Relationships with Political Figures and Campaigns
Summary
· Ogles has faced sustained criticism for a lack of legislative accomplishments and effectiveness, with opponents labeling him a “do-nothing” politician and noting he “hasn’t passed a single bill into law” (Tennessean, Daily News Journal).
· Ogles has drawn fire for prioritizing national conservative causes and high-profile Trump support over local representation, including being criticized for co-sponsoring a bill to rename Dulles Airport after Trump instead of addressing district needs (Tennessean, Daily News Journal).
· Allegations of financial mishandling, including claims of not paying taxes and misusing taxpayer money, have been consistently raised by primary opponents (Knoxville News-Sentinel, Leaf-Chronicle).
· High-profile GOP figures and former allies have publicly distanced themselves or criticized Ogles, including former Tennessee Republican Party director Randy Stamps, who called him “an angry, narrow minded political pawn” and endorsed his opponent (Columbia Daily Herald).
· Ogles has faced scrutiny over his relationship with controversial conservative networks and donors, such as having keys to a secretive D.C. influence townhouse backed by major Republican donor Lee Beaman (ProPublica, Tennessee Lookout).
Alliances with Political Allies and Endorsers
Collaboration with MCRP (Maury County Republican Party)
2022: Andy Ogles Served As Chairman Of Maury County Republican Party According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles also serves as chairman of the Maury County Republican Party, stressing last year that his goal is to recruit Republican candidates who reflect party values and ideals.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 2/17/22]
ProPublica Reported Ogles Had Keys To D.C. Townhouse Run By Influence Project In February 2025 According to ProPublica, “Rep. Andy Ogles, a Tennessee Republican who is among President Donald Trump’s most aggressive allies in Congress, has been at the house on multiple days over the past two weeks, according to people who live in the area. Video reviewed by ProPublica showed Ogles leaving the townhouse with bags on Feb. 27. As he left, he locked up the front door and pocketed the keys to the house.” [Tennessee Lookout, 3/6/25]
Spring 2021: Andy Ogles Elected Chairman Of Maury County Republican Party According to Daily Herald, “This spring, Ogles’ presence in local conservative politics further grew when he was appointed as chairman of the Maury County Republican Party.” [Daily Herald, 6/13/21]
Andy Ogles Described Role As Party Chairman As Focusing On Local Voter Engagement According to Daily Herald, “As chairman, Ogles said he’s not focused on national politics, but more on building conservative voices and leaders in local government. ‘My role is about voter engagement and recruiting,’ Ogles said.” [Daily Herald, 6/13/21]
Ogles Appointed Chairman Of Maury County Republican Party In 2021 According to Tennessean, “This spring, Ogles’ presence in local conservative politics further grew when he was appointed as chairman of the Maury County Republican Party.” [Tennessean, 6/22/21]
January 2022: Andy Ogles Served As Maury County Republican Party Chairman According to Daily Herald, “the Maury County Republican Party held a caucus on Saturday … to select the Republican candidates … according to Andy Ogles, Maury County Republican Party chairman.” [Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), 1/31/22]
January 2022: Andy Ogles Expressed Satisfaction With Republican Caucus Turnout According to Daily Herald, ‘Ogles said the caucus was a success, and he is pleased with the turnout. “I am grateful for the participation, and look forward to continuing to grow the Republican party in Maury County,” Ogles said.’ [Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), 1/31/22]
Endorsements from Other Politicians
2022-2024: Andy Ogles Touted Relationship With Donald Trump In Conservative Media According to Tennessean, “He regularly touts his relationship with former President Donald Trump on talk radio, Newsmax and Fox News and elsewhere in conservative media.” [Tennessean, 7/24/24]
