Legislation and Advocacy on Crime and Public Safety
Summary
· Inconsistency on Leniency: Luna advocated for maximum penalties and increased mandatory minimums for politically motivated and violent crimes, yet previously requested leniency for a Jan. 6 participant (Jeremy Michael Brown), suggesting potential double standards (Tampa Bay Times, 3/29/23).
· Reliance on Unsubstantiated Claims: Luna frequently alleged coordinated violence via the “dark web” and connections between protests and terrorist groups, but often did so without providing direct evidence, opening vulnerability to criticism for amplifying conspiracy theories (Fox News interviews 3/20/25, 5/2/24).
· Targeting of Political Opponents and Protesters: Luna supported aggressive federal action and criminal referrals against sanctuary city mayors and left-leaning protest groups, raising questions around selective enforcement or politicization of public safety (Fox News, 4/21/25).
· Security Failures and Oversight: While Luna criticized law enforcement and Secret Service lapses—especially after the Trump rally shooting—her calls for immediate firings and reforms raise questions about due process and the effectiveness of legislative oversight (CQ Transcriptions, 7/23/24, Fox Business, 7/23/24).
· Focus on High-Profile Punitive Measures: Luna’s push for the death penalty and harsher federal penalties for child sex offenders, while aligning with public safety concerns, has drawn criticism for prioritizing punitive over preventive or rehabilitative approaches (The Free Press, 4/11/24).
· Perception of Politicized Law Enforcement Support: Luna’s strong backing of “Back the Blue” and condemnation of protest-related violence is seen by opponents as selectively applied, especially when coupled with criticism of federal law enforcement in right-wing contexts (Fox Business, 3/21/23, Fox News, 11/16/23).
Stance on Criminal Justice Policies
Positions on Penalties for Crimes Against Children
March 2025: Luna Supported Increasing Mandatory Minimums For Politically Motivated Crimes According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I would actually argue that it’s beyond overdue that we do increase the mandatory minimum specifically for some of these crimes.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, 3/19/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Supported Increasing Mandatory Minimums For Political Violence In an interview with Fox News Channel’s Laura Ingraham, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I would actually argue that it’s beyond overdue that we do increase the mandatory minimum specifically for some of these crimes.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News Channel (Laura Ingraham), 3/20/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Supported Increasing Mandatory Minimums For Crimes Against Political Figures In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I would actually argue that it’s beyond overdue that we do increase the mandatory minimum specifically for some of these crimes.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 3/20/25]
April 2024: Rep. Luna Criticized Lenient Sentences For Child Rapists According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), ‘“It is absurd that rapists can get off after a few years of ‘good’ behavior after destroying lives,” Luna said on X last week.’ [The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/11/24]
2024: Rep. Luna Cited Combating Child Trafficking As A Legislative Priority According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), ‘“One of my big platforms has been: how do you combat child trafficking, just with everything happening in our country?” Luna told Fox News in an interview.’ [The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/11/24]
April 2024: Rep. Luna Announced ‘No Repeat Child Sex Offenders Act’ According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “Luna’s bill, dubbed the ‘No Repeat Child Sex Offenders Act,’ would change current federal law that now calls for sex traffickers to be fined or get up to 10 years in prison, or both.” [The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/11/24]
April 2024: Rep. Luna Advocated For Harsher Federal Penalties For Child Sex Offenders According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), ‘“It’s absurd to me, not only as a new mom, but also if you just look at some of the federal statutes, that there’s not more strict punishments for people that are doing this,” Luna told Fox News.’ [The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/11/24]
September 2024: Anna Paulina Luna Raised Concerns About Fentanyl Trafficking In Pinellas County According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, Anna Paulina Luna stated, “Here in Pinellas County, I recently was with the Department of Corrections, and we rolled up people that had 15 bags of fentanyl, that’s more than enough to kill our entire county. So, it’s absolutely her problem, and it’s horrific.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, 9/6/24]
Views on January 6th Detainees
March 2025: Luna Urged Maximum Penalties For Tesla Vandalism In Pinellas County According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna stated, “just today, in Pinellas County, where I represent, we actually had someone throw dog feces at a Tesla and it was caught on camera. So I hope that A.G. Pam Bondi brings the maximum penalties for these people because, unfortunately, that’s the only way they’re going to learn.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, 3/19/25]
