Early Involvement and Background in Public Sector
Summary
· Anna Paulina Luna is a U.S. Air Force veteran who began her public sector involvement as National Director of Hispanic Engagement for Turning Point USA in 2018, later chairing Hispanic Initiatives at PragerU (Al Dia News; Tampa Bay Times).
· She first ran for Congress in 2019, energizing her campaign with conservative activism, a strong social media presence, and a focus on issues affecting veterans (Daily Wire; Tampa Bay Times).
· Luna’s personal background—involving childhood poverty and reliance on welfare—influences her conservative principles and messaging, particularly on cycles of dependency and the importance of military service (Daily Wire).
· She gained recognition as a media personality and advocate for Hispanic and veterans’ issues, working with organizations such as Force Blue and chairing border security events (Tampa Bay Times; Media Matters).
· A potential vulnerability stems from criticism regarding her portrayal of her military service, specifically questions about combat deployment and the use of military imagery in campaign materials (Central Florida Post).
Transition to Political Activism
Roles at PragerU and Turning Point USA
2019: Anna Paulina Luna Announced Race For Congress In Florida’s 13th District According to Daily Wire, “Air Force veteran Anna Paulina Luna, 30, announced this week that she is running for U.S. Congress in Florida’s 13th Congressional District against Democrat Rep. Charlie Crist.” [Daily Wire, 9/19/19]
Anna Paulina Luna Served As National Director Of Hispanic Engagement For Turning Point USA According to Al Dia News, “Luna’s loss to Crist gave thrust to a series of right-wing media appearances – including a high profile role as National Director of Hispanic engagement for Turning Point USA, a role she accepted in lieu of attending medical school, at the advice of a mentor, according to Luna’s campaign website.” [Al Dia News, 11/15/22]
Anna Paulina Luna Led Hispanic Initiatives At PragerU According to Al Dia News, “She also joined PragerU, a conservative media outlet, as chairwoman of Hispanic initiatives.” [Al Dia News, 11/15/22]
2023: Luna Collaborated With Democrat Jared Moskowitz On Congressional UFO Hearing According to Florida Politics, “That was on full display last Fall, when she worked closely with U.S. Rep. Jared Moskowitz, a Parkland Democrat and fellow Floridian, to push for a congressional hearing into unexplained aerial phenomena, a preferred term on the Hill over the sci-fi-associated ‘unidentified flying objects.’” [Florida Politics, 5/29/24]
2020: Anna Paulina Luna Brought Conservative Activism And Social Media Strength To Her Campaign According to Tampa Bay Times, “Una activista conservadora millennial, activó su formidable base de redes sociales para superar a Crist en los últimos meses de las elecciones.” [Tampa Bay Times, 11/4/20]
2018: Luna Became National Hispanic Engagement Director For Turning Point USA According to Tampa Bay Times, “In 2018, Kirk brought Luna aboard to be the group’s national Hispanic engagement director.” [Tampa Bay Times, 1/5/23]
Luna Joined Turning Point USA As Director For Hispanic Engagement According to Tampa Bay Times, “She joined Turning Point USA, an advocacy group for young conservatives, as its director for Hispanic engagement.” [Tampa Bay Times, 2/14/23]
Hispanic Outreach Leadership
Luna Characterized Herself As A ‘Chicana’ And Addressed Immigration Messaging According to Daily Wire, “As a self-described ‘Chicana,’ what do you say to other Hispanics who listen to places like CNN and believe that the president is racist and that enforcing immigration law and securing the border is racist? […] I was one of those people that listened to CNN. […] The largest voting minority in this county is Hispanic Americans, specifically Mexicans, which is why the DNC is attempting to turn this into a racial topic.” [Daily Wire, 9/19/19]
Involvement in ‘Get Out the Vote’ Efforts
2019: Anna Paulina Luna Led Border Security Panel At We Build The Wall Event According to Media Matters, “In 2019, as the Tampa Bay Times reported, ‘she led a panel discussion on border security at an event hosted by We Build The Wall, the nonprofit whose leaders were indicted [in August] on charges that they defrauded donors.’” [Media Matters, 10/21/20]
2019: Luna First Ran For Congress After Serving In The U.S. Air Force According to Tampa Bay Times, “Then, in 2019, she filed to run for Congress. She won the Republican nomination, but lost to Crist in the general election by six points.” [Tampa Bay Times, 2/14/23]
Initial Public Persona and Evolution
Background as Swimsuit Model
Luna Claimed Personal Experience With Welfare Influenced Her Conservative Views According to Daily Wire, “What most people do now know about me is that I grew up in the welfare system. My mom, to her credit, was a very young single-mother and she herself grew up in total poverty. As I grew older, I realized something: The dependency on the welfare system creates cycles of poverty. Had it not been for me joining the military, I would have stayed in that cycle, the debt cycle.” [Daily Wire, 9/19/19]