2025: ProPublica Reported Andy Ogles Had The Keys To A D.C. Townhouse Run By Steve Berger According to ProPublica, “Rep. Andy Ogles, a Tennessee Republican who is among President Donald Trump’s most aggressive allies in Congress, has been at the house on multiple days over the past two weeks, according to people who live in the area. Video reviewed by ProPublica showed Ogles leaving the townhouse with bags on Feb. 27. As he left, he locked up the front door and pocketed the keys to the house.” [ProPublica, 3/6/25]
2024: Prominent Republicans Such As Trump And Hagerty Supported Ogles According to Nashville Post, “Still, party leaders like U.S. Sen. Bill Hagerty and former President Donald Trump have stuck with Ogles.” [Nashville Post, 3/18/24]
2024: Bill Hagerty And Donald Trump Supported Ogles’s Incumbency According to Nashville Post, “Still, party leaders like U.S. Sen. Bill Hagerty and former President Donald Trump have stuck with Ogles.” [Nashville Post, 3/18/24]
Ogles Was Endorsed For Reelection By Donald Trump According to Tennessean, “Ogles was endorsed for reelection months ago by former President Donald Trump, and stood alongside him at the courthouse where Trump’s criminal trial is taking place last week.” [Tennessean, 5/26/24]
Trump Endorsed Ogles for Reelection And Ogles Appeared With Trump In Court in 2024 According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles was endorsed for reelection months ago by former President Donald Trump, and stood alongside him at the courthouse where Trump’s criminal trial is taking place last week.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 5/26/24]
Ogles Has Backed Trump Since 2020 Election Loss Despite False Claims According to Nashville Post, “Ogles, along with Blackburn and Hagerty, have backed Trump fervently since he lost the 2020 election, despite the former president’s lies about voter fraud, the Jan. 6 insurrection and his recent felony convictions.” [Nashville Post, 6/28/24]
2024: Ogles Claimed First Trump Endorsement For 2024, Emphasized Relationship With Trump According to Columbia Daily Herald, ‘“I was the first member of Congress that Donald Trump endorsed for 2024. I have a relationship with the president, and I can tell from my conversations with him that he’s ready for the job.”’ [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 7/15/24]
July 2024: Andy Ogles Called Trump An ‘American Hero’ And Urged Prayers After Pennsylvania Rally Shooting According to Tennessean, “President Trump is an American hero,” Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, said in a statement on social media. “Join me in praying for him and the innocent rally attenders in Pennsylvania. This is a dark day in American history.” [Tennessean, 7/15/24]
July 2024: Andy Ogles Reposted Pro-Trump Messages Including Elon Musk Endorsement After Rally Shooting According to Tennessean, “Ogles has long been a vocal supporter of Trump and reposted several other statements in support of the former president Saturday, including Tesla CEO Elon Musk’s endorsement of Trump.” [Tennessean, 7/15/24]
2023: Trump Endorsed Ogles for Reelection According to Tennessean, “Trump endorsed Ogles for reelection in 2023, and Ogles has touted his friendship with the former president as a central pillar of his reelection campaign.” [Tennessean, 7/21/24]
2023: Trump Endorsed Ogles for Reelection According to Daily News Journal, “Trump endorsed Ogles for reelection in 2023, and Ogles has touted his friendship with the former president as a central pillar of his reelection campaign.” [Daily News Journal, 7/22/24]
July 2024: Rep. William Timmons And Joshua Acheatel Donated To Ogles’ Campaign According to Nashville Post, “South Carolina’s U.S. House Rep. William Timmons contributed $2,000. Ogles also received $1,800 seemingly from Monarch Alternative Capital managing principal Joshua Acheatel.” [Nashville Post (Tennessee), 7/25/24]
July 2024: Donald Trump Endorsed Andy Ogles For Reelection According to Tennessean, “Former President Donald Trump has endorsed Ogles, while the first-time congressman has faced criticism for embellishing details on his resume, which he has characterized as a unintended mistake.” [Tennessean, 7/28/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Was Supported By The House Freedom Caucus And Considered Chair Position According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Ogles also earned support from the House Freedom Caucus, which he is reportedly eyeing to chair if reelected.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 8/5/24]
