Campaign Finance and Ethics Issues
Summary
· Ogles repeatedly failed to comply with mandatory federal financial disclosure laws, including missing deadlines, failing to file extensions, and omitting key financial information, resulting in fines and public scrutiny (NewsChannel 5, Tennessean, Columbia Daily Herald)
· He admitted to falsely reporting a $320,000 personal campaign loan to the Federal Election Commission, later amending filings to show the loan never occurred and attributing the discrepancy to a “pledge” (Tennessean, Chattanooga Times Free Press)
· Federal and congressional investigators—including the FBI, FEC, and Office of Congressional Ethics—launched probes into Ogles’ campaign finances, resulting in ethics complaints, fines, and a federal criminal investigation that included the seizure of Ogles’ phone and email (Tennessean, Columbia Daily Herald, Knoxville News-Sentinel)
· Multiple watchdog groups and media outlets drew comparisons between Ogles and George Santos, alleging a pattern of misrepresentation, false reporting, and possible intentional deception to inflate perceived campaign strength (NewsChannel 5, Chattanooga Times Free Press)
· Ogles exercised significant and exclusive control over his campaign’s finances, limiting oversight by staff, which enabled filing errors and hindered internal checks—leading ethics investigators to highlight issues of transparency and accountability (Columbia Daily Herald, Chattanooga Times Free Press)
· Despite numerous amendments to filings and claims of cooperation, Ogles often refused to fully cooperate with investigators or provide requested documents, fueling ongoing legal, ethical, and political risks (Chattanooga Times Free Press, Columbia Daily Herald)
Campaign Loans and Financial Disclosures
Late Federal Financial Disclosure Filing (2022)
2023: NewsChannel 5 Reported Ogles Did Not Comply With Federal Financial Disclosure Law According to NewsChannel 5, “a NewsChannel 5 investigation discovered the freshman Republican has never complied with a federal law required of all congressional candidates.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2023: Ogles Failed To File ‘Ethics In Government Act’ Financial Disclosure According to NewsChannel 5, “the ‘ethics in government act financial disclosure statement’ is required of candidates and members, listing all of ‘assets and unearned income,’ liabilities, agreements by anyone to pay them money, and sources of compensation in excess of $5,000 paid by one source [but] Ogles never complied with one of the most basic of requirements for someone who wants to be elected to Congress.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2023: Ogles Did Not File For Financial Disclosure Extension According to NewsChannel 5, “It is pretty unusual,” Krumholz said, “for a candidate to not file their personal financial disclosures. They can file for an extension. It’s easy.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2023: Ogles’ Office Did Not Respond To Disclosure Questions According to NewsChannel 5, “Ogles’ office never responded to NewsChannel 5’s questions about why he has not followed the law.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2023: Ogles Faced Possible Penalties For Non-Compliance With Disclosure Law According to NewsChannel 5, “Failure to file such personal financial disclosures could result in up to a year in prison and fines up to $66,000 — although the more common penalty is a $200 fine.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2023: Ogles Delayed Filing Campaign Finance Disclosures According to NewsChannel 5, “During the campaign, Ogles was also late filing required disclosures about his campaign’s finances, and when he did file, he reported taking in less money than he had publicly claimed.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2022 Election Cycle: Andy Ogles Was Required To Pay $5,750 In Civil Penalties For Campaign Finance Violations According to The Tennessean, “The Tennessean reported that he was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for violations during the 2022 election cycle.” [Tennessean, 8/17/24]
9/1/24: Columbia Daily Herald Reported Ogles Failed To File Annual Congressional Financial Disclosure On Time According to Columbia Daily Herald, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, has yet to file mandatory annual personal financial interests disclosures with the U.S. House Clerk. All members of Congress are required to submit the form each year, and Ogles’ disclosure was due on May 15. Ogles requested a 90 day extension, which expired on Aug. 13. According to House Ethics Committee rules, Ogles will be subject to a late filing fee of $200 if he doesn’t file before a 30 day grace period expires.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 9/1/24]
2024: Knoxville News-Sentinel Reported Ogles Was Late Filing Annual Congressional Financial Disclosure According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, has yet to file mandatory annual personal financial interests disclosures with the U.S. House Clerk. All members of Congress are required to submit the form each year, and Ogles’ disclosure was due on May 15. Ogles requested a 90 day extension, which expired on Aug. 13. According to House Ethics Committee rules, Ogles will be subject to a late filing fee of $200 if he doesn’t file before a 30 day grace period expires.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/1/24]
September 2024: Andy Ogles Failed To File 2023 Annual Financial Disclosure By Deadline According to Tennessean, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, has yet to file mandatory annual personal financial interests disclosures with the U.S. House Clerk. All members of Congress are required to submit the form each year, and Ogles’ disclosure was due on May 15. Ogles requested a 90 day extension, which expired on Aug. 13. According to House Ethics Committee rules, Ogles will be subject to a late filing fee of $200 if he doesn’t file before a 30 day grace period expires.” [Tennessean, 9/1/24]
September 2024: Andy Ogles Filed Annual Financial Disclosures Late And Corrected Prior Year’s Filing According to Tennessean, “More than four months after the original due date, U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles has filed annual financial disclosures with the U.S. House Clerk - and corrected last year’s filing - revealing a never-before-disclosed bank account, line of credit, travel expenses paid by a group that supported his campaign, and investment property disclosures that do not align with Maury County property records.” [Tennessean, 9/22/24]
August 2024: Andy Ogles Filed Disclosures Just Before 30-Day Grace Period Expired According to Tennessean, “The new filings squeaked in Friday, hours before a 30-day grace period expired - after which he would have been subject to a $200 late filing fee.” [Tennessean, 9/22/24]
2022: Andy Ogles Filed Federal Disclosure Eight Days Late, Reporting $264,000 Raised According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles filed his federal financial disclosure nearly eight days past the reporting deadline, which showed he raised around $264,000, half the amount he previously claimed to have raised.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/7/22]
FEC Notified Ogles’ Campaign Of Issues With Financial Disclosures In December 2022 According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “It’s not the first time Ogles has faced scrutiny over his campaign’s finances. Last December, the FEC sent Datwyler a letter noting incorrect information in the campaign’s disclosures and the campaign’s failure to disclose other required information.” [The Leaf-Chronicle, 9/10/23]
FEC Flagged Ogles’ Campaign Finance Disclosures In December 2022 According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “It’s not the first time Ogles has faced scrutiny over his campaign’s finances. Last December, the FEC sent Datwyler a letter noting incorrect information in the campaign’s disclosures and the campaign’s failure to disclose other required information.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/10/23]
Discrepancies in Financial Disclosures (2024)
2023: FEC Sent Ogles Four Letters On Reporting Discrepancies According to NewsChannel 5, “Since then, the Federal Election Commission has sent him four letters regarding discrepancies in his reports.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/26/23]
2022: Ogles Did Not Disclose Any Checking Or Savings Accounts On Financial Reports According to NewsChannel 5, “On financial disclosures filed with the U.S. House of Representatives, Ogles did not disclose any checking or savings accounts.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/9/24]
Ogles Retracted Claims About Other Campaign Contributions And Expenditures According to NewsChannel 5, “Other amendments to his campaign financial reports resulted in Ogles retracting claims regarding thousands of dollars in campaign contributions and expenditures that he had previously reported to the Federal Election Commission.” [NewsChannel 5, 8/6/24]
