Criticisms, Oversight, and Political Advocacy
Summary
· Repeated amplification of false or unverified claims, such as FEMA diverting disaster funds to undocumented immigrants, opens Luna to allegations of spreading misinformation (Washington Post, Islander News)
· Persistent claims of political bias and discrimination within FEMA, often without publicly available evidence, risk portrayals of Luna as undermining trust in federal disaster management agencies (Fox News, NBC - 8 WFLA)
· Calls for sweeping agency overhauls and full-scale investigations may be criticized as partisan attacks that could hinder effective disaster relief and bipartisan cooperation (NBC - 8 WFLA)
· Accusations that the Biden administration prioritizes foreign aid or certain populations over domestic disaster victims contribute to a narrative of division, but also risk backlash if not substantiated (Fox News, Fox News Ingraham Angle)
· Criticism of reputable media outlets (e.g., calling for retractions from The New York Times) places Luna in potential conflict with mainstream press and may deepen perceptions of partisanship (Fox News)
· Emphasis on avoiding partisanship while engaging in highly politicized rhetoric or actions could appear contradictory and undermine credibility (NBC - 8 WFLA, NBC - 8 WFLA)
Criticism of Government Response and Bureaucratic Challenges
Concerns about federal disaster bureaucracy
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Propagated Falsehoods About FEMA Funds According to Washington Post, “Rep. Anna Paulina Luna (R-Florida) has propagated falsehoods that the Federal Emergency Management Agency diverted disaster-relief funds to undocumented migrants.” [Washington Post, 11/1/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized FEMA As A Politicized Branch In an interview with CQ Transcriptions, Anna Paulina Luna said, “As you’re seeing, Maria, it’s not just the DOJ. It’s also with FEMA. We know that this was a very politicized branch, and that simply can’t stand, especially in a constitutional republic.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with CQ Transcriptions, 11/10/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Alleged FEMA Discrimination Was Part Of Larger Pattern, Not Isolated Incident In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I do believe that, as you saw, this was a very weaponized administration, and I do think that they know of more instances, but they’re probably covering up for it. So, it’s our job to get to the bottom of it.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/12/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Expressed Outrage Over Alleged FEMA Discrimination Against Trump Supporters In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I mean, it’s infuriating. We were hearing reports out of North Carolina that people were also being denied, and I think that that’s when I started kind of picking my head up and kind of listening to some of those claims. […] this woman went as far as directing in person some of these people that were doing the claims to just ignore them, and that’s simply unacceptable.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/12/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized FEMA And Supported Agency Overhaul According to NBC - 8 WFLA, ‘I think FEMA as a whole needs a complete overhaul. We’re looking forward to seeing who President Trump puts forward for that new position,’ Luna said. [NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles (Florida), 11/16/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized FEMA For Handling Of Political Bias Allegations In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “Well, first of all, I was actually in that hearing with Administrator Criswell. And what happened with FEMA is unacceptable. […] FEMA has outwardly denied that there were multiple people involved. But according to Marn’i Washington, who was one of the individuals that was fired, she actually stated and gave a name of an individual that it was above her that was directing her to politically discriminate against Trump supporters. And so I think FEMA has a lot of answering.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/19/24]
October 2024: Anna Paulina Luna Claimed FEMA Funds Were Diverted To Undocumented Immigrants According to Islander News, “Meanwhile, Luna posted a video on X last week titled ‘illegals got $1.018 billion from FEMA that was supposed to/SHOULD go to flood victims!’ […] ‘You have [Department of Homeland Security Alejandro] Mayorkas, the Biden-Harris administration and radical leftists in Washington, mostly in the Democrat Party, gave illegals $1.1 billion in housing assistance. People that never paid into the system. […] You should be pissed, and if you think as a legislator I’m not pissed, and I don’t see the games that happen in Washington… because that’s how it goes up there as they hope the American people are too busy working to pay attention to the crap that they’re doing.’” [Islander News, 10/8/24]
Critique of political manipulation in disaster response