October 2020: Luna Supported Body Cameras But Opposed Ending Qualified Immunity According to Tampa Bay Times, “Asked her feelings on the the U.S. House of Representatives’ Justice in Policing Act, which seeks to reform law enforcement, Luna said she supports some provisions, including measures to increase the use of body cameras by law enforcement officers. She said she does not support the removal of qualified immunity, a principle that protects law enforcement officers from lawsuits unless their actions violate ‘clearly established’ law.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/17/20]
March 2023: U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna Requested Leniency For Jeremy Michael Brown According to Tampa Bay Times, “U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna on Friday wrote a letter asking a judge to take ‘leniency’ when considering the sentence of Jeremy Michael Brown, a Tampa Bayman who appeared at the Jan. 6, 2021, riot at the U.S. Capitol with the extremist Oath Keepers group.” [Tampa Bay Times, 3/29/23]
Reaction to Death Penalty Laws
April 2024: Rep. Anna Paulina Luna Announced Plan To File Federal Death Penalty Bill For Child Rapists According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “On Thursday, the Clearwater Republican is set to file a bill that would make the death penalty or life in prison the federal minimum sentence for sex fiends who abuse children.” [The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/11/24]
2023: Florida Law Allowed Death Penalty For Child Rapists According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “Florida Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis signed such a bill last year, giving judges the option of imposing either the death penalty or life in prison to criminals who rape children under age 12. The new state law took effect on Oct. 1.” [The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/11/24]
Support for Oversight and Accountability Measures
Advocacy for Investigating Protest Funding
March 2025: Luna Characterized BLM Protest Organization As Dark Web Coordinated According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “we also found during BLM is that these people were actively working on the dark web to coordinate these massive protests and these massive, I would say, violence campaign. So, you know, unfortunately, I think that there – it’s more nefarious than most people think.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE, 3/19/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Alleged BLM Protesters Coordinated Violence Online In an interview with Fox News Channel, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “We also found during BLM is that these people were actively working on the dark web to coordinate these massive protests and these massive, I would say, violence campaign.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News Channel (Laura Ingraham), 3/20/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Claimed Protesters Used The Dark Web To Coordinate Violence During BLM Protests In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “We also found during BLM is that these people were actively working on the dark web to coordinate these massive protests and these massive, I would say, violence campaign.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 3/20/25]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Claimed Outside Groups Incited University Protests In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “they made it a point to say that there was outside organizations that were bringing in people, not students to the campus in order to incite a lot of what you’re seeing on the screen right now.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 5/2/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Alleged Protest Rhetoric Aligned With Hamas And Terrorist Groups In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “a lot of the talking points that we’re seeing that are being spread out with these political protests and organizers are actually tied to Hamas rhetoric, and also other entities that have been deemed by the State Department as terrorist organizations.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 5/2/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Supported House Oversight Investigation Of Protest Funding In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “that’s exactly why I think that as House Oversight members, we need to follow the money trail because it’s not just what they’re saying in this particular topic, but they are pushing Left-wing ideologies.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 5/2/24]
May 2024: Luna Explained Her Intent In Visiting GWU Was To Witness Protests Firsthand According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, “that’s exactly why we went to this university to see for ourselves what was happening.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 5/2/24]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Alleged Protesters Were Bussed In To Multiple Demonstrations In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Anna Paulina Luna said, “they’re finding a lot of these protesters are also going to other protests, meaning that they’re bussing them in.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News’ Jesse Watters Primetime, 4/21/25]
Position on Law Enforcement and DOJ Actions
Support for Transparency in Investigations