Ogles Amended Campaign Filings To Remove $300,000 In Previously Reported Loans According to Columbia Daily Herald, “In nearly 11 new amendments to filings that date back to April 2022, the freshman congressman eliminated mention of $300,000 he said he personally loaned his campaign over the last two years. Ogles now reports he loaned his campaign $20,000 during the 2022 primary, according filings made Wednesday by campaign treasurer Thomas Datwyler.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 5/26/24]
2023: Ogles Paid Civil Penalties For Campaign Finance Violations According to The Tennessean, “He’s also had to deal with chronic problems stemming from his campaign finance disclosures. He was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle, the Nashville Scene first reported.” [Tennessean, 7/24/24]
2023: Ogles Self-Reported Errors In Campaign Finance Filings According to The Tennessean, ‘“We’ve self-reported mistakes that have been made,” he said during a radio interview with talk radio host John Fredericks. “This is truly me trying to be transparent.”’ [Tennessean, 7/24/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Scrutiny And Complaints Over Federal Campaign Finance Disclosures According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “For more than two years, Ogles has faced scrutiny and multiple complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/8/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Campaign Finance Problems Since Election According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “The District 5 congressman, who was elected in 2022, has faced campaign finance problems for the last two years.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 8/11/24]
August 2024: Ogles Confirmed Beaman Was Not His Campaign Treasurer According to The Tennessean, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles confirmed an inaccuracy on multiple campaign mailers distributed to voters in his district, telling reporters on election night that Nashville auto magnate Lee Beaman is not, in fact, his campaign treasurer.” [Tennessean, 8/11/24]
August 2024: Andy Ogles Confirmed Error Regarding Campaign Treasurer On Mailers According to Oak Ridger, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles confirmed an inaccuracy on multiple campaign mailers distributed to voters in his district, telling reporters on election night that Nashville auto magnate Lee Beaman is not, in fact, his campaign treasurer. Ogles’ campaign produced multiple mailers and hand cards during the primary cycle - all of which listed Beaman as his campaign treasurer. Beaman has not been listed as treasurer on Ogles’ filings with the Federal Election Commission since August 2022.” [Oak Ridger, 8/13/24]
August 2024: Andy Ogles’ Campaign Treasurer Identified As Thomas Datwyler Since 2022 According to Oak Ridger, “According to FEC documents, Ogles’ campaign treasurer is Thomas Datwyler, of Ax Capital Compliance, who in the last few weeks was finally listed on Ogles’ campaign website, replacing Beaman.” [Oak Ridger, 8/13/24]
2022-2024: Andy Ogles Faced Campaign Finance Problems After Election According to The Tennessean, “The District 5 congressman, who was elected in 2022, has faced campaign finance problems for the last two years.” [Tennessean, 8/17/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Amended Loan Amount On Campaign Filing From $320,000 To $20,000 According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “More than two years after the fact, Ogles conceded those filings weren’t accurate. Ogles’ Campaign Treasurer Thomas Datwyler amended the documents to show a $20,000 loan instead.” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Described Extra $300,000 As A Mistaken Pledge On FEC Reports According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “Ogles is arguing that the extra $300,000 was a pledge ‘mistakenly included on [his] FEC campaign reports.’” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Corrected Loan Reporting Only After 2022 Primary Victory According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “This just happens to be a material error at an early stage of his 2022 campaign that wasn’t corrected until after his primary victory in 2024.” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
Columbia Daily Herald Reported Ogles Had Pattern Of Late And Inaccurate Financial Disclosures Since 2022 According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles is notoriously bad at financial disclosures. His first campaign disclosures in 2022 were filed weeks late. He has to refile all but one disclosure since first declaring his candidacy in early 2022. As mayor, Ogles omitted several significant financial interests from financial disclosures filed with the state - including his own salary, a line of credit, and state retirement account - that he later disclosed on federal forms. A $300,000 inconsistency in his campaign finance filings is the subject of a U.S. House Ethics complaint.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 9/1/24]
2022-2024: Knoxville News-Sentinel Reported Ogles Had Repeated Issues With Financial Disclosures According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Ogles is notoriously bad at financial disclosures. His first campaign disclosures in 2022 were filed weeks late. He has to refile all but one disclosure since first declaring his candidacy in early 2022. As mayor, Ogles omitted several significant financial interests from financial disclosures filed with the state - including his own salary, a line of credit, and state retirement account - that he later disclosed on federal forms. A $300,000 inconsistency in his campaign finance filings is the subject of a U.S. House Ethics complaint.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/1/24]
2022-2024: Andy Ogles Frequently Filed Campaign Financial Disclosures Late Or With Errors According to Tennessean, “Ogles is notoriously bad at financial disclosures. His first campaign disclosures in 2022 were filed weeks late. He has to refile all but one disclosure since first declaring his candidacy in early 2022. As mayor, Ogles omitted several significant financial interests from financial disclosures filed with the state - including his own salary, a line of credit, and state retirement account - that he later disclosed on federal forms.” [Tennessean, 9/1/24]
Since April 2022: Ogles Experienced Persistent Campaign Finance Discrepancy Issues According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Campaign finance discrepancies have plagued Ogles since he launched his bid for Tennessee’s 5th Congressional District in April 2022.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 9/21/24]
Ogles Revised Campaign Loan Amount Down To $20,000 In May 2024 According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “In May 2024, he amended campaign finance reports for the prior two years, stating that he had only loaned $20,000 to his campaign.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 9/21/24]
Ogles Said $300,000 In Question Was In Joint Account Shared With Wife And Not Used For Campaign According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Following the filing of his amended disclosures, Ogles said the additional $300,000 was in a joint account he shared with his wife. He claimed he only learned after the fact that transferring joint account funds for personal campaign use wasn’t allowed and said his campaign never used the cash.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 9/21/24]
FEC Contacted Ogles About Ongoing Adjustments To His Campaign Finance Reports As Recently As July 2024 According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles has since made various other adjustments to his campaign finance reports, drawing letters from the Federal Election Commission as recently as July.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 9/21/24]
September 2024: Andy Ogles Disclosed Previously Undisclosed Bank Account But With Lower Balance Than Claimed To FEC According to Tennessean, “A correction to Ogles’ 2022 disclosure filed Friday reveals a never-before-disclosed First Horizon joint bank account that he claims is worth between $50,000 and $100,000. Earlier this year, he admitted that more than $300,000 he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ of funds for which the need never arose. Ogles had claimed that he could have loaned his 2022 campaign more than $300,000 but had not disclosed a personal bank account with that sum. The new filing reveals that while a previously undisclosed bank account exists, it does not contain the cash Ogles had claimed.” [Tennessean, 9/22/24]
September 2024: Ogles Acknowledged Six-Figure Loan After Failing To Disclose According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “In September, Ogles acknowledged a six-figure loan to his campaign from FirstBank after failing to disclose it on previous forms, which led to a complaint by the Campaign Legal Center. The nonpartisan watchdog group alleged that Ogles had nearly $1 million in finance discrepancies between his House disclosure form and campaign finance reports.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee), 11/4/24]
