Formative Influences and Early Career
Summary
· Frequent changes in political party affiliation and self-description—Luna has alternately claimed deep support for Obama, being a registered Democrat, and later recanted those statements, creating questions about authenticity (Tampa Bay Times, RationalWiki)
· Record of not voting for Obama despite describing herself publicly as a strong supporter, raising credibility concerns about her past political claims (RationalWiki, Al Dia News)
· Narrative inconsistencies about party registration and timing of political identity switch, including deleted or changed public statements (Tampa Bay Times, RationalWiki)
· Post-military career as model, cocktail waitress, and social media influencer may be perceived as at odds with traditional political resumes, potentially exposing her to criticism (Washington Post)
· Early professional involvement with controversial right-wing organizations like Turning Point USA and Prager University could make her vulnerable to partisan attacks or scrutiny (Tampa Bay Times, Washington Post)
Political Awakening and Ideological Shifts
Initial Political Affiliations
Anna Paulina Luna Claimed To Have Been Registered As A Democrat But Did Not Vote For Obama According to Al Dia News, “Luna didn’t walk back the criticism, and noted that although she was registered as a Democrat she had not voted for Obama.” [Al Dia News, 11/15/22]
2010s: Luna Was Known As Mayerhofer And Expressed Support For Barack Obama During Her Military Service According to Stars and Stripes, “Known then by her given last name of Mayerhofer, Luna sported designer clothing and expressed support for then-President Barack Obama.” [Stars and Stripes, 2/10/23]
Anna Paulina Luna Claimed To Have Been An Avid Obama Supporter Before Becoming Republican According to RationalWiki, “She claims to have been a staunch Democrat and avid supporter of Barack Obama prior to waking up and realizing how backwards and brainwashed she had been.” [RationalWiki, 12/9/23]
Anna Paulina Luna Confessed To Never Having Voted For Obama In Either Presidential Election According to RationalWiki, “in a now deleted social media posting from 2021, she confessed to never having voted for him in either presidential election.” [RationalWiki, 12/9/23]
Luna Publicly Switched Political Identification From Obama Supporter To Republican According to Tampa Bay Times, “In a blog post she wrote that has since been removed from her personal website, Luna called herself ‘a two time very avid supporter of Obama in my early years and considered myself a Democrat.’ She never voted for him and wasn’t a registered Democrat, she said […] ‘Although no one had ever really sat me down and explained the difference between a Democrat and Republican, my values more so aligned with that of the Republican Party,’ she said.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/6/20]
Motivations for Political Change
2023: Luna Attributed Her Political Involvement To Personal Military And Family Experience According to Washington Examiner, “I met my husband, and then, in 2014, he got shot in Afghanistan, and that’s actually how I started getting political. At the time, I was using social media, which our age range communicates largely on, to talk about post-traumatic stress disorder.” [Washington Examiner, 2/7/23]
Transition to Conservatism
Anna Paulina Luna Reported Switching Party Registration After Evaluating Obama Platform According to MSNBC, “I will say that once I realized the platforms of Obama, and knowing what my value systems aren`t actually sat down and thought about it, I realized that that was not my platform. And so I actually registered as a Republican and voted Republican for the first time in 2016.” [MSNBC, 6/1/22]
Entry Into Political Activism
Roles With Turning Point USA
2018: Charlie Kirk Hired Luna As Turning Point USA’s Hispanic Outreach Director According to Washington Post, ‘That’s Anna Paulina Luna,’ said Kirk, who hired Luna to be Turning Point USA’s Hispanic outreach director in August 2018, as he introduced her on his podcast last month. [Washington Post, 11/8/22]
Luna’s Early Career Included Directing Hispanic Outreach For Turning Point USA According to voteannapaulina.com, “Luna got her start by cultivating a following as the director of Hispanic outreach for the conservative advocacy group Turning Point USA, where she worked under the tutelage of Kirk and his fellow instigator Candace Owens to learn the craft of provocative internet virality.” [voteannapaulina.com, 10/14/24]
Luna Served As Turning Point USA’s National Hispanic Engagement Director In 2018 According to Tampa Bay Times, “It caught the attention of Charlie Kirk, a young acolyte of Trump’s and founder of the conservative nonprofit Turning Point USA, who brought her on in 2018 as the organization’s national Hispanic engagement director. She served in that role for under a year […]” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/6/20]
Collaboration With PragerU
Luna Worked With Prager University As Of 2020 According to Tampa Bay Times, “She works now with conservative nonprofit media company Prager University, which the Southern Poverty Law Center called ‘an indispensable propaganda device for the right.’” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/6/20]
Early Career and Public Roles
Swimsuit Modeling and Media Appearances
Post-Military: Luna Worked As A Model, Cocktail Waitress, And Instagram Influencer According to Washington Post, ‘After moving to Florida and eventually leaving the Air Force, Luna worked as a model, a cocktail waitress at a gentlemen’s club and an influencer on Instagram. She has said she went from 30 to 40,000 followers before she even got into politics.’ [Washington Post, 11/8/22]