2018: State Rep. Sheila Butt Supported Ogles’ Mayoral Candidacy According to Daily Herald, “With the support of state Rep. Sheila Butt, R-Columbia, Ogles has impressed Republicans with his conservative ideas and background as a economist.” [Daily Herald, 7/24/18]
2018: Daily Herald Reported Andy Ogles Won with Support from State Rep. Sheila Butt According to an opinion piece by James Bennett in Daily Herald, “Ogles won with the support of state Rep. Sheila Butt, R-Columbia, a favorite target of Democratic barbs in the county.” [James Bennett - Daily Herald, 8/9/18]
January 2024: Ogles Endorsed Donald Trump For President According to Daily News Journal, “Freshman U.S. Rep Andy Ogles has also endorsed the former president.” [Daily News Journal, 1/7/24]
2024: Ogles Endorsed Donald Trump For President According to The Tennessean, “Freshman U.S. Rep Andy Ogles has also endorsed the former president.” [Tennessean, 1/7/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Endorsed Donald Trump For President According to The Jackson Sun, “Freshman U.S. Rep Andy Ogles has also endorsed the former president.” [Jackson Sun, 1/8/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Endorsed Donald Trump For President According to The Commercial Appeal, “Freshman U.S. Rep Andy Ogles has also endorsed the former president.” [The Commercial Appeal, 1/8/24]
Support from Competitive Markets Action
Ogles’ Political Rise Was Supported By Businessman Lee Beaman Since 2017 According to ProPublica, “Perhaps no one is more responsible for Ogles’ rise in politics than Lee Beaman, the Tennessee businessman who owns the Capitol Hill townhouse. When Ogles announced a short-lived Senate bid in 2017, Beaman said he planned to raise $4 million to support the run. Beaman, whose wealth derives from a large car dealership chain, then served as campaign treasurer in Ogles’ successful 2022 run for the House.” [Tennessee Lookout, 3/6/25]
August 2024: Beaman Funded PAC Supported Ogles During 2022 Cycle According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “For much of the 2022 cycle, Beaman was the sole donor to a new political action committee, Volunteers for Freedom PAC, funding it with a $50,000 contribution, according to FEC filings. The PAC then went on to spend much of those funds backing Ogles.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/11/24]
2019: Andy Ogles Sought To Improve Relationship With DesJarlais Via County Office Proposal According to The Daily Herald, “Ogles said the move would assist in his efforts in creating a stronger relationship with the congressman. ‘There is a lot at play here,’ Ogles said. ‘We have an opportunity to charge an above-market rate for that spot, and there is a chance we can improve this relationship that has been non-existent for eight years.’” [Daily Herald, 1/16/19]
Interactions with Congressional Colleagues and Leaders
Support or Opposition Among Republican Delegation
January 2025: Ogles Praised Trump’s Executive Orders After Inauguration According to NewsNation, “On Thursday, Ogles, a House Freedom Caucus member, praised a series of executive orders Trump signed since being sworn in on Monday, including those related to the handling of the southern border, energy production and withdrawing from the World Health Organization.” [NewsNation, 1/24/25]
January 2025: Ogles Asserted Trump Took Immediate Action To Reverse Biden Policies According to NewsNation, “‘In just a few short days, President Trump has already taken action to undo the catastrophic policies of the Biden Administration and put the United States back on the path to strength and prosperity,’ Ogles said Thursday.” [NewsNation, 1/24/25]
Stance on Kevin McCarthy Speakership
6/27/24: Ogles Supported Trump During The First Presidential Debate According to Nashville Post, “Ogles threw his support behind Trump during the debate and made claims that Democrats would now scramble to find a replacement during the party’s convention.” [Nashville Post, 6/28/24]
2022: McCarthy Campaigned With Ogles At October Event According to Tennessean, “Meanwhile, McCarthy hit the campaign trail for Ogles by appearing as a special guest at an October event alongside U.S. Sen. Marsha Blackburn.” [Tennessean, 1/5/23]