2024: Ogles Reported Nearly $1 Million In Campaign Receipts Over Two Years According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles reported bringing in $964,369 over the last two years and spending nearly $992,000. His latest filing lists no loans and $25,718 in cash on hand.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee), 11/4/24]
November 2024: Ogles Referenced FBI Seizure Of His Cell Phone And Ongoing Probe According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Days into the general election in early August, the FBI seized his cell phone, and Ogles said publicly that he believes the probe is connected with error-filled financial disclosures - which have plagued him since he first launched his bid for Congress in 2022.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 11/7/24]
2023-2024: Ogles Faced Scrutiny And Complaints Over Federal Campaign Finance Disclosures According to The Jackson Sun, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe.” [Jackson Sun, 12/26/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Finance Disclosures Scrutiny And Related Investigations According to Commercial Appeal, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe.” [Commercial Appeal, 12/27/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Campaign Finance Scrutiny And Legal Issues According to The Tennessean, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe. He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 12/27/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Scrutiny Over Campaign Finance Disclosures According to Leaf-Chronicle, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 1/3/25]
2022–2025: Ogles Faced Scrutiny Over Campaign Finance Disclosures According to The Daily News Journal, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe.” [Daily News Journal, 1/3/25]
Ethics Board Found Ogles Unable To Confirm Source Of $20,000 Loan In 2024 According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles and his campaign manager were unable to ‘definitively’ confirm the source of the $20,000 to ethics board investigators.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ethics Board Reported Ogles Exercised Significant Control Over Campaign Finances According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “The report says Ogles had ‘significant control’ over the campaign’s finances and that neither his treasurer nor manager had access to the bank account and depended on him for information.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
2023: Ogles Failed To Disclose FirstBank Loan On House Finance Forms According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “A 2023 U.S. House finance disclosure form filed in September 2024 lists a loan worth between $500,001 and $1 million from FirstBank in September 2022. He failed to disclose it previously.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
2024: Ogles Listed Undisclosed $500,001-$1 Million Loan In House Finance Disclosure According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “A 2023 U.S. House finance disclosure form filed in September 2024 lists a loan worth between $500,001 and $1 million from FirstBank in September 2022. He failed to disclose it previously.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ogles’ Attorney In 2025 Confirmed $700,000 Line Of Credit Not Previously Disclosed According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles’ attorney confirmed he had a $700,000 line of credit opened in September 2022 that wasn’t included in his candidate or member financial disclosures. He didn’t indicate whether it was used to finance the $20,000 loan.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ogles’ Campaign Finance Filings Faced Consistent Scrutiny Before November 2022 According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles campaign finance filings have been a matter of consistent scrutiny even prior to his first general election in November 2022.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/27/25]
Ogles’ Campaign Finances Have Faced Scrutiny Since Before November 2022 Election According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Ogles campaign finance filings have been a matter of consistent scrutiny even prior to his first general election in November 2022.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 4/27/25]
July 2022: Ogles Filed Campaign Finance Report Showing Lower Contributions Than Previously Claimed According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Months after announcing he raised $453,000 in the first 30 days of his 5th Congressional District campaign, Maury County Mayor Andy Ogles filed a late report showing he brought in only $264,400.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/27/22]
May 2022: Ogles Cited Loan Exclusion For Campaign Fundraising Statement According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “according to the Tennessee Journal, he said he didn’t count a loan on the May total he placed in his press release.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/27/22]
FEC Officials Noted Ogles Received Excessive Campaign Contributions In 2023 According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Ogles’ received more than $14,000 from the House Freedom Fund between January and May toward the 2024 general election. Federal law limits candidates to receiving a total of $5,000 in contributions from multi-candidate committees per election. The FEC also noted discrepancies between Ogles’ first-quarter 2023 report and previous reports.” [The Leaf-Chronicle, 9/10/23]
2022: Ogles Faced FEC Complaint Alleging Pattern Of Malfeasance Over Financial Disclosures According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Shortly before the election in 2022, a complaint was filed with the FEC alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in Ogles’ handling of federal financial disclosures.” [The Leaf-Chronicle, 9/10/23]
FEC Investigated Ogles For Excessive Campaign Contributions In 2023 According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Freshman U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, is again facing scrutiny from the Federal Election Commission for receiving excessive and otherwise prohibited campaign contributions toward his reelection bid next year. FEC officials sent two letters to Ogles’ campaign treasurer, Thomas Datwyler, late last month threatening to audit his campaign or take other enforcement actions if Ogles’ campaign does not immediately correct the issues.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/10/23]
2023: Ogles Received Over-Limit Contributions From House Freedom Fund According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “According to the FEC’s letter, Ogles’ received more than $14,000 from the House Freedom Fund between January and May toward the 2024 general election. Federal law limits candidates to receiving a total of $5,000 in contributions from multi-candidate committees per election.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/10/23]
FEC Noted Discrepancies In Ogles’ 2023 First-Quarter Campaign Report According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “The FEC also noted discrepancies between Ogles’ first-quarter 2023 report and previous reports.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/10/23]
2022: FEC Complaint Alleged Ogles Engaged In Federal Financial Disclosure Malfeasance According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Shortly before the election in 2022, a complaint was filed with the FEC alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in Ogles’ handling of federal financial disclosures.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/10/23]
2023: FEC Noted Ogles Received Excessive Campaign Contributions According to The Jackson Sun, “Freshman U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, is again facing scrutiny from the Federal Election Commission for receiving excessive and otherwise prohibited campaign contributions toward his reelection bid next year. FEC officials sent two letters to Ogles’ campaign treasurer, Thomas Datwyler, late last month threatening to audit his campaign or take other enforcement actions if Ogles’ campaign does not immediately correct the issues. According to the FEC’s letter, Ogles’ received more than $14,000 from the House Freedom Fund between January and May toward the 2024 general election. Federal law limits candidates to receiving a total of $5,000 in contributions from multi-candidate committees per election. The FEC also noted discrepancies between Ogles’ first-quarter 2023 report and previous reports.” [Jackson Sun, 9/10/23]
2022: FEC Questioned Ogles’ Campaign Disclosures According to The Jackson Sun, “It’s not the first time Ogles has faced scrutiny over his campaign’s finances. Last December, the FEC sent Datwyler a letter noting incorrect information in the campaign’s disclosures and the campaign’s failure to disclose other required information. Shortly before the election in 2022, a complaint was filed with the FEC alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in Ogles’ handling of federal financial disclosures.” [Jackson Sun, 9/10/23]
2021-2022: Andy Ogles Misspelled Street Name On All Five Financial Disclosures According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Ogles’ street name, Neeley Hollow Road in Columbia, is also misspelled as ‘Neely’ on all five filings.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 7/17/24]
