Engagement with News Media and Commentary
Summary
· Rep. Anna Paulina Luna has publicly criticized mainstream, or “legacy,” media, claiming it indoctrinates protesters against Republicans and former President Trump, characterizing such coverage as fearmongering (Fox News interview, 4/21/25).
· Luna advocates for the importance of Fox News and social media platform X as tools to push back against what she views as misinformation and to counteract media-driven narratives (Fox News interview, 4/21/25).
· MSNBC reporter Julio Ricardo Varela controversially linked Luna to Turning Point USA, labeling the organization a “MAGA white supremacist cult,” which sparked debate and criticism (Free Press Tampa, 1/15/23).
· Luna has strongly rejected media portrayals connecting her or Turning Point USA to white supremacy, accusing MSNBC of spreading “twisted lies” and criticizing left-leaning media for focusing on her race (Free Press Tampa, 1/15/23).
· Luna maintains a recurring presence on conservative media platforms, such as Fox News and Fox Business, indicating a strategy to engage with audiences and shape media narratives (Fox Business Tonight, 1/16/23).
· There is a potential vulnerability in Luna’s heavy reliance on conservative media, which could limit her messaging reach or reinforce perceptions of partisanship.
Criticism or Praise of Media Coverage
2025: Rep. Anna Paulina Luna Claimed Protesters Were Indoctrinated By Legacy Media In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “these people, I would say, have largely been programmed from legacy media that’s really operated in the tents and really fear mongering these people to understand that, you know, they believe, generally, in their heart of hearts, that Trump is bad, that if you’re Republican, you’re a xenophobic and know everything else in between and that’s simply not the case.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News (Jesse Watters), 4/21/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Claimed Media Indoctrinated Protesters Against Republicans In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Anna Paulina Luna said, “these people, I would say, have largely been programmed from legacy media that’s really operated in the tents and really fear mongering these people to understand that, you know, they believe, generally, in their heart of hearts, that Trump is bad, that if you’re Republican, you’re a xenophobic and know everything else in between and that’s simply not the case.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News’ Jesse Watters Primetime, 4/21/25]
2023: MSNBC Reporter Connected Anna Paulina Luna To Turning Point USA, Labeling It A ‘MAGA White Supremacist Cult’ According to Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “Controversy ignited when an MSNBC reporter, Julio Ricardo Varela, discussed Luna’s background, including her connection to Turning Point, which he referred to as a ‘MAGA white supremacist cult.’” [Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 1/15/23]
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Rejected MSNBC’s Portrayal Of Her And Turning Point USA According to Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “Luna, who was endorsed by former President Donald Trump, herself added that ‘@MSNBC (was) pushing a twisted lie’ in a statement to the conservative website Florida’s Voice. On Twitter, she added, ‘MSNBC is really trying to paint me as a white supremacist? Honestly I’m pretty sick of left-leaning media focusing so much on my race. It’s sad to see how triggered the left is over the fact that I’m conservative.’” [Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 1/15/23]
Television Interviews and Statements
2025: Rep. Anna Paulina Luna Emphasized Importance Of Fox News And X To Push Back With Facts In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said, “Which is why, you know, Fox News is important, which is why social media platforms like X is important, because we have to push back with the facts so that these people aren’t essentially indoctrinated into encouraging violence, and ultimately, I think bringing violence on elected officials.” [Interview - Rep. Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News (Jesse Watters), 4/21/25]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Urged Use Of Fox News And Social Media To Fight Media Narrative In an interview with Fox News’ Jesse Watters, Anna Paulina Luna said, “Which is why, you know, Fox News is important, which is why social media platforms like X is important, because we have to push back with the facts so that these people aren’t essentially indoctrinated into encouraging violence, and ultimately, I think bringing violence on elected officials.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox News’ Jesse Watters Primetime, 4/21/25]
2022: Luna Pledged To Return For Post-Election Interview On Fox Business Tonight According to Fox Business Tonight, “When you get to Congress, don’t be a stranger, okay? Don’t forget this interview and please come back and see us again. Good luck on the campaign trail. Seriously.” Anna Paulina Luna replied, “Thank you, God bless.” [Fox Business Tonight, 1/16/23]