January 2023: McCarthy Had Previously Campaigned For Andy Ogles In Fall According to Tennessean, “In the fall, McCarthy campaigned for Ogles, and Ogles expressed support for McCarthy’s leadership in the House GOP.” [Tennessean, 1/8/23]
January 2023: Andy Ogles Was Seen In Heated Exchange With McCarthy On House Floor According to Tennessean, “On Thursday, a camera caught McCarthy and Ogles on the House floor in a heated exchanged.” [Tennessean, 1/8/23]
Fall 2022: Kevin McCarthy Campaigned For Andy Ogles, Who Expressed Support For McCarthy’s Leadership According to Columbia Daily Herald, “In the fall, McCarthy campaigned for Ogles, and Ogles expressed support for McCarthy’s leadership in the House GOP.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 1/10/23]
January 2023: Ogles Publicly Voiced Support For McCarthy Before Election According to The Daily Herald, “In the fall, McCarthy campaigned for Ogles, and Ogles expressed support for McCarthy’s leadership in the House GOP.” [Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), 1/10/23]
2023: Ogles Allied With Matt Gaetz’s Far-Right Splinter Group In Congress According to Nashville Post, “Ogles has torpedoed his reputation among Republicans since going to Washington, choosing to ally with a splinter group of far-right outcasts led by Matt Gaetz. The splinter group has repeatedly fought McCarthy’s leadership and jeopardized Republican control of the chamber.” [Nashville Post, 9/29/23]
Connections with Political Opponents and Challengers
Races Against Johnston and Others
2024: Courtney Johnston Criticized Andy Ogles’s Effectiveness In Congress According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Andy Ogles says he believes all that too - but he’s a totally ineffective politician who’s getting nothing done. He hasn’t passed a single bill into law. We need a real conservative leader who will deliver results, not a do-nothing grandstander who just chases headlines. That’s why I’m running.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 4/7/24]
Courtney Johnston Criticized Andy Ogles As Ineffective Politician In 2024 According to The Tennessean, ‘Andy Ogles says he believes all that too - but he’s a totally ineffective politician who’s getting nothing done. He hasn’t passed a single bill into law. We need a real conservative leader who will deliver results, not a do-nothing grandstander who just chases headlines. That’s why I’m running.’ [Tennessean, 4/8/24]
April 2024: Guarente Indicated He Would Support Johnston To Unseat Ogles According to Columbia Daily Herald, “In a statement. Guarente said the 5th Congressional District and ‘the Republican party as a whole deserve a new representative in Congress,’ suggesting he’d back Johnston’s bid to unseat Ogles.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/14/24]
2024: Tom Guarente Suggested Andy Ogles Should Be Replaced As TN-05 Representative According to Leaf-Chronicle, “In a statement. Guarente said the 5th Congressional District and ‘the Republican party as a whole deserve a new representative in Congress,’ suggesting he’d back Johnston’s bid to unseat Ogles.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 4/14/24]
Johnston Ran In GOP Primary Against Ogles For Tennessee’s 5th District According to Nashville Post, “Johnston is also in the midst of a Republican primary run against U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles in the 5th Congressional District.” [Nashville Post, 6/28/24]
2024: Johnston Criticized Ogles For “Accomplishing Nothing” During His First Term According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “In the ad she criticizes Ogles for having ‘accomplished nothing’ during his first term in office. […] ‘He chases headlines, not results,’ the ad states. ‘No more do-nothing politicians. It’s time for a leader who fights and wins.’” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 6/30/24]
Election Results and Strategies
2024: Johnston Claimed Ogles Was Not Present In The District According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, Johnston said, “I don’t think he’s present in the district - I know that he’s not. He’s accomplished nothing.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 6/30/24]