$320,000 Campaign Loan Controversy
2022: Andy Ogles Claimed To Loan $320,000 To His Campaign Without Disclosing Assets According to NewsChannel 5, “Specifically, in its complaint, the CLC notes the Maury County Republican’s claim to have personally loaned $320,0000 to his 2022 campaign for Congress, ‘but Rep. Ogles’ financial disclosure reports do not disclose assets that would allow him to make this loan.’” [NewsChannel 5, 1/9/24]
Watchdog Noted Lack Of Disclosed Assets To Support Large Campaign Loan According to NewsChannel 5, the CLC noted, “While it is possible that Rep. Ogles has a non-interest-bearing bank account, it would be highly unlikely that such an account would contain such a substantial amount of money like the $320,000 he loaned to his campaign.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/9/24]
May 2024: Ogles Filed Amended Campaign Reports Admitting He Did Not Loan $320,000 According to NewsChannel 5, “Back in May, Ogles filed a series of amended campaign financial reports, admitting he had not personally loaned his campaign $320,000 as he had reported back in 2022.” [NewsChannel 5, 8/6/24]
2022: Ogles Reported But Did Not Actually Make $320,000 Personal Loan To Campaign According to NewsChannel 5, “Despite having reported making the $320,000 personal loan, Ogles’ personal financial disclosures did not show any substantial investments — not even a savings account.” [NewsChannel 5, 8/6/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted To Falsely Reporting $320,000 Personal Loan To FEC According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 6/30/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Admitted Falsely Reporting $320,000 Personal Loan On FEC Filings According to Tennessean, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 6/30/24]
Andy Ogles Admitted Falsely Reporting $320,000 Personal Loan To FEC In 2024 According to Oak Ridger, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Oak Ridger, 7/1/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted To Falsely Reporting A $320,000 Personal Loan To The FEC According to The Jackson Sun, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Jackson Sun, 7/1/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted Falsely Reporting $320,000 Personal Loan To FEC According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 7/1/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Admitted False Reporting Of $320,000 Personal Loan To FEC According to Daily News Journal, ‘Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a “pledge” to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.’ [Daily News Journal, 7/1/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Admitted Falsely Reporting A $320,000 Personal Loan To The FEC According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 7/1/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted To Falsely Reporting $320,000 Personal Loan To FEC According to Tennessean, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosed as a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 7/11/24]
Ogles Cited Misrepresentation of $320,000 Loan and Resume Nationally in 2024 According to Tennessean, “Ogles has made headlines for misrepresenting a $320,000 loan he reported to the federal election commission for two years that he later admitted was never available in his campaign account. He instead called it a pledge to self fund if needed. He has also drawn national criticism for misrepresenting his resume.” [Tennessean, 7/14/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted Falsely Reporting A $320,000 Personal Loan To The FEC According to The Tennessean, “Ogles recently made headlines after admitting that he falsely reported a personal loan of $320,000 to the Federal Election Commission across nearly two years of filings, instead calling the money he had disclosedas a self-loan on 11 different federal forms a ‘pledge’ to self fund if needed, and the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 7/17/24]
2023: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was A Pledge, Not Spent As Cash According to The Tennessean, “He recently admitted that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 7/24/24]
2022: Ogles Required To Pay $5,750 In Civil Penalties For Campaign Finance Violations According to Tennessean, “He was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle, the Nashville Scene first reported.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
Ogles Admitted Self-Loan Of $320,000 Was Actually A Pledge Not Used According to Tennessean, “He recently admitted that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
Ogles’ Personal Disclosures Did Not Reflect Claimed Campaign Funds According to Tennessean, “Ogles’ personal finance disclosures do not reflect a savings or checking account under Ogles’ control with the amount he said he made available to his campaign. But his disclosure does include a mortgage loan initiated in January 2022 in the corresponding amount range.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
2023: Ogles Was Required To Pay $5,750 In Civil Penalties For Campaign Finance Violations After 2022 Cycle According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “He was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle, the Nashville Scene first reported.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/8/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was A ‘Pledge’ Not Cash To FEC According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “He recently admitted that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/8/24]
Andy Ogles Reported $320,000 Loan To Himself As Cash In 2022, Later Admitted It Was A Pledge For 2024 According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “A $320,000 loan to himself, which was reported as cash to the Federal Elections Commission, turned out to be just a pledge for the 2024 election, Ogles recently admitted.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 8/11/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Admitted $320,000 Loan To Himself Was A 2024 Pledge, Not 2022 Cash According to The Tennessean, “A $320,000 loan to himself, which was reported as cash to the Federal Elections Commission, turned out to be just a pledge for the 2024 election, Ogles recently admitted.” [Tennessean, 8/17/24]
2022: Andy Ogles Reported $320,000 Loan To His Congressional Campaign According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “There’s no question that Tennessee District 5 U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles reported that he lent $320,000 to his fledgling campaign for Congress.” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
2022: Andy Ogles Personally Signed Campaign Report Containing Inaccurate Loan According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “On July 23, 2022, Ogles signed as treasurer on his July 2022 quarterly report which contained the $320,000 loan. More precisely, the report included details that it was a secured loan originated on April 15, 2022, which was due on December 31, 2022.” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
2022: Ogles Claimed To Have Raised $450,000 But Actually Raised About $250,000 And Claimed $320,000 Loan According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles told the public in a news release during the start of the campaign that he raised $450,000, but in reality, Ogles raised around $250,000 and claimed to loan his campaign $320,000.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 9/21/24]
2024: Andy Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was A ‘Pledge,’ Not Cash According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “He recently admitted that the self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 10/20/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Campaign Loan Was A ‘Pledge,’ Not Cash According to Jackson Sun, “He recently admitted that the self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Jackson Sun, 10/21/24]
Andy Ogles Was Assessed $5,750 In Civil Penalties For 2022 Campaign Finance Violations According to The Daily News Journal, “For more than two years, Ogles has faced scrutiny and multiple complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, including a Federal Election Commission complaint alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in his financial dealings in 2022, and $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle.” [Daily News Journal, 10/21/24]
Andy Ogles Admitted $320,000 Loan Reported To FEC Was A Pledge, Not Cash According to The Daily News Journal, “He recently admitted that the self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Daily News Journal, 10/21/24]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Multiple Complaints And Fines Over Campaign Finance Disclosures According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “For more than two years, Ogles has faced scrutiny and multiple complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, including a Federal Election Commission complaint alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in his financial dealings in 2022, and $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 10/21/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Loan Was A Pledge, Not Cash According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “He recently admitted that the self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 10/21/24]
