Education and Military Service
Summary
· Anna Paulina Luna enlisted in the U.S. Air Force at age 19 in 2009 and served as an airfield management specialist for five years, earning the rank of Senior Airman, an Air Force Achievement Medal, and an honorable discharge in 2014 (Tampa Bay Times, Washington Post, Yahoo).
· After her active duty service, Luna spent a year in the Air National Guard, including a relocation to Oregon to serve alongside her husband (Tampa Bay Times, Yahoo).
· Luna earned a Bachelor of Science in biology from the University of West Florida, crediting her military service and the GI Bill for funding her education (Fox 13 News, Tampa Bay Times, El Nuevo Herald).
· Luna has publicly discussed overcoming challenges to complete her high school education through an adult education program due to frequent relocations during her upbringing (TIME, voteannapaulina.com).
· Possible vulnerabilities in Luna’s account include questions regarding her description of a traumatic home invasion during her military service, which is disputed by a former roommate, who confirmed only a break-in when neither was present (Stars and Stripes).
· Luna has faced scrutiny over her employment during military service, notably being confronted about alleged work as a stripper while in the Air Force, which she partially addressed in interviews (Central Florida Post, Florida Politics).
Military Training and Service
Enlistment and Roles in the U.S. Air Force
2020: Anna Paulina Luna Stated She Joined The U.S. Air Force At Age 19 According to Fox 13 News, “I joined the military at 19. It was something so I could pay for schooling. and I can say that I’m proud I have a STEM degree from University of West Florida and I paid for it myself, with the help of Uncle Sam,” she said. [Fox 13 News, 8/21/20]
2021: Anna Paulina Luna Said She Based Fiction Book On Her Own War-Time Experiences In an interview with Florida Politics, Anna Paulina Luna said, “Much of it was drawn from my life experience, yes. Andy and I met in the Air Force and fell in love. We were really young. Any married couple will tell you that marriage is a constant growing process and is not always easy. Now add to that being extremely young, being basically broke, having a husband fighting a war on the other side of the world – much less get shot and nearly die. It’s extremely stressful.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Florida Politics, 9/5/21]
2014: Anna Paulina Luna Was Honorably Discharged After Five Years In The Air Force According to Al Dia News, “She enlisted in the Air Force at age 19, where she served for five years before being honorably discharged with honors in 2014.” [Al Dia News, 11/15/22]
2008: Luna Enlisted In The Air Force At Age 19 And Worked As An Airfield Manager According to Washington Post, ‘She worked as an airfield manager in the Air Force, enlisting at the age of 19. Eight months after she joined the military, she met Gamberzky.’ [Washington Post, 11/8/22]
2021: Central Florida Post Confronted Luna On Past Employment As A Stripper While In Air Force According to Central Florida Post, “In December of last year, we confronted her on camera about her past work as a stripper in a seedy North Florida gentlemen’s club when she was in the Air Force.” [Central Florida Post, 5/11/22]
2023: Luna Joined The Air Force After Learning About GI Bill From Marines At A Party According to TIME, “One night at a party, she says, she overheard two young guys talking about college. When she asked how they paid for it, they told her they were in the Marine Corps. So the next day, she printed out directions from MapQuest and drove to a recruiting office, where she joined the Air Force on the spot.” [TIME, 7/10/23]
2009: Luna Joined The Air Force At Age 19 According to Washington Post, “Luna ultimately decided to leave Los Angeles in 2009 when she was 19 and enlist in the Air Force, according to an account she gave on a 2021 podcast.” [Washington Post, 2/10/23]
2010s: Luna Served At Whiteman Air Force Base In Missouri According to Stars and Stripes, “Twelve years before she was elected as the first Mexican American woman to represent Florida in Congress, Anna Paulina Luna was serving at Whiteman Air Force Base in Warrensburg, Mo.” [Stars and Stripes, 2/10/23]
Luna Said She Experienced A Home Invasion While Serving In The Air Force In Missouri According to Stars and Stripes, “She said she experienced a traumatizing ‘home invasion’ when she was serving in the Air Force in Missouri.” [Stars and Stripes, 2/10/23]
Former Roommate Challenged Luna’s Account Of Home Invasion, Confirmed A Break-In When Neither Were Home According to Stars and Stripes, “Her roommate in Missouri had no recollection of the ‘home invasion’ Luna detailed, describing instead a break-in at their shared apartment when they were not home, an incident confirmed by police records.” [Stars and Stripes, 2/10/23]
Luna Served Six Years In The Air Force, Including Five On Active Duty According to The Sun, “She joined the Air Force at the age of 19 and earned the Air Force Achievement Medal while in service. […] Luna spent a total of six years in the military, including five on active duty.” [The Sun, 2/11/23]
2012: Anna Paulina Luna Divorced Her First Husband After Meeting In The Air Force According to RationalWiki, “While serving in the military, she would meet her future ex-husband. After her marriage ended in divorce in 2012, she went on to pose provocatively in men’s magazines.” [RationalWiki, 12/9/23]
Anna Paulina Luna Served In The U.S. Air Force After High School Graduation According to RationalWiki, “After a tumultuous upbringing, she joined the Air Force shortly after graduating high school.” [RationalWiki, 12/9/23]