2020: Luna Was An Air Force Veteran And Conservative Hispanic Social Media Personality According to Tampa Bay Times, “Luna, a conservative and Hispanic social media personality, has a history of provocative statements that have landed her in hot water […] said Luna, an Air Force veteran.” [Tampa Bay Times, 9/17/20]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Defended Her Military Service And Modeling Background In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “Let me just finish up by saying this. I was in ‘Sports Illustrated’ and ‘MAXIM’ prior to Congress. I was also United States Air Force veteran, but they like to hide that stuff, so I make no apologies.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business, 8/16/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Defended Wearing Swimsuit As A Congresswoman In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “But, you know, I’m going to lean into it. I can actually define a woman, you know, while they’re trying to erase motherhood, while they are trying to call mothers chest feeders, while they’re trying to put literally men in women’s sports, which, by the way, kudos to the Supreme Court for making the correct decision and protecting women’s sports today. But while they’re trying to do all that, they’re going to then attack me for wearing a swimsuit. I represent a wonderful, beautiful community here in Florida, in Pinellas County, we have some of the best beaches in the world. I make no apologies for that, but what I will tell you is that I will do everything to fight for women in this country, more than Kamala Harris.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business, 8/16/24]
2024: Anna Paulina Luna Affirmed Background As Air Force Veteran And Former Model In an interview with Fox Business, Anna Paulina Luna said, “I was in ‘Sports Illustrated’ and ‘MAXIM’ prior to Congress. I was also United States Air Force veteran, but they like to hide that stuff, so I make no apologies.” [Interview - Anna Paulina Luna with Fox Business, 8/16/24]
Change of Name and Personal Branding
2022: Anna Paulina Luna Became First Mexican-American Woman Elected To Congress From Florida According to NBC - 8 WFLA, “The Republican is the first Mexican-American woman elected to Congress to represent the Sunshine State.” [NBC - 8 WFLA, 11/5/24]
Military and Veterans Engagement
Service in U.S. Air Force (2009-2014)
Central Florida Post Reported Luna Did Not Serve In Combat During Military Service According to Central Florida Post, “She would storm to victory by using an image of herself wearing US Marine Corps fatigues and brandishing military grade weapons, when she in fact was never deployed outside the United States and was never in combat in her brief 17 months in the US Air Force.” [Central Florida Post, 5/11/22]
Anna Paulina Luna Was An Air Force Veteran Running To Replace Charlie Crist In CD 13 According to Florida Politics, “Luna, an Air Force veteran, is running to replace U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist, leaving office to run for Governor.” [Florida Politics, 1/10/22]
2020: Tampa Bay Times Identified Luna As An Air Force And Air National Guard Veteran With Pro-Trump Stance According to Tampa Bay Times, “Anna Paulina Luna, an Air Force and Air National Guard veteran who offered an aggressively pro-Trump approach, won the nomination…” [Tampa Bay Times, 9/8/20]
Tampa Bay Times Reported Luna Is A U.S. Air Force Veteran And Conservative Media Personality According to Tampa Bay Times, “Luna is a veteran of the U.S. Air Force and conservative media personality.” [Tampa Bay Times, 9/14/21]
2021: Anna Paulina Luna Was An Air Force Veteran And Media Consultant According to South Florida Sun-Sentinel, ‘Mr. Braddock clearly hated my guts and wanted to hurt me,’ said Luna, who is an Air Force veteran and media consultant. [South Florida Sun-Sentinel, 9/19/21]
2022: Luna’s Air Force Records Were Provided To Democrats According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “GOP Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, an Air Force vet whose records were among the 11 provided to Democrats. She said her records wound up in the hands of a New York Times reporter.” [Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/2/23]
2023: Luna Described Air Force Disclosure As ‘An Inside Hack Job’ According to The Free Press (Tampa, Florida), “I think it was an absolutely inside hack job by the Air Force,” Luna said. “If they’re not held accountable … they’re going to do it again.” [Free Press (Tampa, Florida), 4/2/23]
July 2023: Luna Highlighted Fear Of Retribution Among Military UAP Witnesses According to CQ Transcriptions, Anna Paulina Luna stated, “Even more alarming is the fact that these eyewitnesses are many of times service members and have no assurance that their lives will not be negatively impacted or even harmed by their experiences in being an active duty service member working on an airfield, I’ve had conversations with many pilots where they were in fear of coming forward for retribution and or being taken off flight status.” [CQ Transcriptions, 7/26/23]