2024: Ogles Was Criticized By Johnston For Financial Mishandlings And Tax Practices According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, Johnston said, “Andy has a record of increasing taxes, not paying his own taxes, and spending taxpayers’ money for himself. Voters in Middle Tennessee deserve more than a grandstanding, weak-kneed hypocrite with a laundry list of financial mishandlings. They deserve a member of Congress they can trust. That’s why I’m running.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 6/30/24]
2022-2024: Andy Ogles Was Criticized By Challenger For Lack Of Legislative Achievement According to Tennessean, “In the ad she criticizes Ogles for having ‘accomplished nothing’ during his first term in office.” [Tennessean, 6/30/24]
2024: Ogles Criticized By Johnston For Taxpayer Spending Practices According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “‘The only thing Andy Ogles can do effectively is waste our tax dollars,’ Johnston said. ‘Andy has a record of increasing taxes, not paying his own taxes, and spending taxpayers’ money for himself. […] They deserve a member of Congress they can trust. That’s why I’m running.’” [Leaf-Chronicle, 7/1/24]
2023-2024: Courtney Johnston Criticized Ogles For Lack Of Accomplishments According to Daily News Journal, Johnston criticizes Ogles for having ‘accomplished nothing’ during his first term in office and claims, ‘He chases headlines, not results. No more do-nothing politicians. It’s time for a leader who fights and wins.’ [Daily News Journal, 7/1/24]
2023-2024: Andy Ogles Was Criticized By Opponent Courtney Johnston For Lack Of Legislative Accomplishments According to Columbia Daily Herald, “In the ad she criticizes Ogles for having ‘accomplished nothing’ during his first term in office. […] ‘No more do-nothing politicians. It’s time for a leader who fights and wins.’” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 7/1/24]
Courtney Johnston Claimed Andy Ogles Was Ineffective And Absent In His District In 2024 According to The Tennessean, “He’s accomplished nothing. He created chaos in Washington.” and “He’s been ineffective in the district as well. He’s been completely gone. People haven’t seen him. He hasn’t brought any resources to the district.” [Tennessean, 7/24/24]
2024: Ogles’ Opponent Criticized Him Following FBI Search Warrant News According to Nashville Post, “Maryam Abolfazli, Ogles’ Democratic opponent in the forthcoming general election for the 5th Congressional District, issued the following statement on Tuesday: ‘The FBI’s execution of a search warrant and confiscation of Andy Ogles’ cell phone is deeply upsetting, especially given an ongoing pattern of misappropriated funds and falsehoods regarding his education and work history. Congressman Ogles continues to bring scandal and embarrassment to the 5th (District), and he needs to go.’” [Nashville Post, 8/7/24]
January 2019: Andy Ogles Attended Molder’s Ceremonial Swearing-In As Columbia Mayor According to Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), “Maury County Mayor Andy Ogles and Columbia Mayor Chaz Molder take a selfie at McDowell Elementary School after Molder was ceremoniously sworn in to office at the school on Thursday, Jan. 10, 2019.” [Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), 11/10/20]
Ogles Claimed There Was Fraud During The 2020 Election According to Daily Herald, “During the interview, Ogles said there was fraud during the 2020 election but never explicitly stated whether he thought Biden was elected fairly.” [Daily Herald, 10/23/22]
2022: Andy Ogles Declined To Say If Biden Fairly Won The 2020 Election According to Tennessean, “He declined to say whether Biden fairly won the 2020 presidential election.” [Tennessean, 11/10/22]
November 2017: Ogles Stated He Would Observe GOP Candidates Before Supporting One According to Nashville Post, “‘Like millions of Tennesseans, I will be watching and listening carefully to what the Republican candidates say and do before I choose who to support,’ said Ogles.” [Nashville Post (Tennessee), 11/15/17]
Andy Ogles Criticized Sen. Bob Corker Upon Corker’s Announced Retirement In 2017 According to Daily Herald, ‘With each passing day, Sen. Corker has underlined why Tennessee voters were prepared to fire him,’ Ogles said. ‘As others hesitated, I was willing to accept the challenge and believed that once his vulnerabilities could be exposed voters would give him a pink slip.’ [Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), 11/16/17]
