Criticism and Scrutiny from Watchdog Groups
Summary
· Ogles faced backlash for Facebook posts widely criticized as insensitive and offensive, raising concerns about his social media judgment (FOX 17).
· Some community members and watchdogs labeled his comments and memes as potentially racist, indicating a vulnerability to accusations of insensitivity toward racial and minority issues (FOX 17).
· Ogles’ meme referencing Kim Jong-un and Joe Biden was seen as being in poor taste and required public defense and clarification, suggesting a need for damage control regarding controversial statements (FOX 17).
· The American Muslim Advisory Council unequivocally condemned Ogles’ remarks on Palestine, accusing him of advocating for the extermination of the Palestinian people, which could alienate key constituencies (Tennessean, Columbia Daily Herald).
· Local officials, including Nashville Council member Zulfat Suara, linked Ogles’ rhetoric to increasing hate and emboldenment of extremist behavior, posing a risk of being perceived as contributing to a hostile political environment (Columbia Daily Herald).
Watchdog Reports and Requests for Investigations
August 2020: Andy Ogles Faced Community Backlash For COVID-19 And Biden Facebook Posts According to FOX 17, “The mayor of Maury County is facing backlash after community members have called some of his posts insensitive, offensive, and racist.” [FOX 17, 8/19/20]
August 2020: Ogles Said Meme About Kim Jong-un And Joe Biden Was Taken Out Of Context According to FOX 17, “Mayor Andy Ogles, however, believes some of his posts and memes have been taken out of context.” [FOX 17, 8/19/20]
August 2020: Ogles Defended Meme Referencing Kim Jong-un And Biden According to FOX 17, “So, everything is about context,” Ogles said. “So, if you look at over the weekend, Kim Jong-un issued a dictate that everyone in the capitol city, if you had a pet dog, you were to either eat it or surrender it. And so I posted a meme about a brutal dictator who has a known, documented history of genocide against his own people.” [FOX 17, 8/19/20]
August 2020: Ogles Apologized To Those Offended By His Meme, But Stressed The Need To Criticize Kim Jong-un According to FOX 17, “He apologized to those who think it’s insensitive, but also said ‘We need to be able to laugh about Kim Jong-un, the brutal dictator.’” [FOX 17, 8/19/20]
February 2024: Ogles’ Comments Criticized By American Muslim Advisory Council According to The Tennessean, “The American Muslim Advisory Council ‘unequivocally’ denounced Ogles’ comments, saying it amounted to advocating for ‘the extermination of the Palestinian people.’” [Tennessean, 2/22/24]
February 2024: American Muslim Advisory Council Denounced Ogles’ Remarks According to Columbia Daily Herald, the American Muslim Advisory Council ‘unequivocally’ denounced Ogles’ comments, saying it amounted to advocating for ‘the extermination of the Palestinian people.’ [Columbia Daily Herald, 2/23/24]
February 2024: Nashville Council Member Suara Connected Ogles’ Rhetoric To Increased Hate According to Columbia Daily Herald, At-large Metro Council member Zulfat Suara said rhetoric like Ogles emboldens people ‘to march and preach hate.’ [Columbia Daily Herald, 2/23/24]
