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “‘On multiple occasions, Rep. Hinson has used her official social media accounts to solicit support from the general public for her opposition to an outstanding contest petition in a neighboring congressional district,’ says the request, which is signed by Iowa Democratic Party chairman Mark Smith. ‘(Hinson) has repeatedly urged her constituents and followers to call Speaker (Nancy) Pelosi and other representatives and tell them not to support the contest petition.’” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
Hinson’s Office Denied Ethics Violation Allegations In 2021 According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “Since the Hart campaign challenged in the election results in the U.S. House, the issue is official House business, Hinson’s office said. And Hinson’s staff pointed to myriad examples of U.S. House Democrats also using official office social media channels to encourage constituents to lobby fellow House members on various issues.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
Type of Lawsuits Filed
2020: Hinson Said Consulting Firm Employee Was Responsible For Plagiarized Material According to Des Moines Register, ‘She said in a Tuesday night interview with KWWL-TV that an employee for a consulting firm hired by her campaign included the plagiarized passages in pieces of writing that she later approved.’ [Des Moines Register, 7/22/20]
2020: Hinson Attributed Plagiarism To A Consulting Company Employee According to KWWL, “She also placed the plagiarism blame on an employee of a consulting company she was using for her Congressional campaign. She said the employee had done some background writing for her.” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
2020: Hinson Claimed She Was Unaware Of The Plagiarism When Approving Drafts According to KWWL, “She said she wanted to own up to what happened, although she maintains she was unaware that some of the sentences, phrases and paragraphs had been plagiarized from other news outlets for some of her Op-Ed pieces.” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
2020: Hinson Acknowledged Approving A Draft That Included Plagiarized Material According to KWWL, “Hinson admitted approving a ‘draft’ of the material, which was later published as her own words.” [KWWL, 7/21/20]
January 2021: Iowa Democratic Party Requested Ethics Investigation Into Ashley Hinson According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “The Iowa Democratic Party has asked a nonpartisan U.S. House ethics body to investigate Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson over what the Democrats say are ethics violations, an accusation the Congresswoman’s office disputes.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
2021: Iowa Democrats Alleged Hinson Used Official Resources For Grassroots Lobbying According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “The request alleges Hinson, a first-term Republican from eastern Iowa’s 1st District, used official office resources to conduct grassroots lobbying, which the Democrats allege violates House ethics rules.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
2021: Ethics Complaint Claimed Hinson Used Social Media To Lobby Against 2nd District Challenge According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “The Democrat’s request notes that, in a series of videos, Hinson asks people to contact their representatives to urge them to reject the Democrats’ challenge of the 2nd District election results.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
Iowa Democratic Party Requested House Ethics Investigation Of Hinson In 2021 According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “The Iowa Democratic Party has asked a nonpartisan U.S. House ethics body to investigate Republican U.S. Rep. Ashley Hinson over what the Democrats say are ethics violations, an accusation the Congresswoman’s office disputes.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
Overall Impact
2021: Hinson’s Office Disputed Ethics Violation Allegations According to Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), “And Hinson’s staff pointed to myriad examples of U.S. House Democrats also using official office social media channels to encourage constituents to lobby fellow House members on various issues.” [Waterloo-Cedar Falls Courier (IA), 1/18/21]