September 2024: Ogles Acknowledged Undisclosed Six-Figure Loan To His Campaign According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “In September, Ogles acknowledged a six-figure loan to his campaign from FirstBank after failing to disclose it on previous forms, which led to a complaint by the Campaign Legal Center.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press (Tennessee), 11/4/24]
Andy Ogles Faced Multiple Complaints Over Campaign Finance Disclosures According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles has also faced scrutiny and multiple complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures for over two years. He recently admitted that a a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose. He was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 11/4/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 ‘Self-Loan’ Was A Pledge According to Columbia Daily Herald, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 12/18/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was A ‘Pledge’, Not Cash According to The Tennessean, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 12/24/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was Actually A ‘Pledge’, Not Cash According to The Jackson Sun, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Jackson Sun, 12/26/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Loan Disclosure Was A ‘Pledge,’ Not Cash According to Commercial Appeal, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Commercial Appeal, 12/27/24]
2024: Ogles Admitted Reporting Inaccuracies On Self-Loan According to Leaf-Chronicle, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 1/3/25]
2024: Ogles Admitted Falsely Reporting $320,000 As A Cash Loan According to The Daily News Journal, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Daily News Journal, 1/3/25]
2022: Andy Ogles Reported Making A $320,000 Personal Loan To His Campaign But Actually Gave $20,000 According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “In his first run for Congress representing the newly drawn 5th Congressional District in 2022, Ogles reported receiving a $320,000 personal loan for his campaign […] In May 2024, he amended campaign finance reports for the previous two years, acknowledging he made only a $20,000 loan to his campaign and saying the additional $300,000 was in a joint account he shared with his wife.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ogles And Campaign Manager Could Not Confirm Source Of $20,000 Loan In 2024 Ethics Board Inquiry According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Still, Ogles and his campaign manager were unable to ‘definitively’ confirm the source of the $20,000 to ethics board investigators.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ogles Claimed $320,000 Was A “Pledge” From Assets In Amended Report According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Addressing his amended report, Ogles said the $320,000 was a ‘pledge’ to his campaign from assets such as bank and retirement accounts.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ethics Board Concluded Ogles Was Responsible For Inaccurate Loan Reporting According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “The ethics board, though, said Ogles’ refusal to cooperate hindered its ability to assess his intent in overreporting the loan and cash on hand in his account. But it says he was responsible for the inaccurate reporting.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ogles Exercised Significant Control Over Campaign Finances To Exclusion Of Treasurer And Manager According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “The report also says Ogles ‘apparently exercised control over his campaign finances to the exclusion of his campaign treasurer and manager,’ and provided improper documentation to his treasurer. He also failed to take advantage of several opportunities to correct them on the real amount of the loan.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
2023: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Reported Loan Was A ‘Pledge,’ Later Amended Disclosures According to Tennessean, “Following an ethics complaint last January, Ogles admitted that the self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the Federal Election Commission for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose. He later amended disclosures to reduce the loan reported to $20,000.” [Tennessean, 1/4/25]
2025: Ogles Faced Scrutiny Over Federal Campaign Finance Disclosures And Admitted FEC Reporting Error According to The Tennessean, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe. He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 1/8/25]
2024: Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was Actually A ‘Pledge’ According to The Tennessean, “He admitted this year that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Tennessean, 1/8/25]
2024: Ogles Faced Investigations Into Campaign Finances According to Columbia Daily Herald, “[Ogles’] campaign has been plagued with investigations into its finances, complaints to the Federal Election Commission and reporting errors on his finance documents. For instance, he reported loaning his campaign more than $320,000 only to later say it was a pledge. He then updated his documents to eliminate any reference to the loan.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/10/25]
2022-2024: Ogles Amended Campaign Disclosure Regarding $320,000 Loan Pledge According to Oak Ridger (Tennessee), “For instance, he reported loaning his campaign more than $320,000 only to later say it was a pledge. He then updated his documents to eliminate any reference to the loan.” [Oak Ridger (Tennessee), 4/10/25]
April 2025: Campaign Legal Center Filed New FEC Complaint Against Andy Ogles According to Columbia Daily Herald, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, is the subject of another Federal Election Commission complaint, this time alleging that he ‘deliberately and falsely reported’ a $320,000 loan to his 2022 congressional campaign ‘to bolster his campaign’s apparent financial strength in a competitive primary election.’ Ogles later admitted that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose. He amended filings last year to reflect that he had only $20,000 on hand at the time. Attorneys with the Campaign Legal Center filed a new complaint against Ogles on April 23, NewsChannel 5 first reported.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/27/25]
April 2025: FEC Complaint Alleged Ogles Falsely Reported $320,000 Loan In 2022 Campaign According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles, R-Columbia, is the subject of another Federal Election Commission complaint, this time alleging that he ‘deliberately and falsely reported’ a $320,000 loan to his 2022 congressional campaign ‘to bolster his campaign’s apparent financial strength in a competitive primary election.’” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 4/27/25]
Ogles Amended FEC Filings In 2024 To Show Smaller Actual Loan Than Reported According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Ogles later admitted that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose. He amended filings last year to reflect that he had only $20,000 on hand at the time.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 4/27/25]
July 2022: Ogles’ Campaign Finance Report Included Significant Personal Loan According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles’ campaign reported a loan totaling $320,000 to bolster his numbers. He spent $301,063 and had $283,338 in cash on hand with the Aug. 4 Republican primary election approaching. Some $53,500 of it is set aside for the general election.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 7/27/22]
Ogles Faced Multiple Complaints Over 2022 Federal Campaign Finance Disclosures According to Columbia Daily Herald, “For more than two years, Ogles has faced scrutiny and multiple complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
Ogles Paid $5,750 In Civil Penalties For Campaign Finance Violations After 2022 Cycle According to Columbia Daily Herald, “He was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle, the Nashville Scene first reported.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
Ogles Admitted $320,000 Self-Loan Was Actually A Pledge, Not Cash According to Columbia Daily Herald, “He recently admitted that a self-loan of $320,000 that he had reported as cash to the FEC for two years was in fact a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
Ogles Stated Campaign Money Was In Joint Account, Which Violated Rules According to Columbia Daily Herald, ‘We set money aside. It was in a joint account, which you can’t do - we know that now - so technically we have to go back and say the campaign didn’t have full control,’ Ogles said. [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
