Political and Public Reactions to Judicial Issues
Summary
· Ogles repeatedly framed Trump’s trial as “political persecution,” claiming it was driven by partisan motives and labeling it a form of election interference (Knoxville News-Sentinel, Columbia Daily Herald)
· He described the proceedings as “a joke of a trial,” undermining public confidence in the judicial process (Tennessean, Columbia Daily Herald)
· Ogles’ rhetoric emphasized claims of a “two-tiered justice system,” appealing to concerns about unequal treatment and judicial bias (Tennessean)
· Attacks on the credibility of witnesses Michael Cohen and Stormy Daniels, using inflammatory language, raised polarization and risked further delegitimizing legal proceedings (Tennessean)
· Public statements and social media posts likening U.S. judicial actions to “dictatorships” risk escalating distrust in U.S. democratic institutions (Knoxville News-Sentinel, Tennessean)
Impact on Reputation and Reelection Efforts
May 2024: Ogles Labeled Trump Trial ‘Political Persecution’ And Criticized Testimony According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “We are witnessing unprecedented actions of election interference emanating directly from the White House that are more akin to dictatorships,” Ogles shared in a social media post. […] Ogles called the proceeding ‘a joke of a trial.’ ‘If I started a story with a convicted felon and a hooker walk into a bar you would immediately know it’s a joke,’ Ogles said, attacking the testimony of Michael Cohen and Stormy Daniels claiming they both have ‘a vengeance against the president.’ […] ‘This is not a prosecution, this is a persecution,’ Ogles said. ‘We have a two-tiered justice system in this country. And if a former president can be targeted by a woke and corrupt judge, then you can be targeted as well.’ [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 5/19/24]
May 2024: Ogles Called Trump’s Trial “A Joke Of A Trial” According to Tennessean, “Harshbarger and Ogles both spoke briefly at a news conference outside the courthouse alongside Trump loyalist colleagues U.S. Reps. Matt Gaetz, Anna Paulina Luna, Lauren Boebert and others during which Ogles called the proceeding ‘a joke of a trial.’” [Tennessean, 5/19/24]
May 2024: Ogles Compared Trump Trial To “Two-Tiered Justice System” According to Tennessean, “‘This is not a prosecution, this is a persecution,’ Ogles said. ‘We have a two-tiered justice system in this country. And if a former president can be targeted by a woke and corrupt judge, then you can be targeted as well.’” [Tennessean, 5/19/24]
May 2024: Ogles Posted Online Alleging Election Interference At Trump’s Trial According to Tennessean, ‘We are witnessing unprecedented actions of election interference emanating directly from the White House that are more akin to dictatorships,’ Ogles shared in a social media post. [Tennessean, 5/19/24]
May 2024: Ogles Criticized Trump Hush Money Trial As Political Persecution According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Tennessee’s U.S. Reps. Andy Ogles and Diana Harshbarger traveled to New York City to attend the hush money trial of former President Donald Trump on Thursday, criticizing the effort as ‘political persecution.’ ‘We are witnessing unprecedented actions of election interference emanating directly from the White House that are more akin to dictatorships,’ Ogles shared in a social media post.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 5/20/24]
Critiques from Advocacy Groups
May 2024: Ogles Attacked Testimony Of Michael Cohen And Stormy Daniels According to Tennessean, ‘If I started a story with a convicted felon and a hooker walk into a bar you would immediately know it’s a joke,’ Ogles said, attacking the testimony of Michael Cohen and Stormy Daniels claiming they both have ‘a vengeance against the president.’ [Tennessean, 5/19/24]
May 2024: Ogles Called Trump Trial ‘A Joke Of A Trial’ According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Ogles called the proceeding ‘a joke of a trial.’ ‘If I started a story with a convicted felon and a hooker walk into a bar you would immediately know it’s a joke,’ Ogles said, attacking the testimony of Michael Cohen and Stormy Daniels claiming they both have ‘a vengeance against the president.’” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 5/20/24]
