Interactions with Congressional Colleagues and Leaders
Summary
· Andy Ogles, along with other far-right congressional colleagues, publicly supported former President Donald Trump during his New York City trial, aligning with other Republican leaders in characterizing the proceedings as politically motivated (Tennessean, 5/26/24).
· Ogles and his colleagues’ presence at the trial and their vocal endorsements were widely publicized and served as campaign material for Trump and themselves (Tennessean, 5/26/24).
· Some constituents defended Ogles’s actions, emphasizing his constitutional rights to free speech and political assembly, despite substantial criticism (Tennessean, 5/26/24).
· Ogles frequently highlights his relationship with Trump in conservative media appearances, portraying himself as a close ally (Columbia Daily Herald, 7/26/24).
· He introduced legislation aimed at allowing Trump to serve a third presidential term, further emphasizing his strong support for the former president (Tennessean, 4/9/25).
· Ogles’s vocal support and legislative actions related to Trump could present vulnerabilities among constituents who disagree with Trump or view these actions as politically extreme.
Support or Opposition Among Republican Delegation
2024: Letter Writer Tim O’Brien Reported Andy Ogles Supported Trump at NYC Trial According to a letter to the editor published in Tennessean, “Our Fifth District Tennessee U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles and fellow far right colleagues were in New York City over the past few days, ‘standing back and standing by’ former President Donald Trump. They echoed other Republicans who have already attended the trial, which they call a purely political exercise.” [Letter to the Editor - Tennessean, 5/26/24]
2024: Letter Writer Tim O’Brien Stated Andy Ogles Endorsed Trump Publicly During Trial According to a letter to the editor published in Tennessean, “As Trump’s lawyer attacked a ‘serial liar’ on the witness stand, they were outside endorsing another serial liar who’s morally bankrupt, deeply in debt and backed into a corner. These public events, with their photo ops and videos, are essentially campaign fodder for Trump and themselves.” [Letter to the Editor - Tennessean, 5/26/24]
2024: Letter Writer Shane Vaughn Defended Andy Ogles’s Right to Support Trump at Trial According to a letter to the editor published in Tennessean, “The recent visit by Fifth District Tennessee U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles and his colleagues to New York City, in support of former President Donald Trump, has been met with criticism. However, it’s essential to recognize that political support is a fundamental aspect of our democratic process. The representatives’ presence at the trial and their subsequent statements should be viewed as an exercise of their constitutional rights to free speech and assembly.” [Letter to the Editor - Tennessean, 5/26/24]
Stance on Kevin McCarthy Speakership
Ogles Touted Relationship With Donald Trump In Conservative Media Appearances According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “He regularly touts his relationship with former President Donald Trump on talk radio, Newsmax and Fox News and elsewhere in conservative media.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 7/26/24]
Ogles Was A Close Ally Of Trump And Introduced Legislation Supporting A Third Term For Trump According to Tennessean, “Ogles is an outspoken supporter and close ally of Trump, having even introduced legislation seeking to give Trump a third term.” [Tennessean, 4/9/25]