Ogles’ Personal Finance Disclosures Did Not Reflect Claimed Campaign Savings According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles’ personal finance disclosures do not reflect a savings or checking account under Ogles’ control with the amount he said he made available to his campaign.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
Filing Amendments and Corrections
August 2024: Ogles’ Campaign Treasurer Listed As Thomas Datwyler Since August 2022 According to The Tennessean, “Beaman has not been listed as treasurer on Ogles’ filings with the Federal Election Commission since August 2022. According to FEC documents, Ogles’ campaign treasurer is Thomas Datwyler, of Ax Capital Compliance, who in the past few weeks was finally listed on Ogles’ campaign website, replacing Beaman.” [Tennessean, 8/11/24]
Ogles Amended Campaign Finance Reports In May 2024 To Acknowledge Smaller Personal Loan According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “In May 2024, he amended campaign finance reports for the previous two years, acknowledging he made only a $20,000 loan to his campaign and saying the additional $300,000 was in a joint account he shared with his wife.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Investigations and Complaints
FEC and OCE Complaints Against Ogles
2023: Andy Ogles Faced Questions Over Fundraising For Child Burial Garden According to Nashville Scene, “Questions followed about the confusing paper trail related to $25,000 that Ogles collected in a GoFundMe. Ogles has engaged with allegations only to blast Williams’ reporting as specious political attacks.” [Nashville Scene, 5/11/23]
2024: Watchdog Group Requested Ethics Investigation Of Andy Ogles Over Financial Discrepancies According to NewsChannel 5, “A nonpartisan watchdog group has asked a federal ethics agency to investigate Tenn Congressman Andy Ogles over $1 million of financial disclosure discrepancies uncovered by NewsChannel 5 Investigates.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/9/24]
Complaint Compared Andy Ogles To George Santos In Citing Misrepresentations According to NewsChannel 5, “The Campaign Legal Center (CLC) repeatedly cites NewsChannel 5’s reporting in the complaint that was filed Tuesday with the Office of Congressional Ethics (OCE), comparing Ogles’ conduct to disgraced New York Congressman George Santos.” [NewsChannel 5, 1/9/24]
Campaign Legal Center Compared Ogles’ Conduct To George Santos And Filed An Ethics Complaint According to NewsChannel 5, “A watchdog group, the Campaign Legal Center, later filed a complaint with the Office of Congressional Ethics, comparing Ogles’ conduct to disgraced New York Congressman George Santos. Santos is now facing a criminal indictment that accuses him of reporting non-existent personal loans to his campaign in order to be eligible for other campaign contributions.” [NewsChannel 5, 8/6/24]
2023: Watchdog Group Filed Ethics Complaint Over Andy Ogles’ Financial Disclosure Discrepancies According to a blog post by Howie Klein on DownWithTyranny, “A nonpartisan watchdog group has asked a federal ethics agency to investigate Tennessee Congressman Andy Ogles over $1 million of discrepancies in financial disclosures he was required to file with the U.S. House.” [Blog Post - Howie Klein on DownWithTyranny, 1/11/24]
2024: Ogles Faced Ethics Complaint Over Financial Disclosure Discrepancies According to Tennessean, “Ogles is currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Tennessean, 5/26/24]
Ogles Faced An Ongoing Ethics Complaint Related To Campaign Finance Discrepancies According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles is currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 5/26/24]
2022: Ogles Faced FEC Complaint Alleging Malfeasance In Financial Dealings According to The Tennessean, “At one point, when an FEC complaint was filed against him alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in Ogles’ financial dealings ahead of the primary, Ogles’ attorney responded to a request for comment with a threat of legal action.” [Tennessean, 7/24/24]
Ogles Has Fought Campaign Finance Violations And Ethical Quandaries Since 2022 According to Nashville Post, “Ogles has fought campaign finance violations and ethical quandaries since taking office in 2022.” [Nashville Post, 8/1/24]
January 2024: Ethics Complaint Filed Against Ogles Over Financial Disclosures According to Tennessean, “Ogles is also currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
2022: FEC Complaint Alleged ‘Pattern Of Malfeasance’ In Ogles’ Financial Dealings According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Shortly before the primary in 2022, a Federal Election Commission complaint was filed against him alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in Ogles’ financial dealings. Ogles’ attorney responded to a request for comment with a threat of legal action.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/8/24]
2022: Ogles Paid $5,750 In Civil Penalties For Election Violations According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “The Tennessean reported that he was required to pay $5,750 in civil penalties for violations during the 2022 election cycle.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 8/11/24]
2022 & 2024: Ogles Denied Coordination With Beaman’s PAC Supporting His Campaign According to The Tennessean, “Ogles denied coordination with Beaman’s Volunteers for Freedom PAC multiple times in 2022.” [Tennessean, 8/11/24]
January 2024: Andy Ogles Was The Subject Of An Ethics Complaint Over Financial Disclosures According to The Daily News Journal, “Ogles is also currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Daily News Journal, 10/21/24]
2024: Ethics Complaint Filed Against Ogles For Financial Disclosure Discrepancies According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Ogles is also currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 10/21/24]
January 2024: Campaign Legal Center Filed Ethics Complaint Against Andy Ogles According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles is also currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 11/4/24]
House Ethics Board Called For Further Investigation Of Andy Ogles In 2025 According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “A House Congressional Ethics panel is recommending further investigation of U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles after finding he likely violated federal campaign finance laws, mainly by reporting an inflated personal loan to make his bid for office look stronger.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
Ogles Refused To Cooperate With Congressional Ethics Investigation In 2024 According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles refused to cooperate, declining to produce documents and participate in an interview.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
2025: Ethics Board Found Substantial Reason To Believe Ogles Misrepresented Campaign Finances According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “The ethics board voted 6-0 to call for a closer look at Ogles’ finances because ‘there is substantial reason to believe that Rep. Ogles omitted or misrepresented required information in his finance disclosure statements or FEC candidate committee reports,’ the board’s report says.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
2024: Ogles Refused To Cooperate With Congressional Ethics Office Investigation According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “Ogles refused to cooperate, declining to produce documents and participate in an interview.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
January 2025: Office of Congressional Ethics Recommended House Committee Investigate Ogles’ 2022 Campaign Finances According to Columbia Daily Herald, “an independent federal agency has recommended the U.S. House Ethics Committee conduct a full investigation into U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles’ campaign finances, centering on a $320,000 contribution reported by Ogles’ 2022 congressional campaign.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 1/6/25]
January 2025: Office of Congressional Ethics Found Ogles Did Not Cooperate With Preliminary Review According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles and his wife did not cooperate with the agency’s preliminary review and the office is recommending the couple be subpoenaed as part of the investigation.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 1/6/25]
January 2025: OCE Found Ogles Exercised Significant Control Over Campaign’s Finances According to Columbia Daily Herald, OCE staff deposed Ogles’ campaign treasurer and chief of staff and found Ogles ‘exercised significant control’ over his campaign’s finances ‘to the point that both his campaign treasurer and campaign manager lacked access to his campaign bank account and relied on Rep. Ogles for information about campaign finances.’ [Columbia Daily Herald, 1/6/25]