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Reported Political Vandalism In Her District And Urged Maximum Penalties In an interview with Fox News Channel, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “Recently, just today, in Pinellas County, where I represent, we actually had someone throw dog feces at a Tesla and it was caught on camera. So I hope that A.G. Pam Bondi brings the maximum penalties for these people because, unfortunately, that’s the only way they’re going to learn.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News Channel (Laura Ingraham), 3/20/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized Tactics Of Protesters And Supported Maximum Penalties For Vandals In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “You can’t allow them to bully you into submission. That’s exactly what they’re trying to do. […] I hope that A.G. Pam Bondi brings the maximum penalties for these people because, unfortunately, that’s the only way they’re going to learn.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 3/20/25]
October 2020: Luna Called For Rooting Out “Bad Actors” In Law Enforcement According to Tampa Bay Times, “With regard to addressing police brutality and racism within the criminal justice system, she said ‘bad actors’ must be rooted out of law enforcement agencies, said ‘not all officers are bad’ and called the defund the police movement ‘dangerous.’” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/17/20]
2023: Luna Asserted That Calls Of Violence Against Pro-Life Advocates Should Be Equally Prosecuted According to Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “‘For people to go on national news outlets and make these calls of violence simply because they don’t like the fact that we are taking stands to protect life, these people are unhinged. But they need to be held accountable. There should not be a double standard.’” [Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 3/15/23]
July 2023: Luna Called For Improved White House Security After Drug Incidents According to Fox News, “Well, that’s exactly my point, Piers, is that this is not the first time that drugs have been found in the White House. And obviously, it signifies that there’s a massive issue with security. […] So to my understanding, there are no drug sniffing dogs. I think that that security measure needs to be changed immediately. But it’s also very frustrating that this is not the first time that this has happened at the White House, and yet, they chose not to implement better measures in order to avoid this. So I think that security measures have to change.” [Fox News FOX NEWS TONIGHT 8:00 PM EST, 7/13/23]
July 2023: Luna Criticized The Quick Closure Of The White House Cocaine Investigation According to Fox News, “But also, I find it very alarming that this investigation was closed out so quickly. And exactly like you had pointed out, they lied to the American people about where the family was at.” [Fox News FOX NEWS TONIGHT 8:00 PM EST, 7/13/23]
July 2023: Luna Asserted The Need For Accountability And Transparency From White House Press Secretary According to Fox News, “Well, I mean, I think the American people, especially media has the right to ask questions, especially when there was so much information coming out that seem to be conflicting initially. But you know, it’s not the first time that the White House Press Secretary has said things that are not true and politically motivated.” [Fox News FOX NEWS TONIGHT 8:00 PM EST, 7/13/23]
July 2023: Luna Emphasized The International Repercussions Of Security Lapses At The White House According to Fox News, “And so I agree with you, it shouldn’t have happened. But again, going back to really the bigger issue here, the fact is, is that this has happened before at the White House, there weren’t changes made, there needs to be changes made. And I feel like on the international stage, when people are looking what’s currently happening, it doesn’t look good for the country. […] So ultimately, we have to make sure that this one, changes, it doesn’t happen again. But that also too, people understand that you can’t bring cocaine, you can’t bring pot to the White House. It’s just not going to fly.” [Fox News FOX NEWS TONIGHT 8:00 PM EST, 7/13/23]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Confronted Anti-Israel Protesters At George Washington University In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “myself and members of Oversight had actually gone to talk to some of these administrators. […] when we were there, we had actually asked the administrators whether or not the White House had reached out, mind you this campus is only minutes away. And not only had they not reached out, but this school was actually denied health by Metropolitan Police, by Mayor Bowser and Washington, DC.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 5/2/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized Congressional Response To Campus Antisemitism In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “it is gross to see. And as a sitting member of Congress to see other members of Congress failed to condemn this, knowing that these are absolutely becoming violent protests and that they are a part of pushing this messaging. It’s just disgraceful.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News, 5/2/24]