2023: Tampa Bay Times Editorial Board Credited Luna for Efforts on Cemetery Issue According to an editorial published in Tampa Bay Times, “This fight appears personal for Luna, a veteran who served five years in the U.S. Air Force. She deserves credit for her efforts, and we hope she’ll keep demanding answers.” [Editorial - Tampa Bay Times, 11/28/23]
Advocacy for Veterans’ Issues
2023: Luna Identified Human Trafficking As A Major Issue Motivating Her Candidacy According to Washington Examiner, “Luna said that through her work with nonprofit organizations, combating human trafficking became a major issue area that played a role in her decision to seek public office.” [Washington Examiner, 2/7/23]
2020: Luna Prioritized Reform Of VA Disability Rating Process According to Tampa Bay Times, “During a September campaign event, Luna said her top priority was reforming the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs’ disability rating process. In a previous interview, Luna, an Air Force veteran, said she wants to improve veteran services.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
2020: Luna Criticized Legislators’ Understanding Of VA Issues According to Tampa Bay Times, “I don’t think that there’s enough legislators that have gone through the process and understand really where we need to make adjustments to ensure that the (U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs) should be a well oiled machine,” Luna said. [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
2020: Luna Asserted Commitment To Veterans’ Care And Honor According to Tampa Bay Times, “Her campaign website says she ‘will fight to ensure that (veterans) get the care, appreciation, and honor deserved.’” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
2020: Luna Compared Husband’s VA Struggles To Vietnam Agent Orange Cases According to Tampa Bay Times, “His fight for benefits reminded her of Vietnam War veterans still struggling to secure benefits for their Agent Orange exposure, an issue she has spoken about at veteran-focused campaign events.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
2020: Luna Supported Veterans’ Access To CBD According to Tampa Bay Times, “Luna has said she supports veterans’ access to CBD.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
2020: Local Veteran Described Luna As A ‘Veteran’s Veteran’ According to Tampa Bay Times, “Sharon Smith, 78, of Pinellas Park called Luna a ‘veteran’s veteran.’ ‘That’s important to me because my husband is an Army veteran, was a pilot. Now he’s 91,’ she said at a recent Luna event.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Investigated Bay Pines Cemetery Whistleblower Complaints According to Tampa Bay Times, “Republican U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna said her office has for months received complaints about operations at Bay Pines National Cemetery. […] ‘We have worked to engage the leadership on these issues but have been underwhelmed at the response,’ Luna wrote in an email to the Tampa Bay Times. ‘As such, we will indeed work with the oversight departments at the VA - and anywhere else in the federal government - to ensure our veterans get the care they earned and deserve.’” [Tampa Bay Times, 11/8/23]
2023: Anna Paulina Luna Responded to Complaints About Bay Pines National Cemetery According to an editorial published in Tampa Bay Times, “Enter U.S. Rep. Anna Paulina Luna, R-Florida, who said her office has for months received complaints about operations at the cemetery. She said she tried to work with leaders there but has been ‘underwhelmed’ by the response. She finally went over their heads. ‘We have been in direct contact with Rep. Luna’s staff and are actively addressing her constituent concerns,’ a spokesperson with the National Cemetery Administration recently told the Times.” [Editorial - Tampa Bay Times, 11/28/23]
Participation in Veterans Organizations (Force Blue)
2020: Luna Participated In Veterans Organizations Like Force Blue According to Tampa Bay Times, “Luna has been involved with veterans organizations like Force Blue, which ‘redeploys former Special Operations veterans and military-trained combat divers to assist in marine conservation efforts,’ according to its website. Luna’s husband is a volunteer diver for Force Blue.” [Tampa Bay Times, 10/30/20]
Anna Paulina Luna Prioritized Veterans’ Services Post-Election In 2022 According to NBC - 8 WFLA, “Luna is a veteran, and she wants to ensure vets come first. […] ‘so one of the first things that we hope to do is launch our vet coalition,’ Luna said. ‘You guys know that I’m a vet, but I mean, I really do believe in public service. That’s what I’m here to do.’” [NBC - 8 WFLA: Web Edition Articles (Florida), 11/9/22]