2022: Ogles Faced Federal Election Commission Complaint Alleging Campaign Finance ‘Pattern of Malfeasance’ According to Columbia Daily Herald, ‘Ogles has faced scrutiny and multiple complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures for more than two years, including a Federal Election Commission complaint alleging a “pattern of malfeasance” in his financial dealings in 2022, and $5,750 in civil penalties for campaign finance violations after the 2022 cycle.’ [Columbia Daily Herald, 1/6/25]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Scrutiny And Investigations Into His Federal Campaign Finances According to The Tennessean, “Since his election to Congress in 2022, Ogles has faced scrutiny and complaints over his federal campaign finance disclosures, resulting in an ethics complaint, FEC fines, and an FBI probe.” [Tennessean, 1/8/25]
January 2025: Ethics Office Advised Full Investigation Of Ogles’ Campaign Finances According to Leaf-Chronicle, “Earlier this month, the Office of Congressional Ethics advised the U.S. House Ethics Committee to launch a full investigation in the matter.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 1/27/25]
2022-2024: Ogles Faced Campaign Finance Investigations And FEC Complaints According to Oak Ridger (Tennessee), “But since then, his campaign has been plagued with investigations into its finances, complaints to the Federal Election Commission and reporting errors on his finance documents.” [Oak Ridger (Tennessee), 4/10/25]
Office of Congressional Ethics Found Ogles Filed False Campaign Reports According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Parts of the FEC complaint are based on an extensive investigation conducted by the Office of Congressional Ethics, which found that Ogles appears to have knowingly and willfully filed false campaign reports, and sought to conceal his actions by lying to his campaign treasurer and manager.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/27/25]
April 2025: Campaign Legal Center Filed FEC Complaint Against Ogles According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Attorneys with the Campaign Legal Center filed a new complaint against Ogles on April 23, NewsChannel 5 first reported.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 4/27/25]
Congressional Ethics Office Investigated Ogles For Filing False Reports According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Parts of the FEC complaint are based on an extensive investigation conducted by the Office of Congressional Ethics, which found that Ogles appears to have knowingly and willfully filed false campaign reports, and sought to conceal his actions by lying to his campaign treasurer and manager.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 4/27/25]
FEC Set Oct. 5, 2023, As Deadline For Ogles’ Campaign Response According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Ogles’ campaign has until Oct. 5 to respond.” [The Leaf-Chronicle, 9/10/23]
FEC Set October 5, 2023, Deadline For Ogles’ Campaign To Respond On Issues According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Ogles’ campaign has until Oct. 5 to respond.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/10/23]
FBI Investigation and Search Warrant (2024)
2024: FBI Seized Ogles’ Phone In Campaign Finance Investigation According to ProPublica, “Last year, the FBI seized his phone during an investigation and obtained a search warrant to review records associated with his personal email address. Federal investigators were seeking evidence related to potential campaign finance violations, according to a court filing. The scope of the FBI investigation remains unclear.” [Tennessee Lookout, 3/6/25]
August 2024: Ogles Said He Would Cooperate With FBI And FEC On Investigation According to Tennessean, “In his social media post on Tuesday, Ogles said he would cooperate with the FBI and the FEC. ‘I am confident all involved will conclude that the reporting discrepancies were based on honest mistakes, and nothing more,’ he wrote.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
August 2024: FBI Confiscated Andy Ogles’ Cellphone During Campaign Finance Investigation According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “The FBI on Friday took possession of U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles’ cellphone as part of an investigation he believed concerned his campaign finance filings, the freshman congressman said in a social media post Tuesday afternoon.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/8/24]
August 2024: FBI Investigated Andy Ogles Over Campaign Finance Filing Irregularities According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “Ogles said in his post that he believes the FBI is investigating him over campaign finance filing irregularities.” [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 8/11/24]
August 2024: FBI Confiscated Ogles’ Phone In Campaign Finance Probe According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Shortly after the election, the FBI confiscated Ogles’ phone in a probe believed to be centered on his campaign finance dealings, Ogles confirmed this week.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/11/24]
August 2024: FBI Confiscated Ogles’ Phone In Campaign Finance Probe According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Shortly after the election, the FBI confiscated Ogles’ phone in a probe believed to be centered on his campaign finance dealings, Ogles confirmed this week.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 8/12/24]
2024: FBI Investigated Andy Ogles’ Campaign Finance Filings And Seized His Personal Phone According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “There’s a reason the FBI took Ogles’ personal phone, and my guess is that they’re looking for intent.” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
Columbia Daily Herald Reported Federal Agents Took Possession Of Ogles’ Cell Phone Amid Investigation He Believed Focused On Campaign Finance Filings According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Federal agents recently took possession of Ogles’ cell phone as part of an investigation he believes centers around his federal campaign finance filings.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 9/1/24]
2024: Knoxville News-Sentinel Reported Federal Agents Seized Ogles’ Cell Phone During Finance Probe According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “Federal agents recently took possession of Ogles’ cell phone as part of an investigation he believes centers around his federal campaign finance filings.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 9/1/24]
2024: Ogles Linked FBI Probe To Campaign Finance Errors And Claimed Diligence In Corrections According to Jackson Sun, “Previously, Ogles has said that he believes the probe is connected with errors in his campaign finance filings, which he has ‘worked diligently’ to correct.” [Jackson Sun, 10/21/24]
August 2024: Andy Ogles Spent $50,000 On White Collar Defense Lawyers Following FBI Phone Confiscation According to The Daily News Journal, “Freshman U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles spent $50,000 to hire white collar defense attorneys immediately after the FBI confiscated his cell phone in a probe believed to be related to chronic errors in his campaign finance filings. Ogles paid a $25,000 retainer for legal consulting to Secil Law PLLC in Falls Church, Virginia […]. On the same day, Ogles spent another $25,000 for consulting from the E & W Law Group in Washington, D.C.” [Daily News Journal, 10/21/24]
Andy Ogles Faced FBI Investigation Related To Campaign Finance Filings In 2024 According to The Daily News Journal, “the FBI confiscated his cell phone in a probe believed to be related to chronic errors in his campaign finance filings.” [Daily News Journal, 10/21/24]
2024: FBI Confiscated Ogles’ Cell Phone During Probe Into Campaign Finance Filings According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Freshman U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles spent $50,000 to hire white collar defense attorneys immediately after the FBI confiscated his cell phone in a probe believed to be related to chronic errors in his campaign finance filings.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 10/21/24]
August 2024: Ogles Paid $50,000 In Legal Fees After FBI Seizure According to The Leaf-Chronicle, “Ogles paid a $25,000 retainer for legal consulting to Secil Law PLLC in Falls Church, Virginia […] Funds were paid on Aug. 6, days after the FBI took his phone, according to Ogles’ latest campaign spending disclosures. On the same day, Ogles spent another $25,000 for consulting from the E & W Law Group in Washington, D.C.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 10/21/24]
FBI Confiscated Andy Ogles’ Cell Phone During Campaign Finance Probe According to Columbia Daily Herald, “FBI agents recently confiscated Ogles cell phone in what he believes to be a probe related to his campaign finance filings.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 11/4/24]
August 2024: FBI Raided Ogles’ Office And Seized Cellphone Amid Financial Reporting Probe According to Nashville Post, “The day after Ogles’ Aug. primary win, the FBI raided his office and seized his cellphone as part of an investigation into the congressman’s financial reporting. Ogles characterized the investigation as a politically motivated attack on his campaign, but insists that he is not the ‘target’ of the investigation, the details of which remain unclear.” [Nashville Post, 11/5/24]