May 2024: Luna Described Speaking With GWU Administrators About Protests According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, “myself and members of Oversight had actually gone to talk to some of these administrators. And you know what, Laura, when we were there, we had actually asked the administrators whether or not the White House had reached out, mind you this campus is only minutes away. And not only had they not reached out, but this school was actually denied health by Metropolitan Police, by Mayor Bowser and Washington, DC.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 5/2/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Supported Immediate Security Reform And Firing Responsible Officials In an interview with Neil Cavuto, Anna Paulina Luna said, “Any person that was in charge of deciding whether or not President Trump should have taken the stage while knowing that there was a threat out there, they need to be fired. I think, in general, what needs to happen is, from here on out, there needs to be a set number of Secret Service delegated to VIPs, whether it is presidential candidates or members of Congress that are under threat.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with CAVUTO CAVUTO 12:30 PM EST, 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Criticized Former Secret Service Director For Incompetence In an interview with Neil Cavuto, Anna Paulina Luna said, “And in her showing the vulnerabilities that existed because of her lack of competency and leadership, now really the world knows how vulnerable we are. And that’s a dangerous place to be, especially in an election cycle. And so I’m looking forward to the results and findings of that committee and also changes. People need to be fired, but also too this can never happen again. It was egregious, it was disgusting, and I’m glad that she resigned.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with CAVUTO CAVUTO 12:30 PM EST, 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Asserted Secret Service’s Responsibility Extends Beyond Perimeter In an interview with Neil Cavuto, Anna Paulina Luna said, “What I will say is that Secret Service’s job doesn’t stop at the perimeter. It starts and ends with the protection of the VIP, whether it is President Trump, whether it is Kamala Harris, whether it’s Nancy Pelosi, or Speaker Johnson. And so what I will say is, that can never happen again, and it’s not going to.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with CAVUTO CAVUTO 12:30 PM EST, 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Stated Secret Service Should Not Require Rally Changes For Trump In an interview with Neil Cavuto, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I don’t think that President Trump should have to change what he’s been doing. I think that Secret Service needs to do their job. And I think they’re going to.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with CAVUTO CAVUTO 12:30 PM EST, 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Stated Need For Immediate Security Reviews And Firings After Shooting Incident In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I think, ultimately, what’s going to happen is, within the next couple of months, the initial security director wanted to give us a 60-day report. That’s unacceptable. They need to conduct this immediately, convene, be in session, figure out what happened. And then, ultimately, I would say that any person that was in charge of deciding whether or not President Trump should have taken the stage while knowing that there was a threat out there, they need to be fired.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business (Neil Cavuto), 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Advocated Mandatory Secret Service Protection For Threatened Officials In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “What needs to happen is, from here on out, there needs to be a set number of Secret Service delegated to VIPs, whether it is presidential candidates or members of Congress that are under threat.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business (Neil Cavuto), 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Supported Investigation Task Force With FBI And Secret Service After Incident In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I think that what this really task force is going to be able to do, Neil, is, it’s, A, going to be able to you conduct a side-by-side investigation with the FBI, the Secret Service, and other agencies to really figure out how to not have this happen again.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business (Neil Cavuto), 7/23/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Expressed Satisfaction With Secret Service Director’s Resignation But Called For Further Accountability In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “It was egregious, it was disgusting, and I’m glad that she resigned. […] People need to be fired, but also too this can never happen again.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business (Neil Cavuto), 7/23/24]
July 2024: Luna Alleged Secret Service Failed To Attend Briefing With Sniper Teams Before Trump Assassination Attempt According to CQ Transcriptions, Luna said, “I know for a fact that Secret Service did not show up at the Butler County EU, which is where they were coordinating with the other 40 sniper teams that were present at that previous rally.” [CQ Transcriptions, 7/23/24]
July 2024: Luna Called Secret Service Actions “Gross Incompetence” In Trump Rally Shooting Response According to CQ Transcriptions, Luna stated, “But again, this was just gross incompetence, and it is by the grace of God that Trump’s alive, but we’re glad that she stepped down.” [CQ Transcriptions, 7/23/24]