Luna Joined The Air Force After High School According to voteannapaulina.com, “So the next day, she printed out directions from MapQuest and drove to a recruiting office, where she joined the Air Force on the spot.” [voteannapaulina.com, 10/14/24]
2024: Luna Referenced Air Force Service According to Tribune, “Luna, a former Air Force member, used the moment to criticise liberals, whom she blamed for the resurfacing of the images.” [Tribune, 8/15/24]
Luna Served As U.S. Air Force Senior Airman According to a blog post by Bellucci on TheDPLG, “Luna served in the U.S. Air Force, where she attained the rank of Senior Airman and received several awards and commendations.” [Blog Post - Bellucci on TheDPLG, 2/1/25]
Anna Paulina Luna Served In The U.S. Air Force After High School According to Historica Wiki, “She joined the US Air Force after high school, and she married an Air Force special forces operative and moved to Florida.” [Historica Wiki, 1/18/25]
2009-2014: Luna Served As Airfield Management Specialist In U.S. Air Force According to Yahoo, “Anna Paulina Luna met Andrew Gamberzky while serving in the U.S. Air Force, where she worked as an airfield management specialist from 2009 to 2014.” [Yahoo, 4/1/25]
Luna Relocated To Portland To Serve In Oregon Air National Guard According to Yahoo, “The couple married in 2011 and lived in Florida, later relocating to Portland when Luna joined the Oregon Air National Guard to serve alongside Gamberzky.” [Yahoo, 4/1/25]
Anna Paulina Luna Previously Served In The Air Force According to Tampa Bay Times, “Before running for Congress, she served in the Air Force.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/24/24]
2020: Anna Paulina Luna Served in U.S. Air Force and Air National Guard According to an editorial published in Tampa Bay Times, “A first-time political candidate, Luna, 31, spent five years in the U.S. Air Force and a year in the Air National Guard.” [Editorial - Tampa Bay Times, 7/22/20]
Luna Enlisted In The U.S. Air Force At Age 19 According to Tampa Bay Times, “Instead, at 19, she enlisted in the Air Force and has made her service central to her campaign.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/6/20]
2009-2014: Luna Served Five Years In Air Force According to Tampa Bay Times, “Luna, 31, enlisted in 2009 and served for five years stateside at airfields in Missouri and Florida’s Panhandle.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
Anna Paulina Luna Identified As Second Generation Mexican-American And Air Force Veteran According to MSNBC, “Anna Paulina is a second generation Mexican-American, an Air Force veteran and a Republican.” [MSNBC, 6/1/22]
2022: Anna Paulina Luna Served in the U.S. Air Force and Air National Guard According to an editorial published in Tampa Bay Times, “Luna grew up in Southern California and spent five years in the U.S. Air Force and a year in the Air National Guard.” [Editorial - Tampa Bay Times, 10/11/22]
2009-2014: Miami New Times Reported Luna Served In U.S. Air Force According to Miami New Times, “Luna served in the U.S. Air Force from 2009 to 2014 and later dove into politics as a Hispanic outreach coordinator for Turning Point USA.” [Miami New Times, 9/29/23]
Military Achievements
Luna Was Honorably Discharged From The Air Force In 2014 And Earned An Air Force Achievement Medal According to Tampa Bay Times, “She earned an Air Force Achievement Medal and was granted an honorable discharge in 2014 - early, she said, so that she could pursue her degree.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/6/20]
Postsecondary Education
Colleges Attended
2014: Anna Paulina Luna Explained Cocktail Waitress Job To Visit Wounded Husband In an interview with Florida Politics, Anna Paulina Luna said, “In January 2014, my husband, Andy, was shot in Afghanistan by al-Qaida fighters. I was out of the Air Force and in college at the time, and we were struggling as it was to make things work on a military salary. […] I called a friend who bartended at a local club to see if I could get a waitressing job to make quick cash to see Andy. She got me the job, I worked a few shifts to earn the money I needed, and I quit and went to see him.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Florida Politics, 9/5/21]
2025: Anna Paulina Luna Obtuvo Título En Biología Y Sirvió En Las Fuerzas Aéreas According to El Nuevo Herald, “Se licenció en biología por la Universidad de West Florida y sirvió en las Fuerzas Aéreas de EEUU.” [El Nuevo Herald, 1/30/25]
Luna Graduated From University Of West Florida With A Bachelor Of Science In Biology According to Tampa Bay Times, “She graduated from the University of West Florida with a bachelor of science in biology.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/6/20]
Early Challenges and Opportunities
2023: Luna Experienced Complications From Childbirth While Serving In Congress According to Orlando Sentinel, “Luna, then a first-time mom and first-term lawmaker, could no longer fly to Washington to cast votes in the U.S. House, a crucial part of the job, due to complications from childbirth - which she blamed at least partially on her hectic schedule, having flown to and from the capital during most of her pregnancy.” [Orlando Sentinel (Florida), 4/13/25]
Primary and Secondary Education
Schools Attended
2023: Luna Completed High School Via Adult Education Program After Frequent Moves According to TIME, “Luna barely graduated high school, according to both her and her mother, because she changed schools so frequently. She obtained a high school diploma through an adult education program.” [TIME, 7/10/23]
Luna Barely Graduated High School, Obtained Diploma Through Adult Education According to voteannapaulina.com, “Luna barely graduated high school, according to both her and her mother, because she changed schools so frequently. She obtained a high school diploma through an adult education program.” [voteannapaulina.com, 10/14/24]