November 2024: Ogles Suggested FBI Probe Was Politically Motivated According to Columbia Daily Herald, “In his victory speech, Ogles gave a nod to the FBI probe. ‘They weaponized the Justice Department against those who are outspoken. You’ve seen it against Donald Trump and others,’ Ogles said Tuesday evening.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 11/7/24]
2024: FBI Searched Ogles’ Property And Seized His Cellphone As Part Of Fraud Investigation According to Chattanooga Times Free Press, “After Ogles’ Republican primary victory last August, FBI agents searched his property and seized his cellphone as part of a fraud investigation.” [Chattanooga Times Free Press, 1/4/25]
2024: FBI Took Possession Of Ogles’ Cell Phone In Probe Related To Campaign Finances According to Tennessean, “The Trump ally and House Freedom Caucus member was reelected to a second term in November, weeks after the FBI took possession of his cell phone as part of a probe believed to surround his campaign finances.” [Tennessean, 1/4/25]
November 2024: FBI Took Possession of Ogles’ Cell Phone Amid Campaign Finance Probe According to Columbia Daily Herald, ‘weeks after the FBI took possession of his cell phone as part of a probe believed to surround his campaign finances.’ [Columbia Daily Herald, 1/6/25]
January 2025: Andy Ogles Was Under FBI Probe Related To Campaign Finance Filings According to The Tennessean, “Ogles is currently the subject of an FBI probe believed to be related to errors in his campaign finance filings, centering on a false claim of a $320,000 self-loan Ogles reported that he later described as a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose.” [The Tennessean, 1/26/25]
2025: Ogles Was Subject Of FBI Probe Over Campaign Finance Filings According to Leaf-Chronicle, “Ogles is currently the subject of an FBI probe believed to be related to errors in his campaign finance filings, centering on a false claim of a $320,000 self-loan Ogles reported that he later described as a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose. Federal agents confiscated his cell phone last year.” [Leaf-Chronicle, 1/27/25]
January 2025: Ogles Was Subject To FBI Probe Related To Campaign Finance According to The Daily News Journal, “Ogles is currently the subject of an FBI probe believed to be related to errors in his campaign finance filings, centering on a false claim of a $320,000 self-loan Ogles reported that he later described as a ‘pledge’ for funding for which the need never arose. Federal agents confiscated his cell phone last year.” [Daily News Journal, 1/27/25]
2024: Federal Prosecutors Seized Ogles’ Phone And Email In Campaign Finance Investigation According to Columbia Daily Herald, “last year, federal prosecutors seized Ogles’ cell phone and email account in an investigation believed to be centered on his federal campaign finance dealings. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Tennessee withdrew the criminal investigation after Trump took office.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/10/25]
2024: Federal Prosecutors Seized Ogles’ Cell Phone And Email For Campaign Finance Probe According to Oak Ridger (Tennessee), “And last year, federal prosecutors seized Ogles’ cell phone and email account in an investigation believed to be centered on his federal campaign finance dealings. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Tennessee withdrew the criminal investigation after Trump took office.” [Oak Ridger (Tennessee), 4/10/25]
Last Year: FBI Confiscated Ogles’ Phone and Email Account in Probe He Believed Was Related to Campaign Finances According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Last year, the FBI confiscated Ogles’ cell phone and email account in a probe he believed to be related to his campaign finance accounts. The case was dropped shortly after the inauguration of President Donald Trump, of whom Ogles is a close ally.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 4/27/25]
2022: FEC Complaint Alleged Pattern Of Malfeasance In Ogles’ Financial Dealings According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Shortly before the primary in 2022, an Federal Election Commission complaint was filed against him alleging a ‘pattern of malfeasance’ in Ogles’ financial dealings. Ogles’ attorney responded to a request for comment with a threat of legal action.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
January 2024: Campaign Legal Center Filed Ethics Complaint Against Ogles Over Financial Discrepancies According to Columbia Daily Herald, “Ogles is also currently facing an ethics complaint filed by the Campaign Legal Center in January requesting an investigation into discrepancies in the congressman’s financial disclosures, including the personal loan of $320,000.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
Kedric Payne: FBI Action On Ogles Investigation Was Swift And Suggestive Of Strong Evidence According to Columbia Daily Herald, ‘With a move this quickly, the evidence must be strong, especially to move in an election year,’ he said. ‘It looks like what we complained about is the tip of the iceberg of what may be going on. It looks very serous.’ [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
August 2024: FBI Took Possession Of Ogles’ Cellphone Amid Campaign Finance Investigation According to Tennessean, “The FBI on Friday took possession of U.S. Rep. Andy Ogles’ cellphone as part of an investigation he believed concerned his campaign finance filings, the freshman congressman said in a social media post Tuesday afternoon.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
Responses and Legal Proceedings
Ogles’ Statements on Amendments and Corrections
Andy Ogles Stated His Campaign ‘Made Mistakes In Initial Financial Filings’ According to NewsChannel 5, “It has been widely reported for months that my campaign made mistakes in our initial financial filings. We have worked diligently with attorneys and reporting experts to correct the errors and ensure compliance going forward,” Ogles said in the statement. [NewsChannel 5, 8/6/24]
Ogles Claimed Campaign Report Errors Were Made ‘In Consultation With Attorneys and FEC Experts’ According to Columbia Daily Herald, “He said the amendments were made ‘in consultation with attorneys and FEC reporting experts to begin the process of ensuring my FEC reports and Financial Disclosures accurately reflect the circumstances of my original pledge,’ he said in the statement, adding that the pledge included several documented assets including bank and retirement accounts.” [Columbia Daily Herald, 5/26/24]
2024: Ogles Claimed Campaign Worked With Attorneys To Correct Financial Filing Errors According to Knoxville News-Sentinel, “We have worked diligently with attorneys and reporting experts to correct the errors and ensure compliance going forward. It is my understanding that they are investigating the same well-known facts surrounding these filings.” [Knoxville News-Sentinel, 8/8/24]
Andy Ogles Expressed Confidence That Reporting Discrepancies Were Honest Mistakes In August 2024 According to Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), “I am confident all involved will conclude that the reporting discrepancies were based on honest mistakes, and nothing more,” he said. [Columbia Daily Herald (Tennessee), 8/11/24]
2024: Cameron Smith Stated Ogles Is Favored To Win Despite FBI Investigation According to an opinion piece by Cameron Smith in Tennessean, “Ogles should cruise to victory in the heavily Republican Fifth Congressional District, but this issue isn’t going away without the FEC and potentially FBI having their questions answered first.” [Cameron Smith - Tennessean, 8/17/24]
Andy Ogles Claimed He Worked To Correct Campaign Finance Filing Errors According to The Daily News Journal, “Previously, Ogles has said that he believes the probe is connected with errors in his campaign finance filings, which he has ‘worked diligently’ to correct.” [Daily News Journal, 10/21/24]
2025: Ogles Dismissed Allegations As Result Of ‘Weaponized Justice Department’ According to Tennessean, “Ogles has publicly dismissed allegations of wrongdoing as a symptom of a ‘weaponized Justice Department’ - wearing accusations as a badge of honor.” [Tennessean, 1/4/25]
Ogles Claimed Errors Were Honest Mistakes And Cooperated With Investigators According to Columbia Daily Herald, ‘I am confident all involved will conclude that the reporting discrepancies were based on honest mistakes, and nothing more,’ he wrote. [Columbia Daily Herald, 8/8/24]
August 2024: Ogles Stated FBI Investigation Concerned Campaign Finance Filings According to Tennessean, “It has been widely reported for months that my campaign made mistakes in our initial financial filings,” Ogles said in the post made to X, formerly known as Twitter. “We have worked diligently with attorneys and reporting experts to correct the errors and ensure compliance going forward. It is my understanding that they are investigating the same well-known facts surrounding these filings.” [Tennessean, 8/8/24]