Campaigns Against Heidi Campbell
Abolfazli Criticized Ogles For Supporting Dulles Airport Renaming Bill According to Tennessean, ‘Maryam Abolfazli, who is challenging Ogles in Tennessee’s 5th Congressional district, criticized Ogles’ support for the proposal in a statement this week. “I find it not only horrifying, but incomprehensible that our Congressman Andy Ogles would co-sponsor a bill to rename an airport in Washington DC, rather than work on behalf of the people of the 5th Congressional District of Tennessee who voted him into office,” Abofazli said.’ [Tennessean, 9/8/24]
September 2024: Ogles Criticized For Co-Sponsoring Trump Airport Renaming Bill According to Daily News Journal, “Maryam Abolfazli, who is challenging Ogles in Tennessee’s 5th Congressional district, criticized Ogles’ support for the proposal in a statement this week. ‘I find it not only horrifying, but incomprehensible that our Congressman Andy Ogles would co-sponsor a bill to rename an airport in Washington DC, rather than work on behalf of the people of the 5th Congressional District of Tennessee who voted him into office,’ Abofazli said.” [Daily News Journal, 9/9/24]
September 2024: Abolfazli Criticized Ogles For Supporting Dulles Airport Renaming Legislation According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Maryam Abolfazli, who is challenging Ogles in Tennessee’s 5th Congressional district, criticized Ogles’ support for the proposal in a statement this week. ‘I find it not only horrifying, but incomprehensible that our Congressman Andy Ogles would co-sponsor a bill to rename an airport in Washington DC, rather than work on behalf of the people of the 5th Congressional District of Tennessee who voted him into office,’ Abofazli said.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 9/9/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Challenged By Maryam Abolfazli For Tennessee’s 5th Congressional District According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “she’s challenging incumbent Republican U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles to represent Tennessee’s 5th Congressional District because she wants to offer what she says is a more faithful, honorable representation.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 9/19/24]
2017: Andy Ogles Criticized Senator Bob Corker For Opposing President Trump According to The Daily Herald, “Ogles said Corker needs to be replaced because of his attacks on the president and the need for new faces in Washington.” [Daily Herald, 9/20/17]
2022: Beth Harwell Purchased Ad Attacking Andy Ogles For Raising Property Taxes And Lobbying According to The Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), “Earlier this week, Harwell became the first candidate to purchase an advertisement directly attacking a candidate, going after Ogles for raising property taxes and his job as a lobbyist with Americans for Prosperity.” [Daily Herald (Columbia, Tennessee), 7/31/22]
2022: Ogles Faced TV Ad Attacks For Raising Property Taxes And Working As Lobbyist For Americans For Prosperity According to The Daily News Journal, “Earlier this week, Harwell became the first candidate to purchase an advertisement directly attacking a candidate, going after Ogles for raising property taxes and his job as a lobbyist with Americans for Prosperity.” [Daily News Journal, 7/31/22]
2022: Randy Stamps, Former GOP Political Director, Criticized Ogles As ‘Angry, Narrow Minded Political Pawn’ According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Campbell could benefit from split ticketing, former Tennessee Republican Party political director Randy Stamps endorsed her, for instance. Stamps sharply criticized Ogles as an ‘angry, narrow minded political pawn.’” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 10/23/22]
Former State GOP Director Randy Stamps Endorsed Ogles’ Opponent And Criticized Ogles In 2022 According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Campbell could benefit from split ticketing, former Tennessee Republican Party political director Randy Stamps endorsed her, for instance. Stamps sharply criticized Ogles as an ‘angry, narrow minded political pawn.’” [Leaf-Chronicle, 10/24/22]