2025: Rep. Anna Paulina Luna Called For Justice Department To Pursue Protesters Breaking Federal Law In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I do believe that the Justice Department needs to be aggressively pursuing all of these people that are knowingly breaking federal law and doing things that they know are undermining the American people’s agenda.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News (Jesse Watters), 4/21/25]
2025: Rep. Anna Paulina Luna Stated She Referred Sanctuary City Mayors To DOJ For Criminal Investigation In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “I referred, I did a criminal referral for some of these mayors to the Department of Justice, and we haven’t heard anything back yet, so they need to get on it.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News (Jesse Watters), 4/21/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Called For DOJ Action Against Protesters Breaking Federal Law In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Anna Paulina Luna said, “the Justice Department needs to be aggressively pursuing all of these people that are knowingly breaking federal law and doing things that they know are undermining the American people’s agenda.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News’ Jesse Watters Primetime, 4/21/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Disclosed Making Criminal Referrals Against Sanctuary City Mayors In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I referred, I did a criminal referral for some of these mayors to the Department of Justice, and we haven’t heard anything back yet.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News’ Jesse Watters Primetime, 4/21/25]
Comparison of DOJ Response to Protests
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Asserted Florida Would Not Tolerate Spring Break Violence In an interview with Political Transcript Wire, Anna Paulina Luna said, “We have some of the bravest law enforcement in the country. And I think the governor has been pretty straightforward about how we do back the blue. And so this type of behavior will not be tolerated.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Political Transcript Wire, 3/21/23]
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Expressed Support For “Back The Blue” Policies In Florida In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “We have some of the bravest law enforcement in the country. And I think the governor has been pretty straightforward about how we do back the blue. And so this type of behavior will not be tolerated.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business, 3/21/23]
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Highlighted Law Enforcement Response To Riots In Florida In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “Governor DeSantis, as well as many prominent Republican politicians from the state of Florida, have backed the blue. And we saw that during the summer riots with BLM. We don’t tolerate that behavior in Florida.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business, 3/21/23]
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Suggested DOJ Would Label Right-Wing Protesters Domestic Terrorists In an interview with Fox News, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I think that it would be more than just AOC. I think that you would have seen the DOJ label these people as domestic terrorists and go after them. And frankly, being a member of House Oversight, I’ve gone to the DC prison. I’ve seen exactly what some of these people are facing charges wise and the fact that only one person was arrested after multiple of our Capitol Police were assaulted.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News (The Ingraham Angle), 11/16/23]
May 2024: Luna Alleged Protesters Displayed ‘Final Solution’ Signs According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, “there are people in the crowd Laura, that the administrator was reporting that we’re holding signs that said final solution, so as you know that is absolute racism, but what we’re finding is these people are going into these universities, a lot of them are not students and they’re being funded by Left-wing organizations.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 5/2/24]
May 2024: Luna Referenced Biden’s Failure To Condemn Violent DNC Protesters In Prior Incident According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, “I actually came on your show earlier this past year, when Joe Biden failed to condemn this same group of, quote unquote, peaceful protesters that took over the DNC, assaulted officers and lit things on fire while I was barricaded in the longhouse office building, Longworth office building with my then infant son.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 5/2/24]
Advocacy for Investigating Protest Funding
May 2024: Luna Claimed Non-Student Outsiders Incited GWU Protests According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, “this is a private university, there’s trespassing happening, but also too, they made it a point to say that there was outside organizations that were bringing in people, not students to the campus in order to incite a lot of what you’re seeing on the screen right now.” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 5/2/24]
May 2024: Luna Compared Protest Rhetoric To ‘ANTIFA Talking Points’ From BLM Era According to Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, “these are a lot of the ANTIFA talking points that we also saw during BLM. And isn’t it interesting with the timing coming up on the election season that they are now using this as a vessel to push this Marxist agenda?” [Fox News INGRAHAM ANGLE 7:00 PM EST, 5/2/24]