October 2024: Luna Opposed Partisan Framing Of SBA Disaster Fund Shortfall According to NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles, “La representante estadounidense Anna Paulina Luna (R-FL) respondió diciendo que ‘no es momento para política partidista’. ‘Desafortunadamente, estamos en un año electoral, por lo que todo parece ser partidista, y el hecho es que esto no es culpa de nadie en particular,’ dijo Luna.” [NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles, 10/31/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized The Biden Administration For Dividing Americans Over Disaster Relief In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “This is just more evidence that this administration, instead of focusing on people and Americans or uniting the country, they’re just further dividing us.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/12/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Stated Biden Administration Was ‘Weaponized’ In Disaster Relief Context In an interview with Fox News, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I do believe that, as you saw, this was a very weaponized administration, and I do think that they know of more instances, but they’re probably covering up for it. So, it’s our job to get to the bottom of it.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/12/24]
December 2024: Luna Criticized Biden Administration For Allocating FEMA And Aid Funds To Foreign Countries Instead Of Domestic Disaster Relief According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 22You know, I was one of the impacted communities here in Pinellas County. We had 13 people die. And when the American people – and when Pinellas County residents found out that our own FEMA dollars weren’t just going, you know, to illegal immigrants, but then they’re finding out that this administration wanted to even just recently pass in the CR funding to go to Egypt, to Ukraine and every other country but America. I just think that it goes to show that they aren’t in touch. They aren’t working on behalf of the American people.22 [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 12/27/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized Biden Administration for Sending Funds to Ukraine Instead of Disaster Relief In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I was one of the impacted communities here in Pinellas County. We had 13 people die. And when the American people – and when Pinellas County residents found out that our own FEMA dollars weren’t just going, you know, to illegal immigrants, but then they’re finding out that this administration wanted to even just recently pass in the CR funding to go to Egypt, to Ukraine and every other country but America. I just think that it goes to show that they aren’t in touch. They aren’t working on behalf of the American people.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 12/27/24]
Political and Bipartisan Cooperation on Disaster Policy
Statements on unity in disaster response
October 2024: Luna Called For Avoiding Partisan Politics In SBA Disaster Funding Debate According to NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles, “U.S. Representative Anna Paulina Luna fired back, sharing that ‘it’s not the time for partisan politics.’ […] ‘Unfortunately, we’re in an election year, so everything seems to be partisan, and the fact is, that this is no one’s fault in particular,’ Luna said. ‘It was underestimated, and SBA ran out of money. As you know, in Washington there seems to be an issue on both sides with people spending money that we just don’t have. At least Senator (Rick) Scott is taking the initiative to actually bring the $500 million to small businesses.’” [NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles, 10/30/24]
Congressional Oversight and Accountability Measures
Advocacy for oversight hearings
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Demanded Investigation Into FEMA’s Handling Of Hurricane Helene Relief In an interview with Fox News, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I actually personally wrote Criswell a letter demanding answers as well as Chairman Comer is, asking her to come in and testify. I expect a full investigation, and I want to see emails because I don’t think that this is just an isolated incident.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/12/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized New York Times Over FEMA Reporting In an interview with Fox News, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I do think that outlets like the New York Times should retract their accusations, saying that that was misinformation, because clearly, we’re correct.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 11/12/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Signed Letter Demanding FEMA Accountability After Discrimination Allegations According to NBC - 8 WFLA, “congressional leaders including U.S. Representative Anna Paulina-Luna and U.S. Representative Laurel Lee, alongside other house members, are asking the agency to answer for the misconduct and to take accountability.” [NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles (Florida), 11/16/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Called For Full-Scale FEMA Investigation After Firing Of Employee According to NBC - 8 WFLA, “U.S. Representative Anna Paulina Luna says, firing one person isn’t acceptable and supports a full-scale investigation into the agency.” [NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles (Florida), 11/16/24]
